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PREFACE. 


H  E  indulgence  of  the  Public  is 


■  folicited  in  favour  of  a  Work, 
that  has  for  its  avowed  objeét,  the 
good  of  mankind  and  the  improvement 
of  the  fcience  of  furgery. 

It  is  not  fufficient  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  general  and  ancient  hiftory  of 
this  important  art  :  its  progreffive  and 
daily  improvements  ought  to  claim  a 
fuperior  fhare  of  our  attention. 

We  are  well  acquainted  with  the  in- 
eftimable  advantages  derived  from  the 
practical  works  of  a  Pott,  a  Gooch, 
and  a  Warner,  and  many  others,  whofe 
marnes  are  unneceffary  to  mention  j  and, 


f 


if 
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if  t£e  fphere  of  chirurgical  information 
has  been  fo  much  enlarged  by  the  la¬ 
bours  of  our  own  countrymen,  are  we 
not  juftified  in  fuppofing,  that  the  Public 
will  be  equally  benefited  by  the  ob- 
fervations  pf  the  authors  of  the  Chirur? 
gical  Journal  ? 

From  the  exalted  char  after  of  Mr. 
Default,  as  an  anatomift,  and  as  a 
furgeon,  much  may,  with  propriety, 
be  expefted  ;  and,  I  truft,  that  thofe, 
who  honour  thefe  fheets  with  a  perufal, 
will,  in  this  inflance  at  leaft,  not  be 
cifappointed. 

Of  the  general  utility  of  the  public 
cation,  after  what  Mr.  Default  has  ob-r 
ferved  in  his  introduction,  little  remains 
to  be  faid. 

The  fidelity  of  the  tranflation  has 
been  attempted  to  be  obferved,  as  far 

as 
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as  the  idiom  of  the  two  languages  will 

admit. 

And  I  now  prefent  it  to  the  world, 
with  the  confcioufnefs  of  meaning  well, 

and  with  an  earned:  folicitude  that  I 

-  /  \ 

fhall  receive  fome  thanks  from  my  pro- 
feffional  brethren,  for  attempting  to 
diffufe  thole  improvements  in  furgery 
that  may  be  fuggefted  by  our  ingenious 

and  enlightened  neighbours. 
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Fmcburcb-Strnty 
Jim  2 ÿtb,  1793. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


0  ccidit  qui  non  fer  vat. 


^THERE  can  this  maxim  with  more 
peculiar  propriety  be  affixed  than  at 
the  beginning  of  a  Chirurgical  Journal  ?  It 
conveys  one  of  thofe  important  truths  which 
cannot  be  too  often  inculcated,  or  too  atten¬ 
tively  confidered  by  every- Surgeon  :  on  all  oc- 
cafiôns,  his  conduct  will  be  influenced  by  its 
obfer vance  ;  like  a  faithful  monitor,  it  will  in- 
ceflantly  recall  his  duty  to  recollection  ;  and 
warn  him,  that  not  only  what  he  does,  but 
what  he  omits  to  do,  may  render  him  guilty 
of  homicide.  It  would  have  been  fortunate 
for  the  caufe  of  humanity,  if  they,  who  had 
deftined  themfelves  to  the  curative  art,  had 
rcfleéted  on  this  motto  with  the  attention  it 
deferves  ;  the  extent  and  importance  of  the 
duties  attached  to  their  profeilion  would  have 
been  more  deeply  imprefled  on  their  minds. 
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The  profpeft  of  the  obligations  they  would 
owe  to  lociety  might  have  induced  them  to 
renounce  their  intentions  y  but,  what  incon¬ 
venience  would  have  arifen!  Little  can  be 
expected  from  the  exertions  of  a  man,  who, 
confcious  of  his  own  indolence,  even  fhrinks 
from  refledtion  on  his  duty.  If  the  truth  of 
this  maxim  had  its  full  influence,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  furgery  would  be  confined  to  men  of 
talents  and  integrity.  The  fludent,  fenfible 
that  he  is  refponfible  for  confequences  which 
his  want  of  afiiduity  may  occafion,  will  ap¬ 
ply  to  more  advantage  his  means  of  infor- 
mationy  and  avoid  the  rifk  of  being,  at  fome 
period,  the  murderer  of  him,  who  implores 
his  afliftance,  and  who  expefts  life  from  his 
attention.  The  man  of  genius,  who  has  made 
ufeful  difcoveries,  and  the  experienced  prac¬ 
titioner,  are  both  convinced,  in  the  early  part 
of  their  lives,  that  they  cannot,  without  a 
crime  injurious  to  humanity,  refer ve  exclu- 
fively  to  themfelves  the  fruit  of  their  labours. 
And,  as  the  death  of  many  might  be  ccca- 
fioned  by  the  delay  of  a  Angle  day,  they  will 
be  eager  in  adopting  the  readied:  mode  of  pub¬ 
lication.  The  Chirurgical  journal  will  be 
the  quickeft  and  leafl:  expenfive  medium  of 
communication  $  and  it  offers  fo  many  other 

advan- 
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advantages,  that  we  have  reafon  to  be  aflo- 
nifhed  that  no  one  conceived  the  idea  till  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century:  it  is  not 
a  work  for  which  there  can  be  a  fub/fitute* 
and,  at  prefent,  it  will  fupply  the  place  of  all 
others.  Too  many  books  on  furgery  are  a U 
ready  publifhed,  and  we  have  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  number  will  be  ftill  more  multi¬ 
plied  :  thefe  circumftances  will  neceffarily  tend 
to  injure  the  fcience  ;  for,  independant  of  the 
expence  of  new  publications  which  the  finan¬ 
ces  of  a  young  practitioner  will  rarely  per¬ 
mit  him  to  afford,  he  expends  his  time  in  the 
perufal  of  books  containing  no  new  infor¬ 
mation,  or,  perhaps,  only  a  trifling  number 
of  obfolete  faCts,  which  might  be  comprifed 
in  a  few  pages.  Science  is,  at  prefent,  too 
much  advanced  to  fuppofe  that  new  ideas  only 
can  be  prefented  to  the  mind,  and  that  vo¬ 
lumes  can  be  written  on  fubjeCts  already  fre¬ 
quently  difcuffed,  and  which,  in  fa<5t,  would 
contain  merely  the  fame  ideas  conveyed  in 
different  language. 

Surgery  then  could  not  fail  of  being  im¬ 
proved,  if,  inftead  of  compofmg  a  volume, 
or  even  a  complete  fyftem,  in  which  fome 
new  truths  are  blended  with  the  whole,  we 
were  to  expofe  thefe  truths  with  fimplicity 
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and  precifion  in  a  Journal.  If  we  refledl  on 
the  fate  of  all  works,  both  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern,  we  fhall  find  them,  in  fome  meafure, 
defective,  and  that,  in  fome  degree,  they  are 
fufceptible  of  improvement,  and  we  mean 
ours  to  ferve  as  a  fupplement  to  thefe  pro- 
dudtions.  This  work  has  the  invaluable  ad¬ 
vantage  of  belonging  to  all  nations,  to  all 
ages,  and  of  being  always  new.  It  is  eafy 
to  fupply  omiffions,  to  correct  the  errors  of 
others  and  ourfelves.  It  is  the  property  of 
all,  who  contribute,  by  their  labour,  to  its 
perfedtion  ;  and,  by  publifhing  their  names 
with  their  productions,  we  give  to  each  the 
tribute  of  merit  which  is  his  due.  In  what¬ 
ever  country  profeffional  men  may  refide,  it 
offers  an  eafy  method  of  correfpondence,  and 
opens  an  ample  field  for  that  difcullion  which 
is  frequently  neceffary  to  difiipate  doubt,  and 
to  ferve  for  the  diffufion  of  truth.  From  the 
numerous  and  important  obfervations  of 
which  it  ought  to  be  the  repofitory,  it  will 
furnifh  fuch  cafes  to  the  young  and  timid 
practitioner  as  will  ferve  for  the  application 
of  his  precepts,  and  tend  to  difpel  his  doubts 
and  confirm  his  practice  ;  it  will  be  even 
ufeful  to  the  experienced  practitioner,  by  af¬ 
fording  him  new  information  :  for,  what 

man 
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man  will  be  prefumptuous  enough  to  fay,  that 
his  knowledge  cannot  be  enlarged  by  the  la¬ 
bours  of  others  ?  Thus,  in  whatever  point  of 
view  the  Chirurgical  Journal  is  conlidered, 
it  prefents  refources  that  are  expe6led  in  vain 
from  any  other  production,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  is  exempt  from  the  inconveniences  to 
which  they  are  fubjeCl.  It  becomes  then 
the  duty  of  thofe  who  love  and  cultivate  this 
art,  to  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  the 
perfection  of  which  it  is  fufceptible  ;  for,  in 
furgery,  to  demonftrate  that  an  undertaking 
is  ufeful,  is  to  impofe  on  every  one  an  obli¬ 
gation  to  co-operate  for  its  completion  ;  and 
we  do  not  fay  too  much  in  obferving,  that, 
by  a  refufal,  we  are  guilty  of  voluntary  homi¬ 
cide,  according  to  the  maxim  we  (hall  never 
ceafe  to  repeat,  Occidit  qui  non  fervat . 
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CASE  L 

A  Wound  in  the  Mouth  hy  a  Piftol-JJoot ,  with  a  Fracture 
of  the  lower  Jaw ,  a  Hole  in  the  Arch  of  the  Palate 
extending  to  the  Velum  Pendulum  Palati .  Balls 
lodged  in  the  pofterior  Nofrils,  Deglutition  completely 
ohftrudled,  A  hollow  Bougie  introduced  into  the  ÆJo~ 
phagus  through  the  Nofe ,  and  worn  for  a  Month . 

[By  Mr.  Manoury,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

ON  the  1 8th  December,  1789,  Mr.  Default,  at 
half  pail  eleven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  was 
called  in  to  the  affiftance  of  a  young  man,  in  the 
Rue  Conqueron,  who  had  fhot  himfelf  in  the  mouth 
with  a  piftol.  There  was  a  profufe  hemorrhage 
from  the  lips,  cheeks,  and  noftrils  s  and  an  hour  had 
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fcarce  elapfed,  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  when 
the  face  was  confiderably  fwelled  ;  the  infide  of  the 
mouth  was  blackened  by  the  powder  and  fmoke, 
and  the  right  half  of  the  tongue  lacerated  and  burnt  ; 
the  lower  jaw  was  fractured  oi)  the  right  fide*  be¬ 
tween  the  canine  tooth  and  the  ftrft  dens  molaris  ;  the 
right  fragment  was  fituated  behind  the  left;  and 
rode  over  it  above  half  an  inch  ;  the  other  teeth,  as 
well  as  the  inferior  and  fuperior  alveolar  procédés, 
had  efcaped  injury  ;  but,  towards  the  pofterior  and 
right  fide  of  the  arch  of  the  palate,  a  hole  was 
difcerned  fufficiently  large  to  admit  the  thumb  with 
cafe,  and  conneéled  with  a  laceration  that  extended 
to  the  velum  pendulum  palati.  From  fuch  an  ac¬ 
cident,  the  mold  ferious  confequejnces  were  to  be  apr 
prehended;  befides,  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  balls,  after  crofting  the  pofterior  noftrils,  might 
have  penetrated  the  cranium,  and  be  lodged  in  the 
brain.  To  afcertain  the  extent  of  the  mifchief,  Mr. 
Default  introduced  a  female  ftaff  through  the  opening 
in  the  arch  of  the  palate,  which  he  paftfed  forward,  and 
in  every  poffible  direction,  without  difcovering  any 
communication  with  the  cranium,  which  induced  him 
to  hope  that  the  cafe  might  terminate  favourably  ;  but 
as  the  patient  had  dignified  that  the  piftol  w^as  loaded 
with  three  balls,  it  yet  remained  to  difcover  their 
fituation.  All  refearches  had  been  hitherto  inefteftual  : 
he  intimated,  by  figns,  that  he  had  not  fwallowed  them  ; 
and,  as  they  were  not  found  in  his  clothes,  nor  in  the 
blood  that  he  loft,  it  v7as  iufpeded  they  were  flopped 
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by,  and  buried  in,  the  ethmoidal  cells  and  fphenoidal 
finuffes,  &c. 

The  functions  of  the  brain  not  being  influenced  by 
the  accident,  was  a  circumftance  favourable  to  the 
event  of  the  cafe.  The  hemorrhage,  from  the  nofe 
and  the  arch  of  the  palate,  was  confiderable  enough 
to  require  immediate  attention.  With  this  view,  a 
flexible  filver  probe  was  introduced  through  the  right 
noftril  into  the  fauces,  the  extremity  of  it  paffed  for¬ 
ward,  and,  by  the  afftftance  of  a  finger,  brought  out 
of  the  mouth:  in  e Addling  this,  fome  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  confequence  of  the  fwelling.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  probe,  the  ends  of  two  waxed  liga¬ 
tures  were  fixed,  to  the  middle  of  which  a  doflil  of 
lint  was  tied,  fufrlciently  large  to  fill  up  that  part 
of  the  pharynx  that  correfponded  to  the  pofterior 
noftrils.  In  drawing  the  probe  and  ligature  through 
the  nofe,  the  doflil  was  conveyed  with  it,  and,  by 
means  of  the  finger,  introduced  by  the  fauces,  it  was 
applied  to  thé  poll  error  opening  of  the  noftrils.  The 
two  ligatures  that  palled  out  of  the  nofe  w7ere  then  fepa* 
rated,  and  one  was  applied  to  the  feptum  nafi,  and  the 
other  to  the  oppofite  fide.  The  noftrils  were  then  filled 
with  fmall  doftils  of  lint  ;  and,  on  the  laft,  which  was 
larger  than  the  reft,  the  ends  of  the  two  ligatures  were 
tied:  thofe  that  remained  in  the  mouth,  for  the 
purpofe  of  withdrawing  the  doflil  fituated  in  the  æfo- 
phagus,  were  fixed  on  the  cheek. 

After  this  hemorrhage  was  flopped,  the  reduction  of 
the  fradlured  jaw  was  unfuccefsfully  attempted,  in 
confequence  of  the  fwelling  and  tenfion  of  the  foft 
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parts.  ComprefTes,  moiftened  with  aq.  veg.  min. 

were  conflantiy  applied  to  the  chin,  cheeks,  and  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  neck,  and  a  decodtion  of  marfh- 
mallows  prefcribed  for  a  gargle  :  the  fwelling  in- 
creafed  confiderably  during  the  night:  the  next  day 
deglutition  was  painful  and  laborious  ;  and,  as  the 
fwelling  progreflively  increafed,  on  the  fécond  day 
he  was  unable  to  fwallow  ;  but  ftill,  though  ap¬ 
pearances  were  alarming,  Mr.  Default,  relying  on 
cafes  he  had  formerly  feen,  did  not  defpair  of  fuc- 
ceis. 

The  doiïlls  of  lint,  with  which  the  pofterior  nof- 
trils  were  filled,  being  deemed  unneceffary,  were 
withdrawn,  fome  through  the  noftril,  and  that  in  the 
fauces  through  the  mouth,  by  means  of  ligatures, 
left,  with  that  intention,  on  the  outfide  of  the  cheek. 
A  large  hollow  bougie,  of  the  elaftic  gum,  with  a 
bent  probe,  like  a  catheter,  was  introduced  by  the 
left  noftril,  and  puftied  as  far  as  the  middle  and  pof- 
tenor  part  of  the  pharynx  :  the  probe  was  then  with¬ 
drawn  with  one  hand,  whilft  the  bougie  was  fupported 
and  fixed  by  the  other  :  it  was  pufhed  ftill  more 
forward,  with  the  intention  of  pafting  it  into  the 
æfophagus  ;  but,  deviating  from  the  right  direction, 
it  pafied  into  the  larynx,  which  was  known  by  a 
fort  of  guggling  noife,  and  by  the  flame  of  a  candle 
being  agitated  when  prefented  to  the  orifice.  It  was 
immediately  withdrawn,  and,  at  the  fécond  attempt, 
was  pafled  into  the  inferior  part  of  the  pharynx,  and 
thence  into  the  æfophagus  ;  and  we  were  afliired 
of  this  from  the  fame  effects  not  taking  place  when 
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the  experiment  of  the  candle  was  repeated.  The 
infiniment  was  fixed  externally,  by  means  of  a  ligature 
tied  to  its  extremity,  and  the  ends  twilled  on  two 
pins,  and  pinned  to  each  fide  of  his  night-cap.  Mr, 
Default,  with  a  fyringe,  injected  four  ounces  of  a 
ptifan  of  dog’s  tooth  fweetened  with  fyrup  of  lemons, 
which  was  afterwards  performed  by  the  nurfe,  being 
previously  inflrudted.  By  this  contrivance,  as  much 
broth  and  ptifan  as  his  fituation  required  was  ex-> 
hibited  without  inconvenience.  He  was  apprifed  of 
the  necefiity  of  taking  fuflenance,  not  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  feelings  of  hunger  and  thirfl,  but  by  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fenfation  of  weaknefs  and  dragging  in  the  epi- 
gaflric  region,  which  ceafed  when  he  had  taken 
nourishment.  Thefe  fluids  palled  through  the  æfo- 
phagus  into  the  flomach,  without  producing  uneafi- 
nefs,  or  exciting  any  difpofition  to  vomit.  On  the 
third  day  the  fever  and  heat  were  rather  confiderable. 
The  infide  of  the  mouth  was  filled  with  portions  of 
Houghs,  which  were  in  part  detached  by  the  confiant 
application  of  the  faliva  and  gargles.  The  fourth 
day,  when  fuppuration  commenced,  the  lacerated 
parts  of  the  tongue  began  to  feparate.  A  gargle  of 
aq.  hord.  with  mel.  rofif.  was  prefcribeçl.  Not  any 
nutriment,  either  folid  or  fluid,  could  be  taken,  as 
the  pharynx  was  perfectly  impervious,  in  confequence 
of  the  confiderable  fwelling  that  had  taken  place  ; 
but,  as  the  bougie  ferved  as  a  fubflitute,  it  was  of 
little  moment.  On  the  feventh,  the  fwelling  had,  in 
fome  meafure,  fubfided,  the  fever  lefs,  the  fuppura¬ 
tion  from  the  infide  of  the  mouth  abundant,  but  the 
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pm  of  a  greyiffi  colour  and  foetid,  which  rendered  the 
frequent  ufe  of  die  gargle  neceffary. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  fwelling  of  the  cheeks  and 
mouth  was  nearly  difperled.  Mr.  Default,  who  was 
anxious  to  reduce  the  jaw,  made  another  ineffectual 
attempt.  The  patient  daily  improved,  nor  did  the 
bougie  occafion  the  lead  inconvenience  :  his  ftrength 
was  fupported  by  means  of  nourifhing  jellies. 

From  the  fifteenth  to  the  twentieth  nothing  remark¬ 
able  occurred  ;  the  mouth  was  clean,  and  many  of 
the  ulcerated  parts  were  cicatrized  ;  the  torn  parts 
of  the  velum  pendulum  palati  were  united,  but  the 
hole  in  the  arch  of  the  palate  frill  remained.  The 
farther  continuance  of  the  bougie  being  deemed  un- 
neceffary,  it  was  withdrawn  :  he  attempted  to  take 
fome  broth,  but  without  fuccefs,  in  confequence  of 
the  general  injury  the  parts  had  fuftained,  and  their 
not  being  accudomed  to  their  natural  aftion.  The 
patient,  finding  the  ufe  of  the  bougie  convenient,  re- 
quelled  its  farther  continuance  :  he  wore  it  for  thirty 
days  after  the  accident,  and  even  wifhed  to  continue 
its  ufe  dill  longer  $  but  he  reiinquifhed  this  idea,  on 
being  adured,  that  the  inconveniences  arifing  from 
leaving  it  off  would  foon  fubdde,  and  that  the  obfer- 
vance  of  fuch  a  drift  regimen  was  attended  with  dan¬ 
ger  ;  beddes,  the  defire  of  regaining  his.  tade  and  voice 
was  another  inducement.  The  difficulty  that  he  ex¬ 
perienced  in  deglutition  for  many  days  gradually  *di- 
minffhed  ;  his  pronunciation,  at  fird,  was  embarraff- 
ing  and  laborious  ;  the  tones  of  his  voice,  being 
nafal,  confufed^  and  with  difficulty  articulated.  The 
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fradtured  portions  of  the  lower  jaw  were  confidently 
Ids  deranged  than  immediately  after  the  accident,  but 
the  inequality  was  (till  one-fixth  of  an  inch.  The  frac¬ 
tured  furfaces  of  the  bone  not  being  in  immediate  con- 
tad,  and  the  parts  being  conftantly  moiftened  with  the 
faliva,  were  circumftances  unfavourable  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  callus.  Another  fruitlefs  attempt  was  made 
for  its  reduction,  and,  at  lad,  it  was  left  to  the  re- 
fources  of  nature.  He  remained  at  Paris  one  month 
after  he  had  declined  the  ufe  of  the  bougie,  and  then 
returned  to  his  family  with  thefe  dift  re  fling  proofs  of 
his  raffinefs.  At  this  time  there  remained  three  ci¬ 
catrices  on  his  right  cheek,  which  united  at  the  com- 
miffure  or  jundion  of  the  lips  ;  thefe  were  occafioned 
by  the  laceration  produced  by  the  éxplofion  of  the 
powder  $  the  fradured  jaw  was  not  yet  united,  the 
parts  yet  admitting  of  fome  degree  of  motion  ;  but 
the  irregularity  was  now  much  lefs  perceptible,  be¬ 
ing  not  more  than  one-twelfth  of  an  inch,  and  this 
apparently  occafioned  by  the  firft  dens  molaris  of 
the  right  fide,  that  had  been  thrown  inwards  ;  its  ex¬ 
traction  was  advifed,  with  the  view  of  the  parts  re¬ 
gaining  their  natural  fituation.  A  fmall  Mure  was 
now  only  to  be  difeerned  where  the  hole  in  the  arch 
of  the  palate  had  exifted,  and  this  feemed  as  if  it 
would  foon  be  effaced  :  he  partly  recovered  his  tafte, 
and,  though  maftication  was  yet  painful,  he  could  ear 
folid  food  and  chew  even  crufts  of  bread.  Some 
difficulty  he  experienced  in  fpeaking,  nor  was  his  pro¬ 
nunciation  diftind,  but  when  he  wrore  fpedlacles, 
which  produced  a  compreffion  of  the  alæ  of  the  nole. 
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The  regimen  and  plan  of  treatment  laid  down  foi- 
his  obfervance  he  rigidly  adhered  to,  and,  previous 
to  his  departure,  he  waited  on  Mr.  Default,  to 
thank  him  for  the  prefervation  of  that  life  of  which 
this  accident  taught  him  the  value. 

REMARKS. 

THE  majority  of  thofe,  who  attempt  fuicide,  are 
erroneoufly  perfuaded  that  difcharging  a  loaded  piftol 
in  the  mouth  is  the  quickeft  and  moft  effectual  mode 
of  deftrôying  exigence.  In  oppofition  to  this  opi¬ 
nion  we  can  adduce  more  than  a  folitary  inftance, 
and  the  Hôtel  Dieu  has  already  produced  many. 
The  fracture  of  the  lower  jaw  affords  confiderable 
fcope  for  reflection.  —  Can  it  be  attributed  Amply  to 
the  explofion  of  the  powder,  or  to  the  recoil  of  the 
piftol  the  inftant  it  was  fired  off  between  the  teeth  ? 
To  which  of  thefe  caufes  can  we  refer  the  effect  ? 
And  how  are  we  to  account  for  *  the  lower  jaw  being 
fractured  and  not  the  upper,  and  the  teeth,  at  the 
fame  time,  efcaping  injury  ?  The  gradual  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  irregular  union  of  the  fracture  is  a  circum- 
ftance  difficult  to  explain,*  were  we  not  juftified  in 

*  We  fhould  rather  fuppofe  that  the  diminution  of  the  defor¬ 
mity  was  owing  to  the  actions  of  the  mufcles  inducing  abforbtion 
by  means  of  preflure  :  with  refpedt  to  the  approximation  of  the 
maxillary  bones,  fubfequent  to  the  operation  of  the  hare-lip,  may 
it  not,  with  more  propriety,  be  attributed  to  the  additional  depo¬ 
sition  of  oflihc  matter,  than  to  the  action  of  the  mufcles  of  the 
fuperior  lip  ? 
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fuppofing  that  the  deformity  would  be  increafed  by  the 
preffure  and  confiant  aCtion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  in-* 
ferior  lip  ;  for,  it  is  obferved,  that  the  mufcles  of  the  fu- 
perior  lip  approximate  the  maxillary  bones  (  in  young 
fubjeCts)  after  the  operation  of  the  hare -lip,  wjth  a  fifiure 
in  the  palate.  Thefe  queftions  being  more  curious  than 
ufeful,  we  fhall  leave  their  difeuffion  to  thofe  who  are 
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difpofed  to  reflect  on  the  fubjeCt. 

The  favorable  termination  of  this  cafe  is  certainly  to 
be  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  the  bougie  ,  of  th£ 
elaftic  gum;  for,  notwithftanding  the  remarkable  care 
and  attention  that  he  received,  he  certainly  would  have 
funk  under  the  fever  and  difeharge,  if  we  had  nos 
pofieffed  the  means  of  repairing  that  lofs,  by  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  proper  nourifhment.  Had  we  not  reafon  to 
apprehend  the  primæ  viœ  might  be  afreCted  in  confer 
quence  of  the  digeftive  fluids  being  injured  by  the  in* 
troduclion  of  foetid  pus  into  the  ftomach,  which  was 
difeharged  from  the  mouth;  befides,  we  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  inefficiency  of  nutritive  clyfters. 

The  advantages  refulting  from  thefe  hollow  elaftic 
bougies  are  not  confined  to  thefe  cafes,  they  may  be 
advantageoufly  employed  in  tétanos  hydrophobia,  Ipaf- 
modic  contraction  of  the  pharynx,  atony  and  paify  of 
the  mufcles  of  that  part,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  tongue; 
in  cafes  of  tumors  fituated  between  the  coats,  or  even 
in  the  palfage  of  the  æfophagus,  and  fometimes  in  the 
cheft;  they  may  likewife  be  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  cafes  of 
obftruCtion  of  the  refpiratory  paffages,  particularly 
when  that  obftruCtion  is  above  the  bronchia,  as  in  col¬ 
lections  of  matter  in  the  internal  part  of  the  larynx,  in 
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âffeftions  of  its  cartilages,  in  fome  fiftulous  affections 
of  the  trachea  and  larynx,  and  iri  wounds  of  thofe 
parts.  In  cafes  where  deglutition  and  refpiration  were 
obhruCted  at  the  fame  time*  they  might  be  ufed  with 
advantage,  as  in  fome  fpecies  of  quincy,  in  wounds  of 
the  neck,  or  when  the  larynx  and  pharynx  are  both 
divided,  two  bougies  might  be  employed,  and  one  in¬ 
troduced  through  each  noftril,  and  one  by  this  means 
conveyed  into  the  pharynx,  and  the  other  into  the 
larynx. 

Mr.  Default  has  not  yet  had  on  opportunity  of  try¬ 
ing  it  in  thefe  complicated  cafes,  but  propofes  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  firft  that  offers,  nor  does  he  think  fuc- 
cefs  improbable.  The  eafe  with  which  they  are  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  larynx,  the  little  uneafinefs  patients 
have  experienced  when  they  have  remained  in  that 
canal  for  fome  minutes,  and  the  circumftances  of  ca~ 
nulas  being  left  for  many  days  after  the  operation  of 
bronchotomy,  which  is  ftriétly  analogous,  obviate  thofe 
objections  that  may  be  urged  refpecSting  the  difficulty  of 
retaining  the  bougie  in  its  fituation,  in  confequence  of 
the  irritation  that  would  be  excited  in  that  canal.* 

*  In  a  cafe  of  this  defcription  it  would  be  eflentially  necefiary  to 
diftinguifh  the  two  bougies,  which  might  be  done,  by  tying  two 
pieces  of  different  coloured  ribbon,  and,  by  this  contrivance,  we 
Ihould  avoid  inje&ing  into  the  larynx  ;  but,  if  it  fliould  occur,  the 
furgeon  would  be  apprized  of  the  miftake  by  the  convulfiVe  cough 
that  the  firft  few  drops,  that  were  injeded,  would  produce  :  in  this 
cafe  it  fhould  be  immediately  fufpended,  for  fear  of  producing  fatal 
conferences. 

CASE 
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CASE  II. 


FraBure  of  the  Cranium ,  with  Deprejfion ,  cured  without 
the  Application  of  the  Frepan, 

[By  Mr.  Gorre',  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  at 

Paris.] 

OSEPH  Gauthier,  a  native  of  Befançon?  aged 
of  a  good  conftitution,  was  found,  on  the  17  th 
of  October,  1790,  fenielefs  and  weltering  in  his  bloody 
in  confequence  of  a  fall  from  a  window,  to  which 
he  had  attempted  to  climb.  The  furgeon  of  the 
place,  where  the  accident  happened,  bled  him,  and 
perfuaded  fome  by  -  handers,  who  interefted  them- 
ielv.es  in  his  favour,  to  take  him  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
where  he  was  immediately  carried  On  his  arrival, 

he  was  drowzy  and  •  fenielefs,  with  a  difcharge  of 
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blood  from  his  nofe,  but  chiefly  from  his  left  ear  : 
his  countenance  was  pale,  his  body  cold,  and  his  pulle 
fcarcely  to  be  diflinguifhed. 

After  the  head  was  fliaved,  a  number  of  çontuflons 
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were  perceived,  but  the  moft  confiderable  one  was 
fituated  towards  the  anterior  and  inferior  part  of  the 
left  parietal  bone  :  it  was  deprefTed  in  the  middle,  ac¬ 
companied  with  fwelling  of  the  furrounding  parts* 
No  motion  or  crepitus  being  felt  on  preffiire,  the 
opinion  was  doubtful  refpedting  the  hate  of  the  cra¬ 
nium.  On  farther  examination,  a  fradture  of  the 
middle  part  of  the  left  clavicle  was  difçovered  $  it  was 
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tranfverfe,  and  without  the  irregularity  that  is  always 
occafioned  by  the  depreffion  of  the  humeral  portion. 
An  emollient  cataplafm  was  applied  to  the  head,  and  the 
fra&ured  clavicle  maintained  in  its  Situation,  by  pla¬ 
cing  between  the  bread;  and  the  arm  a  cufhion  in 
tire  form  of  a  wedge  j  the  thickeft  part  was  applied 
to  the  axilla,  and  the  thinned:  to  the  inferior  part  of 
the  humerus.  The  arm  was  brought  to  the  fide,  and 
retained  there  by  a  bandage  palled  round  thç  body, 
which  included  the  elbow,  and  ferved  as  a  fupport  to 
the  arm  and  the  humeral  portion  of  the  clavicle  j 
while  the  flernal  fragment  was  deprelfed  by  means  of 
a  comprefs,  placed  obliquely  on  the  fradlured  part, 
and  fewed  before  and  behind  to  the  bandage  that  was 
pafîed  round  the  trunk.  He  was  put  on  low  diet* 
bled,  and  a  ptifan  of  dog’s  tooth,  with  oxymel,  was. 
exhibited. 

The  next  morning  he  was  better:  the  poultice  to 
the  head  continued,  and  he  was  bled  in  the  foot.  In 
the  evening  his  recollection  was,  in  fome  degree,  re¬ 
covered. 

The  third  day,  the  dwelling,  produced  by  the  eon- 
tufion,  having  liibfided  in  part,  we  perceived  a  de¬ 
preffion  of  the  cranium,  with  its  anterior  edge  more 
elevated  than  the  poflerior,  and  about  2f  inches  in 
diameter.  It  was  bounded,  anteriorly,  by  the  inferior 
part  of  the  femicircular  ridge  of  the  os  frontis  ;  above, 
by  the  inferior  part  of  the  parietal  bone  ;  and,  .infer 
riorly,  by  the  fhelly  portion  of  the  temporal  bone. 
The  uniform  ijl  fuccefs  of  ûxt  application  of  the 
•trepan  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  deterred  Mr.  Default 
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from  performing  that  operation  ;  and,  in  this  inftance^ 
;çhe  omifiion  was  fortunate.  As  the  patient  was  weak, 
the  repetition  of  the  bleeding  was  deemed  improper, 
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and  an  enema  was  only  adminiftered.  From  this 
day  he  muttered  a  few  words,  and  fignided  that  he 
underflood  vehatwas  laid  by  the  by-ftanders. 

The  following  days  he  articulated  better,  but  Hill 
he  only  anfwered  by  monofyllables,  The  lame  treat¬ 
ment  was  continued  ;  the  fractured  clavicle  was  going 
on  well  ;  the  eccy  nions,  that  furrounded  the  fracture 
of  the  head,  nearly  abforbed  ;  and  every  inconve¬ 
nience  fenfibly  diminiflied. 

The  7th,  the  patient,  who  had  hitherto  been  kept 
on  diet,  was  now  ordered  fome  light  food,  which  he 
eat  with  confiderable  appetite.  The  fenfes  of  tafte, 
fmell,  and  touch,  were  in  their  natural  flate,  but  his 
fight  was  weakened  and  his  pupils  dilated,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  left  ;  his  hearing  was  affedted,  but  more 
fo  in  the  evening  than  in  the  morning. 

With  refpedt  to  his  mental  faculties,  his  memory 
was  molt  injured  ;  he  could  not  even  recolledt  the 
name  of  his  country.  He  felt  no  pain,  either  in  the 
fradtured  cranium  or  clavicle.  The  fame  treatment 

i  'i  i  v  t  ;  y  ;  •  ;  .  «  s'  y  '  t 

was  continued,  only  the  enemas  omitted.  On  the 
joth  he  got  up,  and  walked  in  the  ward.  On  the 
J4th  he  walked  on  the  bridge,  and  continued  this 
exercife  every  dayr 

On  the  20th,  the  dre flings  from  the  clavicle  y/cre 
removed,  and  the  bone  was  found  perfedtly  united^ 
-without  the  lead  deformity.  His  memory,  hearing, 
and  fight,  daily  improved  ;  yet  his  pupils  were  Hill 

Ç  2  pore 


(  20  ) 


more  dilated  than  in  their  natural  Hate.  The  depref¬ 
fion  of  the  cranium'  remained  the  fame,  nor  did  the 
fractured  pieces  of  die  bone  appear  at  all  eleva¬ 
ted. 

On  the  27th  day  after  the  accident  he  was  dif- 
charged  from  the  hofpital,  but,  previous  to  his  de¬ 
parture,  he  went  to  the  theatre,  where  the  ftudents,  who 
attended  Mr.  Default’s  lectures  on  practical  furgery, 
were  perfectly  fat  is  fie  d  of  the  deprefted  flare  of  the 
cranium  by  actual  examination. 

Three  weeks  afterwards  he  returned  to  the  theatre, 
enjoying  the  moft  perfect  ftate  of  health  ;  he  had  com¬ 
pletely  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  fenfes,  and  his  memory 
was  the  fame  as  before  the  accident.  The  pupils  were 
nearly  of  their  natural  fize,  but  the  left  was  ftill  moft 

dilated  :  the  depreffion  was  the  fame  as  on  the  day  of 

•-  ■  * 

his  departure. 

We  mean  foon  to  publifh  the  cafes  of  three  other 
patients,  now  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  who  have  had 
fractures  of  the  lame  defcription,  and  who  have  been 
cured  without  the  trepan  ;  and  we  fliall  again  examine 
if  the  practice  of  trepanning  is  juftifiable  in  all  injuries 
of  the  cranium  j  where,  from  the  depreffion,  or  the 
particular  nature  of  the  fracture,  the  extravafated  fluids 
may  be  confined. 
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An  Andy fis  of  a  Courfe  of  Led ur es  on  ^raffle al  Surgery > 
by  Mr.  Desault,  at  the  Flo  tel  Dieu}  on  the  Df- 
eafes  of  the  urinary  Organs. 


PER  FI  APS  it  would  be  methodical,  in  giving 
thefe  elements,  to  adopt  the  fame  plan  as  Mr. 
Default  in  his  lectures,  and,  in  the  find  inflance,  to 
give  a  prefatory  difeourfe  on  the  general  principles 
of  furgery  ;  but,  as  they  are  univerlally  known,  and 
are  liable  to  many  exceptions,  we  fh.aU  defer  treating 
on  this  fubjed  for  the  prefent,  and  begin  immedi¬ 
ately  on 


Affe  Slions  of  the  urinary  Organs. 

4  % 

The  frequency  of  thefe  difeafes,  the  negligent  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they  have  been  treated  by  chirurgical 
authors*  the  injudicious  methods  generally  adopted 
for  their  cure,  the  danger  of  complaints  of  this  de- 
feription,  the  important  fondions  of  the  parts  injured, 
the  difficulty  attendant  on  their  cure,  and  the  empiri- 
cifm  to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  fubjed,  were 
motives  fufficiendy  powerful  to  induce  Mr.  Default 
to  make  this  fubjed  the  firft  objed  of  his  attention  ; 
for,  when  the  nature  of  a  difeafe  is  but  little  under¬ 
flood,  we  fliould  be  doubly  folicitous  to  communicate 
that  information  we  have  acquired  by  reaion  and 

C  3  experience. 
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experience.  Mr.  Default  divides  the  difeafes  of  thé 
urinary  paffages  into  two  parts  : 

1.  Injuries  of  the  fecretory  organs. 

2.  Injuries  of  the  excretory  paflages. 

Under  the  firft  clafs  are  ranked  Diabetes*  Sup- 
preffion  of  Urine  and  its  morbid  Secretion:  Retention 
and  Incontinence  under  the  fécond.  Each  of  thele, 
according  to  the  number  of  caufes  that  produce  them, 
may  be  divided  into  different  fpecies.  Mr.  Default 
would  willingly  have  declined  treating  on  the  fubjedt 
of  morbid  fecretion  of  urine,  as,  in  cafes  of  this  de- 

>>  a  '  •  i.vr 

fcriptioh,  furgery  is  of  little  ufe  ;  but  he  has  deemed  f 
their  expofition  neceffary,  in  order  to  point  out,  in 
one  view,  the  difealèd  affedlion  of  the  urinary  organs,- 
and  to  fuggeft  a  proper  plan  for  the  ftudy  of  thofe 
complaints,  and  which  may  ferve  as  an  outline  for 
obfervations,  that,  in  future,  may  be  made  on  this 
fubjedb 

DIABETES; 

Authors  differ  refpecting.  the  definition  of  dia^ 
betes  ;  fome  include,  under  that  name,  every  ex¬ 
traordinary  evacuation  of  urine  :  but  it  cannot  be 
laid,  according  to  the  remark  of  Celfus,*  that  a  dia¬ 
betes  does  not  exift,  except  when  the  quantity  of  urine 

*  De  Medicin.  lib.  IV.  cap.  20. 

eva- 
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evacuated  equals  the  mais  of  fluids  taken  in,  and  that 
there  is  a  derangement  in  the  health.*  They  have 
alfo  termed  diabetes,  that  abundant  flow  of  urine 
which  occurs  after  a  fpafmodic  affedion,  originating 
from  an  acute  or  an  inflammatory  complaint  ;  but 
this  is  only  an  abufe  of  words,  and  blending  the  fymp- 
toms  with  the  difeafe. 

Others  f  have  conceived  that  they  have  lufficiently 
defined  the  difeafe,  by  obferving,  that  the  urine  eva¬ 
cuated  is  poifefled  of  the  fame  -qualities  as  the  ori¬ 
ginal  fluids,  when  firft  received  into  the  ftomach. 
But  this  definition  is,  by  no  means,  fufficiendy  ge* 
nerical  ;  for,  the  fluids  that  are  drank,  are  not  only 
'  evacuated  with  the  urine,  but  likewife  the  chyle,  the 
ierum:,  the  lymph,  the  bile,  the  fat,  and,  in  fad,  all 
the  different  fecretions  of  the  body.J  Thofe,  who 
have  underftood  by  diabetes  a  diarrhæa,  a  urinous  con- 
fumption,§  an  exceflive  flow  of  urine,  appear,  to  us, 
to  have  deferibed  better  its  generical  and  diftind 
charader. 

The  few  cafes  on  record  of  this  difeafe  are  proofs 
of  the  rarity  of  its  exiftence.  The  ancients  men¬ 
tion  but  few  :  Galen  relates  only  mo,  to  which  fub- 
fequent  authors,  in  general,  refer.  Aretæus  has  par¬ 
ticularly  confldered  this  fubjed  ;  and  it  appears  that 
this  difeafe  is  more  frequent  in  England  than  in 

*  Sydenham.,  Diflert.  epift.  de  Hyfleria. 

f  Ægin.  lib.  III.  cap.  14. 

X  Galen,  lib.  de  Crif. 

§  Aretæus  de  Cauf.  et  Sign.  Morbor.  diuturnor.  lib.  II.  cap.  2. 

C  4  France, 
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France.* * * §  Matthew  Debfon  mentions  having  leen  niné 
patients  sffîidled  v/ith  diabetes,  Cullen  twenty,  and' 
farce  a  firgle  cafe  is  noticed  by  any  French  author. 

;  '  not  polTible  that  this  difeafe  has  been  fre¬ 
er  "  -.-V"  for  another:  And  that  diabetes  has 

-  \  v  < 

continence  of  urine,  particu¬ 
larly  when  in  a  violent  degree ,  and  which,  not  ad¬ 
mitting  of  a  remedy,  are  accompanied  with  nearly  the 
fame  fymptorns,  fuch  as  emaciation,  depreflion  of 
ftrength,  fever,  ?  This  fufpicion  has  been  flip- 
ported  by  the  inaccurate  and  inattentive  manner  in 
which  the  diiTedtion  of  thofe  who  have  died  of  this 


difeafe  has  been  conducted  :  the  majority  were  fatis- 
fied  with  the  examination  of  the  kidneys  and  liver  j 
and  if  no  difeafe  was  found  in  thofe  parts,  yet  hill 
their  researches  were  not  profecuted  to  the  bladder  ; 
and  in  thofe  cafes  where  it  has  been  diffedted,  it  has  ge¬ 
nerally  been  found  large  in  fize,  and  fome  times  full 
of  urine. 

Diabetes  has  been  divided  into  too  many  fpecies. 
The  antients  mention  only  two,  true  and  lpurious  : 
when  the  urine  exceeded  the  drinks  taken  in,  when 
it  was  j*  yellow  white,  of  the  nature  of  the  chyle] 
purulent,  and  of  a  fweetifh,  fugary,  tafte,  &c.X  they 
termed  it  the  true  diabetes  ;  fpurious*  when  the  urine 
Was  crude,  preferving  the  nature  and  colour  of  the 
fluids  originally  drank  :  §  they  ftili  call  diabetes  a 


*  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  tom.  V. 

f  Cheine,  Sanit.  infirm,  page  14 9. 

J  Sauvages,  Nofolog.  tom  V.  page  186. 

§  Galen,  Arètetée,  Bartholin. 
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urinous  lientery.  But,  as  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  dif- 
eafe,  the  nature  and  properties  of  this  iecretion  vary 
materially,  the  diftindtion  is  unnatural,  and  only  tends 
to  confufe  the  hiftory  df  the  complaint.  The  moil 
methodical  division  would  be  into  two  fpecies,  one 
arifing  front  an  alteration  off  the  humours,  and  the 
other  produced  by  an  affection  of  the  kidneys.  A  de- 
fedt  in  affimilation  forms  the  ftrft  clafs,-  relaxation  and 
irritation  of  the  kidneys  produce  the  fecGiid;  Under 
the  defedt  of  affimilation  we  comprehend  all  the  dif- 
eafed  alteration  of  the  humours  which  have  hitherto 
been  confidered  as  productive  of  diabetes  :  fuch  as  an 
excels  of  the  ferum  of  the  blood,  its  too  great  te¬ 
nuity,  or  its  diffolved  ftate,  the  feverifh  and  arthritic 
diabetes  of  Sydenham,  and  the  ehyliferous  and  mel¬ 
liferous  fpecies,  &c. 

The  quicknefs,  with  which  the  feriim  of  the  blood 
runs  off  by  the  urinary  paffages,  proves  that  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  thofe  glands  are  well  adapted  to  produce,  that 
effedh  This  Iecretion  is  but  a  flight  effort  of  nature, 
fhe  has  only  to  filtrate  the  fluids,  nor  is  it  neceffary 
to  affign  any  other  caufe  to  explain  this  circumftance. 
In  a  ftate  of  health,  by  this  iecretion,  the  fuperfluity 
of  our  fluids  are  thown  offf  and  when  they  lofe  their 
confiftence,  and  become  fo  thin  as  to  pafs  off  by  the 
kidneys,  it  forms  diabetes.  Thus  we  regard  a  defedt 
of  affimilation  as  the  immediate  caufe  of  this  difeafe, 
without  the  neceffity  of  explaining  it  on  the  principle 
of  a  difeafed  affedtion  of  the  kidneys.  The  perfons 
moft  difpofed  to  it  are  of  a  weak  conftitution  and 
phlegmatic  temperament  :  thofe  who  -drink  plentifully 

of 


\  . 

(  26  ) 

of  warm  tepid  fluids*  or  indulge  in  fpirituous  liquors  t 
thofe  who  lead  a  lazy  and  fedentary  life,  or  re  fide  in 
inoift  or  damp  flotations*  that  are  badly  fed,  living  only 
on  vegetables,  particularly  on  pot-herbs;  When  the 
blood  has  been  impoverilhed  by  considerable  hemor¬ 
rhages,  by  frequent  and  continued  bleedings,  by 
abundant  fupuration,  or  by  tedious  difeafes,  exacting  A 
fevere  diet.  It  may  be  produced  by  metadafls,  and  be 
confequent  to  afcites  or  hydro- thorax.  The  ancients  at¬ 
tributed  this  difeafe  fometimes  to  the  cold  temperature 
of  the  atmofphere,  and  fometimes  to  excels  of  heat  ill 
the  patient.  Mead  fiippofed  it  originated  from  the 
liver,  but,  in  general,  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  en¬ 
feebled  Hate  of  the  digedive  organs.  This  particular 
fpecies  of  diabetes  can  only  be  didinguifhed  in  the  firlb 
attack,  for,  in  the  more  advanced  ftage*  the  fymptoms 
are  the  fame. 

This  difeafe  rarely  appears  fuddenly  *  the  fird 
fymptom  is  generally  a  frequent  defire  to  make  water. 
Sometimes  a  fenfe  of  heat  or  cold  is  experienced  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  belly  to  the  bladder,  the  quantity  of 
urine  daily  increafes,  and  foon  exceeds  the  fluids  that 
have  been  drank.  In  the  Aril  liage  of  the  difeafe  the 
patient  is  weak  and  low,  but  without  any  fenfe  of  third 
and  fever,  or  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys  or  blad¬ 
der  :  the  urine  crude,  inflpid,  and  inodorous,  and  without 
any  depoflt  :  the  fymptoms  gradually  come  on,  nor  is 
much  inconvenience  experienced  till  the  fécond  period 
of  the  complaint.  The  body,  at  lad,  becomes  dry  and 
emaciated,  in  confequence  of  this  condant  and  con¬ 
siderable  lofs  of  the  fluids*  a  fenfe  of  heat  in  the  fkin 

and 


(  *7  ) 

md  inteflines  comes  on,  followed  by  infatiable  thirlta 
What  is  drank  immediately  paffes  off,  and  the  patient 
expreffes  a  ftrong  defire  for  liquids,  but  an  averfion  to 
folid  food  in  this  fpecies  of  diabetes  :  acid  erubtations 
often  occur,  digeftion  is  painfitlj  the  chyle  imperfebtly 
formed  and  combined  with  the  drink,  and,  in  that  ftate> 
paffes  off  with  the  urine.  The  natural  properties  of 
this  fcretion  changes  fomedmes  it  is  yellow,  fomedmes 
inclining  to  white,  and  refembling  a  folution  of  honey 
in  water,  of  a  fweet  and  fugary  take,  with  a  weak 
Urinous  fmell,  and  depofiting  a  greyilh  matter  fuffici- 
ently  confiftent  ;  the  infenfible  perfpiration  being 
checked,  the  fkin  becomes  rough  and  fcaiy,  and  the 
general  emaciation  of  the  fyffem  perceptibly  increafes. 
If  the  urine  does  not  regularly  pafs  off,  the  abdomen 
fwells,  but  fubfides,  immediately,  as  foon  as  they  take 
their  natural  courfe*  The  pulfe  becomes  fmall,  ir¬ 
regular,  and  intermittent,  and,  at  length,  thole  affiibted 
with  this  dilèafe  become  perfectly  exhaufted.,  All  the 
fymptoms  of  marafmus  take  place,  and,  the  vafcular 
fyffem  not  containing  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  cir¬ 
culation,  death  takes  place; 

Diabetes  is  more  or  lefs  dangeroiis  according  to  the 
caufe,  the  duration  of  the  complaint,  the  age  and  con- 
ftitution  of  the  patient  :  when  it  attacks  thofe  who  are 
old  and  worn  out  with  infirmity,  if  the  dileafe  is  in¬ 
veterate,  and  the  fecretions  in  a  difolved  ftate,  there  is 
little  hope  for  a  cure.  Wintringham  fays,  he  never 
iucceeded  in  curing  the  true  diabetes.  Cullen,  who 
has  feen  a  confiderable  number  of  cafes,  fays,  that 
Scotland  cannot  produce  a  fingle  inftance  of  fuccefs. 

However* 
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However,  Van  Swîeten,  Harris,  Sec.  mention  many  : 
the  indications  of  cure  are  two;  foil,  to  give  confidence 
to  the  humours;  and,  fecondly,  to  prevent  their  de’-* 
termination  to  the  kidneys.  To  fulfil  the  fir  ft  we 
fhould  preferibe  incraftants  and  reftoratiyes,  fuch  as  a 
decoction  of  rice,  barley,  gum-dragon,  gum-arabic, 
or  of  hartfhorn -(havings,  to  which  fometimes  aromatics 
might  be  added,  fuch  as  cinnamon,  nutmeg,  and 
acidulated  with  a  few  drops  of  vitriolic  acid,  or  rabel 
water.  We  may  try  milk,  alum  whey,  mineral 
waters,  with  vitriolic  add,  a  ftrong  decodion  of 
quinquina i  We  fhould,  however,  regulate  our  choice 
of  remedies  by  the  particular  nature  of  the  difeafed 
fondions.  Excefs  of  drinking  and  aqueous  fluids  fhould 
be  avoided,  as  they  will  tend  to  produce  ftill  greater 
Weaknefs.  Abftinence,  in  this  particular,  fhould,  as 
much  as  pofïible,  be  attended  to  ;  and,  if  the  diftrefif- 
foo-  fenfation  of  thirft  could  be  refifted,  dry  medicines 
fhould  be  prefer ibed:  but  there  is  a  queftion,  that 
the  danger  of  the  difeafe  may  be  increafed  by  not  re¬ 
pairing,  by  the  ufe  of  plentiful  drinks,  the  lofs  occafioned 
by  the  abundant  flow  of  urine.  There  is  no  way  of  pre¬ 
venting  a  determination  of  humours  towards  the  kid¬ 
neys,  but  by  inviting  them  to  anotner  part.  Some 
have  endeavoured  to  produce  this  revulfion  from  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines,  and  have  employed  vomits 
and  draftic  purges.  Their  exhibition  is  by  no  means 
indifferent;  for,  if  they  do  not  ferve,  they  do  conft- 
derable  mifehief,  by  injuring  the  digeftive  organs. 
The  inconvenience  is  not  experienced,  by  producing 
a  revulfion  to  the  (kin.  The  analogy  that  exifts 

between 


(  29  ) 

between,  die  fecretions  of  urine  and  perfpiration,  and 
the  facility  and  quicknefs  with  which  they  vary  in 
a  Hate  of  health,  render  this  plan  preferable.  From 
the  exhibition  of  diaphoretics,  little  advantage  is  be 
expected  :  they  ad  rather  as  diuretics  than  on  the  fkin, 
and  weaken  the  urinary  organs,  already  too  much 
enfeebled  by  the  immoderate  how  of  urine.  Fric¬ 
tion,  inducing  perfpiration  by  the  ufe  of  hannel  or  % 
flefh-brufh,  is  efficacious  and  unattended  with  danger. 

o 

Theft  means  will  be  confiderably  afilfled  by  the  ufe  of 
fomentations  with  warm  water,  which  produce  a  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  fkin,  and  are  exempt  from  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  the  warm  bath,  which  increafes  the  ge- 
neral  weaknefs.  He  fliould  refide  in  a  warm  dry 
atmofphere,  and  be  cautious  of  expofmg  himielf  to  the 
cold  air  :  and,  if  the  ftrength  will  admit  of  the  exertion, 
he  fhould  walk  till  a  perfpiration  is  excited.  A  libe¬ 
ral  ufe  of  red  wine  may  be  allowed  in  the  fir  ft  ftao-e 
of  the  difeafe,  and  when  the  heat  and  fever  are 
moderate.  In  the  more  advanced  periods  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  folid  and  dry  food  fliould  be  recommended, 
particularly  farinaceous  fubhances:  but  the  take  of 
the  patient  and  the  ftrength  of  his  digeflive  powers 
fliould  be  particularly  attended  to.  When  the  difeafe 
has  readied  its  laft  ftage,  we  can  only  affuage  the 
the  third:  of  the  patient  by  acidulated  drinks,  and 
wait  till  nature  puts  a  period  to  his  nailery. 
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Of  Diabetes  produced  by  a  Relaxation  cf  the, 

Kidneys . 

A  relaxed  ftate  of  the  vefiels  of  the  kidneys  is 
more  frequently  the  eflredt  than  the  caufe  of  dia¬ 
betes  ;  but  they  are  fometimes  originally  affedted,  ei¬ 
ther  by  a  defedt  in  organization,  or  by  the  abufe  of 
aqueous  drink,  or  the  long-continued  ufe  of  diuretics. 
Retention  of  urine  gradually  obftrudts  the  fluids 
in  the  capillary  veffels  of  the  kidneys  ;  and,  from  this 
caufe,  they  become  extremely  diftended  from  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  fleeping  in  warm  and  foft  beds.  There  is  a 
fpecies  of  diabetes,  which  takes  place  from  a  partial 
or  total  deftrudtion  of  the  kidneys  themfelves,  and  has 
been  attributed  to  relaxation  ;  but  may  we  not  queflion 
the  exiftence  of  this  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  ?  Ruyfch,  it 

is  true,  adduces  one  example.  He  fays  he  difcovered, 

» 

in  a  fubjedt  that  died  of  diabetes,  the  right  kidney 
entirely  deftroyed,  and  the  bladder  amply  diftended. 
But  this  inftance  is  by  no  means  conclufive  ;  he  fpeaks 
only  like  an  anatomift,  and  juft  mentions  the  difeafe 
without  defcribing  a  Angle  pathognomonic  fymptom  ; 
and  it  is  probable,  that,  independant  of  this  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  parts,  met  with  in  the  diffedtion,  Ire  had 
tio  farther  acquaintance  with  the  difeafe,  but  what  lie 
acquired  from  uncertain  accounts  of  the  cafe.  It  is 
only  the  antecedent  fymptoms  which  enable  us  to  dif- 
tinguilh  whether  diabetes  arifes  from  relaxation  or  a 
defedt  ot  fllntiktha  ;  in  both  cafes,  np  pain  is  expe¬ 
rienced 
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ïîenced  in  the  lumbar  region;  but,  when  the  reac¬ 
tions  are  healthy  and  the  relaxation  is  local,  then  the 
digedive  organs  are  unimpaired,  and,  in  confequence, 
the  patients  experience  the  fenfations  of  hunger  and 
third  without  the  power  of  completely  gratifying  them, 
and  of  courle  their  drength  is  kept  up,  and  their  fever 
and  heat  increafed. 

It  is  in  the  commencement  of  this  difeafe,  that  af- 
trjngents  fhould  be  chiefly  employed  ;  as  alum,  whey, 
quinquina,  and  rhubarb.  The  moll  irritating  diure¬ 
tics  have  been  recommended  ;  fuch  as  the  tindture  of 
cantharides,  with  vitriolic  acid^*  the  dofe  from  1 5  to 
40  drops,  three  times  a  day,  applications  of  bodies 
rendered  cold  by  immerfion  in  ice,  comprefles  moid- 
ened  with  vinegar  pr  oxycrat,  applied  to  the  lumbar 
region,  are  the  mod  efficacious  means  of  redoring  the 
tone  of  the  kidneys  ;  but  they  diould  be  continued 
for  a  long  time.  Van  Swieten  fays  he  did  not  lue- 
eeed  till  he  had  perfided  in  the  remedy  more  than  fix 
months» 

Diabetes  from  Irritation  of  the  Kidneys, 

The  fluids  always  flow  towards  an  irritated  part  :  to 
the  kidneys,  for  example,  when  thofe  glands  become 
irritated,  occafioning  a  more  copious  fecretion,  and 

*  Edinburgh  Medical  Obfervations,  vol.  iv.  page  626.  In  the 
internal  ufe  of  any  preparation  of  cantharides,  we  fhall  never  lofe 
light  of  its  poifonous  qualities  ; .  and,  in  the  very  worfe  cafes,  the 
<dofe  of  half  a  grain  fhould  be  rarely  exceeded,. 
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fbmetim.es  confequent  diabetes.  The  abufe  of  warm 
diuretics,  gravel  or  fmall  ffones  in  the  kidneys,  a 
gouty,  itchy,  dartrous,  or  rheumatic,  affedion  of  thqfe 
glands.  Metaftafis,  the  external  application  or  the 
internal  exhibition  of  cantharides,  and  indulgence  in 
venereal  pleaiures,  are  fo  many  caufes  that  tend  to 
produce  diabetes.  Befides  the  fymptoms  that  have 
been  mentioned  in  this  fpecies  of  difeafe,  the  patient 
is  attacked  with  an  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
kidneys,  a  fymptom  that  does  not  occur  in  other  fpe¬ 
cies  of  diabetes* 

TREATMENT. 

We  mull  attend  to  the  irritating  caufe  :  if  it  arifes 

from  the  ufe  of  warm  diuretics,  we  muff  ufe  the  warm 

1  •  * 

bath,  décodions  of  linfeed,  marfhmallows,  and  dog’s 
tooth,  &c.  and  endeavour  to  invite  the  gouty  humour 
rto  the  fkin  by  the  applications  of  finapifms  to  the  feet  ; 
and  the  pforic  humour  fhculd  be  attended  to,  by  buf¬ 
fering  the  patient  again  to  imbibe  the  difeafe.  If  thefe 
means  are  not  fufficient,  we  fhould  determine  the  point 
of  irritation  to  another  part,  by  the  ufe  of  the  cauf- 
tic  or  feton,  or  by  the  application  of  a  blifter  ;  but 
not  compofed  of  cantharides.  Cupping,  ^tarifications, 
and  cataplafms,  repeatedly  applied  to  the  fame  re¬ 
gion,  may  contribute  to  remove  the  irritating  caufe, 
and  then  cure  the  difeafe. 

I  have  only  mentioned  thefe  different  fpecies  of 
diabetes  to  point  out  the  bounds  of  our  knowledge  of 
this  difeafe.  The  fubjed  is  new,  thç  field  for  hypothefis 

extenfiye, 

\ 
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gxtenfive,  and  the  caufe  of  fcîence  is  ferved  by  en- 

n  ♦ 

gaging  pra&itioners  to  communicate  the  fruits  of  their 
pbfervation  and  experience,  and  it  is  only  from  col- 
lefting  numerous  fads  we  can  acquire  any  certain  prin¬ 
ciples  for  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 


Extraction  of  a  Stone ,  flop  at  the  Injertion  of  the  Ureter 
in  the  Bladder ,  by  Mr .  Default . 

[The  Cafe  related  by  Mr.  Manoury,  Surgeon  to 

the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

MARY  Margaret  Renders,  a  native  of  Pont- 
Chary,  in  Brie,  aged  62,  of  a  good  confli- 

tution  and  fanguineous  temperament,  about  three 

*•  *  -■* 

years  fince,  was  attacked  with  a  violent  and  fixed 
pain  in  the  right  lumbar  region,  whiah  continued  for 
â  confiderable  time,  but  afterwards  moved  lower,  and, 

*  -  ■  '  v*  ,  ; 

according  to  the  expreflion  of  the  patient,  defcended 
a  little  every  day. 

Thefe  pains  ceafed  entirely  for  a  month,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  they  were  renewed,  but  confined 
to  the  bladder  and  meatus  urinarius.  This  fécond 
attack  was  accompanied  with  frequent  defire  to 
make  water:  die  urine,  conftantly  flimy,  became 
now  frequendy  bloody,  and  the  flream,  which  fome- 
:dmes  hidden! y  ilopt,  flowed  again  .when  fhe  varied 
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hcr  pofition  or  walked  a  few  fteps.  After  eight 
months  continued  pain,  fhe  was  attacked  for  three 
following  days  with  a  confiderable  difcharge  of  bloody 
urine,  followed  with  a  complete  fuppreffion,  which 
lafted  24  hours,  when  it  came  away  with  difficulty, 
drop  by  drop,  and  was  attended  with  excruciating 
agony.  Frightened  by  thefe  fymptoms,  fhe  was 
induced  to  fubmit  to  an  examination,  which  for  a 
long  time  ffie  had  rejected,  from  the  modefly  natural 
to  her  fex.  By  the  introduction  of  a  found,  a  ftone 
of  the  fize  of  a  hazel-nut  was  difcovered,  and  inftantly 
extracted  with  a  pair  of  common  forceps. 

This  woman  for  iome  months  enjoyed  the  moft 
perfeCt  health,  but  at  laft  her  old  pains  were  renewed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  ureter  and  in  the  region  of  the 
right  kidney.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
on  the  1  ft  of  September,  1788.  At  this  time  her 
pains  were  continual,  and  confined  to  the  internal 
part  of  the  bladder  ;  her  fymptoms  increafed  by  ex- 
ercife,  and  produced  a  frequent  defire  to  make  water, 
but  the  urine  was  not  bloody  as  before,  nor  did  it  pals 
in  an  interrupted  ftream.  By  the  introduction  of  a 
found  in  the  bladder,  Mr.  Default  difcovered  a  ftone 
at  the  lower  part,  which  he  conceived  was  fmall. 
The  general  health  of  the  patient  being  good,  previ¬ 
ous  preparation  was  deemed  unneceffary,  and,  in  con- 
fequence,  the  operation  was  performed  five  days  after 
her  admiffion  in  the  Hofpkal.  She  was  placed  on  the 
couch  appropriated  for  the  operation  of  lithotomy  in 
the  men,  and  confined  exactly  in  the  fame  fituation  : 
two  affiliants  feparated  the  labia  and  nymphæ  : 

the 
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the  furgeon  introduced  a  ftaff  into  the  bladder,  to 
be  reaftiired  of  the  prefence  of  a  {lone,  then  gave  to 
the  handle  of  the  infiniment  a  diredlion  perpen¬ 
dicular  to  the  axis  of  the  body,  inclining  it  a  little 
towards  the  left  groin,  and  applied  its  concave  part 
under  the  fymphifis  pubis.  He  then  introduced,  in 
the  groove  of  the  ftaff,  (which  was  now  inclined  to 
the  right,)  the  beak  of  Mr.  Hawkins’s  improved 
gorget,  the  edge  of  which  was  inclined  to  the  left  fide 
and  downwards,  and,  whilft  it  was  pafted  along  the 
groove,  the  handle  was  (lightly  deprefied,  by  which 
means  he  avoided  wounding  the  bottom  and  the  left 
fide  of  the  bladder  with  the  cutting  edge  of  the  gorget. 
The  incifion  was  then  profecuted  obliquely  in  the 
pofterior  and  left  part  of  the  urethra,  and  neck  o£ 
the  bladder:  he  withdrew  the  ftaff,  and,  with  his 
right  fore  finger  placed  on  the  gorget,  pafted  it  gently 
into  the  bladder  ;  the  forceps  was  then  introduced,  and, 
in  withdrawing  the  gorget,  he  formed  a  kind  of  fe mi- 
circle  round  the  forceps,  from  the  left  to  the  right, 
to  avoid  wounding  the  furrounding  parts.  The  ftone 
was  felt  a  fécond  time,  but  could  not  be  grafped  :  a 
fubftance  of  a  moderate  fize  was  felt  at  the  extremity 
of  the  forceps,  in  that  part  of  die  bladder  where  the  ftone 
was  firft  difcovered,  without  experiencing  that  peculiar 
fenfation  which  refults  from  an  inftrument  coming  in 
contact  with  a  bare  ftone:  after  fome  fruitlefs  attempts 
he  withdrew  the  forceps,  pafted  his  fore  finger  a  fécond 
time  into  the  bladder,  and,  in  the  room  of  a  ftone, 
a  tumour  was  felt,  which  yielded  eafily  to  the  prefture  of 
the  finger.  At  the  moment  fome  doubts  were  enter- 
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tamed,  of  its  nature,  it  might  be  a  fungus  of' the- 
bladder,  a  concreted  matter  in  the  coats  of  that  vifcus,. 
or  an  extraneous  fubdance  in  the  vagina,  but  the  lad  con¬ 
jecture  was  foon  removed,  by  the  introduction  of  the 
left  fore  finger  In  the  vagina.  Mr.  Default  was  perfectly 
fatisfied  that  he  felt  a  done  in  the  part  that  the  tumour 
occupied,  and  that  it  was  fituated  about  the  termina-  • 
tion  of  the  ureter.  He  began  to  fufpedt  that  the  done 
was  engaged  in  that  part  where  it  enters  the  bladder 
obliquely,  and  that  it  was  furrounded  by  the  tunics  of 
the  bladder.  tie  was  convinced  this  was  the  cafe, 
by  palling  the  end  of  his  finger  over  the  furface  of  the 
tumour,  when  he  felt  at  its  inferior  part  a  fmall  hard 
body,  inveded  with  membranous  folds.  Thefe  circum- 
dances  were  confirmed  by  many  furgeons  who  aflided 
at  the  operation,  and  had  introduced  their  fingers  into 
the  bladder.  Mr.  Default,  having  divided  in  different 
cireumdances  membranous  bands  high  up  in  the 
rectum,  and  in  other  cleep-ieated  cavities,  by  means 
of  the  inftrument,  the  engraving  of  which  is  annexed, 
conceived  that  it  might  be  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  this 
indance.  The  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  the  right 
hand  were  placed  in  the  rings  of  the  indrument,  and  the 
thumb  on  the  diank  :  he  conveyed  it  fhut  into  the 
bladder,  along  the  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand,  then- 
retracted  the  blade dufficiently  to  leave  the  femicircuiar 
notch  of  the  indrument  perfectly  free,  and,  by  means 
of  the  finger,  placed  this  notch  on  the  furface  of  the 
tumour  :  then  puffing  the  blade  gently  forward,  he  at . 
once  divided  that  part  of  the  ureter  and  bladder, 
which  inveded.  the  done  :  this  being  finifhed,  the 
-  ..  in- 
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infiniment  was  withdrawn,  and  with  his  finger*  which 
ferved  him  as  a  conductor,  it  was  difengaged,  and 
was  afterwards  eafily  extracted  by  means  of  a  pair  of 
common  forceps.  The  time  of  the  operation  was  pro¬ 
longed  in  co  nie  que  nee  of  -  waking  for  an  inftrument* 
whicn*  before  its  commencement*  there  was  no  pro¬ 
bability  of  wanting.  The  pain  of  the  operation  ffie 
fuftained  with  courage  and  fortitude.  She  was  put  on 
low  diet*  and  prelcribed  a  light  decoction  of  dog’s 
tooth  and  linfeed*  fweetened  with  fyrup  of  mârlh- 
mallows.  She  palled  the  next  day  and  night  well* 
complaining  only  of  a  fmarting  fenfation*  produced 
by  the  palfage  of  urine*  which  palled -away  involuntarily* 
and  drop  by  drop.  The  next  day  there  was  a  heat 
in  the  Ikin  and  a  frequency  in  the  pulfe  *  the  belly 
neither  tender  nor  painful.  The  third  day*  the  pa¬ 
tient  feeling  herfelf  well* -and  not  apprehending  ar*y 
farther  ..  ill  confequences*  took  fome  folid  food*  which 
ihe  procured  clandeftmely.  The  fourth  day*  Ihe  was 
ftill  better;  and  now  finding  no  inconvenience  from 
folid  nutriment*  Ihe  eat  ftill  more  liberally.  The 
fifth  day,  there  was  fome  fever*  the  tongue  dry*  and 
the  belly  painful  and  tender.  She  wras  bled  at 
the  arm  :  two  enemas  adminiftered  in  the  coude  of 
the .  day*  and  was  ordered  to  drink  plentifully  of 
veal  broth  and  decoblion  of  dog’s  tooth*  which  Ihe 
took  alternately.  The  fixth  day,  Ihe  was  more  calm  ; 
the  fever,  heat*  drynefs  of  the  tongue*  and  the  pain 
in  the  belly,  were  abated.  The  urine  ftill  came 
away  involuntarily,  but  without  much  fmarting.  The 
eighth  day*  Ihe  had  no  fever*  and  the  belly  wTas  ealy  ; 
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flie  was  able  to  retain  half  a  wine-glafs  of  urine*  and, 
on  the  9th,  a  full  glafs.  Some  light  food  was  now 
permitted.  On  the  10th,  the  urine  paffed  away  vo¬ 
luntarily.  The  quantity  of  nourilhment  was  now  gra¬ 
dually  increafed.  This  woman  remained  in  the  hof- 
pital  twenty  days  after  the  operation,  and  could  either 
retain  or  pafs  her  urine  at  pleafure, 

REFLECTIONS. 

Though  women  are  much  left  fubjedt  to  the  ftone 
than  men  ;  yet  not  a  year  paffcs,  but  many  are  cut 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  We  have  feen,  fucceffively,  in 
this  Jiofpital,  two  modes  of  performing  the  operation 
in  women,  Formerly,  the  method  of  dilating  the 
urethra  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  was  the  uni¬ 
form  practice  :  but,  fince  Mr.  Default  has  been  the 
chief  furgeon,  he  always  prefers  incifion.  With  a  view 
that  practitioners  might  decide  which  of  thefe  two 
methods  was  preferable,  a  reprefentation  has  been 
made  of  the  refult  of  all  the  cafes  that  have  been 
operated  on  thefe  laft  ten  years,  and  it  was  found, 
that  the  inconveniences  that  patients  experienced,  fub- 
fequent  to  the  operation  by  dilation,  never  took 
place  after  incifion.  By  incifion,  lefs  pain  is  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  the  time  of  the  operation  is  fhort- 
ened. 

The  fituation  of  the  meatus  urinarius  on  the  va-» 
gina,  and  the  proximity  of  the  pudendal  artery,  fug- 
gefted  an  apprehenfion  that  they  might  be  divided 

by 
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by  the  cutting  edge  of  the  infiniment  ;  but,  by  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts,  it 
is  found,  that  the  urethra  may  be  divided  between 
the  branch  of  the  pubis  and  the  vagina,  without  pe¬ 
netrating  that  canal  or  opening  the  artery.  We  fhall 
not  flop  here  to  compare  the  operation,  by  incifion  of 
the  urethra,  with  the  lmall  apparatus  fuch  as  propofed 
by  Celfus,  or  with  the  hypogaflric  fedtion,  revived, 
in  modern  times,  by  Frere  Cofme.  There  is  no 
one,  converfant  in  the  dangers  and  difficulties  at¬ 
tendant  on  thefe  two  operations,  can  hefitate  in  their 
'  choice  j  nor,  fhould  either  of  them  be  had  recourfe 
to,  but  in  circumftances  of  abfolute  neceffity. 

It  is  unneceffary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  thofe  in¬ 
ftruments  adapted  folely  for  women  :  thefe  we  rejedt 
as  unneceffary  j  for,  the  inftruments,  employed  for 
men,  can  be  ufed  with  equal  advantage,  and,  by 
Amplifying  our  pradiice,  we  make  one  Hep  towards 
improving  the  art. 

In  the  Hotel  Dieu  the  fame  flaff  and  inftruments  are 
employed  in  both  fexes;  fometimes  we  ufe  the  Ample, 
and  fometimes  the  concealed  biftoury,  and  moft 
generally  Hawkins’s  gorget,  on  account  of  the  Am- 
plicity  of  its  conftrudtion,  and  the  certainty  with  which 
we  are  enabled  to  make  the  incifion  j  but  it  fhould 
be  narrower  for  women  than  men:  for,  in  men,  not 
only  the  urethra  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  but  a 
portion  of  the  proftrate  gland,  is  to  be  divided.  The 
gorget  which  Mr.  Default  ufes  for  adult  women  is 
|  &  T*T  of  an  inch  wide  at  the  termination  of  its  edge. 
This  furgeon  has  improved  Mr,  Hawkins’s  gorget  by 
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preferving  only  a  flight  degree  of  curvature.  By  thii 
improvement,  and  inclining  the  ftaff,  the  urethra  and 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  may  be  divided  in  the  fame 
direction  as  with  another  initrument.  As  the  cafe  of  a 
man,  operated  on  with' this  initrument,  will  be  publithed 
foon,  in  one  of  the  journals,  a  more  particular  and  ac¬ 
curate  detail  of  the  procefs  ot  the  operation,  and  the 
advantages  of  the  improved  ftate  of  the  infiniment^ 
will  be  deferred  till  that  period,  when  a  plate  will  be 


given. 

The  circumitance  of  a  fldne  being  flopped  at  tile 
infertion  of  the  ureter  in  the  bladder,  in  women,  is  a 
fmgiilar  cale  ;  nor  are  We  acquainted  with  any  inftance 
but  the  one  related  ;  yet,  by  their  organization,  they 


are  Certainly  equally  fubjeCt  to  its  exiftence  as  men, 
who  have  mbbwkh  the  like  difpofition  ;  inftances  of 
which  are  mentioned  by  Franco,*  Littré, f  arid 
Le  Dran,f  whb  àre  by ’rib  means  frifhciently  clear 
feipeCting  the  manner  of  extracting  the  ftone. 

Littré  adviles  that  part  of  the  ureter  and  bladder^ 
which  invefls  the  ftone,  fhould  be  worn  out  by  fri&ionj 
produced  by  frequent  introduction  of  the  Faff,  or  that 
the  covering  ihould  be  torn  by  the  forceps,  by  gentle 
and  repeated  endeavours.  The  fimple  relation  of  thefe 
plans  are  fufficient  to  prove  their  infufhciency.  Le  Dran 
has  had  recourfe  to  emollient  injections,  but  the  ftone 
could  not  be  extracted  till  they  had  been  continued  for 


*  Traité  des  Hernies,  C.  3Ï. 
f  Mem.  Acad,  des  Sciences,  A.  1702. 
%  Académie  de  Chirurgie,  tom  I. 
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favo  months:  this  method  is  uncertain  in  the  event,  and, 
from  the  ftone  being  left  in  the  bladder,  leaves  the 
patient  in  a  (late  of  the  moll  anxious  fufpence. 

Houftét,*  in  his  memoir  on  encyfted  tumours,  fays, 
that  the  method  of  cutting,  employed  by  Fourbert, 
explains  the  method  of  difengaging  the  ftone  ;  it  may 
be  prefumed  that  Houftet,  in  quoting  Fourbert’s 
method,  only  meant  to  point  out  the  place  where  the 
external  incifion  fhould  be  made  ;  for,  according  to  his 
idea,  the  cavity  of  the  bladder  is  not  penetrated,  and 
only  the  parts  that  immediately  inveft  the  ftone 
are  divided  :  the  operation,  thus  performed,  ap¬ 
proaches  nearer  the  fmall  apparatus  than  Fourbert’s 
method  j  blit,  whatever  it  may  be,  the  uncertainty  of 
being  able  to  cut,  precifely,  on  the  place  where  the 
ftone  is  fituated,  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  wounding 
parts  fo  deeply  leated,  will  render  this  operation, 
highly  imprudent  to  perform:  the  conduit  of  Garangeot, 
in  a  limitai*  cale,  is  more  worthy  of  imitation  ;  the 
ftone  was  encyfted  in  a  pouch  or  cel],  fituated  at  the 
anterior  part  of  the  bladder  :  alter  its  fituation  was 
afcertairied,  by  the  introduction  of  the  finger  into  the 
bladder,  he  cut  off,  with  a  biftoury,  that  portion  of 
the  fac  that  contained  the  ftone,  and  difengaged  it 
eafily  ;  but,  although  Mr.  Garangeot  was  fuccefsful, 
the  incifion  with  the  biftoury  is  fubjeCt  to  great  incon¬ 
venience  ;  ic  is  difficult  to  cut,  with  this  inftrument,  a 
rough  and  irregular  furface  ;  and,  as  Hones  are  generally 
round,  there  is  danger  of  their  flipping  and  piercing  the 
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bladder.  Mr.  Default's  infiniment,  which  he  calls  his 
kiotome ,  coupeur  de  luette ,  or  coupe- bride,  from  the 
ufes  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  is  not  open  to  the 
fame  objections.  No  injury  can  be  received  from  its 
point,  as  the  blade  is  concealed,  nor  can  any  part 
be  divided  but  what  the  furgeon  may  wifh.  If  the 
incifion  fhoukl  not  be  completed  at  firft,  the  blade 
may  be  withdrawn,  die  femicircular  notch  of  the  in¬ 
finiment  pufhed  more  forv/ard,  and  the  incifion  pro- 
fecuted  to  any  extent  ;  this  infiniment  was  invented  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  dividing  membranous  bands 
in  the  re&um,  but  it  has  fince  been  employed,  with 
the  greatefl  fuccefs,  in  the  excifion  of  the  tcnfils,  and 
in  taking  off  fungi,  and  other  excrefcences  fituated 
in  cavities  ;  the  blade  is  fo  contrived,  that,  when  it 
paffes  through  the  femicircular  notch,  it  firmly  fixes  the 
parts  that  are  to  be  divided,  which  cannot  be  done 
with  either  the  feiffars  or  bifloury,  as  moveable 
parts  are  apt  to  recede,  and  render  the  feClion  dif¬ 
ficult.  If  the  part  we  mean  to  incife  is  too  large  to 
be  contained  in  the  notch  of  the  infiniment,  after  the 
divifion  of  one  portion,  we  may  proceed  to  another, 
and  the  operation  may  be  in  this  manner  completed. 
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EXPLANATION  Çf  PLATE  I. 

FIG.  I.  Kiotome,  a  coupe-bride ,  or  kyfiiiomey 
with  a  lateral  notch. 

AB .  A  filver  fheath  which  receives  tlie 
blade. 

vis.  Rings  foldered  to  the  fheath. 

y.  A  portion  of  the  blade  which  remains 
naked  in  the  lateral  notch,  x  y  z. 

AT.  A  fleel  fhank  or  handle  continued 
from  the  blade. 

* 

C .  A  ring  at  the  extremity  of  the  (hank. 

B  C.  The  total  length  of  the  infiniment* 
which  is  nine  inches. 


FIG.  II.  The  fheath  of  the  kiotome  feparated 
from  the  blade. 

x  y  z.  The  femicircular  notch,  9  lines  in 
diameter. 

AB.  Length  of  the  fheath,  6  inches  4 
lines  3  width,  near  the  rings,  8  lines  3 
near  the  femicircular  notch  7  lines. 

Diftance  from  the  extremity  B  to 
the  beginning  of  the  femicircular  notch  x3 
7  lines. 
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FIG*  III.  The  fteel  blade  of  the  kiotome*  out  of 
its  fheath. 

sEy  sD.  The  blunt  Tides  of  the  blade* 
thinner  than  the  middle. 

DE.  Sloping  edge  io  lines  in  length*  form¬ 
ing  the  Angle  DEs  of  35  deg. 
ss.  The  projecting  part  of  the  handle*  to 
prevent  the  blade  being  pufhed  too  for¬ 
ward  in  the  {heath, 
ssT.  Length  of  the  fhank,  18  lines. 
ssE..  Length  of  the  blade*  6  inches  1 
line. 

Width  of  the  blade  near  the  fhank  7  lines 
and  half*  in  the  middle  7  lines*  near 
the  edge  6  lines  and  half. 

It  is  neceTàry  to  obferve,  that  the  French  foot 
contains  13  Englifh  inches,  and  that  each  inch  is 
divided  into  11  lines.  The  meafure  of  the  annexed 
engraving  is  calculated  by  the  French  foot. 
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FRACTURES 
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OLE  C  R  A  N  O  N. 


OBSERVATION  I. 

JOHN  Baptift  Nicolas,  a  native  of  Paris,  45  years 
of  age,  of  a  bilious  temperament  and  ftrong 
conftitution,  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  the 
10 th  Nov.  1790. 

Mr.  Default  examined  the  patient  in  bed,  and, 
although  he  was  perfedly  fatisfied  of  the  exiftence  of 
the  fracture  of  the  olecranon,  he  had  him  conducted 
to  the  theatre  and  re-examined,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  ftudçnts,  to  afford  them  a  perfonal  opportu* 
nity  of  remarking  the  charade riftic  diftindions  of 
this  fpecies  of  fradure.  The  patient  faid,  that  fix  hours 
Cnee  he  fell  on  his  right  elbow,  that  he  felt  an  acute 
pain  in  the  part,  and,  from  that  inflant,  was  incapable 
of  extending  the  fore -arm,  and,  on  attempting  it,  he 
felt  as  if  fomething  were  detached  from  the  elbow. 

A 

The  fore-arm  was  half  bent,  accompanied  with  Con- 
fiderable  fwelling  and  echymofis  round  the  elbow* 
The  olecranon  was  drawn  up  higher  than  the  con¬ 
dyles 
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dyîes  of  the  humerus,  when,  from  the  pofitlon  of  the 
arm,  its  fituation  Ihould  have  been  neceffarily  lower. 

We  were  convinced  of  the  jufticc  of  this  remark, 
by  placing  the  other  arm  precilely  in  the  fame  po¬ 
rtion  :  between  the  fradtured  end  of  the  ulna  and 
the  olecranon  there  was  a  depreffion  fufficiently  large 
to  admit  the  finger,  which  was  much  more  percepti¬ 
ble  on  increafing  the  flexion  of  the  fore-arm  :  when  the 
triceps  mufcle  was  in  a  date  of  contraction  it  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  almoft  difappeared  by  extending  the  fore¬ 
arm,  and,  confequently,  producing  a  ftate  of  in- 
adtion  in  that  mufcle,  the  olecranon  admitted  of 
fame  degree  of  motion  without  changing  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  the  ulna.  No  doubt  remaining  of  the  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  olecranon,  it  was  reduced  and  retained 
in  its  fituation  in  the  following  manner.  Whilft  two 
affiftants  extended  the  fore-arm,  one  turn  of  a  Angle 
headed  roller,  of  four  or  five  ells  length  and  three 
fingers  breadth,  moiftened  with  aq.  veg.  was  applied 
round  the  inferior  part,  and  continued  over  the  whole 
fore-arm  even  to  the  articulation.  The  fradhired  ole¬ 
cranon  was  drawn  down  towards  the  ulna,  whilft  the 
lkin  was  drawn  upward,  by  an  affiftant,  to  prevent  it 
from  being  wrinkled;  for,  when  this  was  omitted, 
folds  were  apt  to  form  between  the  difunited  parts, 
and  prove  rather  an  impediment  to  the  reunion. 
When  the  finger  was  removed,  by  the  preffure  of 
which  the  olecranon  had  been  pufhed  againft  the  cu¬ 
bitus,  it  was  retained  in  its  fituation  by  a  turn  of  the 
roller,  which  was  paffed  from  the  fuperior  and  ante¬ 
rior  part  of  the  fore -arm  above  the  elbow,  then 
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pafled  on  the  infide,  and  refle&ed  back  again  to  the 
anterior  part  of  the  fore-arm,  forming  a  bandage, 
in  the  fhape  of  a  figure  of  eight,  fimilar  to  what  is 
ufed  in  bleeding.  The  bandage  was  continued  as  high 
as  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm,  where  it  was  fixed 
by  a  circular  turn  :  a  ftrong  fplint  was  then  applied  to 
the  whole  length  of  the  arm  and  fore- arm,  but  a 
little  bent  at  the  articulation  to  prevent  the  com¬ 
plete  extenfion  of  the  fore-arm,  by  which  means  the 
end  of  the  fra&ured  ulna  wrould  be  forced  into  the 
cavity  of  the  olecranon,  and  puihed  more  forward 
than  the  other  fragment;  confequently,  the  union 
would  be  irregular.*  This  Iplint  was  retained  with 

the 

*  Thefe  inconveniences,  ariflng  from  keeping  the  arm  com* 
pletely  extended,  we  have  not  yet  had  opportunities  of  oblerving. 
The  fubjedt  of  fradlures  of  the  olecranon  and  patella  have  been* 
by  the  generality  of  authors,  very  inaccurately  treated.  The 
public  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  prefent  Profeflor  of 
Anatomy  to  the  Royal  Academy,  for  an  ingenious  eflay  on  this 
fubjedt;  and,  in  the  year  1782,  my  friend  Mr.  Halghton,  Lec¬ 
turer  on  Phyfiology  at  Guy’s  Hofpital,  wrote  fome  remarks  on 
this  fpecies  of  fradture,  which  are  fubjoined  tc  two  cafes  pub- 
lillied  in  the  9th  vol.  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  p.  382  : 
in  the  firft  cafe,  the  ufe  of  the  arm  was  perfectly  reftored  by 
the  obfervance  of  an  extended  polition  ;  and  in  the  other, 
from  its  being  kept  in  a  Hate  of  flexion,  its  ufe  was  en¬ 
tirely  loft.  As  thefe  remarks  are  written  with  clearnefs  and  per- 
ipicuity,  we  conceive  that  the  quotation  will  be  highly  acceptable 
to  our  readers. 

“  In  the  preceding  cafes,  we  have  an  opportunity  of  ob* 
**  ferving  very  different  effects  to  arife  from  the  lame  kind  of  ac*: 

cident, 
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the  remainder  of  the  roller,  and  the  limb  placed  on 
a  cuihion,  in  fuch  a  way  that  the  preflure  fhould  be 

every 

^  '  b 

e‘  cident,  according  to  the  particular  treatment  m^d@  life  of 
“  in  each. 

“  In-  the  fir  ft,  the  patient  is  able  to  perform  all  the  motions 
(<  to  which  the  arm  is  appropriated  :  in  the  laft,  it  is  exceedingly 
.*'<  limited,  and  attended  with  a  total  incapacity  to  ftretch  the 
“  elbow. 

(t  If  w£  confider  the  mechanifm  of  the  joint,  with  the  attach- 
<(  ment  of  the  mufcles  by  which  it  is  moved,  we  fhall  find  thefe 
“  phænomena  admit  of  a  very  fimple  and  eafy  folution.  The 
“  elbow  is  a  joint  admitting  of  flexion  and  extenfion,  {pronation 
t(  and  fupination  I  fhal!  pafs  over,  as  having  little  connection  with 
<(  the  prefent  cafe,)  for  which  purpofes  the?  rounded  and  pulley- 
(t  like  extremity  of  the  os  humeri  is  received,  and  moves  in  a 
f(  correfponding  cavity  of  the  ulna,  called  Jjgmoid.  Tjie  twp  pro- 
“  cefies,  by  which  this  cavity  is  in  feme  degree  formed,  are  its 
S(  anterior,  called  coronoid,  and  its  pofterior,  called  oUcranon,  In 
“  order  the  better  to  regulate  the  degree  of  flexion  and  extenfion, 
e<  there  are  two  cavities  fituated  at  the  inferior  extremity  of  the 
«  os  humeri  ;  one  on  the  anterior,  the  other  on  the  pofterior 
t( .  furface  :  into  thefe  the  two  procefles  of  the  ulna  are  occafionally 
<*  received.  When  the  joint  is  in  its  greateft  degree  of  flexion, 
ee  the  coronoid  procefs  is  received  into  the  anterior  cavity  or 
(<  fofta;  and,  when  in  the  greateft  degree  of  extenfion,  the  ex« 
st  tremity  of  the  olecranon  occupies  the  pofterior  fofia. 

“  In  order  to  communicate  motion  to  this  arrangement  of 
<c  parts,  mufcles  are  fituated  in  various  directions  ;  but  the  muf- 
tc  cle  by  which  extenfion  is  chiefly  performed,  (the  triceps  extern 
ft  for  cubiti,)  being  inferted  into  the  extremity  of  the  olecranon, 
f(  has  an  attachment  peculiarly  advantageous  and  mechanical,  as 
ee  it  is  thereby  at  fome  diftance  from  the  centre  of  motion,  con- 
C£  fequently  lefs  exertion  will  be  neceflary  to  accomplilh  ex- 
ff.  tendon, 
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£very  where  equal.  Two  days  after,  the  bandage 
became  loofe  :  in  confequence  of  the  abatement  of 
the  fweliing  and  ecchymofis,  it  was  re-applied,  and  re¬ 
peated  frequently  during  the  courfe  of  the  treatment. 
Three  weeks  after  the  accident,  though  the  fracture 
appeared  united  and  firm,  it  was  kept  extended  for 
two  days,  with  only  a  few  turps  of  the  roller  palled 

*  f 

“  When  by  any  accident  this  procefs  is  broken  oft,  two  very 
important  changes  are  induced  upon  the  part.  Fir  A,  the  lever 
*<  that  enabled  the  mufcle  to  act  io  advantageoufly  is  removed» 
C(  Secondly,  the  fpace  in  which  the  mufcle  a&ed  is  now  fhortened. 
et  Hence  that  bony  arrangement  that  was  before  fo  favourable  to 
motion  is  now  deftroyed,  and  the  mufcle,  by  whofe  agency 
«  this  effect  was  produced,  has  its  influence  exceedingly  limited, 
ff  at  leak  for  a  conflderable  time  ;  and  even  admitting  time  to 
“  accommodate  itfelf  to  a£t  in  the  new  and  Shortened  fpace, 
f(  as  well  as  to  become  obedient  to  the  impulfe  of  the  will,  flill 
ft  the  ftate  of  the  bone  will  continue  an  infuperabla  impediment. 

<e  Note.  The  anconæus  affifls  in  extending  the  arm  ;  but,  being 
**  inferted  below  tire  olecranon,  is  not  importantly  concerned  in  the 
prefent  cafe. 

“  Thefe  conflderations  naturallv  lead  to  a  judicious  and  fuccefs- 
ce  ful  practice,  the  rational  intention  being  to  reftpre  the  parts  to 
ct  their  natural  fltuation,  and  to  preferve  tliem  in  it.  To  accom- 
«  plifh  thefe  ends,  we  have  to  confider  what  that  pofltion  of  the 
“  arm  is,  that  fuffers  the  two  extreme  points  of  the  mufcle  to 
f<  approach  the  neareft  ;  or,  in  other  words,  what  pofltion  re- 
**  laxes  the  extenfor  inufcle  in  the  greatefl  poflible  degree  l  The 
«  extended  one  is  indifputably  that  pofltion,  confeqijently  eyery 
(f  judicious  furgeon  will  pay  due  attention  to  this  in  practice ;  .«nd, 
f(  by  the  aid  of  a  bandage  applied  frojn  above  downward,  with 
«  other  mechanical  means  tending  to  keep  the  fragments  in  ap- 
f‘  pofltion,  and  as  near  contact  as  poflible,  he  will  have  ever  y 
«  reafon  to  hope  for  and  expect  fuccefs,” 
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round  the  articulation:  every  kind  of  bandage  was 
then  left  off,  the  motions  of  flexion  and  extenfion 
were  performed  and  gradually  increafed  in  degree  till 
the  thirty- fifth  day  after  the  accident,  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  examined  by  many  of  the  fludents,  who 
were  not  able  to  difcover  the  lead  deformity,  or 
even  the  trace  of  a  fraPture,  and  he  recovered 
the  ufe  of  his  arm  as  perfectly  as  before  the  acci¬ 
dent. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

[By  Mr,  Chorin,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

Mary  Dufour,  a  waflier  -  woman,  refident  at 
Neuilly,  near  Paris,  about  32  years  of  age,  of  a  fan- 
guineous  temperament  and  good  confiitution,  as  fire 
was  carrying  a  heavy  burthen,  fell  and  f raptured  her 
elbow  :  fhe  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  4th  Dec, 
1789.  Two  days  after  the  accident,  though  the  parts 
were  fwelled,  and  fhe  was  rather  fat,  we  diftinguifhed 
eaflly  it  was  a  fraPture  of  the  olecranon,  by  the  cha- 
racieriflic  diflinPtions  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
cafe.  It  was  reduced  and  treated  precileiy  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  pain  and  fymptoms  icon  ceafed, 
and  fhe  was  allowed  folid  food  the  next  day.  On 
the  fifth  day,  the  hand  was  (lightly  fwelled,  but,  by 
loofening  the  bandage,  in  two  days  it  lubfided.  On 
the  twenty- fourth,  the  reunion  was  complete  and  the 
dreflings  left  off.  The  rigidity  of  the  fore-arm,  wrift, 

and 
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and  fingers,  foon  fubfided  by  exercife,  and,  on  the 
thirtieth  day,  Hie  was  brought  to  the  Theatre  and 
jdifmihed,  as  perfectly  cured  as  the  liibjed  of  the 
preceding  cafe. 

t  w 

% 
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OBSERVATION  III. 

.  ... 

[  By  Mr.  Ghorin.] 

.On  the  7th  of  Nqv,  1790,  Margaret  Lagarde,  a 
native  of  Paris,  73  years  of  age,  flipped  from  the 
fécond  flair  of  a  flaircafe,  and  fradured  her  elbow. 
Three  days  after  the  accident  hie  was  vifited  by  a 
furgeon,  who  attended  only  to  the  fwejling  and  eçchy- 
mofis  that  furrounded  the  fore-arm  :  l\e  contented 
himfelf  with  applying  a  poultice,  without  regarding 
the  elbow,  to  which  the  patient  referred  as  the  im¬ 
mediate  feat  of  the  pain.  Eight  days  after,  the  fuell¬ 
ing  ûrbfided,  but  the  pain  in  the  elbow  ftilj  re¬ 
mained.  Mr.  Default  examined  the  patient,  and  di- 
r.edly  djfcoyered  that  the  olecranon  was  fradured, 
and  feparated  about  half  an  inch  from  the  ulna  :  thp 
treatment  of  the  cafe  was  the  fame  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  and  although  the  fragment  could  not  be 
brought  in  perfect  contact,  from  the  length  of  time 
.that  had  elapfed,  yet  the  union  completely  took  place 
by  the  twenty- eighth  day,  and  the  groove  between 
the  divided  parts  of  the  bone  could  fcarcely  be  dif- 
Onguilhed.  The  rigidity  of  the  fore -arm,  wrift, 
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and  fingers,  drat  had  been  rendered  {till  more  con¬ 
fide  rable  by  the  fwelling,  foon  yielded  to  exercife, 
and,  on  the  forty-fix th  day  after  die  reduction,  thç 
motions  of  thefe  parts  were  completely  reitored. 

The  ancients  have  transmitted  nothing  on  fradtures 
of  the  olecranon,  uniefs  we  admit  with  Dalechamps 
in  the  paifage  of  Paulus  Ægnetus,  cc  Cubitus  frangi- 
tur,.  ..circa  partem  ad  cubiti  gibbum.”*  The  mo¬ 
derns,  and  even  Petit  himfclf,  have  not  diftinguifhed 
this  from  other  fractures  of  the  ulna.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  practitioners,  milled  by  a  falfe  theory,  and 
perfuaded  that  lois  of  motion  was  neceffarily  confe- 
client  to  all  fractures,  connected  with  the  articula- 
tiens,  did  not  even  attempt  its  reduction  ;  they  kept 
the  arm  in  a  fang  in  a  hex  politi'on,  that  the  anchylofis 
might  be  as  little  inconvenient  as  poffible  ;  and  what 
tended  to  confirm  them  in  their  error,  was,  that  the 
powers  of  extenfion  were  totally  loft  by  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  extended  pofition,  and  the  mufcles 
remaining  for  fuch  a  length  of  time  in  a  Hate  of 
inadtion. 

Duverney  is  the  frit  who  has  propofed  a  metho¬ 
dical  treatment  for  this  accident. j-  This  fradture, 
he  fays,  is  to  be  diltinguiflied  by  the  circumitance 
of  the  fradtured  portion  being  drawn  up  by  the 
addons  of  the  extenfor  mufcles,  and  the  impoffibility 
of  moving  the  fore-arm,  which  reds  hanging  by  the 

*  De  Re  Medica,  lib.  VI.  cap.  ioo. 
f  Mai.  de£  Os,  tom.  i.  page  325. 
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fide  of  the  body  :  to  reduce  it,  he  extends  die  fore- 
•arm,  and,  by  the  affiftance  of  his  thumbs,  pufhes 
down  the  procefs  of  the  olecranon,  and  retains  it  in 
this  fituation  by  means  of  a  thick  and  lirait  com- 
prels,  placed  above  the  frabture  ;  over  that  a  circular 
■comprefs,  and  a  bandage,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  what 
is  ufed  in  bleeding  ;  then  the  limb,  {lightly  bent,  was 
placed  on  a  pillow,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  a  few 
days,  he  tried  to  avoid  an  anchyiofis  by  gentle  and 
repeated  motion. 

Mr.  David  *  attributes  the  anchyiofis,  which  is 
‘often  confequent  to  the  frabture  of  the  olecranon,  to 
•the  ignorance  of  the  furgeon.  Reft  and  extenfion  he 
thinks  effentially  neceftary  to  the  re -union  ;  but  as 
foon  as  this  has  taken  place,  which  is  generally  about 
the  25th  day,  he  recommends  the  arm  to  be  gently 
moved,  and  to  be  increafed  in  degree  every  day  : 
•he  obferves,  that,  if  too  much  extended,  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  ulna  will  be  forced  in,  and  the  union  will 
be  imperfect  or  the  motion  difficult. 

The  fubjebt  of  fractures  of  the  olecranon  has,  cer¬ 
tainly,  not  yet  been  difcuffed  with  lufficient  accuracy 
to  direbt  the  prabtice  of  young  prabtitioners,  part 
only  of  the  charabteriftic  diftinbtions  are  to  be  found  ; 
and  Duverney’s  method  is  fubjebt  to  many  inconve¬ 
niences  ;  his  comprefies,  bandages,  &c.  may  eafily 
be  difplacedf  befides,  he  applies  nothing  to  prevent 
the  flexion  of  the  fore-arm  :  and,  if  the  bandage  is 
too  loofe,  the  olecranon  will  not  be  retained  in  its 

*  Difïèrt.  fur  les  Effets  du  Mouvement,  Sc c.  page  63  et  fuiv, 

E  3  fituation  J 


(  54  ) 

fituatiori  5  and,  if  too  tight,  much  fwelling  will  bb 
induced. 

This  expofition  will  be  fufficient  to  enable  our 
readers  to  judge  of  the  progrefs  of  furgery  in  the 
treatment  of  thefe  accidents,  and  we  are  happy  in  the 
communication  of  any  remarks  that  may  tend  to 
throw  light  on  fo  interefting  a  branch  of  practice. 


«>.?  j  >  -  ••  . 

Of  Supprejfion  of  Urirfc. 

Molt*  authors  have  confounded  fupprefllon  of 
urine  with  retention,  and  have  delcribed  them  both 
tinder  the  generical  name  of  ifchuria.  Some  have^ 
however,  âdmittèd  of  two  fpecies ,  one  true,  and  the 
other  fpurious  :  by  the  true  ifchuria  they  mean  when 
the  urine  is  contained  in  the  bladder  -,  ipurious,  when 
it  does  not  How  into  that  vifcus;  but,  by  this  de- 
fcription,  we  do  not  acquire  a  juft  idea  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  as  the  urine  may  be  flopped  in  the  ureters,  and 
How  out  by  a  Hftulous  orifice,  and  frill  the  fecretion 
go  on,  as  ufual,  in  the  kirideys.  It  is  important, 
however,  that  thefe  diftindtions  ihould  be  carefully 
attended  to  ;  for,  the  methods  we  fbould  adopt  to  ex¬ 
bite  fecretion  would  be  frequently  contrary  to  thofe  wTe 
might  employ  for  the  re-eftablifhmtnt  o£excretion.  It 

*  A  very  able  treatife,  on  the  difeafes  of  the  urinary  paflages, 
hâs  been  written  by  Wm  Rutty,  M.  D,  being  the  Gulftonian 
Lefture,  read  at  the  Theatre  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phylicians; 
London,  in  the  year  1726. 
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tvoiild  be  lefs  exceptionable  if  we  were  to  define  fup¬ 
preffion  of  urine,  a  diieafe  confequent  to  a  want  of 
fecretion  in  the  kidneys  ;  and  retention,  a  c-omplainC 
occafioned  by  the  urine  being  obftruéted  in  lome  of 
the  excretory  paflages. 

A  fupprefiion  may  be  either  total  or  partial  :  total, 
when  no  fecretion  takes  place  ;  and  partial,  when 
that  fecretion  is  not  fufficient  for  the  prefervation  of 
health.  Suppreffion  of  urine  fome  time's  takes  place 
in  the  commencement  of  an  acute  inflammatory  fever. 
Or  on  the  accefs  of  nervous  hyfferical  hypochondria¬ 
cal  affrétions,  in  paroxylms  of  the  gout,  &c.  but  we 
do  not  mean  to  conlider  the  diieafe  under  this  point 
of  view  ;  for,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  except  fome  examples 
we  lhall  mention,  this  fuppreffion  ceafcs  with  the 
difeafe,  being  purely  fymptomatic,  and  its  degree 
is  influenced  by  the  force  and  duration  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  complaint.  An  idiopathic  fuppreffion  of  urine 
is  a  -rare  cafe.  It  is  not  fufficient,  that  the  lëcre- 
•tion  of  urine  fhouid  be  flopped  in  one  of  the  kid¬ 
neys,  but  both  muff  be  affëéted  at  the  fame  time  to 
form  this  complaint.  It  is  true,  that  the  affinity 
-and  conformity  of  ftruéture  of  thefe  two  glands  ren¬ 
der  their  difeafes  frequently  common  to  both  ;  buç 
xliffeétion  has  fatisfactorily  proved,  that  an  affeétion 
of  one  will  not  necefiarily  affeét  the  other.  Among 
•the  numerous  caufes  of  fuppreffion  of  urine,  we  lhall 
omit  thofe  that  have  no  connexion  with  the  uri¬ 
nary  paflages,  and  which  do  not,  abfolutely,  imply 
a  derangement  of  thofe  organs  :  fuch  as  plethora,  a 
thickened  ftate  of  the  blood,  exceflive  falivations, 
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pfofufê  Fweats,  ôbHinate  diarrhoeas,  and  dropfy,  and 
thofe  difeafes  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  ferofity  ; 
and  nreat  only  of  thole  that  immediately  influence  the 
kidneys  and  impede  their  functions.  Among  theie 
caufes  we  fhali  comprehend  obflrucdofis  to  the  courfe 
of  the  blood  in  the  kidneys,  or  in  the  ureters,  &c.- 
occafioned  by  blood;  mucus,  pus,  gravel,  or  Hones* 
inflammation,  gangrene,  fuppurâtion,  induration,  fpafm* 
atony,  &c.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  fup- 
preflion,  Hill  there  is  a  fufncient  number  of  fymp- 
toms  to  diHinguifh  one  from  the  other:  in  general 
the  patients  experience  but  little  defire  to  make  wa¬ 
ter  j  and,  when  they  do,  little  or  no  urine  is  evacuated* 
no  tumour  is  felt  in  the  hypogafiric  region,  and,  when 
the  catheter  is  paired  into  the  bladder,  little  or  no 
urine  is  difcharged  *  pain,  more  or  lefs  acute,  is  felt 
in  the  lumbar  region,  they  complain  of  a  bad  taHe  in 
the  mouth,  with  a  urinous  fmell,  they  are  afflicted 
with  naufea,  hiccup,  ahd  vomiting;  and  what  is  dif¬ 
charged,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  excretions  of  the  body* 
exhale  a  urinous  odotir.  If  the  difeafe  does  not  give 
way,  a  difficulty  of  refpiration  frequently  comes  on  ; 
fometimes,  they  are  attacked  with  coma,  convullions, 
delirium*  &£.  The  prbgrioftic  fhould  be  unfavoura¬ 
ble,  in  confequenee  of  diforders  induced  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  ceconomy  by  the  retention  of  matters  that  ought 
to  be  evacuated  by  urine.  The  kidneys,  from  their 
fituadon  and  ftrudture,  when  they  become  difealed* 
often  produce  a  fatal  termination.  The  aqueous 
part  of  the  urine  is  only  feparated  by  the  kidneys* 
nor  have  we  any  evacuation  of  the  iklts,  earth,  and  other 
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îubftancés  contained  in  that  Secretion.  A  turgefcencé 
and  acrimony  in  our  fluids  are  the  inevitable  confer 
quence  which  give  origin  to  à  number  of  dreadful 
Symptoms,  fuch  as  urinous  œdema,  gangrene,  drcply, 
ardent  fever,  confumption,  &c.  it  is  true,  that  occa¬ 
sionally  thele  Symptoms  are  either  prevented  or  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  exertions  of  nature,  who  carries  off  parts 
of  the  urine  by  bther  emundtories,  as  the  Skin,  the 
earsj  the  noflrils,  the  mouth,  the  breads,  and  the 
anus.  Thele  are  but  indifferent  fubftitutes  for  the 
kidneys  ;  they  will  admit  the  evacuation  of  the  more 
watry  parts  of  the  urine,  whilft  the  others  remain,  and 
their  retention  produces  a  number  of  Symptoms 
which,  though  flow  in  progrefs,  are  not  lefs  formida¬ 
ble  in  their  effedt.  We  have  Seen  cafes  where  patients 
have  not  funk  under  this  difeafe  for  one  or  more 
years  j  but  generally  it  terminates  fatally  in  fifteen  or 
twenty  days,  or,  at  molt,  in  a  month.  No  ge¬ 
neral  indication  of  cure  can  be  offered  for  fupprefiion 
of  urine  ;  its  treatment  can  be  only  relative  ;  diuretics 
and  many  pretended  ipecifics  have  been  exhibited  5 
their  adtion  is  often  regulated  by  the  prefent  difpo- 
fition  of  the  difeafed  parts,  and  frequently  medicines 
'of  contrary,  and  even  oppofite,  properties  are  fuc-r 
cefsfully  given  in  the  fame  difeafe  when  the  caufe 
is  different  :  it  is  only  then  by  referring  to  each  indi¬ 
vidual  caufe  we  can  point  out  any  rational  indica¬ 
tions  of  cure. 

The  firfi:  caufe  is  an  obftrudtion  to  the  paffage  of 
the  blood  in  the  emulgent  veins  or  arteries.  A  li¬ 
gature  on  thefe  veflels,  in  living  animals,  leaves  no 
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doubt  of  the  effect  produced  for  want  of  circulation. 
All  animals,  fubmitted  to  this  experiment,  have  had 
fupprefllons  of  urine  and  urinous  vomitings.  The 
caufe,  as  exifting  in  man,  has  not  been  proved  by 
aCtual  obfervation,  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  an 
aneurifm,  or  any  tumour,  fituated  in  the  cotirfe  of 
thefe  veffels,  might  produce,  by  their  comprefiion* 
the  effeCl  of  a  ligature.  Aneurifms  of  thefe  veffels 
we  fhould  fuppofe  rarely  exift,  as>  in  the  number 
of  fubjeCts  fubmitted  to  difteCtion,  we  do  not  re¬ 
collect  a  fingle  inftance  ;  but  ftill,  if  we  confider  the 
fize  of  the  /emulgents,  and  the  force  with  which  the 
blood  is  propelled  into  them  by  the  aCtion  of  the  aorta* 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  the  tumour  would  be 
adequate,  by  its  pre fibre,  to  prevent  the  influx  of  the 
blood  ;  it  is  more  probable  that  the  compreffing  mais 
would  be  elevated  by  each  contraction  of  the  heart* 
and  give  free  pafiage  to  the  blood,  or  that  a  deprei- 
fion  or  fulcus  might  be  formed  in  the  tumour  by  the 
confiant  pulfation  of  the  veflfel  ;  and,  by  this  means, 
it  would  be  perfectly  free  from  preffure.  But  it  is 
very  different,  with  refpeCt  to  the  veins  :  from  the 
thinnefs  of  their  coats  they  are  lei's  refiftant,  and,  in 
confequence  of  the  fiownefs  of  die  blood’s  circulation 
and  its  impulfe  being  weak,  they  are  more  in¬ 
fluenced  by  compreffion  :  the  blood,  being  retained  in 
the  veins,  cannot  flow  into  the  arteries,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  ftagnation  of  the  blood. 

Fortunately  thefe  cafes  are  rare,  perhaps  only  exift 
in  theory  ;  and,  unlefs  thefe  tumours  were  fufficiently 
large  to  be  felt  under  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
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there  is  ho  fymptom  by  which  we  can  positively  as¬ 
certain  dieir  exigence,  and,  even  if  it  were  poiliblej 
we  have  very  few  indications  of  cure,  and  the  means 
employed  muft  have  reference  to  its  particular  na¬ 
ture. 

If  the  obitruciion  to  the  courfe  of  the  blood  fhould 
be  in  the  kidneys,  it  is  mod  probable  in  the  minute 
ramifications*  not  in  the  trunks  of  the  emulgent  ar¬ 
teries  or  veins  ;  the  capillaries  may  be  obitrucfed 
by  die  too  great  thicknefs  of  the  blood,  a  cafe  to 
which  weak  and  plethoric  habits  are  particularly 
fubjeCt.  The  too  great  diftention  of  the  veffels  im¬ 
pede  their  contraction,  and  hence  arifes  a  languid 
circulation  :  if,  in  this  fituation  of  the  patient,  there 
fhould  be  too  great  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
kidneys,  confequent  to  inflammation  excited  by  a 
blow,  or  by  the  abufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  or  by 
violent  exercife  *  thele  may  act  as  caufes  tending  to 
produce  a  lwelling  and  obftruétion  in  the  kidneys, 
which  will  prevent  the  fecretion.  This  fpecies  of 
iuppreflion  generally  comes  on  fuddeniy  j  it  is  fome- 
times  preceded  by  crude  and  limped  urine,  which 
diminifhes  by  degrees.  We  cannot  be  deceived  in 
the  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  *  the  patient  does  not  com¬ 
plain  of  pain,  but  only  a  fenfe  of  weight  and  lafll- 
tude  in  the  lumbar  region,  without  fever.  This  fup- 
preflion  is  not  dangerous,  and  yields  eaflly  to  bleed¬ 
ing  and  diluting  liquors.  Bleeding  is  always  advan¬ 
tageous,  and  fometimes  produces  miraculous  effebts. 
Patients  have  even  laid,  that  during  the  operation  of 
bleeding,  they,  have  felt  the  urine  flow  from  the  kid¬ 
neys 


hcys  Into  the  bladder,  and  that  immediately  afterwards 
they  felt  a  violent  defire  to  make  water.  If  this  fup¬ 
preffion  does  not  go  off,  it  will  be  followed  by  in*** 
fiamation  of  the  kidneys*  After  the  fuppreffion  pro^ 
duced  by  the  obftruddon  of  the  blood  in  their  ca¬ 
pillary  veifels,  an  obftru&ion  arifes  in  confequence 
of  coagulated  blood  in  the  fecretory  veftels.  Bloody 
urine,  which  precedes  this  fpecies  of  fuppreffion,  is 
one  of  the  pathognomonic  iymptoms*  If  the  dis¬ 
charge  is  abundant,  and  exifts  for  many  days  previous 
to  the  fuppreffion,  the  countenance  will  be  pale,  the 
milfe  fmali  and  intermittent,  and  every  fymptom  will 
occur  confequent  to  a  confiderabîe  lofs  of  blood* 
There  is  little  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  unlefs  the 
fuppreffion  arifes  from  a  blow  or  a  fall  ;  in  this  caiê 
the  pain  is  confiderabîe,  but  dill  it  is  more  con¬ 
fined  to  the  mufcles  of  the  loins  than  to  the  kidneys. 
If  the  difeharge  of  bloody  urine  fhould  continue,  and 
the  patient  will  bear  evacuation  ;  bleeding,  &c.  fhould 
be  had  recourfe  to  :  our  indications  are  then  to  di¬ 
lute  the  coagula  and  procure  its  evacuation  3  at  firffi 
plenty  of  diluting  fluids  fhould  be  drank,  and  then 
gentle  aperients  might  be  exhibited  :  give,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  a  ptifan  of  the  root  of  ftrawberry-plants,  reft, 
harrow,  and  caltrop,  fharpened  by  a  few  grains  of  nitre, 
and  their  effefts  feconded  by  the  application  of  emol¬ 
lient  fomentations  to  the  lumbar  region  ;  reft  is  ad- 
vifeable,  as  exercife  might  tend  to  reproduce  the 
difeharge  of  bloody  urine.  Though  its  natural  courfe 
may  be  re-eftablifhed,  fome  clots  of  blood  may  re¬ 
main  in  the  urinous  canal,  and  form  a  nucleus  for  a 
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(tone;  for  we  know,  by  experience,  how  eafily  thefè 
concretions  form,  in  confequence  of  the  precipitation 
of  calcareous  earth,  when  any  of  thefe  extraneous  fub* 
ftances  are  met  with  in  the  urinary  paflages, 

Gbftrudtions  in  the  lecretory  parts  of  the  kidneys 
by  infpiftated  mucus  cannot  be  fupported  by  abfo- 
Jute  fa£t,  but  yet  it  is  admitted  by  many  authors, 
who  cannot  deny  the  poftibility  of  its  exiflence  ;  but 
pill  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  relate  the  fymptom§ 
which  diftin&ly  mark  this  çaufe,  as  they  are  vague, 
uncertain,  and  not  to  be  depended  on. 

Pus  in  the  kidneys,  &c.  adduced  as  a  courfe  of 
obftruélion,  is  liable  to  the  fame  doubt,  nor  can  it 
be  fatisfadlorily  proved. 

That  a  fuppreflion  may  be  produced  by  pus  in  the 
kidneys  is  not  to  be  denied,  but  Hill  it  is  not  by  ob~ 
ftnfelion  in  their  canals,  but  by  their  deftrudtion,  or 
by  being  comprefled  above  the  fphere  of  their  aélion  ; 
but,  whether  the  idea  is  true  or  falfe,  pus,  in  thefe 
Canals,  may  be  confecjuent  to  metaftafls,  or  produced 
by  inflammation  of  the  viicera,  or  by  tranfuding 
through  the  coats  of  the  veflels. 

Thus  we  fee  a  uniform  fecredon  tranfmitted  through 
the  internal  membrane  of  the  nofe,  and  the  urethra, 
after  the  exiflence  of  inflammation.  But  even  ad¬ 
mitting  the  prefence  of  pus  in  the  kidneys  by  me¬ 
taftafis,  we  do  not  fee  how  the  fecretory  dudts  can 
be  obftrudted  ;  if  the  conftftence  was  thick  it  could 
fiot  pafs  thefe  minute  veftels,  but  would  mix  with  the 
blood  ;  but,  to  pals  by  the  urinary  dudts,  it  muft  pof- 
fefs  the  fame  tenuity,  &c.  as  that  fecretion. 
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The  commemorative  fymptoms  only  can  indicate 
this  fpecies  of  fuppreffion  :  in  the  hrft  cafe,  it  fhould 
be  preceded  by  inflammation  of  the  kidneys  5  in  the 
fécond,  by  the  hidden  difappearance  of  fuppuratiop 
in  fome  other  part  pf  the  body,  and  the  pus,  which 
would  be  remarked  in  the  urine  previous  to  the  fup- 
preflion. 

We  can  place  more  reliance  on  the  effects  of 
.diluting  remedies.  Purges  and  vomits  hav.e  alfa 
been  recommended  ;  thefe  laft  are  faid  to  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  ufeful  in  procuring  the  expulhon  by  the  agi¬ 
tation  produced  in  the  vifcera  of  the  lower  belly. 

Gbftruction  of  the  urinary  duCts  .is  difficult  to  ex¬ 
plain.  W e  have  known  inffances  of  patients  voiding 
worms  by  urine,  and  they  have  been  frequently  dif- 
covered  in  the  bladder,  but  their  actual  exiftence  in 
the  kidneys  is  difficult  to  prove,  although  Zacutus, 
Lufitanus,  Hoi  lier,  and  fome  others,  poiltively  af- 
fert  they  have  feen  them,  but  probably  they  were 
deceived  by  fome  filaments  of  coagulated  blood, 
having  a  vermi-form  appearance,  or  thefe  worms 
were  generated  after  death,  and  produced  by  putrer 

•  -  i 

faction. 

The  moft  frequent  and  ferious  caufes  of  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine  are  ftones  and  gravel  in  the  kidneys  ; 
.other  caufes  are,  for  the  mod  part,  conjectural.  Nu¬ 
merous  differtation.s  have  explained  this  derangement 
in  the  natural  functions,  but  moft  unfortunately  they 
threw  no  light  on  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe.  The 
effeCts  of  an:  are  inadequate  to  its  cure  ;  and,  at  pre- 
fenp  we  are  obliged  to  abandon  it  to  the  refourc.es 
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of  nature,  and  to  leave  to  future  generations  the  dif- 
covery  of  a  more  rational  method. 

Inflammation  of  the  kidneys  is  generally  accom^ 
panied  with  fupprefiion,  and  the  inflammation  of  one 
kidney  is  very  apt  to  extend  to  the  other,  and,  by 
this  means,  influence  both. 

Independent  of  general  caufes,  the  kidneys  are 
fubject  to.  be  affedled  by  particular  fpecies  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  diuretics,  the  internal  exhibition  or  external 
application  of  cantharides.  Hones  in  the  kidneys,  long 
retention  of  the  urine  in  the  bladder,  or  in  the  ureters, 
or  even  in  the  kidneys  themfelves,  or,  in  fliort,  any 
eircumftance  that  will  excite  an  increafed  determi¬ 
nation  of  bipod  will  produce  inflammation  of  thefb 
parts. 

When  the  kidneys  are  inflamed,  the  urine  is  fome- 
times  luddenly  and  fometimes  gradually  fuppreffed, 
nor  does  it  take  place  totally  till  towards  the  third 
or  fourth  day.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  urine 
is  at  firft  pale  and  limpid,  then  red  ;  the  patient  ex¬ 
periences  a  frequent  deflre  to  make  water,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  ardor  urinæ,  fharp  and  pulfatory  pains  in 
the  lumbar  region,  which,  though  confiant,  increafe 
more  towards  evening  than  morning,  ftronger  in  in- 
fpiratiop  than  expiration,  and  are  increafed  by  the 
efforts  of  making  water,  by  riding,  by  lying  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  by  coughing,  &c. 
but  the  pain  is  not  increafed,  as  in  the  lumbago, 
by  preffure  on  the  lumbar  region,  or  by  bend¬ 
ing  and  extending  the  trunk.  One  eircumftance  par¬ 
ticularly  marks  this  fpecies  of  pain,  namely,  its  pro¬ 
pagation 


pagation  along  the  courfe  of  the  ureters  to  the  blad- 
1  tier  and  to  the  glans  penis;  it  extends  even  to  the 
tefticles  themfelves,  caufes  them  to  contract,  and  is 
often  accompanied  with  a  fenfe  of  numbnefs  in  the 
groin  apd  the  anterior  part  of  the  thigh.  When 
thefe  pains  become  violent,  the  pulie  is  generally 
hard.,  frequent,  and  full,  the  fever  ardent,  the  belly 
painful,  particularly  on  p  re  flute  ;  fome  times  it  is  foft 
and  fome times  hard  and  diftended  ;  conftipation  of 
the  bowels  comes  on  with  flatus,  accompanied  with 
hiccups,  naufea,  vomiting,  and  the  infenflble  perfo¬ 
ration  exhales  a  urinous  odour. 

Inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  like  all  other  inflam- 

J  1  v  j  *- 

mations,  may  terminate  in  refolution,  fuppuration, 
gangrene,  or  fchirrus.  Our  curative  intentions  fhould 
be  direded  to  the  find  by  an  obiervance  of  a  plan 
ftridly  antiphlogiflic,  bleeding,  which  fhould  be  re¬ 


peated  according  to  the  flrength  of  the  patient  and 
the  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  leçphes  fliould  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  verge  of  the  arms,  warm  baths,  emollient 
clyfters,  fomentations,  cupping-glafles  to  the  lumbar 
region,  refrefhing  and  relaxing  drinks,  emulflons, 
whey,  décodions  of  linfeed,  marfh- mallows,  and  dog’s 
tooth,  with  a  few  grains  of  nitre  diffolved. 

When  there  is  reafon  to  exped  refolution,  it  hap¬ 
pens  generally  on  the  feventh  day  from  the  invafioq 
of  the  difeafe  :  it  is  preceded  by  the  gradual  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  fymptoms,  the  fenfe  of  heat  in  the 
kidneys  diminifhes,  the  pain  is  lefs,  the  pulfe  foft, 
lefs  frequent,  and  more  regular,  the  urine  is  dis¬ 
charged  as  ufual,  inftead  of  being  aqueous  or  of  a 
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re.4  colour,  they  become  turbid,  and  precipitate  a 
plentiful  and  puriforrn  fediment  at  the  bottom  of 
die  vefleL 

If  the  feventh  day  pafies  without  an  attack  of  fever, 

the  pain,  and  other  fymptoms  of  inflammation,  fen- 

fibly  diminifli,  and  fuppuration  or  gangrene  of  the 

kidneys  is  to  be  feared.  We  fliould  expedl  that  the 

heat,  pain,  and  inflammation,  of  the  kidneys,  muff 

neceflàrily  diminifli  after  the  procefs  of  fuppuration 

and  the  fymptoms  of  fever  ;  but  ftils,  after  feme  days, 

they  return  with  increafed  violence,  with  a  fenfe  of 

weight,  tenflon,  and  pulling -in  the  part;  and  the 

ftiflnefs  and  numbnefs  in  the  groin,  and  the  anterior 

part  of  the  thighs,  increafes  and  changes  into  violent: 

uain. 

± 

The  matter  in  the  kidneys  is  more  or  lefs  extern 
five  in  its  effects  :  fometimes  they  are  entirely  de- 
ftroyed,  fometimes  only  a  part;  bur,  in  either  cafe, 
the  pus  may  be  evacuated  in  different  ways  ;  by  urine* 
or  the  inteftinum  colon  may  be  pierced,  and  it  may 
be  evacuated  by  flool  ;*  or  a  tumour  may  be  formed 

in 
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*  The  evacuation  of  a  confiderable  quantity  of  matter  by  kooi 
ynay  be,  perhaps,  difficult  fatisfadlorily  to  explain  :  it  might,  cer¬ 
tainly,  arife  from  the  ulcerative  procefs  taking  place  between  the 
kidney  and  the  colon,  and  furrounding  adhelive  inflammation  ari¬ 
sing  between  that  inteftine  and  the  kidney,  by  which  >neans  the 
pus  would  not  be  extravafated  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  but 
would  pafs  readily  into  the  colon,  and  thence  to  the  re£Um„ 
piffediion  has  afforded  inffiances,  in  fome  degree  analogous,  where 
this  procefs  has  appeared  to  take  plaçe  between  the  galj-bladdef 
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in  the  loins,  which  may  break  fpontaneoufly.  We 
are  apprized  of  the  burfting  of  the  abfcefs  by  the 
courfe  of  urine  being  eftablifhed,  and  being  mixed 
with  pus,  and  fome times  foiali  portions  of  coagulated 
blood  are  to  be  difcovered,  which  have  been  de¬ 
tached  from  the  kidney  by  fuppuration  ;  and  there 
is  left  in  the  kidneys  an  ulcerated  pouch,  which  re-* 
mains  to  be  deterged  and  healed.  To  anfwer  this  im 
dication,  the  bailamic  juices  are  much  praifed,  fuch 
as  the  ballams  of  Copaiba,  Peru,  and  Mecca  ; 
and  turpentine  in  very  (mall  dofes  ;  lime  and  mi¬ 
neral  waters  have  been  alfo  recommended,  but 
thefe  will  not  agree  in  all  caies  ,  for,  by  their  ftimu- 
lating  qualities,  they  are  apt  to  induce  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  confumption.  The  life  of  new  cow  or  ailes ' 
milk,  hydromel  or  barley  water,  are  not  liable  to 
the  lame  objections,  and  will  ferve  to  cor  reft  the 
acrimony  of  the  urine  as  well  as  ncurifh  the  pa-^ 
tient.  Even  if  one  kidney  fhould  be  deftroved 

J  sf 

by  fuppuration,  a  cure  may  be  effected  3  for,  in 
iubieCts  that  have  been  fubmitted  to  ciffection, 
a  thick  membranous  jubilance  has  often  been  dif- 
covered  inftead  of  a  kidney, 

When  pus  pierces  the  colon,  it  is  known  by  its 
evacuation  by  ftooi,  and  the  Hidden  difappearance 
of  the  fymptoms:  mild  drink  and  clyfters  (lightly 
deter kve  are  the  means  we  may  employ  $  and,  though 

ail'd  the  duodenum,  by  which  means  gall  Tones,  of  3  confiderable 
fize,  have  pafïed  direélîÿ  into  that  intefdne,  without  palling  the 
du&us  communis  cholédicus. 
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the  cafe  is  certainly  attended  with  great  danger,  yet 
it  fometimes  admits  of  a  natural  cure. 

If,  to  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  and  iuppura- 
tion,  there  ihould  fucceed  a  tumour  in  the  lumbar 
region,  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  its  nature  :  for  this 
reaion  it  has  been  recommended  not  to  defer  the 
opening,  for  fear  the  pus  ihould  be  vitiated,  and  be 
eftuied  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  inftead  of  fhew- 
ing  a  difpohtion  to  break  externally  :  but,  perhaps, 
this  idea  is  carried  too  faig  for,  we  have  had  more 
than  one  opportunity  of  remarking,  that  nature  feems 
difpoied,  in  collections  of  matter  in  the  lower  belly, 
to  evacuate  it  externally,  by  the  formation  of  a  tu¬ 
mour,  which,  if  not  opened,  no  internal  elfufion  is 
to  be  apprehended  ;  for,  looner  or  later,  it  will  be 
brought  to  the  furface  :  but  we  do  not  mean  to  fay, 
that  the  practice-  of  deferring  the  opening  of  thefe 
rumours  is  to  be  advanced  as  a  general  precept,  for 
it  would  be  neceflfary  to  adduce  a  number  of  iadts 
to  lupport  this  as  a  univerial  rule. 

Our  practice  ihould  be  cautious  and  deliberate  :  for 
fome  days,  we  might  content  ourfelves  with  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  emollient  cataplaims,  and,  when  it  is  De¬ 
cenary  to  open  the  tumour,  we  Ihould  make  our  in- 
cifion  from  above  downwards,  and  through  its  whole 
length  :  if  the  hemorrhage  Ihould  be  con  fide  rable 
enough  to  weaken  the  patient,  we  mud  tie  the  vef- 
fels  ;  but,  as  the  branches  of  the  lumbar  arteries  are 
generally  fmall,  the  application  of  lint  dipt  in  colo¬ 
phony,  with  compreiles  and  a  bandage,  will  be  fuf- 
hcient.  The  wound  fhould  afterwards  be  dreiicd 
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with  lint  dipt  in  linimentum  arcæi,  applied  to  tlié 
bottom  of  the  abfcefsj  and  the  lips  kept  feparated 
by  a  doiîll  of  lint  dipt  in  the  fame  application,  and 
an  emollient  poultice  applied  over  the  whole.  It 
is  neceffary  to  keep  the  orifice  open,  and  to  heal 
the  wound  from  the  bottom  :  it  is  not  always  in 
our  power  to  heal  thefe  wounds  without  fiftulous 
orifices,  through  which  the  urine  paffes;  but  for¬ 
tunately  they  are  not  dangerous.  A  number  of  cafes 
have  happened  of  this  defcriptiori;  where  the  life  o’f 
the  patient  was  tolerably  comfortable,  and  prolonged 
to  its  ordinary  period,  but  wTe  mull:  be  attentive  to 
keep  thefe  fifculous  orifices  open  to  present  a  reten¬ 
tion,  which  might  be  done  by  the  introduction  of  a 
canula  of  the  elaflic  gum,  with  a  thread  tied  round  the 
extremity,  and  covered  with  a  diacylon  plafter  :  it  is 
neceffary  to  found  thefe  Fiftulæ  occafionally,  as  their 
continuance  may  be  occafioned  by  a  ftone  in  the 
kidneys,  or  in  the  tourfe  of  the  fiftula  :  their  extrac¬ 
tion  is  generally  eafy  ;  the  mode  will  be  mentioned 
when  we  treat  on  the  extraction  of  extraneous  bodies  : 
but  when  the  pus  is  diffufed  in  the  cellular  fubftancè, 
along  the  comic  of  the  ureters,  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  death  is  inevitable  ;  but  ftill  there  is  a  pro¬ 
bability  that  the  pus  may  pafs  under  the  peritoneum^ 
and  form  a  tiimour  in  the  groin,  or  at  Poupart’s  liga¬ 
ment  }  but  the  rarity  of  thefe  cafes  leave  us  little  to 
hope. 

\ 

The  interferehce  of  aft  by  opening  thefe  tiimors 
may  be  ufeful,  but  it  is  belt  to  leave  them  to  the 
efforts  of  nature  $  for  we  learn  by  experience,  that 

the 
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the  praCHce  of  opening  thefe  fpecies  of  tumours  is 
generally  fatal,  unlefs  we  reach  the  feat  of  the  fuppu- 
lation.  The  pus  changes  in  colour  and  confidence* 
fever  comes  on,  and  the  patient  finks  in  a  few  days.* 
But,  in  general,  there  is  lefs  to  be  apprehended  when 
the  matter  remains  where  it  was  originally  formed* 
this  fluid  may  be  abforbed  and  palled  off,  by  urine, 
by  ftool,  or  by  the  infenfible  peripiratiorU  We  may 
prefume  this  effedl  has  taken  place,  when  the  fymp- 
toms  confequent  to  inflamadon  and  fuppuration  fud~ 
denly  difappear.  If  the  patient  is  diffidently  ftrong,  the 
regimen  need  not  be  altered  *  but3  if  exhauited  by  the 
difcharge,  recourfe  fhould  be  had  td  cordials,  diapho¬ 
retics,  &c.  and  the  cure  terminated  by  gentle  and 
repeated  purges,  properly  regulated;  Schirrus  of  the 
kidneys  is  not  always  the  refult  of  inflammation,  it 
is  often  fubfequent  to  chronic  affections  of  different 
kinds.  Thefe  elands  fome times  grow  to  an  enormous 
fize,  they  have  been  even  known  to  fill  up  the  cavity 
of  the  lower  belly  :  J  they  are  fome  times  foft,  and 
contain  hydatids,  or  facs  containing  urine  or  pus: 
fome  times  they  are  hard  and  fchirrus,  and*  in  thefe 
iaft  cafes,  fupprefflon  takes  place  by  degrees  j  and,  if 
one  kidney  fhould  only  be  affeCted,  no  difference  is  ob- 
ferved  in  the  fecretion  of  urine  ;  nor  is  the  dileafe 
indicated  by  any  pofftive  fymptom,  either  of  pain, 

*  The  fudden  tranflation  of  matter  from  thefe  abfceffes  does 
not  always  prove  fatal,  unlefs  the  metaftafis  fhould  effed  the 
brains,  lungs,  or  liver. 
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fever,  or  heat,  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys  :  except 
when  the  fwellihg  is  conliderabie,  and  the  tumor 
large,  then  there  is  iome  pain  and  a  fenfe  of  weight 
in  the  part  :  the  anterior  branches  of  the  firft  pair  of 
lumbar  nerves  are  compreffed,  and  a  numbnefs  is  felt 
in  the  groin  and  in  the  anterior  parts  of  the  thigh  $ 
and,  it  fome times  increafes  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
prevent  the  patient  from  walking.  This  induration 
of  the  kidneys  is  rarely  curable,  and  is  often  followed 
by  dropfy  and  afcitesi  But  if  the  cafe  is  recent* 
and  the  patient  young,  there  is  a  profpect  of  recovery* 
The  cure  ihould  be  attempted  by  aperient  diuretics 
and  refolvents.  If  one  kidney  fliould  be  only  affeéled, 
the  patient  may  live  a  long  time  without  much  incon¬ 
venience.  When  the  kidney  becomes  grangrenous* 
it  is  always  fatal  :  at  Arid,  the  violence  of  the  fymp- 
toms  are  mitigated,  and  the  patient  is  more  eafy  ;  but 
the  fuppreflion  frill  continues,  accompanied  with  cold 
urinous  fweats,  the  pull'e  fmall  and  intermittent,  the 
countenance  livid,  and,  in  fhort,  all  the  fymptoms 
of  approaching  death.  A  fuppreflion  of  urine  may 
arife  from  fpafrn  and  palfy  of  the  kidneys.  The  func¬ 
tions  of  thefe  vifcera,  like  all  other  fecretory  organs* 
depend  on  a  peculiar  fpèçies  of  irritability,  celled 
vital  energy,  which  gives  that  tone  to  the  vafcular 
i'yftem  that  is  neceiTary  to  circulation  and  fecretion. 
If  this  energy  is  too  much  ilimulated,  there  refults  an 
excefs  of  adiion  in  the  veffels,  and  a  fpafmodic  con¬ 
traction,  which  is  unfavourable  to  the  admiiTion  of 
fluids  in  the  fmall  fecretory  veffels.  If  this, energy 
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is  too  weak,  and  ceafes  to  ad  as  in  the  palfy,  no  readloii 
takes  place,  nor  are  the  fluids  admitted  into  thole 
vefTels  where  fecretion  is  performed.  Spafrn  of  the 
kidneys,  may  be  occafioned  by  rheumatic,  picric, 
and  dartrous,  affedions  of  thofe  parts,  from  the 
pallions  of  the  mind,  anger,  melancholy,  and  fear  : 
it  may  take  place  in  tétanos,  in  nervous  fevers,  more 
particularly  in  hyfleria  ;  but  then  this  fpafm  of  the 
kidneys  is  only  confequent  to  univerfal  fpafm  -,  apd,  as 
we  have  before-obicrved,  this  liippreliion  lads  no 
longer  than  the  original  difeafe,  of  which  it  is  only 
fymptomatic,  and  generally  terminates  in  a  few  days ; 
but  there  have  been  inflances  in  hyfterical  affedions, 
of  fupprefiions  of  urine  lading  forty  days.* 

Suppreffion  of  urine  from  fpafm  often  takes  place 
fuddenly,  the  pulfe  is  hard,  and  pain  is  experienced  in 
the  lumbar  region. 

Diuretics,  relaxants,  bleeding,  warm  bathing,  and 
cataplafms  to  the  loins,  will  fometimes  cure  this  fep- 
preffion.  If  the  fpafm  fhould  arife  from  any  particular 
acrid  humour  of  the  kidneys,  we  fhould  have  recourfe 
to  the  Cautery,  feton,  and  the  application  of  moxa  to 
the  lumbar  region.  Pally  of  the  kidneys  may  be 
the  confequence  of  old  age,  free  living,  abufe  of 
diuretics,  frequent  retentions  of  urine,  ocçafioning 
diftentions  of  the  urinary  duds.  When  fuppreffion 
is  occafioned  by  a  palfy  of  the  kidneys,  it  comes  on 
gradually,  the  urine  is  limpid  and  inodorous,  with  no 
fever,  heat,  or  pain,  in  the  lumbar  region.  Tonic 

*  Acad,  des  Sciences,  1715.  A&a  Eruditorum,  Nov.  1726. 
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remedies  are  here  particularly  indicated.  In  a  general 
pally,  mineral  waters,  bark,  and  warm  diuretics,  may 
be  given  with  fuccefs  3  but,  for  a  paralytic  affection  of 
the  kidneys,  there  is  no  particular  indication  of  cure. 


Extract  from  a  Memoir  of  Mr.  Default,  on  the  Luxa - 
lion  of  the  inferior  Extremity  of  the  Radius ,  read 
at  a  Meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Surgery  in  1777. 


|R.  Default  propofes,  in  this  memoir,  to  prove 
fatisfaétorily  the  poffibility  of  this  diflocatioi) 
of  the  radius,  and  to  fupport  it  by  facts  ;  for  no 
authors,  who  have  hitherto  treated  on  the  difeafes  of 
the  bones,  have  mentioned  this  fpecies  of  derangement. 
If  we  confider  the  nature  of  the  articulation  of  the 
two  bones  of  the  fore  arm  as  cormetled  together,  we 
fee  that  fuperiorly  in  the  motions  of  pronation,  and 
fupination,  the  ulna  refis  immoveable  on  its  axis. 
It  admits  of  flight  flexion  and  extenflon,  the  edge  of 
the  head  of  the  radius  turns  in  the  flgmoid  cavity  of 
the  ulna,  without  feparating  from  that  cavity.  The 
ligaments  of  this  articulation  rarely  admit  of  dillenflon  5 
and,  for  this  reafon,  this  diflocation  rarely  happens. 
But,  luxations  of  the  inferior  extremity,  from  it$ 
greater  extent  of  motion,  and  the  comparative  weak- 
ncfs  of  the  articulation  and  ligaments,  more  frequently 
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occur:  befides,  in  the  motion  of  pronation,  the 
head  of  the  ulna,  without  turning,  is  carried  back¬ 
wards*  by  the  flight  extenfion  of  that  bone,  and  gets 
rather  behind  the  flgmoid  cavity  of  the  radius  ; 
whilfl  this  bone,  turning  on  its  axis  from  behind 
forward,  is  pufhed  before  the  head  of  the  ulna  :  the 
anterior  part  of  the  capfular  ligament  is  then  relaxed, 
whilft  the  pofterior  becomes  ftretched  In  that  part 
where  the  luxation  is  difpofed  to  take  place.  In  the 
motions  of  fupination,  the  refpedtive  changes  of  the 
radius  and  the  ulna  are  precifely  the  reverfe,  viz.  the 
head  of  the  ulna  is  carried  forwards,  without  revol¬ 
ving  r  and  the  inferior  part  of  the  radius  is  carried 
backwards,  and  turns  on  its  axis  the  fame  as  be¬ 
fore. 

The  capfular  ligament  is  relaxed  pofteriorly,  and 
is  ftretched  on  that  fide  where  the  head  of  the  ulna 
is  pufhed  before  the  flgmoid  cavity  of  the  radius  : 
the  manner  in  which  the  articulation  is  formed  of 
the  inferior  extremity  of  the  bones  of  the  fore-arm, 
and  the  changes  occafloned  by  their  hidden  motions, 
render  this  part  fubjedt  to  luxation  ;  which  will  take 
place,  if,  from  the  convulflve  addons  of  the  mufcles, 
or  by  the  application  of  external  force,  its  motions 
are  unnaturally  extended:  in  this  cafe,  the  radius 
will  be  difunited  from  the  connexion  of  die  articu¬ 
lation  with  the  ulna,  and  will  be  pufhed  more  for- 

,v. 
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*  Mr.  Default,  in  this  defcription,  fuppofes  the  patient  in  an 
ereft  pofture,  the  arms  in  the  dire&ion  of  the  trunk,  and  the  palms 
of  the  hand  turned  forward. 
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ward  in  a  ftate  of  pronation,  and  more  backward 
in  a  ftate  of  fupinadon.  Diffedbon  has  proved  that 
the  preceding  remarks  are  well  founded*  and  they  are 
farther  confirmed  by  obfer  varions  on  the  living  fubjedt 

Observation  I. 

In  à  lubjedt  brought  to  the  Theatre  for  difiedlion, 
Mr.  Default  obferved  that  both  the  fhoulders  were 
diflocated  forward,  there  was  a  mal- conformation  of 
the  fore- arm*  and  neither  that  or  the  hand  would 
admit  of  complete  extenfion  ;  the  motions  of  pro- 
nation  and  fupination  were  very  limited:  on  the  in¬ 
ferior  part  of  the  fore-arm  a  hard  eminence  was  ob¬ 
ferved*  and  a  deprefllon  on  the  oppofite  fide.  Thefe 
preternatural  appearances  induced  Mr.  Default  to  dif- 
fedt  the  parts  with  confiderable  attention  :  the  hand 
was  cedematous,  the  flexor  tendons  were  pufhed  out¬ 
wards  and  adhered  to  the  fkih,  the  figmoid  cavity  of 
the  radius  was  filled  with  cellular  fubftance,  inftead 
of  cartilage,  which  naturally  furrounds  it  ;  the  arti¬ 
cular  ligament,  which  is  between  the  ulna  and  the 
os  pyramidale,*  fcarce  touched  more  than  the  head 
of  the  ulna*  and  had  followed  the  radius  backwards* 
The  head  of  the  ulna  was  fituated  before  the  fig¬ 
moid  cavity  of  the  radius,  and  refted  on  one  of  the  ofià 
fefamoidea*  to  which  it  was  attached  by  capfular 
ligament. 

#  The  French  fometimes  give  this  name  to  the  03  trapezoide*. 
Tide  Dift,  Raiionné  d’ Anatomie  et  de  Phyfidogie,  page  274. 
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As  Mr.  Üefault  was  unacquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  the  cafe  during  life,  the  caufes  of  thefe  appear¬ 
ances  could  not  be  explained  *  but,  neverthelefs,  the 
radius  could  not  have  been  carried  backwards,  but 
by  a  force  adequate  to  produce  the  motion  of  fu* 
pination.  This  conjecture  appears  feafible  by  the 
following  experiment  : 

Having  laid  bare  the  bones  of  the  fore-afm  of 
many  fubjedts,  every  time  that  the  inferior  extremity 
of  the  radius  was  carried  backwards,  and  that  this  motion 
was  forced  in  a  ftate  of  fupination,  the  capfular  liga¬ 
ment  broke  anteriorly,  and  the  head  of  the  ulna  pafied 
through  the  aperture,  and  was  fituated  before  the  ra¬ 
dius  :  but,  when  the  fore-arm  was  move*!  forwards* 
and  pronation  produced,  the  radius  was  carried  be¬ 
fore  the  ulna,  and  the  Capfular  ligament*  tearing  pos¬ 
teriorly,  admitted  the  head  of  this  bone  to  (lip  out 
of  its  fituation. 

Thefe  experiments  and  remarks  leave  no  doubt  on 
the  nature  and  pofiibility  of  the  luxation  of  the  in¬ 
ferior  extremity  of  the  radius,  but  they  afford  nothing 
but  conjecture  on  the  caufes,  fymptoms,  and  modes 
of  cure  :  this  information  is  to  be  acquired  only  by 
obfervation  on  the  living  fubjedh 

Observation  TL 

Mn,  Default  was  fent  for  to  a  child  of  5  years  of 
age,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  fradtured  her  arm. 
He  was  informed,  by  the  parents,  that,  when  in  bed, 
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■a  y csung  man  playing  with  her  arm,  by  uling  too' 
much  violence,  fuddenly  performed  the  motion  of 
pronation  ;  the  effort  was  accompanied  with  fome 
noife,  and  produced  confiderable  pain  throughout  the 
whole  arm,  but  chiefly  along  the  pofterior  part  of 
the  fore-arm.  When  Mr.  Default  was  called,  there 
was  little  fwelling  ;  the  arm  was  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  trunk,  and  carried  a  little  forwards,  and 
the  fore-arm  half  bent  between  pronation  and  fupi- 
nation.  At  the  inferior  and  pofterior  part,  there  was  a 
tumour  formed  by  the  head  of  the  ulna,  carried  behind 
the  figmoid  cavity  of  the  radius  ;  *  the  hand  was  a 
little  extended,  and  in  a  ftate  of  adduction.  The 
patient  kept  the  arm  conflantly  in  this  flotation,  as 
it  was  the  leaft:  painful  ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  was 
touched  or  the  pofltion  altered,  great  pain  was 
experienced. 

From  former  obfervations,  Mr.  Default  imme¬ 
diately  knew  that  the  radius  was  diflocated  forwards  ; 
and  ,  it  was  fo  obvious,  that  it  was  remarked 
by  three  pupils  who  were  with  Mr.  Default.  It  was 
reduced  in  the  following  manner  : 

An  affiliant,  having  kept  the  arm  fixed,  he  held, 
with  both  hands,  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  fore¬ 
arm  :  one  hand  embraced  the  infide,  and  the  other 
the  outflde,  of  the  arm  ;  and  the  thumbs  were  placed 
in  the  intervening  fpace  between  the  radius  and  the 
ulna,  and  the  fingers  pofleriorly:  the  intention  was 

*  Vide  Traité  complet  d?  Anatomie,  par  M.  Sabatier,  tom  u 
page  185, 
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to  feparate  the  two  bones  of  the  fore-arm  and  bring 
them  on  a  level,  whilft  an  effort  was  made  to  bring 
the  arm  in  a  ftate  of  fupination,  and  in  a  dire&ion 
contrary  to  the  force  which  produced  the  diflocation  : 
the  attempt  fucceeded  ;  for  the  bones,  being  but 
nightly  feparated,  were  eafily  replaced  :  the  pain 
ceafed  immediately,  the  limb  refumed  its  ufual  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  every  motion  was  performed  as  well 
as  before  the  accident.  To  prevent  confequent  fwell- 
ing,  &c.  compreffes,  dipt  in  camp.  fpt.  and  a  flight 
bandage  were  applied,  nor  did  any  unpleafant  fymp- 
toms  occur  during  the  cure. 


Observation  III. 

About  five  months  afterwards,  an  infant  of  two 
years  old  was  brought  to  Mr.  Default,  who  had  met 
with  a  fimilar  accident,  but  from  an  unknown  caufe. 
The  redudlion  was  effedted  in  the  fame  manner,  but 
with  more  eafe  :  the  fame  plan  of  treatment  was 
adopted,  and  attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 


Observation  IV. 

A  waterman,  40  years  of  age,  in  attempting  to 
flop  a  boat,  held  fafl  by  a  rope  that  was  fattened 
round  a  poft  :  by  the  exertion,  though  not  violent, 
the  arm  was  turned  into  a  ftate  of  pronation.  He 
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immediately  felt  an  acute  pain,  which  extended  to  th.ç 
fhoulder,  and  which  was  increafed  by  the  motions 
of  pronation  and  fupination.  The  furgeon^  who  was 
firft  called^  did  not  take  it  for  a  diilocation  of  the  ra¬ 
dius  forwards  ;  he  miltook  it  for  a  iprain,  and  treated 
it  accordingly  for  three  months  ;  but,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  attentions  he  received,  the  pain  continue^ 
^nd  the  fwching  was  confiderable.  At  this  period 
Mr.  Default  faw  him  ;  the  arm  was  then  half  bent, 
between  pronation  and  fupination,  and  the  head  of 
the  ulna  projected  confiderably  backwards  :  fome  en¬ 
deavours,  notwithstanding  the  fwelling,  were  made 
for  the  reduction  ;  but,  as  they  were  not  fucçefsful, 
the  attention  was  directed  ço  the  treatment  of  the 
fwelling,  whicli,  in  eight  days,  nearly  fubfided. 

During  this  interval,  he  was  feen  by  many  pra£U- 
tioners,  moil  of  whom  recommended  him  to  defiil 
from  the  application  of  any  remedy,  as  it  would  fub- 
fide  in  time  :  this  advice  was  followed,  and  he  de¬ 
clined  all  afïiflançe  from  art,  at  the  moment  when 
there  was  every  profped  of  fuccefs.  He  returned 
home,  where  he  remained  in  the  fame  Hate,  with 
fcarcely  the  ufe  of  his  hand. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Default  wrote  this  memoir  he 
was  young  in  the  practice  of  furgery  $  but,  at  prefent, 
he  is  enabjed  to  add  many  cafes  to  confirm  the  truth 
Contained  in  thefe  obfervations* 
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Observation  V. 

The  firft  patient  that  Mr.  Default  faw  at  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  as  furgeon  in  chie£  had  a  luxation  forwards 
of  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  radius.  This  cafe 
had  been  mifconceived  j  and,  although  it  had  taken 
place  longer  than  the  other,  it  was  eafily  reduced, 
which  was,  probably,  owing  to  the  fwelling  being 
reduced  by  the  emollient  cataplafms  that  had  been 
continually  applied  on  the  wrift,  to  which  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  motion  had  been  attributed.  But,  though  the 
redudlion  was  eafy,  there  was  confiderable  difficulty 
in  retaining  the  parts.  We  fucceeded  by  fixing  the 
arm  in  a  ftate  of  fupination,  and  applying  a  thick 
comprds  behind  the  ulna,  whilft  the  radius  was  puffied 
backwards  by  another  comprefs  placed  at  its  anterior 
part,  and  botli  preferved  in  this  fituation  by  means 
of  a  roller.  Thefe  dreffings  were  continued  for  a 
month,  after  which  the  reduced  bones  were  preferved 
in  their  natural  fituation. 

The  patient,  at  firft,  was  cautious  in  moving  his 
wrift,  particularly  avoiding  the  motion  of  pronation  , 
but  which  he  regained  by  degrees. 

Observation  VI. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1789,  Madeleine  Fufer, 
a  wafher-woman,  aged  34  years,  luxated  the  inferior 
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extremity  of  the  radius  forwards,  whilft  fhe  was 
wringing  a  fheet;  another  woman,  who  was  affifH 
ing  her,  made  a  violent  effort,  and,  with  a  jerk, 
t wilted  her  right  fore -arm,  which  was  in  a  complete 
ftate  of  pronation.  She  experienced  inftandy  a  very 
acute  pain,  and  felt  as  if  fomething  was  torn.  Con¬ 
ceiving  it  only  a  fprain,  w7hich  would  foon  get  well, 
ihe  ufed  no  topical  application,  nor  applied  to 
the  Hôtel  Dieu  till  the  16th  day  after  the  acci¬ 
dent.  There  was  then  a  little  fwelling  at  the  inferior 
part  of  the  radius  and  wrift,  which  was  in  a  ftate  of 
cxtenfion  and  adduction,  the  fingers  were  bent  ;  little 
inconvenience  was  felt  when  the  hand  was  in  a  ftate  of 
inaCtion,  but,  on  motion,  the  pain  was  extremely 
violent. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  radius  was  fituated  be¬ 
fore  the  ulna,  and  that  they  rode  over  each  other. 
The  manner  of  reduction  was  the  fame  as  in  the 
other  cafes.  Whilft  an  affiftant  fupported  the  elbow, 
another  held  the  hand;  the  furgeon  fupported  the 
inferior  part  of  the  fore-arm  with  both  his  hands,  he 
placed  one  hand  on  the  outfide  and  the  other  on  the 
infide,  with  his  thumbs  between  the  intervening  fpace 
of  the  radius  and  ulna  ;  and,  during  the  endeavour  to 
feparate  the  bones,  he  defired  the  affiftant,  who  held 
the  hand,  to  perform  the  motion  of  fupination,  a  di¬ 
rection  which  he  gave  himfelf  to  the  radius. 

The  reduction  was  accompanied  with  a  peculiar 
noife  j  and,  from  the  limb  refuming  its  natural  fhape, 
and  regaining  its  freedom  of  motion,  we  knew  our 
endeavours  had  fucceeded.  Comprefifes  of  aq.  veg. 
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min.  were  applied  to  the  wrift.  The  patient  remained 
a  fortnight  at  the  hofpital,  at  the  end  of  which  Ihe 
regained  the  perfeCt  ufe  of  her  wrift  and  hand. 

We  fhall  not  adduce  any  more  cafes  of  this  Ipecies 
of  didocation,  but  remain  fatisfied  with  thofe  already- 
produced,  as  they  are  fufEcient  to  point  out  the  na¬ 
ture,  caufes,  and  fymptoms,  of  this  luxation  of  the 
inferior  extremity  of  the  radius.  We  fee  that  the  re¬ 
duction,  in  the  firft  inftance,  is  eafy,  and  that  no  ill 
confequence  infues  ;  but,  if  this  diflocation  efcapes 
the  notice  of  the  furgeon,  or  it  has  taken  place  for 
a  confiderable  time,  we  cannot  always  fucceed  in  our 
attempt,  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  waterman,  in  the 
4th  obfervation  ;  but  ftill  we  fhould  not  defpair,  even 
if  it  has  taken  place  for  fome  months.  The  fuccefs 
of  the  laft  cafe  ought  to  encourage  our  attempts  for 
reduction,  whatever  time  may  have  elapfed  fincç  the 
luxation. 


JV mnd  of  the  Head ,  with  Ecope,  that  terminated  fatally 0 
[By  Mr.  Boudrye,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

STEPHEN  Marriotte,  a  native  of  Gien-fur-Loire, 
thirty-two  years  old,  and  of  a  good  conftitu- 
tion,  on  the  25th  December,  1790,  received,  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  os  fronds,  a  wound  with  a  fàbre, 
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which  divided  perpendicularly  the  foft  parts  and  a 
portion  of  the  external  table  of  the  bone.  He  was 
brought  the  fame  day  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  without 
experiencing  any  inconvenience  from  his  wound. 
A  pledget,  dipt  in  the  linimentum  arcæi,  was  applied, 
and  a  poultice  over  the  whole  ;  he  was  bled,  and  an 
antiphlogiftic  regimen  obferved  till  the  fourth  day. 

On  the  fifth,  fuppuration  took  place,  the  wound 
not  painful,  appetite  good,  and  the  patient  expe¬ 
rienced  no  inconvenience  whatever:  he  walked  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  day.  The  following  days  palled 
in  the  fame  way  ;  but,  on  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth, 
the  Ikin  was  dry,  the  pulfe  railed,  the  edges  of  the 
wound  fwelled,  the  luppuration  yellow,  and  dimi- 
nilhed  in  quantity.  Thefe  fymptoms  increafed  the 
following  evening;  and  the  next  day  the  pain  in 
the  head  was  confiderable,  particularly  on  the  left  fide, 
the  fuppuration  totally  fupprellèd,  the  puife  hard,  and 
the  tongue  dry  and  furred, 

Mr.  Default  ordered  him  to  be  bled  in  the  foot, 
and  a  blifter  to  be  applied  over  the  whole  head  ;  but  the 
patient,  objecting  to  the  total  lofs  of  his  hair,  would 
only  admit  of  its  application  at  the  anterior  part. 
A  grain  of  tartar  emetic  was  exhibited,  which 
lifted  as  a  purge  as  well  as  a  vomit.  The  fymp¬ 
toms  feemed  to  be  mitigated  ;  but,  towards  night, 
he  grew  worfe  ;  and,  on  the  next  day,  which 
was  the  feventeenth  from  the  accident,  he  was  fenfe- 
lefs  and  paralytic  on  phe  left  fide.  He  was  bled  a 
fécond  time  in  the  foot,  but,  the  fymptoms  flill  con¬ 
tinuing,  he  expired  oh  die  eighteenth  day. 
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The  body  was  opened  publicly  in  the  Theatre  :  the 
internal  table  of  the  os  frontis  was  not  injured,  and 
the  dura -mater  not  even  detached  from  the  cranium, 
but  was  covered  with  a  yellow  mucus,  confequent  to 
the  inflammation,  and  which  feemed  to  have  infi- 
nuated  itfelf  in  the  cellular  fubftance.  All  the  fur- 
face  of  the  left  hemifphere  of  the  brain,  and  a  part  of 
the  anterior  lobe  of  the  right  fide,  was  covered  with 
the  fame  mucus,  and  which  had  communicated  a 
tinge  to  the  cortical  fubftance. 

Agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  Monfieur  Quefnoy, 
in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Surgery,  this  patient  fhould  have  been  trepaned  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  fymptoms. 

But  a  quçftion  arifes,  on  what  part  would  you 
trepan  ?  We  have  many  doubtful  indications,  nor 
is  there  one  fufliciently  decifive  to  point  out  where  the 
inftrument  fhould  be  applied.  The  feat  of  the  mif- 
phief,  we  had  reafon  to  prefume,  was  on  the  left  fide, 
from  the  injury  received  on  the  external  table  of  the 
os  frontis,  and  from  that  part  being  peculiarly  affedted 
with  pain  ;  yet,  ftill  the  paralytic  affedtion  of  the  left 
fide  of  the  body  gave  rife  to  a  fufpicion  that  the 
caufe  exifted  in  the  right.  For  the  fake  of  argument, 
Jet  us  fuppofe,  that  the  furgeon,  not;  deterred  by 
thefe  contra-indications,  after  the  unfuccefsful  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  trepan  on  pne  fide,  had  determined  to 
attempt  it  on  the  other;  what  particular  part  would 
he  have  trepaned  ?  He  ipuft  have  multiplied  its  ap¬ 
plication  at  the  hazard  of  difeovering  the  feat  of  the 
eftufion  ;  and  what  advantage  could  he  have  obtained 
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by  tliefe  refearches  ?  Would  the  puriform  mucus 
have  been  evacuted,  that  was  effufed  in  the  cellulai 
fubftance,  and  diffufed  over  the  whole  left  and  part 
of  the  right  hemifphere  of  the  brain  ? 

The  application  of  the  trepan  favours  the  accef- 
fion  of  air,  which  often  produces  confequences  ulti¬ 
mately  fatal.  Scarcely  any  authors,  who  have  written 
on  wounds  of  the  head,  have  mentioned  this  fpecies 
of  fuppuration;  it  is  noticed,  however,  by  Smetius 
and  Morgagni.  The  laid,  in  defcribing  the  diffedion 
of  many  fubjeds,  who  died  from  wounds  of  the 
head,  remarks,  that  this  yeilow-greenifh  mucus,  and 
of  a  gelatinous  confiftence,  was  diffufed  in  the  me¬ 
ninges  and  over  the  furface  of  the  brain. 

Thefe  circumftances  have  been  conftantly  obferved, 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  in  patients,  who  have  died  at  the 
fame  period,  as  the  fubjed  of  the  preceding  obfer- 
vation,  and  whole  death  has  been  preceded  by  the 
fame  fymptoms  3  but,  in  thefe  accidents,  if  no  re¬ 
lief  is  afforded  by  the  trepan,  the  belt  effeds  may  be 
expeded  from  the  application  of  a  blifler  applied  over 
the  whole  head.  A  number  of  cafés  that  have  been 
fuccefsfully  treated  in  this  way,  apparently  of  the  moft 
ferious  defcription,  will  foon  be  publifhed* 
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Cafe  cf  an  ulcerated  Cancer ,  of  an  extraordinary  Sr%t3 

cured  by  the  Operation , 

[By  Mr.  Dehanne,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the 

Hôtel  Dieu.] 

MADELEINE  Lepré,  a  fifh-woman,  aged  66 
years,  tall,  thin,  and  of  a  weak  conftitution, 
obferved,  in  November,  1788,  in  her  left  breaft,  a 
Imall,  hard,  moveable,  tumour,  nearly  infeniible,  the 
caufe  of  which  fhe  was  unable  to  aflign.  This  tu¬ 
mour  increafed  rapidly  :  by  the  month  of  April,  1790, 
it  had  acquired  a  confiderable  bulk,  it  was  hard,  ex¬ 
tremely  painful,  and  diffeminated  with  varicous  veins  ; 
emollient  and  maturative  cataplafms  were  applied* 
which  feemed  to  haften  its  progrefs  5  for,  in  the  Ipace 
of  twenty- five  or  thirty  days,  it  had  increafed  fo 
confiderably  in  fize,  that  it  exceeded  the  bulk  of  her 
head  by  one -third  :  in  the  centre,  an  ulcer  formed 
of  about  two  inches  in  diameter  3  it  was  of  a  fungus 
nature,  and  difcharged,  abundantly,  a  bloody  foetid 
fanies.  Her  bufferings  not  allowing  her  a  moment’s 
cafe,  fhe  was  admitted,  in  this  diftreffed  fituation, 
into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  18th  May,  1790. 

As  the  tumour  was  increafing  faff,  and  the  patient, 
though  weakened  by  tire  difeafe,  was  as  well  as  could 
be  reafonably  expeded  from  the  nature  of  her  com¬ 
plaint,  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  defer  the  ope¬ 
ration,  which  was  performed,  two  days  after  her  ad- 
miffion,  in  the  following  manner;  — 


She 


(  te  y 

She  was  feated  in  a  high  chair,  and  fupported  by 
two  affiftants  :  one  elevated  the  left  arm  at  a  little 
difiance  from  the  body  ;  Mr*  Default  raifed  the  bread 
with  his  left  hand,  and  put  the  integuments  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  tumour  on  the  ftretch*  then,  with' 
a  firaight  and  fharp  pointed  biftoury,  made  a  femi- 
oval  incifion  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  tumor*  dire£l> 
ing  it  from  the  axilla  towards  the  flernum  :  the  an¬ 
terior  extremity  of  the  incifion  was  a  little  mord' 
elevated  than  the  pofierior.  An  affiftant  retraced  the 
fkin  at  the  lower  part,  whilfl  Mr.  Default  held  the 
bread  with  his  left  hand,  and  diifeded  the  cellular 
fubdance  in  a  direction  contrary  to  the  inferior  lip 
of  the  wound  :  the  cancerous  mafs  was  foon  detached 
inferiorly,  and  was  differed  to  hang  pendulous,  and 
the  fkin,  at  the  upper  part,  heing  peifedly  found, 
Mr.  Default  differed  it  off  the  tumour,  and  finifhed 
his  incifion  where  he  firft  commenced  the  operation. 
The  cellular  fubdance  was  diifeded  as  clofe  as  poffi- 
ble,  by  retrading  the  tumour  and  integuments  in  dif¬ 
fèrent  diredions.  An  artery  that  afforded  rather  a  con- 
fiderable  hemorrhage  was  compreded  by  the  finger 
of  an  affidant,  it  was  laid  hold  of  with  a  pair  of  dif- 
feding  forceps,  and  fecured,  by  ligature,  in  the 
ufual  manner.  Four  other  fmall  arteries  were  fecured 
in  the  fame  way. 

The  perpendicular  height  of  the  wound,  refulting 
from  this  operation,  was  8  inches  ;  its  width  ten.  After 
the  edges  of  the  wound  were  well  cleaned,  and  the 
blood  wiped  off  with  coarfe  lint,  it  was  dreffed  with 
foft  doffils  fprinkled  with  colophony,  and  dompreffes 

of 
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of  coarfe  lint  applied  over  the  whole,  and  fecured  by 
a  bandage  drawn  moderately  tight.  She  was  put  to 
bed,  and  her  head  was  a  little  elevated,  with  the  arm 
of  the  affected  fide  refting  on  a  cuffiion,  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  body,  but  fufficiently  raifed  for 
to  relax  the  peétoralis  major  and  the  fkin  which  in- 
vefts  it. 

The  weight  of  the  tumour  was  eleven  pounds,  its 
texture  firm,  and  difficult  to  cut,  and,  at  the  firft 
view,  had  much  the  appearance  of  rancid  bacon  :  in 
its  internal  part,  matter,  of  different  colours  and  con¬ 
fidence,  wras  difcovered. 

No  pain  was  experienced  in  the  courte  of  the  day 
and  the  night,  and  ffie  complained  only  of  the  ban¬ 
dage  being  rather  too  tight.  The  fécond  day,  the 
dreffings  were  (lightly  tinged  with  blood,  the  bandage 
and  external  compreffes  were  removed,  and  the  lint 
moiftened  with  the  decoction  of  marffi-mallows  :  frefh 
compreffes,  dipt  in  the  fame  liquor,  were  applied, 
and  the  dreffings  were  fupported,  fuperiorly,  by 
means  of  a  fcapulary. 

The  third  day,  there  was  little  fever,  with  a  flight 
ferous  difcharge,  that  indicated  approaching  fuppu- 
ration  ;  the  lint  that  was  eafily  detached  was  changed, 
and  all  the  dreffings  were  moiftened  with  decodtion 
of  marfh-mallows.  The  fourth  day,  the  fame  plan 
was  continued. 

On  the  fifth,  die  lint,  detached  by  fuppuration,  was 
eafily  removed,  and  the  appearance  of  the  wound 
was  remarkably  favourable.  After  the  edges  of  the 
wound  were  wiped,  they  were  dreffcd  with  cerate 

Ipread 
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fpread  on  linen*  to  prevent  the  adhefions  of  thé 
dreflings,  and  the  wound  was  covered,  throughout 
its  whole  length,  with  a  comprefs  dipt  in  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  marfh- mallows.  The  dre (Tings  were  the  fame 
on  the  following  days*  On  the  feventh,  fhe  was  al¬ 
lowed  broth,  in  which  there  was  bread*  On  the 
tenth,  fhe  had  a  flight  cough,  which  foon  gave  way 
to  the  ule  of  pe6toral  decodtion.  On  the  fifteenth* 
the  edges  of  the  wound  were  perfe&ly  level,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  cicatrize  ;  and  fhe  now  eat  a  little  roaft  fowl. 
On  the  twenty-third,  the  cicatrix  advanced  rapidly, 
and  the  fuppuration  was  fo  trifling,  that  the  ufe  of  the 
marfh-mallow-water  was  omitted. 

On  the  thirtieth,  there  was  fome  appearance  of  a 
bilious  difpofition,  which  was  checked  by  the  ufe  of 
clyfters,  and  one  drachm  of  cremor  tartar  in  each 
pint  of  drink.  The  appetite  foon  returned,  and,  to 
gratify  it  completely,  fhe  procured,  clan de  (line ly, 
folid  food  and  fpirituous  liquors  :  this  improper  regi¬ 
men  produced,  on  the  thirty- fixth  day,  a  new  de¬ 
rangement  in  the  digeftive  organs  ;  the  wound  became 
pale  and  fungous,  the  pus  altered  in  quality  and 
fmell,  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  excoriated,  and 
the  cicatrix  in  part  deflroyed.  She  was  put  on  diet  ; 
but  ftill  the  fuppuration  was  fufficiently  abundant  to 
render  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  drefs  the  wound 
twice  a  day.  On  the  fortieth  day,  it  began  to  di- 
xninifh,  and  the  fungi  were  touched  with  the  lapis 
infernalis.  On  the  forty-fifth,  the  appearance  of 
the  wound  was  much  better,  and  the  quality  of  the 
matter  confiderably  improved. 


On 
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On  the  fixtieth,  cicatrization  began  to  take  place 
from  the  circumference  of  the  wound  :  Hie  was  now 
allowed  folid  food.  On  the  feventieth,  the  patient 
was  attacked  with  a  confiderable  itching,  which  was 
foon  followed  with  an  eruption  of  fmall  red  pullules, 
that  were  diffufed  over  the  whole  body.  •  This  event 
obliged  her  to  have  recourfe  to  her  ordinary  drink 
of  the  decodlions  of  dock  and  fumitory  :  the  erup¬ 
tion  did  not  influence  the  cicatrix  ;  and,  on  the  fe- 
venty-lixth,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  make  an  ilfue 
in  her  arm. 

On  the  eighty-third  day,  conceiving  herfelf  nearly 
well,  Ihe  committed  frefh  excelles,  which  produced 
a  redundancy  of  bile  :  the  wound  became  pale,  the 
difcharge  copious,  and  of  a  bad  quality.  She  wa$ 
treated  in  the  fame  way  as  before,  with  clylters,  and 
a  ptifan  acidulated  with  crem.  tartar  ;  which  plan  was 
followed  till  the  ninety-fixth  day,  when  the  cicatrix 
became  fmaller.  On  the  105th  day,  the  length  of 
the  wound  was  only  two  inches,  and  one  inch  in 
width  ;  and  it  now  healed  fo  fafc,  that,  on  the  1 20th 
day,  the  cicatrix  was  complete,  and  was  only  two 
inches  and  a  half,  in  extent.  Three  days  afterwards,  a 
gentle  purge  was  exhibited,  as  her  tongue  was  a 
little  furred,  accompanied  with  a  bitter  take  in  her 
mouth.  /  "  ’ 

She  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital,  perfedlly 
cured,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1790,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  days  after  the  operation,  and,  at  prefent,  en¬ 
joys  the  moll  perfedt  Hate  of  health,  ,  ... 


H 
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In  the  courfe  of  practice*  we  have  made  many  obn 
fervations  on  cancers  of  the  breaft  cured  by  ampu¬ 
tation  ;  and  we  fhall  regularly  communicate  thofe 
that  are  attended  with  any  interefting  particulars.  Af¬ 
ter  operations  of  this  nature,  cicatrization  is  generally 
completed  in  thirty  or  fifty  days  ;  but  ftill  it  may  be 
retarded  by  particular  circumftances,  which  young 
practitioners  ought  to  be  informed  of  5  and  with  this 
view  the  preceding  cafe  has  been  publifhed, 

A  variety  of  caufes  concurred  to  prolong  the  cure 
of  this  patient  beyond  the  ordinary  period  ;  her  habits 
of  life,  her  long  buffering,  and  advanced  age,  the 
length  of  time  fhe  was  afflicted  with  the  difeafe,  the 
reft  fhe  was  obliged  fo  ftriCtly  to  obferve,  after  being 
accuftomed  to  an  aCtive  life,  were  all  circumftances 
that  retarded  her  cure. 


Cafe  of  an  Operation  for  a  double  JJaxe-tipy  with  4 

Fijfure  in  the  falate. 


^|ARY  Dehannes,  a  foundling,  5  years  of  age, 
-  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the 
7th  of  September,  1790,  for  an  operation  for  the 
hare-lip,  an  engraving  of  which  is  annexed. 

In  the  upper  lip,  under  the  noftrils,  there  were 
two  fill  lires,  one-third  of  an  inch  wide,  and  which 


ex- 
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extended  into  the  pofterior  ruoftrils  :  thele  fiffures  were 
feparated  from  each  other  by  the  protuberance  (b), 
which  was  rounded  inferiorly,  and  was  fborter  than 
the  other  portions  of  the  lip:  its  bafe  was  cn  a  level 
with  the  extremity  of  the  nofe,  with  which,  it  was 
connedled.  Behind  this  protuberance  was  obferved 
a  portion  of  the  upper  jaw  (a),  half  an  inch  wide, 
which  projected  more  forwards  than  the  reit  of  the 
maxillary  bones,  from  which  it  was  feparated  on  each 
fide  by  a  fifiure  of  about  (f)  one  quarter  of  an  inch 
wide  :  this  boney  eminence,  whofe  inferior  part  was 
on  a  level  with  the  alveolar  procefs,  fupported  the 
two  middle  inciffors  (which  were  imaller  than  ufual, 
and  movable  in  their  fockets)  :  fuperiorly,  it  was  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  ieptum  nafi,  whofe  lower  edge  led 
to  the  middle  of  a  fifiure,  the  width  of  which  ex¬ 
ceeded  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  divided,  from 
before  backwards,  the  vault  and  the  arch  of  the  pa¬ 
late. 

This  child  could  only  ufe  the  cufpidati  and  the  bi- 
cufpides  in  laying  hold  of  her  food.  Her  maftica- 
vtion  was  difficult  ;  and,  during  deglutition,  a  part  of 
the  aliment  regurgitated  into  the  pofterior  nofirils,  and 
part  pafied  through  the  fifiures  of  the  lips  ;  but  thefe 
inconveniences  were,  in  fome  meaiure,  obviated  by 
the  child  having  the  precaution  to  take  little  food 
into  her  mouth  at  a  time  :  (he  {wallowed  fluids  with 
much  more  eafe  j  for,  by  inclining  her  head  back¬ 
wards,  they  palled  directly  into  the  pharynx. 

Her  fpeech  was  impeded!,  the  tones  of  her  voice 
being  nafal  s  her  pronunciation  of  vowels  was  mede- 
-  .  •  H  2  rately 
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rateiy  diflinCt,  but  fhe  articulated  confonants  with 
fuch  difficulty  that  fhe  could  be  underflood  only  by 
thofe  that  were  frequently  with  her. 

To  bring  the  protuberance  on  a  level  will  the 
lip,  and  to  deprefs  the  projecting  portion  of  the  maxil¬ 
lary  bones,  a  linen  bandage  was  contrived  which  com- 
preiTed  them  both,  by  being  palled  over  the  upper 
lip  and  fixed  to  the  back-part  of  the  neck  :  its  good 
cfFedts  were  immediately  evident,  arid  its  nie  was 
continued  till  the  1 8th  of  September,  when  the  ope¬ 
ration  was  performed.  * 

As  the  patient  was  in  good  health,  no  other  pre¬ 
paration  was  necefTary  but  regulating-  her  diet  a  few 
days  befpre  the  operation.  Her  hair  was  ordered 
to  be  combed,  and  feme  mercurial  ointment  to  be 
applied  to  deftroy  the  vermin,  which  might  occar 
fion  uneafmefs,  and,  by  this  means,  the  bandage  was 
more  likely  to  remain  undiflurbed.  The  pofterior 
part  and  the  cavity  of  the  ears  were  guarded  with 
lint,  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  of  prehure,  and 
to  ahforb  the  perfpiration,  which,  by  being  confined 
during  the  application  of  the  bandage,  might  irritate, 
pr  even  ulcerate,  the  parts. 

The  patient  was  brought  to  the  theatre  and  feated 
on  a  high  chair,  with  her  head  againft  the  bread:  of 
an  affûtant  3  who,  with  her  hands  applied  to  the  lips. 


pufhed  them  forwards,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  com- 
prehed  the  external  maxillary  arteries  where  they  pais 
on  the  lower  jaw.  Mr.  Default  placed  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  patient,  and  a  little  to  the  right,  then  held 


the  left  portion  of  tire  lip  with  the  thumb  and  forer 
•  •  •  finger. 
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Bnger  of  the  left  hand,  and,  with  a  fharp  pair  of  fcif* 
fors,  rounded  on  both  Tides,  cut  out  the  red  as  high 
up  as  the  openings  in  the  nole*  perpendicular  to  the 
thicknefs  of  the  lip,  taking  care  to  remove  a  fome- 
what  larger  proportion  of  the  lower  part,  where  the 
edge  was  rounded  (c  c  fig.  ift ).  He  then  took  hold 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  protuberance,  and  put  it  on  the 
flretch  3  then  cautioufiy  divided  the  left  edge  exadtiy 
in  the  fame  v/ay  ;  and  divided  the  right  portion  in  the 
fame  manner*  and  the  correfpondent  part  of  the  lip. 
Whilft  he  held,  with  his  thumb  and  index- fnger,  the 
angle  of  the  wound  that  correfponded  with  the  left 
TTiire,  he  palled  into  the  lip,  at  the  diftance  of  one- 
twelfth  of  an  inch  from  its  loofe  edge,  and  one  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  inch  from  the  wound,  a  gold  pin  {fig.  $tb 
and  6th) ,  rubbed  with  cerate,  and,  paffing  it  back¬ 
wards  and  upwards,  palled  it  through  the  filTure,  then, 
fixing  the  protuberance  on  a  level  with  the  lip,  he 
pufhed  the  pin  through  it  about  its  middle  j  and, 
after  adjufiing  the  right  portion  of  the  lip  againft 
the  protuberance,  he  palled  the  pin  in  a  fimilar  way, 
but  in  an  oppofite  direction  to  the  one  he  had  pafied 
on  the  left  fide. 

While  Mr.  Default  retain  d  the  parts  in  a  ftate  of 
appofition,  by  holding  the  two  ends  of  the  pin,  an 
alfiftant  introduced,  behind  the  latter  and  before  the 
protuberance  and  the  lip,  a  loop  of  waxed  thread, 
which  he  drew  downwards,  with  the  intention  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  parts  on  the  ftretch  ;  and,  in  contact  upon 
this  loop,  the  operator  introduced  another  piece  of 
Waxed  ligature,  which  he  pafied  feveral  times  in  the 

H  3  form 


(  9*  ) 

form  of  a  figure  of  8,  crofs  and  round  the  pin,  ta¬ 
king  care  to  bring  the  thread  fometimes  acrofs,  and 
fometimes  under,  the  protuberance  5  he  next  intro¬ 
duced  a  fécond  pin  under  the  nofe,  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  above  the  firft,  and  paffed  it  through  the  two 
portions  of  the  lips,  being  careful  to  bring  the  two 
other  portions  of  the  lip  on  a  level  with  the  pro¬ 
tuberance,  by  bringing  them  forward  :  he  then  twilled 
a  piece  of  waxed  ligature  about  the  fécond  pin,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  firft,  and  afterwards  carried  the 
thread,  alternately,  from  one  pin  to  the  other,  in  the 
form  of  a  figure  of  eight,  till  he  had  covered  the 
whole  furface  of  the  lip  (fee  fig.  2.).  The  ends  of 
the  thread  were  then  fecured  by  a  knot,  and  the 
loop,  which  had  ferved  to  keep  the  parts  in  con- 
tad;  and  on  the  ftretch,  was  cut  off  as  high  as  pof- 
fible. 

Mr.  Default  applied  two  compreffes  on  the  cheeks 
(dd,  dd y  fig.  III.)  one  inch  in  thicknefs,  extending 
from  the  maffeter  mufcle  to  the  commiffure  of  the 
lips,  and  from  the  os  malæ  to  the  lower  jaw  :  thefe 
compreffes  were  preffed  forwards,  and  fupported  by 
an  affiftant  -}  fmall  compreffes  were  placed  between 
the  ends  of  the  pins  and  the  fkin  j  and  the  lip  was 
covered  with  a  pledgit  of  lint,  over  which  was  laid  a, 
comprefs  (c  c  c  c)  moiftened  with  aq.  vegeto, 

A  bandage  of  the  fame  breadth  as  the  lip,  and 
three  ells  in  length,  was  carried,  from  right  to  left, 
feveral  times  round  the  head,  diredlly  above  the  eye¬ 
brows,  and  fixed,  with  a  pin,  behind  the  right  ear, 

and  on  a  level  with  the  upper  lip  >  then  brought  over 
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the  comprefs  of  the  fame  fide,  thence  under  the  nofe 
and  over  the  comprefs  of  the  left  fide,  then  be¬ 
hind  the  left  ear,  to  which  it  was  fixed  by  a  pin 
the  reft  of  the  bandage  was  carried  in  circular  turns 
round  the  head,  and  to  prevent  the  compreffes  and  ban¬ 
dage  being  loofened,  they  were  fupported  by  a  fmall 
bandage  (i  i  i  i)  which  was  placed  on  each  fide.  The 
middle  of  this  was  palled  obliquely  under  the  chin,  and 
one  of  the  heads  of  it  was  brought  over  one  of  the 
comprefles,  and  the  other  behind  the  ear  of  the  op- 
pofite  fide  to  the  top  of  ' the  head,  where  they  were 
fattened,  and  fixed  to  the  comprefs  on  each  fide,  and 
to  the  firft  bandage,  by  means  of  pins. 

The  motions  of  the  lower  jaw  were  confined  by 
fixing  the  chin  with  the  fling  bandage  (ff),  the  fu- 
perior  ends  of  which  were  fixed  behind  the  occiput, 
and  the  lower  ends  to  the  top  of  the  head,  and  the 
whole  was  rendered  ftill  more  fecure  by  feveral  turns 
of  a  bandage  (a  a  a  a)  carried  round  the  head. 

The  operation  was,  by  no  means,  tedious  ;  nor  the 
introdu&ion  of  the  pin  attended  with  much  pain.  She 
wras  put  to  bed  and  flept  part  of  the  day,  and  the 
next  day  there  was  neither  fwelling  nor  pain  -,  the  fmall 
comprefs  was  removed  and  a  frefn  one  applied,  moif- 
tened  with  aq.  veg.  min.  On  the  third  day,  fhe  was 
allowed  to  eat  panada.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  pins 
were,  withdrawn  by  their  points,  after  being  previoufly 
cleaned  and  fmeared  with  cerate  ;  they  were  more 
eafiiy  difengaged,  by  performing  a  fort  of  rotatory 
motion  :  the  dreffings  wrere  the  fame  as  before.  On 
the  fifth,  the  threads  fell  off,  and  the  parts  feemed 

H  4  per- 


(  96  ) 

perfectly  united  (feej%.  IV. ),  and  the  patient’s  pro¬ 
nunciation  appeared  much,  improved.  On  the  lc- 
venth,  the  pundtures,  made  by  the  pins,  (lightly  flip- 
purated  :  on  the  tenth,  they  were  cicatrized,  and 
the  marks  were  fcarcely  perceptible. 

On  the  thirty-eighth,  fhe  left  the  Hofpital.  Since 
her  cure  fhe  has  returned  feveral  times  to  be  exa¬ 
mined:  her  articulation  is  found  to  be  perfectly  dif- 
tindt,  and  the  lip  has  regained  its  natural  length,  the 
fifliire  in  the  arch  of  the  palate  is  diminifhed  one- 
third,  and  the  alveolar  arch  is  perfedtly  regular. 

Many  inftances,  in  fome  degree  fimilar  to  the 
above  cafe,  are  to  be  found  in  books.  The  cure  was 
always  viewed  by  the  ancients  as  impracticable  ;  but 
modern  furgeons,  perfuaded  that  the  projecting  por¬ 
tion  of  the  maxillary  bones  formed  the  chief  obftacle, 
have  recommended  its  excifion  :  but  experience  proves, 
that  it  is  always  eafy  to  bring  the  lips  over  this  ofiious 
projection,  and,  by  the  means  of  a  bandage,  effeCt 
its  depreffion  even  to  a  level  with  the  lateral  parts 
of  the  jaw,  fo  as  to  render  this  excifion  unneceffary. 
Befides,  this  operation  is  open  to  many  objections  : 
it  leaves  a  confiderable  fpace  between  the  maxillary 
bones,  excites  inflammation  in  the  adjoining  parts,  and 
deprives  the  lip  of  the  advantage  of  a  fupport  at  that 
part  where  it  was  divided  ;  but,  even  under  thefe  dif- 
advantages,  if  an  union  fhould  take  place,  the  adtio'u 
of  the  mufcles  would  bring  the  maxillary  bones 
nearer  to  a  hate  of  contaCt  j  the  upper  jaw  would  be¬ 
come  contracted,  fo  as  to  fall  within  the  under  one, 

which 
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which  would  render  inaftication  difficult,  and  prefont 

£  -r* 

alfo  another  deformity. 

With  refpedt  to  the  mode  of  performing  the  ope¬ 
ration  for  this  fpecies  of  hare -lip,  there  are  many- 
different  opinions.  With  regard  to  the  manner,  the 
inftruments,  and  the  means  employed  to  procure  a  re¬ 
union  : 

Some  have  thought  they  have  Amplified  the 
operation  by  re-uniting  one  of  the  fides  of  the  lip 
to  die  middle  part,  and,  after  this  was  completely 
healed,  to  proceed  to  operate  on  the  other  fide. 
Others  recommend  to  finifh  the  operation  at  once. 

Although  Severinus,  in  his  cc  Treatife  de  Effcacia 
Medicinæ,”  recommends  the  biftoury  in  the  operation 
of  the  hare-lip  \  yet  fciffors  have  been  ufed  for  a 
long  time,  and,  though  many  objeflions  have  been 
urged,  yet  ftill  many  forgeons  prefer  them  3  nor  is 
this  opinion  ill-founded  :  the  operation  is  more  fpeedy 
and  eafy  \  nor  is  there  any  neceffity  to  feparate  the 
lip  from  the  gums,  becaufe  the  parts  are  not  cut 
upon  pafte-board  as  with  the  biftoury,  and  the  bur¬ 
geon  can  hold  himfelf  thofe  parts  he  wifhes  to  divide.,, 
the  incifion  can  be  made  with  the  fciffors  with  more 
firmnefs  and  regularity  ;  for,  with  the  biftoury,  the 

incifion  from  the  contrafoion  of  the  parts  is  often. 
*  '(* 
irregular,  nor  are  the  edges  of  the  wound,  as  it  is 

faid,  bruiled  :  for,  when  the  fciffors  are  fharp  and 
well  conftruéted,  they  cut  nearly  as  well  as  the  bif¬ 
toury,  and,  from  experience,  we  find  the  wound 
unites  equally  well. 

‘  The 
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The  future  was,  for  a  long  time,  efteemed  thé 
Only  method  of  obtaining  the  union  of  the  hare-lip* 
and  is  yet  preferred,  in  fome  difficult  cafes,  by  many 
practitioners.  The  inconveniences  that  Ibmetimes  re- 
fuit,  depend  on  the  manner  of  performing  it,  and  on 
the  drefhngs  that  are  made  ufe  of  :  a  number  of  cafes, 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  that  have  been  united  by  future, 
and  that  have  done  perfectly  well,  are  proofs  of  the 
juftice  of  this  opinion.  Befides,  however  perfeCt  the 
bandage  may  be,  it  does  not  retain  the  parts  with 
fufficient  exaCtnefs,  nor  does  it  prevent  the  blood  and 
the  faliva  from  infinuating  themfelves  between  the 
edges  of  the  wound  ;  it  cannot  lengthen  parts  that 
are  too  Ihort,  nor  elevate  thofe  that  are  depreffed  ; 
all  thefe  advantages  the  operation  by  pins  certainly 
pofTeffes,  when  ably  conduCkd. 

According  to  Heifter,  the  Germans  employed  no¬ 
thing  but  a  fufficient  number  of  futures  to  procure 
the  reunion  ;  furgeons,  from  experiencing  their  in-* 
fufnciency,  prefer  the  ufe  of  pins,  but  differ  fome- 
what  refpeCting  their  form  and  compofition.  Gold, 
as  it  will  not  ruft,  and  can  be  made  fufHcientiy  fharp, 
is  to  be  preferred. 

The  bandage,  mentioned  in  the  above  cafe,  is  of 
a  more  fimple  confiru&ion  than  the  generality  of  uni¬ 
ting  bandages  invented  for  the  purpofe  :  its  aCHon 
is  confined  to  the  compreifes  and  cheeks,  it  lies 
fmooth,  and  does  not  prefs  on  the  lip,  which  is  not 
liable  to  be  wounded  by  the  pins  ;  and,  if  the  com- 
preffes  are  pufhed  forward  at  the  inflant  of  its  ap¬ 
plication,  they  will  aCt  in  the  fame  way  as  a  bandage, 
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the  heads  of  which  are  made  to  crofs  each  other 
under  the  nofe< 


EXPLANATION  OF  PLATE  II. 

FIG.  L  The  Fate  of  the  infant  when  admitted 
into  the  Hôtel  Dieu. 

a.  The  projedting  portion  of  the  jaw,  half 
an  inch  in  width. 

ff.  FiFures,  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in 
width. 

b.  The  rounded  projedtion,  and  conti¬ 
nued  with  the  end  of  the  nofe,  forming 
the  middle  part  of  the  lip. 

c  c.  The  rounded  angles  of  the  divided 
portions  of  the  lips. 


FIG.  II.  The  twiFed  future. 

pp.  Points  of  the  pins. 

tt.  Their  blunt  ends. 

FIG.  III.  The  appearance  of  the  infant  with  the  ap¬ 
paratus. 

c  c  c  c.  A  fmall  comprels  placed  on  t^e 
wound. 

dd,  dd.  Thick  compreFes  to  prefs  tfie 
cheek  forward. 

b  b.  Part  of  the  uniting  bandage  paFing 
over  the  compreFes  of  the  lips  and  cheeks. 

i  i.  Small 
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I L  Small  bandages  fupportifig  the  tom- 
preffes  of  the  cheeks, 
ff.  The  fling  bandage, 
aaaa.  Turns  of  the  roller  fixing  the  whole 
of  the  apparatus. 


FIG.  IY.  State  of  the  lip  after  the  cure» 
FIG.  V,  and  VL  Shape  of  the  pins» 


À  Cafe  of  Mortification  of  the  inferior  fiaW, 


t  By  J.  B.  J.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

EUSTACHIUS  Provent,  a  foldier  in  the  National 
Guard,  39  years  of  age,  and  of  a  good  con- 
flitution,  eight  months  flnce  was  affected  with  a  caries 
of  the  firfl  dens  molaris  of  the  right  fide.  He  had  oc- 
cafion  to  pafs  the  whole  night  expofed  to  a  cold  and 
moift  air  :  the  pain,  that  was  before  trifling,  was  now 
aggravated  to  an  infupportable  degree.  The  next 
day  there  was  a  conflderable  fluxion  at  the  part  ;  the 
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pefolurion  of  which  was  ineffectually  attempted  by 
bleeding  and  the  application  of  a  poultice  over  the 
•whole  cheek.  The  fwelling  and  pain  increafed,  and, 
at  the  eighteenth  day,  feveral  abcelfes  difcharged 
themfelyes  in  the  mouth  ;  at  this  period,  all  the  dentes 
molares,  except  the  fir  ft,  fell  out  i  foon  afterwards 
there  appeared,  under  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  a  conn- 
derable  depofition  of  matter  ;  and,  at  the  right  fide 
of  the  neck,  which  had  not  been  preceded  by  the 
fymptoms  that  ufually  accompany  phlegmonous  in- 
ftammation,  an  aperture  was  made  ;  and,  on  exami¬ 
nation  with  a  probe,  the  jaw  was  found  denuded  : 
and  an  enter  abcefs  being  opened,  that  was  fituated 
towards  the  alveolar  proeefs  of  the  laft  dens  molaris, 
another  portion  of  the  bone  was  expofed. 

The  patient,  did  re  (fed  by  the  tedioufnefs  of  the 
cafe,  preferred  himfelf  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the 
15th  November,  1790,  fix  weeks  after  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  A  fwelling,  accompanied 
with  confiderable  hardnefs,  occupied  die  whole 
check  and  the  corre  (pondent  part  of  the  neck,  which 
produced  an  inability  of  feparating  the  jaws  ,  above  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  to¬ 
wards  the  termination  of  the  alveolar  procefs,  above 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  mortified  bone  was  ex- 
poled  and  felt  :  it  appeared,  in  a  great  meafure,  de¬ 
tached,  and  admitted  of  a  flight  degree  of  motion  ; 
circumftances  that  determined  Mr.  Default  to  at¬ 
tempt  its  extraction  the  next  day. 

An  affiftant  having  feparated  the  commiffure  of  the 
Jips,  Mr.  Default  introduced  a  curved  biifoury  on 

the 
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the  fore -finger  of  his  left  hand,  and  divided  the  foft 
parts  that  in  veiled  the  fore -part  of  the  jaw,  and, 
palling  his  finger  along  the  internal  furface  "  of  the 
difeafed  bone,  he  difcovered  that  the  veffels  and  the 
inferior  dental  nerve  were  out  of  their  canals,  their 
internal  hides  being  deilroyed  through  their  whole  ex¬ 
tent  3  the  foft  parts,  that  remained  adhered  to  the  bone, 
were  then  detached  3  then  raifing,  with  his  finger,  the 
anterior  branch  of  the  jaw,  he  difengaged  the  dif¬ 
eafed  portion,  and  extracted  it  with  the  greateft  fa¬ 
cility:  it  comprehended  the  whole  branch  of  the 
jaw,  except  the  condyle  and  the  top  of  the  coronoid 
procefs  3  new  offific  matter  was  difcovered  poileriorly, 
and  on  the  outfide  of  that  part  where  the  difeafed  por¬ 
tion  was  fituated  :  the  motions  of  the  jaw  were  foon 
reilored  as  well  as  before  the  accident.  / 

The  opening  of  the  fiilulous  orifice  in  the  neck 
was  a  little  enlarged  for  the  pailage  of  a  feton, 
which  was  drawn  through  the  mouth,  and  a  poultice 
was  applied  to  the  cheek  3  and,  every  evening, 
the  cavity  of  the  extradled  bone  was  well  injedt- 
ed  with  a  decodlion  of  marfh -mallows.  The  next 
day,  it  was  diminiihed  to  half  its  fize,  and  the  buf¬ 
ferings  of  the  patient  were  triflings  the  fwelling, 
however,  in  fome  rneafure,  augmented  3  and  there 
was  a  moderate  diicharge  of  pus  from  the  mouth, 
as  well  as  from  the  fiflulons  orifice. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  fwelling  was  lefs,  the  pus 
white  and  more  abundant,  and  the  gargles  and  injec¬ 
tions  palled  out  in  part  of  the  fiilulous  orifice.  On 
the  eighth,  as  there  was  little  fwelling,  and  the  dif- 
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charge  final!  in  quantity,  the  feton  was  omitted  5  but 
the  ufe  of  the  poultices,  gargles,  and  injections,  was 
perfified  in,  which  flill,  in  part,  flowed  out  of  the 
fifculous  orifice.  The  patient  could  now  chew  folid 
food. 

On  the  evening  of  the  tenth  day,  he  was  afflidfed 
with  a  con  fide  rable  fluxion  and  fwelling  on  the  cheek, 
which,  probably,  might  be  attributed  to  the  dampneis 
of  the  ward  that  had  been  wailied  fome  hours  before. 
Solid  food  was  prefer ibed,  and  he  was  ordered  to 
drink  plentifully  of  a  decodlion  of  dog’s  tooth  acidu¬ 
lated  with  oxymeij  and  ah  enema  to  be  adminiftered 
in  the  evening  ;  but,  notwithstanding  thele  precautions, 
the  fwelling  increafed,  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  a 
foetid  breath,  a  furred  tongue,  and  a  feverilh  pulfe, 
were  fymptoms  that  announced  a  difeafed  ablion  of 
the  digefdve  powers  :  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  was 
given,  which  vomited,  and  produced  fome  bilious 
ftools.  The  puife  was  natural  and  regular  in  the 
evening.  On  the  thirteenth,  the  fwelling  and  other 
fymptoms  were  much  diminifhed  -,  lie  wifhed  for  folid 
food,  which  was  allowed  him  the  next  day.  On  the 
fifteenth,  there  was  no  fwelling,  except  towards  the 
flernum  ;  the  wound  in  the  mouth  would  fcarce  ad¬ 
mit  the  extremity  of  the  finger,  and  afforded  but 
little  fuppuration.  The  injection  did  not  now  pais 
through  the  fiilulous  orifice,  and  its  external  opening 
was  cicatrized  die  next  day.  On  the  twentieth,  a 
fmall  abcefs  was  obferved  at  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
fternum,  which  was  opened  three  days  afterwards, 

with« 
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without  any  particular  circumftance  occurring  worthy 

notice. 

The  patient  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital  on  the 
13th  of  December,  twTenty-eight  days  after  the  ope¬ 
ration.  The  wound  of  the  mouth  was  not  yet  per¬ 
fectly  clbfed,  though  there  was  no  cavity  5  there  re¬ 
mained  on  the  cheek  a  tumour  formed  by  the  new- 
formed  bone.  The  mouth  admitted  of  being  opened 
above  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  the  motions  of  the 
jaw  were  perfectly  recovered. 

This  man  has  often  returned  to  the  Hofpital  fince 
his  difmiffion  :  his  cheek  has  nearly  re-affumed  its 
natural  appearance,  but  the  internal  wound  in  the 
mouth  yet  remained  fabulous. 


Cafe  of  a  Fungus  in  the  Maxillary  Sinus , 


[By  Mr.  Plaignaud,  One  of  the  Surgeons  of  the 

Hôtel  Dieu.] 

JAMES  Thibault,  22  years  of  age,  a  foldier  in  the 
regiment  of  Viennois,  was  attacked,  in  the  year 
1785,  with  deep-feated  pains  in  the  maxillary  finus, 
after  receiving  a  violent  contufion  on  the  malar  *tu- 
berofity  of  the  right  fide.  Thele  pains  remained  for  a 

long 
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long  time  before  any  change  was  perceived  externally. 
In  September,  1789,  the  os  mall  began  to  fwell,  and 
the  eye  to  projed,  the  fight  grew  more  enfeebled 
every  day,  and  the  dudus  nafalis  began  to  contrad, 
Which  produced  epiphora,  or  the  watery  eye. 

The  foldier,  unable  to  continue  his  duty,  went  to 
the  Hofpital  at  Lille,  in  Flanders,  where,  agreeable 
to  his  account,  his  difeafe  was  taken  to  be  an  ozena 
of  the  maxillary  finus*  After  extrading  all  the  great 
molares  of  that  fide,  they  perforated  the  alveolar 
procefs  5  inftead  of  pus  they  difcovered  a  fungus  tu¬ 
mour,  which  they  tried  to  extrad,  but  were  pre¬ 
vented  by  a  confiderable  hemorrhage,  which  was 
checked  by  the  application  of  lint  dipt  in  colo¬ 
phony.  The  opening  that  had  been  made  accele¬ 
rated  the  growth  of  the  fungus,  which  foon  extended 
into  the  mouth,  where  it  met  with  no  refinance. 

Six  days  after  this  firlt  attempt,  they  applied  the 
adual  cautery  to  the  fungus,  which  checked  its 
growth  in  a  certain  degree,  but  not  entirely  :  it  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe,  and,  on  the  twenty-fecond  day 
after  its  application,  its  fize  was  fufficiently  large 
to  fill  up  a  confiderable  part  of  the  mouth  and 
the  whole  of  the  right  noitril.  It  was  conceived 
that  an  attempt  to  extrad  that  part  that  was  in 
the  nofe  would  be  attended  with  more  fuccefs* 
The  ligature  was  made  with  wire,  which  they 
tightened  by  twilling  it  repeatedly  with  a  pair  of  for¬ 
ceps  :  thefe  twifcings  were  attended  with  fuch  into¬ 
lerable  pain,  that  the  patience  of  die  patient  was  en¬ 
tirely  exhaulled;  he,  therefore,  declined  any  farther 
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affîftance,  and  applied  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where  he 
was  admitted  on  the  12th  of  December,  1789. 

At  this  period,  he  could  not  open  his  mouth  but 
with  difficulty,  the  globe  of  the  right  eye  projected 
and  vifion  was  imperfect,  tears  ran  conftantly  down 
his  cheek,  the  nolhil  was  dry,  and  the  cheek,  as 
well  as  the  malar  tuberofity,  was  confiderably  ele¬ 
vated. 

"With  relpedt  to  die  fungus,  it  depreffied  the  vault 
of  the  palate  and  the  alveolar  arch,  and  occupied  fuch 
a  confiderable  portion  of  the  mouth  and  poflerior 
noftrils,  that  deglutition  and  refpiration  were  confi¬ 
derably  injured.  The  ligature  that  had  been  palled 
in  the  nofe  Hill  remained,  and  produced  exquifite 
pain  every  time  it  was  touched. 

The  event  of  any  new  operation,  under  all  thele 
unfavourable  circumftances,  was  extremely  uncertain  ; 
but,  from  his  earneft  folicitations,  and  the  courage 
he  evinced  under  his  fufferings,  the  furgeon  was  in¬ 
duced  to  attempt  his  relief.  He  was  feated  in  a 
chair,  and,  whilll  an  affiliant  kept  his  mouth  open 
by  means  of  a  key,  the  furgeon  made,  on  the  infide 
of  the  tumour,  a  femi-lunar  incifion  from  behind  for¬ 
ward,  extending  from  the  velum  pendulum  palati  to 
the  anterior  part  of  die  palatine  vault.  A  fécond  in¬ 
cifion,  of  the  fame  extent,  was  then  made  on  the 
external  fide  of  the  tumour,  between  the  buccinator 
mufcle  and  the  alveolar  arch  ;  then,  laying  hold  of  the 
tumour  with  the  fore -linger  and  thumb,  he  took  it 
away,  differing,  at  the  fame  time,  from  behind  for¬ 
wards,  and  from  within  outwards. 
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The  hemorrhage  was  coftfiderable,  as  was  expe&ed  ; 
it  was  attempted  to  be  checked  by  the  application 
of  lint,  which,  being  foon  found  inadequate  to  the 
intention,  was  withdrawn,  and  the  adlual  cautery, 
heated  to  a  white  heat,  applied  in  its  Head. 

The  application  of  the  cautery  was  frequently  re¬ 
peated,  not  only  with  the  view  of  checking  the  he¬ 
morrhage,  but  alfo  of  deftroying  the  fungus.  The  ca¬ 
vity,  that  was  left  after  its  extirpation,  was  filled  with 
lint  fprinkled  with  colophony  ;  the  jaws  were  clofed, 
and  retained  in  this  fituation  by  means  of  a  (ling  ban¬ 
dage.  To  prevent,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  fwell- 
ing  and  inflammation  confequent  to  the  application 
of  the  cautery,  a  poultice  was  applied  over  the  whole 
cheek.  The  patient  differed  little  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day;  but,  towards  evening,  he  had  a  flight  at¬ 
tack  of  fever,  which  increafed  during  the  night. 

The  next  day,  there  was  fome  fwelling,  with  con- 
fiderable  heat.  The  third  day,  fome  of  the  dofflls 
were  withdrawn,  and  replaced  with  foft  lint  ;  the 
fwelling  was  a  little  increafed,  but  the  heat  and  third 
were  lefs.  On  the  fourth,  the  outfide  lint  was  re¬ 
moved  ;  but,  for  fear  the  hemorrhage  fliould  be  re¬ 
newed,  that  on  the  inflde,  which  dill  adhered,  was 
not  meddled  with.  On  the  fifth,  the  feverifli  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  patient  entirely  ceafed. 

On  the  fixth,  the  fwelling  was  a  little  decreafed* 
there  was  no  fever,  his  ftrength  was  fupported  by 
rice  creams,  which  he  (wallowed  with  difficulty. 

On  the  feventh,  the  doffils  of  lint,  and  the  efcars 
produced  by  the  cautery,  were  detached  by  the  fup- 
,  I  2  puratiye 
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purative  proccfs:  this  reparation  was  followed  by  a 
renewal  of  the  hemorrhage,  which  was  Hopped  by 
dofiils  of  lint  dipt  in  colophony,  and  retained  in  their 
fituation  by  clofing  the  jaws.  By  the  next  day,  this 
lint  lofened  by  fuppuration,  and  fell  off  without  any 
return  of  the  hemorrhage.  On  the  eleventh,  the 
fuppuration  was  lefs,  the  patient  fuffered  little,  and  he 
now  ufed  a  gargle  of  barley-water  and  honey  of  rofes. 
On  the  fifteenth,  the  tears  began  to  take  their  natu¬ 
ral  courfe,  and  the  eye  to  regain  its  former  fituation 
in  the  orbit,  fuppuration  entirely  ceafed,  and  the  gar- 
garifms  were  omitted. 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Default,  convinced  of  the  in¬ 
utility  of  the  ligature  palled  into  the  nofe  a  month 
before,  was  induced  to  make  fome  attempts  to  with¬ 
draw  it  ;  but  they  were  attended  with  fuch  exquifite 
pain,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea  : 
from  obferving  that  the  patient  was  eafier  when 
the  ligature  was  drawn  forward,  it  was  concei¬ 
ved  that  gentle  means,  long  continued,  would 
produce  the  fame  efiedl  as  twilling  the  wire.  The 
extenfion  of  the  ligature  was  kept  up,  by  fixing  it 
to  the  cheek  with  adhefive  plafler.  This  contrivance 
was  attended  with  fuccefs;  for,  the  wire  fell  off  on 
the  fourteenth  day. 

A  portion  of  fungus  appeared  on  the  thirtieth,  and, 
in  fix  days,  grew  to  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg;  the 
hot  iron  was  applied,  and  the  efcar  fell  off  in  three 
days.  The  fize  of  the  cheek  now  fenfibly  diminifhed, 
his  fufferings  were  little,  and  his  cure  daily  advanced  : 
however,  the  twenty-fifth  day  after  diis  fécond  appli¬ 
cation 
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cation  of  the  cautery,  fome  fungi  appeared  in  the 
bottom  of  the  finus,  towards  the  inner  part  of  the 
orbit.  They  were  deftroyed,  like  the  others,  by  the 
repeated  application  of  the  cautery. 

On  the  eighteenth,  after  this  third  application,  the 
cheek  had  regained  nearly  its  natural  fize,  the  tears 
palled  freely  through  the  dudtus  nafalis,  and  the  fight 
was  equally,  perfedt  on  the  affedted  fide. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  the  patient  complained  of 
an  uneafy  fenfation  in  the  right  noftril.  On  examina¬ 
tion,  a  deep-feated  fungus  was  difcovered,  which 
feemed  to  originate  from  the  velum  pendulum  palati. 
It  was  burnt  in  the  fame  manner,  with  the  iron  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  canula  through  the  nofe. 

This  fourth  application  of  the  adtual  cautery  was  the 
lad;,  the  fungi  having  been  deftroyed  even  to  their 
roots,  and  never  more  appeared.  The  fides  of  the 
maxillary  finus  (where  thefe  luxuriances  feemed  to 
grow)  approached  each  other  ;  but,  in  the  place  of 
this  cavity,  there  was  nothing  more  than  a  hollow- 
neis,  which  correfponded  to  that  part  of  the  alveolar 
arch. 

He  remained  in  the  Hofpital  a  month  after  his 
cure,  to  fee  if  new  fungi  would  make  their  appear¬ 
ance  ;  and  was  difcharged,  perfectly  well,  on  the 
134th  cl  r  after  his  admittance. 

This  fc  dier  fupported  the  different  applications  of 
the  adtual  cautery  with  uncommon  courage,  and,  it  is 
but  juftice  to  fay,  that  his  cure  may  be  attributed  as 
much  to  his  own  fortitude  and  good  condudt  as  to 
chirurgical  affiftance. 
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Cajeof  a  Schirrus  humour  in  the  Pylorus . 

[By  Mr.  Bruguiere,  Surgeon  in  chief  to  the  Mi¬ 
litary  Hofpitals,] 

R.  Dangas,  an  enfign  in  a  regiment  of  infantry, 


J.VJL  about  50  years  of  age,  and,  apparently,  in 
good  health,  was  extremely  fubjedt  to  emulations  and 
borborigmi  after  his  meals  :  he  was  frequently  dif- 
treiTed  by  colicky  fenfations,  and  a  peculiar  unçafi- 
nefs  in  the  epigafiric  region,  which  he  attributed  to  a 
defedt  in  digedion.  To  remove  this  complaint,  he 
was  in  the  habits  of  employing  the  pil.  coch. 

He  was  employed,  at  this  time,  in  the  recruiting- 
fervice  ;  and,  whild  in  garrifon  at  Nîmes,  was 
attacked  with  thefe  violent  colicky  pains,  and  fent 
for  Mr.  Bruguiere  on  the  24th  June,  1774. 

On  examination,  Mr.  Bruguiere  found  the  lower 
belly  acutely  ienfible,  the  pulfe  hard  and  fmall,  the 
tongue  dry,  accompanied  with  ardent  third,  the  urine 
thin  and  of  a  high  colour  ;  and,  from  not  having  had 
an  evacuation  for  many  days,  he  had  had  recourle  to 
the  purgatives  that  he  ufually  took.  Mr.  Bruguiere 
bled  him,  and  ordered  diluents,  oily  medicines,  emol¬ 
lient  clyfters,  and  fomentations,  which  were  pertided 
in  till  the  next  day,  when  the  patient  appeared  more 
calm  and  tranquil:  two  ounces  of  manna,  and  the 
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fame  quantity  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  were  exhi¬ 
bited.  An  hour  after  Mr.  Dangas  had  taken  this 
portion,  he  made  fruitlefs  efforts  to  break  wind 
backwards  ;  and,  perfuaded  that  his  health  depended 
on  this  circumflance,  demanded  eagerly  fome  me¬ 
dicine  to  produce  this  effect.  A  little  time  afterwards, 
feeling  a  difpofition  to  go  to  ftool,  he  raifed  himfelf 
to  go  to  the  chair,  which  he  had  fcarce  reached  when 
he  was  attacked  with  fincope.  He  was  removed  to 
his  bed,  when,  in  a  moment,  he  was  attacked  with  a  cold 
fweat  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body,  his  countenance 
changed,  and  the  pulfe  became  fo  weak  as  fcarcely 
to  be  diftingui filed.  The  ceflation  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  Mr.  Bruguiere  prognoflicated,  was  a  deceitful 
calm,  and  that  it  was  the  forerunner  only  of  internal 
gangrene  and  approaching  death. 

As  the  examination  of  the  body  could  only  ex¬ 
plain  the  caufe  of  his  fudden  deceafe,  Mr.  Bruguiere, 
in  the  prefence  of  fome  other  furgeons,  made  an 
opening  into  the  abdomen.  On  the  firfl  incihon, 
a  vafl  quantity  of  air  was  extricated,  accompanied 
with  fome  explofion,  and  followed  with  a  uifeharge 
of  purulent  matter,  mixed  with  oil  and  other  liquids 
which  the  patient  had  fwallowed  :  this  induced  the 
affilants  to  fufpeél  jthat  the  ftomach  or  inteflines 
had  been  unintentionally  wounded.  The  omentum 
was  found,  in  different  parts,  in  a  flate  of  fuppuration. 
The  inteflines,  fmall  as  well  as  large,  were  inflamed, 
and,  in  part,  gangrenous,  and  their  external  coat 
detached  by  fuppuration. 
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The  mefentery  and  fpleen  prefented  the  fame  dif- 
eafed  appearances  ;  but  what  excited  particular  no¬ 
tice  was  a  fchirrus  tumour  in  the  pylorus,  of  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg,  with  an  ulcer  in  the  centre, 
"which  had  ulcerated  through  the  whole  depth  of  the 
tumour;  confequently,  all  the  liquids,  which  were 
received  into  the  ftomach,  were  diffuffed  between  the 
peritoneum  and  inteftines.  This  circumftance  per¬ 
fectly  explained  the  caufe  pf  the  patient’s  death,  and 
the  ifiue  of  the  air,  &c,  on  opening  the  abdomen. 


î The  Difeajes  of  the  urinary  Organs  continued ", 


E  have  defined,  page  55,  retention  of  urine. 


if  <c  a  complaint  occafioned  by  the  urine  being 
“  obftruCted  in  feme  of  the  excretory  palfages.”  This 
definition  naturally  leads  to  a  farther  l'ubdivifion,  and 
induces  us  to  divide  this  difeafe  of  retention  into  as 
many  fpecies  as  there  as  are  excretory  paffages,  which 
are  four  in  number.  This  retention  may  take  place, 
firft,  "  in  the  ureters,  or  infundibula  ;  fecondjy,  in 
the  bladder  :  thirdly,  in  the  urethra  :  and,  fourthly, 
under  the  prepuce. 

In  this  divifion,  the  immediate  feat  of  the  obftruc- 
tion  is  only  confidered,  and  not  where  it  is  diffufed  -, 
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for*  we  find  this  diffufion  takes  place  in  many  cavities 
at  the  fame  time  :  for  example,  an  obllrudion  in  the 
urethra  of  long  {landing  communicates  itfelf  to  the 
bladder,  thence  to  the  ureters,  and  progrefiively 
affeds  the  fubftance  of  the  kidneys  themfelves.  We 
{hall  be  careful  in  treating  of  each  fpecies  of  reten¬ 
tion,  to  diftinguilh  that  which  originally  takes  place 
in  any  particular  cavity  from  its  confequent  effeds. 


Retention  of  Urine  in  the  Ureters . 

Under  the  denomination  of  retention  of  urine  in  the 
ureters,  are  alfo  comprehended  thole  retentions  that 
take  place  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  and  in  the  in¬ 
fundibulum.  This  difeafe  has  been  defcrihed,  by  the 
greateft  part  of  ancient  as  well  as  modern  authors, 
under  the  name  of  ifchuria'  of  the  ureters  :  it  is  a  very 
frequent  difeafe,  and  moil  authors,  who  have  treated 
on  the  fubjed,  have  adduced  cafes  j  and,  in  diffedion, 
we  have  met  with  a  variety  of  inftances  ;  both  fexes, 
and  all  ages,  are  liable  to  its  attack  :  but  women, 
however,  are  more  fubjed  to  it  than  men,  and  children 
than  adults.  Sometimes  it  is  fingle,  and  confined 
only  to  one  fide  ;  fometimes  double,  when  both  lades 
are  equally  affeded.  In  both  cafes,  it  is  either  com¬ 
plete  or  incomplete  :  complete,  when  the  patient  is 
unable  to  evacuate  a  drop  5  and  incomplete,  when 
only  a  few  drops  efcape.  The  quantity  of  urine 
retained  is,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  in  proportion 
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to  the  diflance  of  the  obftruétion  from  the  kidneys* 
and  the  degree  of  diflenfibilicy  of  die  parts  that  re¬ 
tain  it. 

The  internal  coats  of  the  cavities  where  the  urine 
is  retained  are  aftonifhingly  Simulated  ;  at  firft,  they 
admit  of  dilatation,  and,  when  the  urine  can  no  longer 
overcome  the  refiftance,  it  regurgitates  into  thofe 
parts  where  it  was  originally  fecreted,  and  diftends 
them  in  their  turn,  and  the  kidneys  are  fometimes 
enlarged  to  twice  or  even  three  times  their  natural 
fize  :  the  infundibulum  has  been  often  known  to  con¬ 
tain  more  than  a  pint,  and,  from  its  fize,  refem- 
bling  the  bladder  itfelf  ;  *  and  the  ureters  have  been 
found  equal  in  fize  to  the  inteftines,*j-  and  even 
to  the  colon  itfelf,  and  forming,  in  their  defcent,  a 
zigzag  courfe  with  circumvolutions  ;  t  fometimes  they 
form  pouches  or  partial  §  dilatations,  feparated  from 
each  other  internally  by  contractions  of  its  coat, 
forming  a  fort  of  valve.  ||  In  all  thefe  cafes,  their 
tunics  become  thick  and  denfe,  and  the  cellular  fub^ 


*  Ruifch,  cent.  rar„ 
f  Monro’s  Edinburgh  Medical  Efiays. 
t  Morgagni,  Epiit.  42. 

Ibid. 

||  This  circumHance  was  obferved  in  the  body  of  a  child  that 
was  opened  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  The  kidneys  were  in  a  Hate  of 
iuppuration,  filled  with  Hones,  and  the  ureters  as  large  as  the 
thumb,  in  the  middle  part  of  the  right  ureter  there  was  a  contrac¬ 
tion  of  its  internal  coat,  annular  in  its  forrii,  refembling  much  the 
valve  of  the  pylorus  ;  the  fuperior  part  was  confjderably  diiated. 
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fiance  that  furrounds  them  becomes  firm  and  com¬ 
pact. 

The  caufes  of  retention  of  urine,  in  the  ureters* 
are  very  numerous;  they  may  be  divided  in  three 
dalles  :  ift,  When  they  are  obftruded  by  the  paffage 
of  extraneous  bodies,  fuch  as  ftones,  hydalids,  clots 
of  blood,  worms,  pus  or  infpiffated  mucus,  adly,  When 
their  coats  are  aifeded  by  inflammation  or  fpafm. 
jdly.  When  the  ureters  are  prefled  upon  by  tumours  in 
the  adjacent  parts,  whicii  may  alter  their  fituation,  or 
prevent  the  influx  of  urine.  This  effect  may  be 
produced  by  dropfy,  flatus  in  the  inteftines,  tumours 
in  the  mefentery  and  mefocolon,  hardened  fceces  in 
the  redum,  fchirrus  affcdions  of  that  inteftine,  of 
the  uterus,  of  the  ovaria,  and  of  the  bladder,  inflam¬ 
mation  of  this  vifcus  fungi  at  the  mouth  of  the 
ureters,  dc. 

Whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  retention,  the  ureters 
dilate  upwards  from  the  part  where  the  obftacie  exifts, 
even  as  high  as  the  kidneys,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
thefe  canals  are  empty  and  contraded  the  reft  of  their 
extent  ;  and,  when  the  ureters  are  fecondarily  affeded, 
that  is  fubfequent  to  the  rétention  of  the  urine  in  the 
bladder,  the  valvular  mode  of  communication,  which 
is  at  the  infertions  of  the  ureters  into  that  vifcus, 
is  often  effaced;  and  the  opening  of  communication 
between  thefe  two  cavities  becomes  fufficiently  large  to 

\ 

admit  the  finger  :  it  has  happened  frequently,  that  the 
catheter  has  been  palled  into  one  of  the  openings, 
thus  enlarged.  This  circumftance  we  fhall  have 
pçcafion  to  recoiled  5  for,  it  is  about  the  commence- 
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ment  of  the  ureters,  and  near  their  oblique  termina¬ 
tion  in  the  bladder,  that  extraneous  fubdances  arc 
generally  flopped  :  but,  Hill,  they  are  not  unfre- 
quently  difeovered  at  that  part  of  the  ureter,  where 
it  forms  a  curvature  to  enter  the  pelvis. 

Stones  in  the  kidneys  are  one  of  the  mod  frequent 
caufes  of  fupprefiion  of  urine  :  we  mud  be  cautious 
of  forming  a  proportionate  idea  of  the  fize  of  the 
dones,  from  the  confideration  of  the  fize  of  the 
ureters  ;  for,  they  will  often  dilate  diffidently  to  admit 
a  done  the  fize  of  a  hazel-nut  ;  but  fometimes  very 
fmall  dones  will  form  an  obdrudtion,  and  confe- 
quently  retention.  When  they  remain  for  a  long 
time,  they  increafe  by  frelh  depofitions,  and  give  that 
oblong  form,  which  is  generally  remarked  in  thofe 
extraneous  bodies.  Sometimes  the  urine  forms  a 
fulcus  in  one  of  the  Tides  of  the  ureter  $  and  fome¬ 
times  the  dones,  though  ever  fo  large,  will  produce 
only  a  partial  retention. 

Hydatides  will  fometimes  produce  this  difeafe  : 
Morgagni  has  found  a  ureter  full  of  thefe  veficles.'* 
Mr.  Default  has  prefented  a  preparation  of  this  nature 
to  the  Academy  of  Surgery,  which  he  took  from 
the  body  of  a  woman,  one  of  whofe  kidneys  appear¬ 
ed  little  elfe  but  an  affemblage  of  hydatides,  adhering 
to  a  very  (lender  pedicle.  The  ureter  of  the  lame 
fide  contained  many  of  the  fize  of  a  raifin-done, 
which  feemed  as  if  they  had  been  detached  from  the 

*  De  Caufis  &  Sedibus  Morb. 
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kidney,  and,  flopping  in  the  ureters,  had  intercepted 
the  courfe  of  the  urine. 

We  have  no  cafes  to  adduce  in  fupport  of  the 
opinion,  that  retention  of  the  urine,  in  the  ureter,  is 
ever  occafioned  by  pus  or  infpiffated  mucus  :  this,  as 
a  caufe  of  obftrudlion,  we  have  only  advanced  on 
the  authority  of  authors,  and  not  from  our  opinion  ; 
we  alfo  entertain  our  doubts  refpedling  the  fpafmodic 
affedlion  of  the  ureters,  or  at  lead  it  is  a  queition 
whether  their  powers  of  contradlion  and  fpafm  are 
fufficient  to  obftrudt  the  pafTage  of  urine  ;  for,  cer¬ 
tainly,  there  is  no  analogy  of  flrudture  between  thefe 
tubes  and  the  capillary  veffels  of  the  kidneys  :  we  can 
conceive  that  thefe  laft,  if  poffeffed  of  great  tone, 
might  contradl  diffidently  on  themfelves  for  their 
cavities  to  be  effaced  ;  but,  for  the  fame  effedl  to  take 
place  in  the  ureters,  we  muff  fuppofe  they  pofîèfs 
nearly  the  fame  irritability  as  mufcles  ;  and  we  are 
equally  difinclined  to  believe  they  have  this  property 
as  to  agree  with  Hoffman  in  their  motions  of  fyftole 
and  diaftole. 

We  alfo  are  very  doubtful  that  the  colon,  when 
diftended  with  flatus,  can  comprefs  the  ureter  with 
fufficient  force  to  produce  fuppreffion  of  urine  j  but 
this  effedl  often  refults  from  large  tumours,  fituated  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  :  an  inftance  of  which  oc¬ 
curred  lately,  in  a  fubjedt  brought  for  anatomical 
demonflration.  A  fchirrus  uterus,  of  the  fize  of  the 
fill,  was  adhering  to  the  poflerior  part  of  the  bladder. 
The  two  ureters  were  dilated  to  the  fize  of  the 
finger  ;  the  infundibulum,  of  the  right  fide,  was 
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twice  its  natural  fize,  and  the  kidneys  about  one- 
thirck 

We  rarely  know,  till  after  death,  that  the  feat 
of  retention  had  exifted  in  the  ureters.  We  meet 
with  thefe  retentions  frequently  in  fubje&s,  who, 
during  their  life,  never  experienced  any  affection 
of  their  urinary  organs  :  and,  certainly,  in  the  living 
fubje£t,  we  have  no  fenfible  proof  that  the  retention 
cxifts  in  the  ureters.  For,  however  extenfive  and 
donfiderable  the  dilation  may  be  in  the  ureters  or 
infundibulum,  yet  no  external  tumour  appears,  nor 
can  it  be  difcovered  through  the  parietes  of  die 
abdomen. 

When  the  retention  exifts  only  on  one  fide,  the 
quantity  of  urine  evacuated  is  not  diminifhed;  the 
other  kidney  fecreting  double  the  quantity.  When  a 
total  retention  takes  place,  on  both  Tides  at  once,  it  is 
confounded  with  fuppreffion  of  urine  ,*  which,  indeed, 
foon  follows,  attended  with  the  ufual  fymptoms. 

It  is  only  then,  by  commemorative  fymptoms, 
joined  to  thofe  of  the  .feat  and  nature  of  the  pain, 
that  we  are  enabled  to  point  out  its  fituation.  For 
example  :  if  a  man,  after  experiencing  the  fymptoms 
attendant  on  flones  in  the  kidneys,  fhould  immediately 
feel  a  pungent  pain  in  the  courfe  of  the  ureters, 
with  a  fenfe  of  weight  and  tenfion,  extending  from 
the  part  where  the  done  is  fixed  to  the  legion  of 
the  kidneys,  we  then  have  reafon  to  infer  that  the 
retention  is  produced  by  a  ftone  obftructing  the  urine 
in  that  canal. 


This 
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This  opinion  is  rendered  Hill  more  probable, 
when  a  patient,  having  once  voided  fmall  (tones  with 
the  urine,  is  attacked  with  the  fame  pains,  which, 
ceafing  on  a  fudden,  are  fucceeded  by  fymptoms 
that  indicate  the  exiftence  of  a  (tone  in  the  bladder. 
We  are  juftified  alfo  in  fuppofing  that  retention  is 
occafioned  by  preffure  on  the  ureters,  if  the  paffage 
of  the  urine  is  fuddenly  obftru&ed,  and  there  exiits 
carcinomatous  affedtions  of  the  redtum  or  uterus, 
without  previous  affedtion  of  the  urinary  organs. 

Retention  of  urine  in  the  ureters,  according  to 
the  caufe,  is  more  or  lefs  dangerous.  When  it  is 
retained  for  a  length  of  time  in  a  dilated  ureter,  it 
becomes  acrid  and  corrupt,  produces  irritation  in  that 
canal  which  is  propagated  to  the  kidîiey  itfelf,  and 
brings  on  fuppuration  in  that  vifcus  with  its  atten¬ 
dant  confequences.  Sometimes,  when  the  ureter  is 
extremely  diftended,  it  gives  way,  and  the  urine  is 
extravafated  in  the  adjoining  parts,  or  diffufed  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  producing  a  dropfy  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  defcription. 

But  we  may  confole  ourfeives,  for  the  obfcurity  of 
the  caufes  of  retention  of  urine  in  the  ureters,  with 
this  idea,  that,  if  known,  they  throw  no  light  on  the 
cure.  Medicine  can  afford  but  little  aid  ;  and,  from 
the  nature  of  its  fituation,  no  advantage  can  pofllhly 
be  derived  from  the  affiftance  of  the  furgeon  ,  except 
in  fome  particular  cafes,  that  are,  however,  ex¬ 
tremely  rare.  If  the  retention  ihould  happen  to  arife 
from  a  quantity  ot  indurated  feces  in  the  redtum, 
their  extraction  would  re-eftablifh  the  flow  of  urine. 


or 
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Or  if  the  obftrucdion  arofe  from  a  ftone,  fituated  at 
the  infertion  of  the  ureter  in  the  bladder,  fimilar  to 
the  cafe  related  in  this  Journal,  page  36,  it  might  be 
eafily  extracted  by  the  directions  laid  down  in  that 
obfervation  :  and  fometimes  an  opening  might  be 
fuccefsfully  made  in  the  lumbar  region,  in  cafes  of 
urinous  depofits,  fubfequent  to  retention,  when  other- 
wife  death  would  be  inevitable.  But  there  remains 

1 

frequently  a  fiftulous  orifice  in  the  part  where  the 
opening  is  made,  unlefs  it  gives  exit  to  the  extraneous 
fubftance  that  formed  the  obftruCtion  in  the  ureter* 
In  other  cafes  of  retention,  the  remedies,  both  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internal,  Ihould  be  adapted  to  the  caufe 
and  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

Vomits,  exercife  on  foot  or  horfe-back,  or  any 
plan  that  will  produce  a  general  fhock  to  the  fyftem, 
may  tend  to  difengage  the  ftone  from  the  ureter,  and 
liaften  its  progrefs  into  the  bladder.  But  thefe  means 
can  only  be  had  recourfe  to  when  the  ltrength  of 
the  patient  will  permit.  Baths,  mucilaginous  diuretics, 
when  die  retention  is  not  total,  mitigate  the  pain,  and 
even  favour  the  paffage  of  the  ftones.  An  infinite 
number  of  lithontriptic  medicines  have  been  recom¬ 
mended,  of  which  we  flialf  treat,  under  the  article  of 
calculi  in  the  bladder. 


Cafe 


Cafe  of  a  F  raft  ure  of  the  Olecranon  complicated  with 

one  of  the  Radius. 


[By  Mr,  Casaubon,  Surgeon  à  la  Garenne.] 

N  the  6th  of  Odtober,  1789,  Miv  Cafaubon 


was  lent  for  to  a  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age, 
who,  in  falling,  had  received  a  Ihock  on  his  left 
elbow  :  he  was  unable  either  to  extend  or  bend  the 
fore-arm  completely,  which  Mr.  Cafaubon  attributed  to 
the  confiderable  fwelling  and  ecchymofls  that  fur- 
rounded  the  joint  ;  but,  on  farther  examination,  by 
performing  the  motions  of  pronation  and  fupination, 
this  lait  adtion  proved  that  the  radius  was  fradbured 
at  its  fuperior  part.  The  ulna  appeared  to  have 
efcaped  injury  :  it  was  reduced,  and  retained  in  the 
ufual  manner,  with  this  flight  deviation,  that  the 
turns  of  the  bandage  were  carried  beyond  the  articu¬ 
lation,  on  account  of  the  fwelling  and  ecchymofis  : 
to  remove  which,  compreffes,  moiftened  in  a  refolutive 
decodtion,  were  applied.  After  thefe  applications,  the 
child  was  eafier  -,  but,  as  the  bandage  had  been 
applied  beyond  the  articulation,  it  would  not  admit 
of  being  fufhciently  bent  to  be  worn  in  a  fling:  it 
was,  therefore,  placed  in  a  hate  of  extenfion  on  a 


pillow. 


Little  pain  or  inconvenience  occurred  for  the  three 
firft  days.  On  the  fourth,  the  bandage  appearing  a  little 
Hack,  Mr.  Cafaubon  took  off  the  drelfings,  and 
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remarked 
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remarked  an  evident  projection,  about  one  finger's 
width  above  the  condyles  of  the  humerus,  which 
was  occafiôned  by  the  proceffus  olecranon.  Mr. 
Cafaubon  candidly  acknowledges,  that  he  was  rather 
at  a  lofs  how  to  prevent  the  confequences  that  would 
refuit  from  'filch  a  ferious  accident.  But,  agreeable 
to  the  practice  recommended  by  different  authors 
on  the  difeafes  of  the  bones,  he  preferred  it  in  a 
flex  pofitiom  Mr.  Cafaubon  obferves,  that,  according 
fo  the  opinions  of  the  different  authors  alluded  to, 
he  expected  ankilofis  would  be  the  inevitable  con- 
fequence.  Fortunately  the  bufferings  of  the  patient 
would  not  admit  of  that  degree  of  flexion  wifhed 
for  by  Mr.  Cafaubon* 

During  the  fourth  day,  the  iÿmptoms  were  mild, 
but  extremely  aggravated  at  night.  On  the  next  day, 
the  fwelling  of  the  extremity  having  increafed,  the 
dreffings  were  removed  ;  and,  at  this  time,  Mr.  Ca- 
iaubon,  refledting  ferioufly  on  the  future  fituation 
of  his  patient,  recalled  to  his  mind  the  pradtice 
that  Mr.  Default  recommended,  in  his  ledtures,  in 
fimilar  cafes,  and  the  charadteriitic  diflindtions  of  this 
particular  fpecies  of  fradlure.  Mr.  Cafaubon  regulated 
his  conduct  accordingly,  by  extending  the  arm,  whilft 
the  fame  bandage  maintained  the  fradtured  parts  in 
their  fituation.  The  next  day,  he  was  eafy,  and  fiept 
for  about  three  hours  in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  By 
the  eighth  day,  the  fwelling  had  nearly  lubfided  : 
and  from  that  to  the  fifteenth  the  bandage  was  kept 
moift  by  the  application  of  the  lotion  ;  and,  on  this 
day,  the  dreffings  were  removed,  when  the  fwelling 

and 
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and  ccchymofis  were  found  perfectly  fubfided.  By  the 
twenty- eighth,  the  bandage  was  reduced  to  a  few 
turns,  in  the  form  of  a  figure  of  eight,  fimilar  to 
what  is  ufed  in  bleeding.  On  the  thirty-fecond  day, 
all  the  dre flings  were  left  off,  and  Mr.  Cafaubon 
moved  the  arm  frequently  every  day.  The  refult  of 
this  treatment  was  completely  fuccefsful  ;  for  the 
patient,  on  the  forty-third  day,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  Cafaubon,  executed  every  motion  of  the  arm 
with  as  much  eafe  as  before  the  accident. 

In  this  cafe,  the  patient  was  near  falling  a  vidtim 
to  the  erroneous  pradlice  recommended  by  authors  : 
a  flight  recolledtion  of  Mr.  Default’s  dodlrines 
pointed  out  the  path  to  be  followed,  to  which  Mr. 
Cafaubon  ftridtly  adhered.  But  ftill  he  might 
have  erred  ;  and  many  others  were  in  the  fame 
error,  till  the  publication  of  Mr.  Default’s  Chirur¬ 
gical  Journal,  for  which  he  merits  the  thanks  of  the 
public,  for  the  important  fervice  he  has  rendered  to 
the  caufe  of  humanity^ 


Cafe 
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Cafe  of  a  Carcinomatous  AffetJion  of  the  Eye,  with  a 
univerjal  Camerons  Diathejis. 


Mr.  Boulet*  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Hôtel- 

Dieu.] 


ICOLAS  Richard,  a  wool-carder,  36  years 
of  age,  applied  for  admiffion  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  on  the  2d  of  November,  1790,  for  the  ex¬ 
tirpation  of  his  eye,  the  ufe  of  which  he  had  loft  for 
twelve  years.  Two  years  before  his  admittance,  the 
eye  became  carcinomatous*  and  was  attended  with 
acute  pain,  which  returned  at  fhort  intervals.  About 
the  fame  period  he  had  an  indolent  tumour,  that 
nearly  filled  up  the  epigaftric  region;  and  was  tor¬ 
mented  with  wandering  fuperficial  pains,  fimilar  to 
rheumatic  affections,  which  appeared  fuccefiively  in 
different  parts  of  the  body,  but  always  of  the  right 
fide. 

At  the  time  of  his  admiffion,  his  eye  projected 
more  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  orbit; 
its  external  furface  was  uniformly  hard,  of  a  blackifh 
colour,  with  furrows  in  various  directions,  affording 
a  confiderable  fœted  fanies,  fometimes  ftreaked  with 
blood.  It  was  fufficiently  infenfible  to  allow  the  finger 
to  be  paffed  over  its  furface,  without  the  patient's 
perceiving  it,  except  at  the  great  angle,  where  the 
conjondtiva  was  exquifitely  fenfible. 

The 
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The  fuperior  eye-lid  was  red,  (welled,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  painful.  The  tumour  in  the  lower  belly 
hard,  and  nearly  indolent;  it  appeared  to  extend 
tranfverfely  about  4  or  5  inches,  and  its  perpendicular 
height  to  be  little  lefs.  The  patient  at  this  time 
complained  only  of  pains  in  the  right  fhoulder, 
which,  in  eight  days,  were  fucceeded  by  a  confide- 
rable  pain  in  the  right  half  of  the  head  :  at  this  period, 
the  eye  was  increafed  in  fize,  and  was  affeéted  with 
violent  (hooting  pains,  which  lafted  five  days.  Thefe 
pains  then  fubiided  for  a  whole  week  ;  at  the  end  of 
which,  he  was  attacked  with  pains  in  his  hip,  then 
in  the  fhoulder,  and  finally  in  the  heacf.  -  Ten  weeks 
tranfpired,  during  which  he  was  fubject  to  thefe 
alternate  attacks  ;  and  at  length  the  abdominal  tumour 
appeared  diminifhed  in  fize,  and  his  general  health 
evidently  improved.  At  this  time,  he  conflandy 
allured  Mr.  Default  that  he  felt  no  pain.  Whether 
this  alfertion  was  true,  or  only  to  induce  Mr.  Default 
to  expedite  the  operation,  which  he  ardently  wifhed 
for,  is  impofiible  to  fay. 

At  the  end  ol  three  months,  the  tumour  in  the 
abdomen  was  diminifhed  half  in  fize,  and  would  bear 
confiderable  preffure  without  pain.  The  ftate  of  the 
eye  was  nearly  the  fame,  except  that  the  fuppuration 
was  thicker  and  lefs  in  quantity.  On  the  106th  day, 
his  health  was  improved  ;  he  flept  well,  and  his  appe¬ 
tite  returned  :  he  procured  by  Health,  in  the  evening, 
fome  indigellible  food.  He  had  no  complaint  in  the 
evening,  nor  in  the  morning,  at  the  ufual  time  he  was 
vifited  ;  but,  about  ten  o’clock,  he  felt  himfelf  very 

K  3  uncomfortable, 
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uncomfortable,  and  could  eat  no  dinner  :  he  was  fooa 
after  attacked  with  a  fyncope,  which  was  only  mo¬ 
mentary  :  he  walked  in  the  ward  in  the  afternoon, 
but  a  new  fainting-fit  coming  on,  he  was  put  imme¬ 
diately  to  bed.  On  the  evening  vifit,  he  complained 
of  a  violent  pain  in  his  head,  the  pulfe  was  fmall  and 
intermittent,  and  in  the  night  he  was  attacked  with 
vomitings,  and  expired  a  little  before  morning,  on 
the  107  th  day,  after  his  admidion  on  the  1 6  th  of 
February,  1791, 


.Appearances  on  DiJJetHon. 

The  tumour  of  the  eye  was  immediately  exami¬ 
ned,  which  was  an  enlargement  of  the  globe,  and  fo 
completely  diforganifed,  that  it  appeared  a  fhapelefs 
infenfate  mafs,  of  a  blackiih  colour,  and  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  liver. 

On  the  opening  of  the  abdomen,  we  found  the 
liver  of  an  extraordinary  fize  5  it  pufhed  the  dia¬ 
phragm  upwards,  and  defeended  confiderably  bdow 
the  ribs.  The  left  fide  occupied  all  the  anterior 
part  of  the  epigadric  region,  and  part  of  the  left 
hypocondrium  ;  its  furtace  was  rendered  rough  by 
tubercles  of  different  colours,  mod  of  them  blackiih, 
but  feme  verging  towards  yellow  3  and  all  including 
a  fubdance,  fimilar  to  that  generally  diicovered  in 
cancerous  affections  of  the  bread  :  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  lobe  was  covered  with  fimilar  tubercles. 

There 
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There  were  alfo  tubercles,  though  in  lefs  quantity,  on 
the  furface,  and  in  the  fubftance  of  the  great  lobe 
of  the  liver,  a  part  of  whofe  convex  furface  adhered 
to  the  peritoneum.  The  lobulus  fpigelii  was  little 
increafed  in  fize,  but  appeared  wholly  eompofed  of 
this  fpecies  of  tubercle.  Tlie  little  omentum  was 
changed  into  a  fimiiar  mafs  :  it  was  nine  inches  in 
length,  fix  in  thicknefs,  and  on  its  internal  furface 
there  were  fome  gangrenous  points  :  the  great  omen¬ 
tum  was  alfo  covered  with  thefe  tubercles,  many  of 
them  two  inches  in  diameter  ;  they  were  alfo  dif-_ 
covered  along  the  arch  of  the  colon  and  the  great 

curvature  of  the  ftomach.  The  mefentery  was 

covered  ;  and  fo  many  were  attached  to  the  intes¬ 
tines,  that  they  appeared  to  take  place  of  the  appendices 
epiploicæ.  A  tumour  of  the  fame  nature,  and  three 
inches  in  diameter,  was  attached  even  to  the  body  of 
the  bladder,  and  was  elevated  above  the  pubis.  An¬ 
other  of  the  fame  fize  was  found  on  the  body  of  that 
vifcus,  and  both  covered  by  the  peritoneum.  A  great 
quantity  of  fimiiar  tumours,  but  Smaller,  were  dis¬ 
covered  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  rectum,  and 

occupied  nearly  a  fourth  part  of  the  cavity  of  the 

pelvis. 

The  right  kidney,  though  twice  its  natural  fize, 
wTas  healthy  in  its  appearance.  On  the  left  fide, 
there  was  neither  kidney,  renal,  artery,  ureter,  or 
any  trace  that  thefe  parts  had  ever  exiited,  except  the 
glanduia  renans,  which  adhered  to  the  left  extremity 
of  the  pancreas. 

K4  On 
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O-n  the  furface  of  the  lungs,  tubercles  of  the 
fame  defcription  were  found  as  were  difcovered  in 
the  abdomen,  but  fmaller,  and  lefs  in  number.  There 
were  two  attached  to  the  heart,  each  half  an  inch  in 
diameter;  one  attached  by  a  pedicle  to  the  origin  of 
the  aorta,  and  the  other  to  the  commencement  of 
the  pulmonary  artery. 


Fractures  of  the  Clavicle . 

[By  Mr.  Garnier*  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

ON  the  14th  of  January,  1791*  Andrew  Privé 
a  carman,  aged  48,  fell  from  his  horfe,  and 
pitched  on  his  fhoulder  :  a  furgecn  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  was  fent  for,  who  proceeded  to  die  reduétion 
in  the  following  manner  :  The  patient  was  feated  on 
a  low  (tool,  and  an  affiftant  was  defired  to  keep  the 
trunk  fixed,  by  placing  his  knee  between  the  fhouiders, 
and  drawing  the  arm  backwards  :  the  cavity  above 
the  clavicle  was  filled  with  tow  dipt  in  a  mixture  of 
warm  wine,  brandy,  and  the  white  of  an  egg.  The 
bandage,  in  the  form  of  a  figure  of  8,  was  then, 
applied,  but  without  procuring  eafe  to  the  patient; 
\vhich  gave  rife  to  a  fufpicion  that  it  was  not 

reduced. 
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reduced,  or,  at  lead,  that  it  was  not  properly  retained 
in  its  fi  tuation  :  after  two  days,  finding  his  pains 
not  diminifhed,  he  came  to  Paris.  The  fractured 
portions  of  the  bone  were  fo  imperfectly  maintained 
in  their  fituation,  that,  during  his  walk,  he  was 
obliged  to  fupport  them  with  his  right  hand,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  bruifed  or  difplaced  ;  and  when,  from 
fatigue,  he  could  no  longer  keep  up  this  preffure, 
the  pain  became  infupportable,  When  arrived  at  his 
mailer’s  houfe,  he  went  to  bed,  and  palled  the  night 
without  lleep.  The  1 8th  of  January,  he  came  to  the 
Hôtel  Dieu,  where  the  fra&ure  was  difcovered  by  the 
following  figns  :  the  head  was  inclined  toward  the 
fractured  fide,  the  fhouider  drawn  downwards  by  the 
weight  of  the  humerus,  and  forwards  by  the  a£Hons 
of  the  pedtoral  mulcies  and  the  ferratus  major  anticus. 

» 

The  fragments  of  the  bone  rode  oyer  each  other,  the 
fternal  portion  was  carried  forwards  and  upwards, 
and  the  humeral  portion  backwards  and  downwards* 
By  elevating  the  arm,  the  crepitus  was  diftindtly  felt  ; 
and,  by  moving  the  fradtured  portions  in  different 
directions,  the  fpHntsred  portions  of  the  fcapuiar 
portion  of  the  ca  cle  were  eafily  diftinguilhed  by 
their  particular  mobility, 

Mr.  Delault,  convinced  from  experience  that  the 
methods  he  employs  for  the  retention  of  this  fradture 
were  adequate  to  its  reduction,  de  fired  the  patient  to 
hand,  while  an  affiliant  elevated  the  arm  fufficiently 
to  bring  it  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the  body  ; 
then  applied  to  the  fide  of  the  bread  a  pad,  made  of 
old  linen,  as  long  as  the  humerus,  in  the  form  of  a 

wedge. 
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wedge,  the  width  of  -which  was  from  4  to  5  inches 
and  the  bafe,  which  was  3  inches  thick,  was  placed 
in  the  axilla,  and  retained  in  that  ntuation  by  means 
of  a  bandage  5  or  6  ells  in  length,  and  3  fingers, 
breadth  :  one  end  was  applied  to  the  middle  of  the 
pad,  and  confined  in  that  fituation  by  two  cir¬ 
cular  turns  round  the  body,  then  pafied  before 
the  bread:  above  the  right  fhoulder,  then  behind, 
and  afterwards  under  5  the  roller  was  then  brought 
horizontally  before  the  bread  on  the  pad,  then 
obliquely  upwards  behind  the  bread,  on  the  right 
dioulder,  jud  forwards,  and  then  under  *  then  it  was 
carried  horizontally  behind  the  bread  on  the  pad, 
and  continued  in  the  fame  way  till  the  whole  bandage 
was  expended. 

The  furgeon  fupported  the  pad  in  the  axilla 
with  one  hand,  and,  with  the  other,  elevated  the 
elbow,  fo  as  to  bring  the  fcapular  fragment  of  the 
clavicle  in  contadi:  with  the  dernal  portion,  prefTmg 
the  pad  againd  the  bread  -,  making  with  the  arm, 
by  this  method,  a  lever  of  the  hrd  ipecies,  by 
which  means  the  arm  was  brought  from  the  trunk, 
and  the  clavicle  kept  in  a  date  of  extendon. 

An  affidant  was  defired  to  retain  the  arm  in  this 
fituation  with  one  hand,  and,  with  the  other,  to 
fupport  the  fore-arm,  bent  in  a  horizontal  pofition  ; 
the  palm  of  the  hand  applied  to  the  anterior  part  of 
the  bread.  By  this  plan  of  treatment,  the  bones 
were  brought  in  their  natural  fituation,  and  in  fuch 
an  exadt  date  of  appofition,  that  no  irregularity  or 
deformity  remained. 


The 


(  !3I  ) 


The  arm  was  retained  in  this  pofition  by  a  ban-* 
dage  of  6  or  7  eils  in  iength  and  4  fingers  in  breadth  5 
the  end  was  applied  before  the  right  axilla,  and 
brought  horizontally  before  the  bread,  on  the  iuperior 
part  of  the  arm,  behind  the  bread,  and  under  the 
axilla  :  this  drd  turn  of  the  bandage  was  farther 
fecured,  by  being  twice  paded  in  the  fame  manner  : 
the  turns  were  then  reflebted  over  each  other,  and 
expanded  on  the  bread  and  the  red  of  the  arm  ;  and, 
as  it  approached  near  the  elbow,  the  bandage  was 
drawn  tighter,  and  paded  in  circular  turns  round  the 
fore- arm,  and  pinned  to  that  part. 

The  corners  of  the  pad  were  pinned  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  bandage,  and  the  hand  received  an 
additional  fupport  by  the  middle  of  a  comprefs,  the 
ends  of  which  were  pinned  to  die  anterior  part  of  the 
bandage  j  the  vacuities  above  and  below  the  cavicle, 
were  filled  with  lint  5  and  the  frabtured  portions 
covered  with  compredes,  dipt  in  aq.  veg.  which  were 
doubled,  and  feven  or  eight  inches  in  iength,  and 
three  wide. 

Under  the  right  axilla,  the  end  of  a  bandage,  feven 
or  eight  ells  in  length,  and  three  fingers  wide,  was 
applied,  and  paded  obliquely  above  the  bread,  on  the 
compredes  which  covered  the  clavicle,  behind  the 
fhoulder  and  the  arm,  under  the  elbow,  (which  the 
adidant  dill  continued  to  fupport,)  then  obliquely 
upwards  before  the  bread,  and  under  the  right  axilla. 
Over  the  fird  turn  of  the  bandage  it  was  paded  three 
times  precilely  in  the  fame  way,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  bandage,  brought  from  behind  forwards  under 

the 
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the  right  axilla*  was  expended  in  circular  turns,  palled 
from  the  right  to  the  left  on  the  arm,  and  round  the 

* 

breaft,  to  fix  the  firft  part  of  the  bandage,  and  to 
carry  back  the  arm  that  correfponded  with  the 
fradtured  clavicle  :  particular  attention  was  paid  to 
prevent  the  bandage  getting  loofe,  by  fecuring  it  in 
different  parts  by  means  of  pins. 

The  patient  was  fo  perfedUy  eafy  the  next  day, 
that  no  particular  regimen  was  deemed  neceffary. 
The  third  day,  the  bandage  becoming  loofe,  it  was 
re-applied  exadtly  as  before.  On  the  18th  day, 
the  fradture  was  firmly  united  ;  but,  as  there  had  been 
fplinters,  it  was  thought  prudent  not  to  leave  off  the 
dreffings  immediately.  On  the  21ft,  they  were  totally 
omitted,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  patient  left  the  hofpital 
perfedtly  well,  without  the  leaf!  deformity,  and  with 
the  ufe  of  his  arm  as  perfedt  as  before  the  accident. 


CASE  II. 

MARGARET  Perain,  of  Paris,  aged  28,  was 
thrown  down  by  a  horfe  on  the  28  th  of  April, 
1789.  She  pitched  on  her  right  fhoulder  on  a  part 
of  the  pavement  that  was  higher  than  the  reft,  and 
fradtured  the  clavicle  at  both  its  curvatures.  The 
fame  bandage,  &c.  was  employed  as  in  the  laft- 

mentioned 
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mentioned  cafe  ;  with  this  difference*  that  a  fplint 
was  placed  the  whole  length  of  the  clavicle,  to 
prevent  the  middle  portion  being  depreffed  by  the 
bandage.  In  the  fpace  of  21  days  the  patient  was 
cured,  and  without  the  leaft  deformity. 


CASE  III. 

ARY  Catharine  Purlet,  15  years  of  age,  fell 


XV JL  on  her  left  fhoulder,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1789.  Three  days  after  the  accident  fhe  went  to  the 
Hôtel  Dieu,  and,  on  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  middle  part  of  the  clavicle  was  fradtured  in  a  very 
lingular  manner  ;  as  the  fcapular  portion  projected 
above  the  fternal.  This  fradture  was  reduced  and 
retained  in  the  fame  way  as  in  the  preceding  cafes  5 
with  this  difference,  that  the  fhoulder  was  lefs 
elevated,  and  a  thicker  comprefs  was  placed  on 
that  part  of  the  bone  that  was  next  to  the  fhoulder, 
and  fecured  by  more  turns  of  the  bandage  than 
ufual.  The  clavicle  was  firmly  united  by  the  15th 
day,  without  any  deformity. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

IfjETER  Louis  Grule,  of  Paris,  received  a  kick 
JL  from  a  horfe  on  the  right  fnoulder,  which 
knocked  him  down.  Notwithstanding  the  pain  and 
inconvenience  that  he  buffered,  he  continued  his 
ordinary  occupation,  nor  did  he  apply  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu  till  5  days  after  the  accident,  which  was  on  the 
ad  of  December,  1789.  Though  the  fwelling  was 
conliderable,  the  fradture  was  eafily  reduced,  and,  by 
attending  to  the  fame  plan  of  treatment,  was  cured 
without  deformity  in  2 1  days. 


CASE  V. 

MARY  Jeanffont  was  thrown  down,  by  a  car¬ 
riage,  in  the  ftreet  ;  and  applied  to  the 
Hôtel  Dieu  for  a  fra&ure  of  the  right  clavicle, 
accompanied  with  contufion  about  the  middle  of 
that  bone.  She  was  treated  after  the  fame  manner 
as  the  patients  in  the  preceding  cafes  j  and  was 
difmhTed,  on  the  25th  day  after  the  accident,  without 
*  a  Angle  trace  of  the  fradlure. 


CASE 
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CASE  VL 

1|  N  the  fame  manner  Francis  Beauval  was  treated  ; 
JL  who,  at  60  years  of  age,  had  the  humeral  portion 
of  his  left  clavicle  fradtured,  from  a  fhock  he  received 
on  the  fhoulder.  The  he  mal  portion  projected  for¬ 
wards,  and  the  acromion  was  carried  backwards  and 
downwards  ;  the  fradiure  was  reduced  and  retained  as 
ufual:  but,  on  the  24th  day,  the  patient  deranged 
the  dreffings,  and  difplaced  the  fragments,  which 
were  not  yet  perfectly  united.  He  was  cured,  how¬ 
ever,  without  any  deformity,  and  difcharged  the 
hofpital  on  the  48  th  day. 


CASE  VII. 

THE  i 2th  of  June,  1789,  Mary  Anne  Aubry, 
of  Paris,  aged  59,  fell  down  Hairs,  and  frac¬ 
tured  the  middle  part  of  her  clavicle.  She  came 
the  next  day  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  and,  on  examination, 
the  bones  were  found  to  ride  over  each  other  above 
two  inches  ;  and,  befides  this  accident,  fhe  had  a  con- 
fiderabie  wound  on  the  head,  accompanied  with  vio¬ 
lent 
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lent  contufion,  which  was  followed  with  formation  of 
matter.  Although  this  fracture  was  properly  retained 
and  reduced,  yet  the  fragments  admitted  of  motion 
on  the  48  th  day,  nor  were  they  perfectly  united 
till  the  56th, 


CASE  VIII. 

JOHN  Reaudelot,  aged  41,  fradtured  his  clavicle* 
near  the  fcapular'  extremity,  in  falling  from  a 
ladder  on  his  fhoulder  :  he  came  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu 
on  the  20th  of  Odtober,  1789,  three  days  after  the 
accident.  This  patient  was  impatient  and  untradtable, 
and  frequently  difplaced  the  dreffings  ;  which  did  not, 
however,  prevent  the  union  of  the  frafture,  of  which 
no  trace  was  left  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  after  its 
redudtion. 


CASE  IX, 

THE  cafe  of  Frances  Ayard,  of  Rouen,  aged  58* 
who  had  been  thrown  down  in  a  crowd  on  the 
24th  of  May,  1790,  was  fomewhat  different.  Her 
clavicle  was  fractured,  and  confiderably  fplintered  ;  the 
reduction  and  union  were  completed,  however,  without 

difficulty  ; 
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difficulty  ;  but  the  patient,  reftlefs  and  impatient,  took 
the  dreffings  off  the  next  day,  and  difplaced  the  frac¬ 
tured  extremities.  She  purfued  the  fame  conduct  of 
displacing  the  bandage,  &c.  till  the  16th  day,  when 
die  became  more  tractable  ;  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  difplace  the  fcapular  part  of  the  clavicle, 
which  was  a  little  depreffed  under  the  Sternal  portion 
of  that  bone,  without  fuccefs,  as  the  callus  was 
perfectly  formed. 


CASE  X. 

1%  yf^ARY  Tombon,  40  years  of  age,  fradfiired  her 
LYJL  clavicle  in  falling  from  a  chair  ;  the  fracture 
was  well  retained  till  the  10th  day,  when,  believing 
herfelf  cured,  fhe  removed  the  dreffings.  The  fradture 
was  difplaced  and  again  reduced  ;  but,  {till  continuing 
intradtable,  die  would  make  ufe  of  her  right  hand, 
which  loofened  the  bandage  :  die  was  punifbed  for  her 
imprudence;  for,  though  the  fradture  had  united  by  the 
3  2d  day,  the  humeral  portion  was  depreffed  below 
the  fternal,  and  united  at  an  angle. 


L 
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CASE  XI. 

A  woman,  77  years  of  age,  fradtufed  her  left 
clavicle  about  the  middle,  in  attempting  to 
carry  a  burthen  of  wood  on  her  fhoulder.  The 
pain  disappeared  the  inftant  it  was  reduced,  the 
dreftings  were  not  displaced,  and  the  fracture  was- 
eonfolidated  on  the  12th  day. 


CASE  XII. 


JOHN  Tefiier,  60  years  of  age,  received  a  blow 
with  a  flick  on  the  left  fhoulder,  on  the  1 9th  of 
January,  1789.  The  refult  was  a  fracture  of  the 
clavicle,  the  fame  as  the  preceding  :  it  was  perfectly 
united  by  the  34th  day. 


y 

CASE  XIIL 


GENEVIEVE  Audinet,  70  years  of  age,  was 
thrown  down  by  a  horfe,  and  fradtured  her 
right  clavicle.  The  dre things  were  not  difplaced  ; 
and,  on  the  28th  day,  the  fradture  was  perfedtly 
firm  and  united. 

CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 


ÂRY  Leclerc,  the  fame  age  as  the  preceding, 
JL  fractured  her  left  clavicle  about  the  middle, 
in  falling  down  fhairs.  She  was  admitted  into  the 
Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  24th  of  Auguih,  1788,  two  daps 
after  the  accident.  In  25  days  fhe  was  difcharged 
perfedtly  cured. 


CASE  XV. 


MARY  Ni  vet,  of  Paris,  75  years  of  age,  frac¬ 
tured  her  clavicle  on  the  29th  of  July,  1788. 
During  the  treatment  of  her  cafe,  fhe  was  frequently 
attacked  with  affections  of  the  primæ  viæ,  colics,  &c. 
occafioned  moft  probably  by  a  large  umbilical  hernia, 
which  fhe  had  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  was  at 
this  period  irreducible.  Thefe  circumftances,  together 
with  her  advanced  age,  were  no  impediment  to  the 
perfect  reunion  of  the  frafture,  which  took  place  on 
the  2  2d  day. 


L  2 
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Objervations  on  Frabfnres  of  the  Clavicle* 

H  E  fraCture  of  the  clavicle  occurs  more 

I 

Jl  frequently,  and  is  more  obvious,  than  any 
other.,  fpecies  of  fraCture  ;  and  yet,  by  a  fingular 
fatality,  its  treatment  is  lefs  undeiitood.  Since  the 
time  of  Hippocrates,  to  the  prefent  day,  authors 
have  done  little  more  than  copy  one  another  on 
this  fubjeCt. 

The  attention  of  the  Greek  phy naans  was  directed 
to  the  projection  generally  formed  by  the  fternal  frag¬ 
ment,  which  they  conceived  fhouid  always  be  de- 
prefted  to  the  level  of  the  humeral  portion  ;  and 
they  endeavoured  to  accompiifh  this  object  by 
mechanical  means  ;  fuch  as  the  application  of  lead, 
or  thick  compreftes,  retained  on  the  clavicle  by  means 
of  bandages.  Such  was  the  method  employed,  till 
the  infufficiency  and  bad  tendency  of  this  practice 
was  pointed  out  by  Elippocrates  ;  who,  being  more 
accurate  and  attentive  in  his  obfervations  than  his 
predeceffors,  remarked  that  the  projecting  portion 
of  the  fternal  portion  was  in  faCt  not  more  elevated, 
but  that  this  appearance  arofe  from  the  humeral 
portion  being  deprefted,  in  confequence  of  being 
drawn  down  with  the  fhoulder,  and  that  conlequently 
our  endeavours  fhouid  be  directed  to  raife  this  portion 
on  a  level  with  the  other.  Such  are  the  principles 
on  which  his  doCtrines  and  practice  were  founded  ;  he 

recommends 


(  Hi  ) 

recommends  the  arm  to,  be  brought  to  the  fide, 
and  the  fhoulder  to  be  elevated,  fo  as  to  form  an 
acute  angle,  and  to  be  maintained  in  that  fttuanon 
by  a  proper  bandage.  This  plan,  according  to  our  au¬ 
thor,  will  tend  to  bring  the  ends  of  the  bone  in  a  ftate 
of  apportion,  and  procure  their  reunion*,  at  leaft  it 
will  effect  this  when  the  humeral  portion  is  deprefted 
below  the  Hemal,  which  is  generally  the  cafe.  *  But 
this  method  will  not  always  completely  fucceed  ;  for 
inftance,  when  the  bones  ride  over  each  other,  or 
when  the  fcapular  portion  is  forced  backwards.  In 
thefe  cafes,  Hippocrates  recommends  the  patient  to 
be  laid  on  a  hard  body,  fa  plank,  for  inftance,)  and 
his  fhoulders  to  be  drawn  backwards  with  fome 
degree  of  force,  and  maintained  in  this  fttuation  by 
a  fort  of  fpica  bandage.  If  the  fcapular  fragment 
fhould  projedt  forward,  he  recommends  the  elbow  to 
be  brought  forward  on  the  breaft,  and  the  palm  of 
the  hand  to  be  applied  againft  the  oppofite  fhoulder. 
And,  with  refpedt  to  the  cafe,  which  very  rarely 
occurs,  of  the  'fcapular  portion  projecting  above 
the  fternal,  he  fays  nothing,  as  the  weight  of  the 
fhoulder  is  alone  fufficient  to  bring  it  to  its  former 
fttuation. 

What  Faulus  Æginetus  fays  on  fradtures  of  the 
clavicle  feems  to  be  a  commentary  on  the  text  of 

*  Quod  {1  quis  brachium,  quàm  maxime  ad  latus  adduflum 
furfum  propellat,  fie  ut  quam  acutiffimus  humerus  appareat,  eo 
modo  plané  çontinget,  ut  cum  oiTe  quod  peétore  adhæret,  unde 
eft  avulfa  adaptetur. 

l  3 
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Hippocrates  5  he  makes  his  extenfion  by  carrying 
the  arm  upwards  and  outwards.  In  certain  cafes* 
lie  ‘places  a  comprefs  between  the  fhoulders,  whilft 
an  affiftant  draws  them  backwards,  and  then  applies 
the  fpica  bandage  ;  he  alfo  mentions,  that  the  arm 
fhould  not  be  fupported,  but  left  hanging  to  the 
fide,  when  the  humeral  portion  is  more  elevated 
than  the  fternal  ;  in  a  word,  his  ideas  and  pradfce  are 
precifely  the  fame  ;  the  only  circumftance  in  which 
he  varies  is  the  recommending  a  ball  to  be  placed 
in  the  axilla,  to  make  a  more  forcible  extenfion, 
when  the  means  recommended  by  Hippocrates  are 
inadequate  to  the  redudion. 

Albucafis,  the  author,  who  revived  furgery  among 
the  Arabians,  borrowed  of  Paulus  Æginetus  the  ide$ 
of  placing  a  ball  in  the  axilla,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
figure -of- 8  bandage  :  he  kept  the  fhoulder  confia ntly 
elevated,  and  fupported  the  arm  in  a  fling  during  the 
day,  which  he  fixed,  in  the  day,  to  the  neck  of  the 
patient,  and  fupported  it,  at  night,  by  placing  a 
pillow  under  the  axilla.* 

Lanfranc  and  Gui  de  Chaubac  have  only  tran- 
fcribed  what  has  been  laid  by  the  above-mentioned 
authors  :  the  lail,  inflead  of  laying  the  patient  on  a 
thick  pillow,  attempts  the  redudion,  by  applying  the 
knee  between  the  fhoulders  of  the  patient;  (agree- 
.  able  to  moil  modern  praditioners,  who  have  imitated 
this  pradice  ;)  and,  if  the  depreffed  portion  was  not 

u  i.  ' 

*  Pono  Tub  titillico  dormientis  in  nodte  pulvinar  parvum,  ut 
elevetur  cum  eo  brachium  aut  liga  brachium  ad  çoîlum  ejus. 


by 
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by  this  means  fufficiently  elevated,  he  recommended 
the  application  of  an  agglutinative  plafter  to  produce 
this  effedt,  a  dodtrine  fo  abfurd  that  we  are  aftonifhed 
to  find  it  mentioned  by  fome  modern  authors. 

Pecceti  .has  gone  farther  than  preceding  writers, 
whofe  works  he  has  attentively  confide  red,  and  from 
whom  he  has  frequently  tranfcribed  ;  for,  he  re¬ 
commends  the  ball  to  be  left  in  the  axilla  during 
the  whole  treatment,  but  ftill  ufes  the  hgure-of-8 
bandage. 

Subfequent  writers  have  only  commented  on  thofe 
authors  we  have  recited  ;  but,  as  the  greateft  part 
were  not  pradlitioners,  they  have  omitted  the .  ex¬ 
planation  of  one  part  of  their  dodlrine,  the  moft 
■efîèntial  of  all. 

The  ball,  which,  with  Paulus  Æginetus,  Avicennus, 
and  Albucafis,  was  the  principal  means  of  reduction, 
has  been  viewed  only  by  the  moderns  as  merely 
a  means  to  fill  up  the  axilla,  to  prevent  the  parts 
being  excoriated  from  the  application  of  the  bandage  : 
but  this  is  not  the  only  error  in  which  they  have  fallen, 
the  fradture  of  the  clavicle  was  invariably  followed 
with  more  or  lefs  deformity,  a  remark  generally 
made  :  but  moft  furgeons,  miflead  by  a  falfe  theory 
refpedfing  the  union  of  fradtures,  conceived  it  was 
impofhble  to  furround  the  clavicle  by  a  bandage  that 
would  prevent  the  irregular  fhooting  of  the  collus. 
Some,  however,  obferyed  that  the  bandage  of  the 
ancients,  then  in  ufe,  did  not  prevent  the  motion  of 
the  fradtured  portions  j  but  the  means  that  they  fub- 

L  4  touted. 
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flituted,  adopted,  and  on  the  fame  principles,  were 
not  found  to  anfwer  the  intention. 

The  iron  crofs  of  Heifter  and  of  the  author  of 
La  Chirurgie  emplette ,  the  comprefs  by  which 
Mr.  Petit  kept  the  fhoulders  backwards,  and  other 
contrivances,  are  only  different  modifications  of  the 
figure- of- 8  bandage  :  the  inconveniences  and  infuf- 
Sciences  of  which  are  demonflrated  by  every  modem 
author  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  unneceflary  to  reafon  on 
the  fubjedt,  as  we  find,  from  experience,  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  inadequate  to  produce  the  effedt  we  wifh  ;  and, 
indeed,  in  the  opinion  of  ail  forgeons,  no  bandage 
has  been  yet  contrived  to  retain  the  fractured  parts 
Sufficiently  to  prevent  deformity  and  pain. 

Mr.  Default,  firmly  perfuaded  that  a  confcant  flate 
of  extenfion  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  keep  the 
parts  in  a  flate  of  immobility  and  procure  their  re¬ 
union,  invented,  in  1768,  a  bandage  that  completely 
anfwered  this  indication  ;  which,  as  deferibed  in 
Cafe  I.  fome  perlons  have  conceived  that  it  is  to  be 
found  in  Paulus  Æginetus.  This  author  certainly  ac- 
complifhed  the  redudlion  when  it  was  difficult,  by 
bringing  the  elbow  on  the  bread:,  and  feparating,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm,  by  means 
of  a  thick  ball  placed  in  the  axilla  ;  but,  from  his  own 
account,  we  learn,  that  he  did  not  keep  up  this  means 
of  extenfion  during  the  whole  treatment.  He,  indeed, 
adds,  in  a  few  lines,  that,  after  the  reduction  of  the 
fra&ure,  being  covered  with  thick  compreffies,  a  ball 
of  wool  fhould  be  placed  in  the  axilla,  and  the  ban¬ 
dage 
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dag e  fhould  pafs,  under  both  axillae,  on  the  fractured 
clavicle,  fcapula,  &c. 

After  *  the  application  of  this  bandage,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  placing  a  ball  of  wool  in  the  axilla  was 
merely  to  furniili  a  point  of  fupport  to  the  bandage, 
which,  without  this  precaution,  would  have  palled 
only  over  thofe  parts  where  the  mufcles  projedt  ;  and, 
what  farther  confiims  this  idea  is  that  the  author  em¬ 
ploys  no  method  to  keep  the  arm  clofe  to  the  trunk, 
but  refis  fatislied  with  iufpending  it  to  the  neck  by 
the  means  of  a  leather  ftrap,  and  fupporting  the  fore 
arm  in  a  fling  in  the  fame  way  as  after  bleeding. 
Pecceti  recommends  the  ball  that  was  ufed  in  the  re¬ 
duction  to  be  kept  in  the  axilla,  but  ftill  we  do  not 
fee  his  diredt  indication,  as  he  employs,  like  his  pre- 
deceflors,  the  bandage  of  the  figure  of  eight,  and 
fays  nothing  of  the  manner  of  retaining  the  ball,  nor 
of  the  neceflity  of  keeping  the  arm  clofe  to  the 
trunk. 

Mr.  Default’s  bandage  is  Ample  although  it  may  re¬ 
quire  fome  attention  in  the  application  :  its  mode  of 
adting  is  obvious.  —  The  cufhion,  or  comprefs,  which 
adts  as  a  fupport  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  arm,  is 
fhaped  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  at  the  time  the  elbow 
is  brought  clofe  to  the  breaft,  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
arm  is  feparated  fome  diftance  from  the  body.  —  The 

*  Quod  ft  ampliore  opus  fuerit  extenfione  globum  fatis  magnum 
a læ  fubjicito,  et  cubite  flexuram  ad  coftam,  quæ  ad  ipfum  eft  adducito, 
et  congruo  ex  land  globo  alæ  fubje&o  propinquæ  (claviculæ  faétæ) 
eonvenientem  in  ducimus  delegationem  per  alas,  et  afteétam  clavicu- 
lam  et  fcapulam  prout  convenit  deligationes  ducentes.  —  De  Re 
Jvled.  Lib.  vi.  cap.  xciii. 


arm. 
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%rm9  carried  outwards,  drags  the  fhoulder  at  the  fame 
time,  and  with  it  the  fcapular  portion  of  the  frac¬ 
tured  clavicle,  which  would  have  been  carried  inwards 
by  the  pedtoral  mufcles,  the  feratus  major  anticus,  and 
the  fob  clavius,  if  their  action  had  not  been  oppofed 
by  the  thicknefs  of  the  fuperior  part  of  the  cufhion. 
The  circular  turns  of  the  bandage,  which  fix  the  arm 
againfl  the  bread:,  have  the  double  advantage  of  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  extenfion*  and  preventing  at  the  fame  time 
the  motions  of  the  arm  and  fhoulder,  and,  confequent- 
ly,  retaining  the  portions  of  the  fradbured  bone  in  a 
confiant  date  of  appofition.  The  elevation  of  the  arm 
tends  to  place  the  humeral  portion  of  the  clavicle  on  a 
level  with  the  fternal;  and  the  turns  of  the  bandage, 
pading  at  one  part  under  the  elbow  and  fore  arm,  and 
at  another  part  on  the  fragment  that  is  mod  elevated, 
which  it  dep redes,  and  raifes  the  other,  bringing  their 
furfaces  oppofed  to  each  other.  This  bandage  feryes  to 
confine  the  addons  of  the  trapezius  and  fterno-mafto- 
ideus,  which  are  attached  to  this  bone.  With  refpedb 
to  the  ordinary  time  for  the  confolidation  of  the  frac¬ 
ture,  Hippocrates  fixes  it  from  fourteen  to  twenty 
days  ;  Albucafis,  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  or  twen¬ 
ty-eight  ;  and  this  calculation  agrees  nearly  with  the 
refult  of  our  own  obfcrvations. 

w 

*  There  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend  any  ill  confequences  will  a- 
rife  from  the  comprelhon  of  the  brachial  vcffels  and  nerves,  as  they 
pafs  anterior  to  that  part  of  the  humerus  that  is  fupported  by  the 
pad. 
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Cap  of  Retention  of  Urine ,  produced  by  Ob  ft  ructions  in 


the  Urethra . 


[By  Mr.  Cagnion,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

NICOLAS  Haubet,  52  years  of  age,  went  tq 
__  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  at  Paris,  on  the  18th  of  June, 
1790,  to  confult  the  furgeon  in  chief  for  a  complete 
fuppreflion  of  urine.  In  being  queflioned  refpebting 
the  origin  of  this  complaint,  he  mentioned,  that  he 
had  a  gonorrhea  \%  years  before,  that  he  had  taken 
mercurial  pills,  but  was  not  perfectly  cured,  and 
fubjeft,  afterwards,  to  habitual  fmartings,  which, 
were  fucceeded  by  real  pain,  and,  at  length,  a  difpo- 
fition  to  contraction  took  place  in  the  urethra,  and,  in 
proportion  as  this  incre^fed,  the  dream  of  urine  dir 
minifhed.  His  complaint  brought  on  dyfuria,  and,  at 
intervals,  fuppreflion  of  urine.  After  examining  the 
patient  in  the  theatre,  Mr.  Default,  perceiving  a  urina¬ 
ry  tumor  in  perinæo,  had  no  doubt  of  the  exigence  of 
obfiru&ions  in  the  urethra.  To  afcertain  this  with 
certainty,  he  introduced  a  middle-fized  fiiver  catheter: 
the  infiniment  was  tightly  embraced  by  the  urethra 
about  its  orifice,  and  a  ftridture  was  felt  about  one  inch 
from  the  meatus  urinarius.  By  a  flight  degree  of  force, 
the  infiniment  was  paflfed  on  as  far  as  the  membranous 
part  of  the  urethra,  which  correfponded  to  the  tumour 
in  perinæo.  At  this  part  new  flriôlures  were  difcovered, 
which  afforded  the  greatefl  refinance. 

As 
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As  the  patient  intended  to  remain  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
Mr.  Default  thought  proper  to  defer  any  farther  at¬ 
tempts  till  he  was  put  to  bed,  which  was  immediately 
done  :  and,  after  palling  the  catheter,  though  it  did 
not  penetrate  into  the  bladder,  he  voided  a  considera¬ 
ble  quantity  of  urine.  In  the  next  attempt,  Mr. 
Default  introduced  a  catheter  with  a  fmall  curvature, 
fuch  as  is  ufed  for  children,  as  far  as  the  ftricture, 
which  could  not  be  paifed  by  the  other  infiniment. 
When  the  catheter  arrived  at  this  part,  Mr.  Default 
turned  it  gently  on  its  axis,  pufning  it  at  the  fame  time 
againft  the  refilling  part  ;  by  this  action,  forming  a 
fort  of  boring  motion,  Mr.  Default  fucceeded  in  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter  in  the  bladder.  As  foon  as 
the  urine  was  evacuated,  the  orifice  of  the  inftrument 
was  flopped  up  by  a  cork,  and  two  fmall  tapes  were 
pafied  through  the  rings  at  the  fides  of  the  catheter, 
and  paifed  behind  the  buttocks,  then  brought  forward 
to  the  fides  of  the  pelvis,  where  they  were  fixed  to  a 
circular  bandage  that  was  palled  round  the  body.  A 
light  diet,  with  linfeed  tea,  was  ordered.  He  palled  the 
next  night  more  quiet  than  ufual,  the  urine  flowed 
freely  through  the  catheter,  the  cork  of  which  was 
withdrawn  whenever  he  was  difpofed  to  make  water. 
The  bladder  now  evacuated  itfelf  extremely  well, 
which  was  not  the  cafe  previous  to  the  introduction  of 
the  inftrument.  The  next  day  he  was  as  well  as  the  e- 
vening  before  ;  the  tumour  in  the  perineum  had  dimi- 
nilhed  one  half.  Particular  care  was  taken  to  fix  the 
catheter  properly  without  deprefting  it  too  much,  which 
would  have  produced  irritation  in  that  part  of  the  ure¬ 
thra 
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thra  that  correfponded  to  the  anterior  part  of  the  fcro~ 
turn  :  by  this  attention,  the  inconveniences  refill  ting 
from  thefe  kind  of  catheters  are  avoided  ;  for,  when 
left  long  in  one  fituation,  they  irritate  the  urethra  by 
their  preffure,  and  fometimes  produce  fiflulous  abfcef- 
fes.  —  In  the  night  he  was  attacked  with  fome  pain 
and  fliive ring,  which  interrupted  his  reft.  As  this  cir- 
cumftance  might  be  attributed  to  the  preffure  of  the 
catheter,  which  was  now  loofe  in  the  urethra,  it  was 
withdrawn  and  replaced  by  one  made  of  the  elaftic  gum, 
with  a  fmall  orifice,  furnifned  with  a  fteel  probe,  and 
bent  in  the  ufual  manner.  Previous  to  its  being  pair¬ 
ed,  Mr.  Default,  agreeable  to  his  ufual  practice, 
fmeared  it  with  fuet,  to  defend  it  longer  from  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  urine  ;  the  eyes,  or  little  holes,  at  the 
end  of  the  catheter,  were  filled  with  the  fame  fub- 
ftancej  by  this  means,  the  Aarface  of  that  part  was 
rendered  lefs  rough,  and  thefe  orifices  prevented  from 
being  filled  with  pus  or  mucus  during  its  introdution, 
which  would  have  obftructed  the  urine  :  the  catheter 
was  fixed  by  fome  threads  twilled  together  in  the  form 
of  a  ligature,  and  fecured  by  knots  to  its  middle,  about 
two  lines  from  the  elans  ;  the  feature  was  then  carried 
above  the  corona  glandis  and  fecured  by  a  Angle  knot, 
and  the  ends  afterwards  paffed  down  by  the  Ades  of 
the  glands  to  the  frœnum,  and  there  fixed  by  a  fimple 
knot,  afterwards  reflected  under  the  penis,  and  fecured 
by  a  third  knot  to  the  extremity  of  the  bougie.  After 
its  introduction  the  patient  was  perfectly  calm,  and, 
on  the  fifth  day,  the  tumour  of  the  perinæum  had 
nearly  fubfided,  a  little  hardnefs  only  remaining  :  the 

urine 
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lirîne  flowed  freely  through  the  catheter,  which  was 
now  more  loofe  In  the  urethra,  in  confequence  of  the 
abundant  fuppuration  excited  by  its  prefence.  On  the 
6th,  it  was  replaced  by  a  bougie  of  the  fame  kind, 
but  larger  3  on  the  feventh  day,  the  hardnefs  of  the 
perinæum  had  nearly  fubfided,  and  an  abundant 
quantity  of  puriform  matter  was  difcharged  from  the 
Urethra. 

On  the  8  th,  fuppuration  was  perfectly  eflàblifhed; 
and,  between  the  8th  and  the  nth,  the  difcharge  from 
the  urethra  was  abundant  and  of  a  good  quality, 
and  the  flriflures  in  the  paffage  obvioufly  refolving  i 
this  was  proved  by  the  re- introduction  of  the  found, 
which  had  been  withdrawn  to  be  cleaned. 

On  the  nth,  there  was  a  flight  degree  of  fever 
with  a  furred  tongue.  By  the  ufe  of  a  light  diet  with 
whey,  and  a  few  cly fiers,  the  patient  recovered  in 
four  days. 

The  fuppuration  in  the  urethra  continued  nearly  the 
fame,  till  the  23  d  day; 

It  is  neceffary  to  withdraw  the  catheter  every  6  days, 
to  clean  it  3  for,  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  its  cavity 
would  be  obflru&ed  by  glairy  matters,  furnifhed  by 
the  internal  coat  of  the  bladder,  or  that  incruflations 
would  form  both  inwards  and  outwards,  which  would 
neceflarily  occafion  the  moft  diflreffing  pain  in  with¬ 
drawing  the  infiniment.  Every  two  days  the  ligatures 
fhould  be  re-applied,  and  with  fome  little  variation 
with  refped  to  their  fltuation,  to  avoid  excoriation, 
&c.  which  would  be  occafloned  by  their  conflantly 
prefling  on  one  place* 

From 
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From  the  23d  to  the  29th,  his  diet  was  enlarged,  and 
the  catheter  became  every  day  more  and  more  looie. 
On  the  laft- mentioned  day,  a  confiderable  loofenefs 
came  on,  which  was  checked  by  decodion  of  rice,  with 
the  fyrup  of  quinces.  The  fuppuration  having  ceafed 
and  the  hardnefs  fubfided,  the  cure  was  fuppofed  tcf  be 
complete  on  the  33d  day,  confequently  the  catheter 
was  withdrawn,  to  fee  if  the  urine  flowed  in  a  full 
ftream.  It  paflfed  freely,  but  fall,  as  fome  fmarting 
yet  remained,  it  was  introduced  again,  and  worn  for. 
feven  days.  This  was  the  forty-fecond  day  from  his 
admiffion  into  the  Hofpital,  and,  at  this  period,  the 
urethra  was  perfedly  free  from  obftrudion,  and  the 
ftream  of  urine  as  large  as  in  the  natural  ftate.- 


■BEsafflssassBss! 


Of  Retention  of  Urine  in  the  Bladder „ 

RETENTION  of  urine  in  the  bladder  is  occa- 
fioned  by  that  vifcus  being  incapable  of  expel-' 
ling  its  contents  :  it  has  been  defcribed  by  the 
ancients,  as  already  obferved,  under  the  generical 
name  of  ifchuria. 

Some  authors  have  diflinguifhed  this  difeafe  from 
dyfuria  and  ftrangury,  which  they  have  confidered 
as  diftind  difeafes,  others  have  confounded  thefe  affec¬ 
tions  and  confidered  them  as  only  retentions  of  dif¬ 
ferent 
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fercnt  fpecies.  They  have  called  it  dyfuria  whert 
the  urine  is  difcharged  with  pain  and  difficulty, 
ftrangury  when  it  comes  away  drop  by  drop,  and 
ifchuria  when  it  does  not  pals  at  all.  Thefe  diffe¬ 
rent  difeafes  being  only  degrees  of  the  fame  complaint, 
we  fhall  divide  them  into  two  Ipecies,  complete  and 
incomplete. 

The  urine  is  retained  in  the  bladder  by  its  coats, 
admitting  of  diftenfion  ;  and,  when  its  mufcular  coat 
is  diftended  beyond  its  tone,  it  affords  little  refiffance 
to  dilatation,  and  fometimes  it  will  be  diftended  to 
a  confiderabk  fize.  The  bladder  of  a  child  18 
months  old  has  been  found  to  contain  a  pint  of  urine, 
and  that  of  an  adult  6  or  7  pints,  occupying  not 
only  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  but  mounting  upwards 
in  the  abdomen  even  above  the  umbilicus  :  fometimes 
it  paffes  acrofs  the  abdominal  rings  forming  fcrotal 
hernia,  and  fometimes  under  Poupart’s  ligament  into 
the  groin.  Thefe  cafes  certainly  are  rare,  but  they 
have  occurred,  and  many  inftances  may  be  found  in 
the  memoirs  of  the  academy  of  furgery.  In  general 
cafes  of  fuppreffion  of  urine,  the  bladder  preferves 
nearly  its  natural  form  ;  when  diftended,  the  different 
parts  do  not  dilate  in  the  fame  proportion  5  its  inferior 
part  ftretches  more  than  the  fuperior,  it  becomes 
wider  and  deeper,  prefting  the  perinæum  forwards, 
and  in  women  the  vagina  backwards,  and  in  men  the 
redlum,  forming  tumours  in  thefe  parts,  partially  or 
totally  compreffmg  their  cavities  and  obftru&ing  the 
paffage  of  the  fœces. 


The 
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The  poderior  part  of  the  external  tunic  of  the 
bladder  is  covered  with  peritoneum,  which  is  re¬ 
flected  backwards  and  upwards  on  the  intedines,  and 
continued  on  throughout  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
Its  upper  part,  where  it  rifes  above  the  pubis,  glides, 
as  it  may  be-faid,  between  the  peritoneum  (which 
it  raifes)  and  the  abdominal  mufcles.  The  anterior 
and  luperior  part,  forming  a  tumour  in  the  hypogadric 
region,  comes  in  contad:  with  the  bare  recti  and 
tranfverfales  mufcles,  to  which  it  is  attached  by  flight 
cellular  fubdance.* 

In  bladders  that  have  been  much  didurbed,  fafci- 
culi,  or  flefhy  columns,  have  been  often  found  feparated 
by  cells  or  pouches,  in  which  calculi  have  frequently 
been  found. 

When  the  bladder  has  been  didended  by  urine  as 
much  as  it  will  admit,  and  the  refidance  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  not  overcome,  it  dops  in  the  ureters  ;  which,  in 
their  turn,  admit  of  dilation.  The  valvular  opening 
of  communication  between  the  urethra  and  bladder 
difappears,  and  is  fometimes  near  an  inch  in  diameter; 
and,  at  lad,  when  the  ureters  are  completely  dilated, 
by  degrees  the  urine  is  retained  in  the  kidneys,  and 
fufpends  the  fecretion.  We  can  eafily  form  a  diag- 
nodic  of  this  difeafe.  Its  charaderidic  figns  may  be 
divided  into  rational  and  fenfible.  The  rational  fio;ns 
are  numerous,  but,  for  the  mod  part,  equivocal  ;  fuch 

*  An  accurate  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  thefe  parts  is  eftenti- 
ally  necefiary  for  the  furgeon  j  for,  the  bladder  may  be  opened  in 
fuppreffions  of  urine  without  wounding  the  peritoneum. 
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as  a  defect  in  the  evacuation  of  the  urine  for  one  or 
more  days  ;  its  difcharge  guttatim,  or  in  fmall  quanti¬ 
ties  at  a  time  ;  a  continual  defire  to  make  water,  which 
continues  even  after  the  patient  has  evacuated  the' 
natural  quantity  -r  the  force  and  the  iize  of  the  ftream- 
of  urine  is  diminifhed  ;  a  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  peri- 
næum  tenefmus,  conitipation,  and  haemorrhoids-.  To- 
thefe  may  be  added  fharp  pains  in  the  hypogaftric  re¬ 
gion,  propagated  along  the  courfe  of  the  urethra  as  far 
as  the  proitrate.  Both  regions  of  the  kidneys  are 
fucceffively  allé  died,  and  thefe  fymptoms  are  iome- 
times  accompanied  with  ftupor  and  numbnefs  of  the 
thighs  ^  thefe  pains  are  aggravated  by  walking,  cough¬ 
ing,  or  by  an  eredl  pofition  of  the  body  ;  and  dimi- 
nifh  by  bending  the  trunk,  and  thus  relaxing  the  ab¬ 
dominal  mufcles. 

To  thefe  pathognomonic  figns  may  be  alfo  added 
fever,  naufea,  laborious  refpiration,.  urinous  fweats, 
and  other  fymptoms,  which  have  been  mentioned  in 
treating  of  fuppreffion  of  urine  ;  which  is  always 
the  confequenee  of  complete  retention,  when  it  has 
exifted  for  fome  days.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  individu¬ 
ally  mentioned,  only  to  fhew  their  uncertainty  ;  when 
united,  there  is  more  or  lefs  probability  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  retention.  A  certainty  can  only  be  acquired 
by  fenfible  proofs,  joined  to  the  circumftances  above- 
mentioned  ;  fuch  as  tumours  above  the  pubis,,  formed 
by  the  bladder  ;  tumours  in  the  redtum,  in  men  ;  and, 
in  women,  in  the  vagina. 

Tumours  in  the  bladder  vary  much  in  their  dknen- 
fions  ;  fometimes  they  extend  above  the  umbilicus, 

and 
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and  are  circumfcnbed  without  hardnefs  of  the  cir¬ 
cumference,  and  the  colour  of  the  fkin  unchanged  ; 
wider  at  the  inferior  than  at  the  fuperior  part  ; 
hard  ;  not  very  fenfible  to  the  touch,  unlefs  forcibly 
prefled,  which  excites  and  increafes  the  defire  to  make 
water,  and  fornetimes  will  produce  the  evacuation  of 
a  few  drops.  A  tumour  in  the  redum  or  vagina  is 
eaflly  diftingüifhed  by  the  introdudion  of  the  finger 
into  thefe  cavities.  It  is  fituated  anteriorly  5  and, 
like  the  tumour  in  the  hypogaftric  region,  hard,  equal, 
and  without  any  particular  induration  ;  but  the  flue- 
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tüation  is  the  particular  pathognomonic  fymptom,  wfiicli 
merits  the  attention  of  the  practitioner,  or  father  ah 
undulating  feel,  which  is  experienced  by  examina¬ 
tion  with  the  fingers.  But  thefe  tumours  do  not 
conftantly  exift  ;  and  even  complete  retentions  have 
taken  place,  where  the  bladder  would  not  admit  of 
diftention,  and  a  few  fpoonfuls  have  been  only  con¬ 
tained  in  its  cavity. 

*  » 

Retention  of  urine  in  the  bladder  is  always  a 
ferious  difeafe,  and,  when  complete^  demands  imme¬ 
diate  aifliftance  ;  which  if  not  obtained,  the  word 
confequences  may  be  apprehended.  The  bladder, 
when  diftended  for  a  confiderable  time,  lofes  its 
elafticity,  and  is  recovered  with  difficulty  ;  the 
confiant  irritation  kept  up  by  the  urine  (which,  in 
confequence  of  long  retention,  becomes  acrid  and 
ebrrofive)  produces  inflammation,  and  a  putrid 
gangrenous  fuppuration  ;  fornetimes  it  makes  its  way 
through  the  bladder,  and  is  diffufed  in  the  cellular 
fubflance,  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  under  the 
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peritoneum  as  far  as  the  region  of  the  kidneys. 
Sometimes  it  is  effufed  under  the  fcrotum,  the  com¬ 
mon  integuments  of  the  penis,  and  under  the  fuperio? 
part  of  the  thighs.  The  urine  has  been  even  known 
to  infmuate  itfelf  as  high  up  as  the  Tides  of  the  thorax, 
forming  abfceffes,  generally  followed  with  gangrene 
and  fiftulous  openings  ;  and,  to  thefe  fymptoms,  the 
eonfequences  of  re-abforption  and  fuppreffion  may  be 
added.  Amongil  the  numerous  caufes  productive  of 
fuppreffion  of  urine,  two  deferve  particular  confide- 
ration.  Firft,  weaknefs  of  the  bladder  :  fecondly,. 
the  refinance  the  urine  experiences  in  its  paffage 
through  the  urethra. 


/■ 

Retention  of  Urine ,  occaficned  by  the  Weaknefs  of 

the  Bladder . 


and  obfervation  confirm  this  as 

JLj  a  caufe  of  retention. 

W e  learn,  from  phyfiology,  that  the  contraction  of 
the  bladder  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  expulfion 
of  the  urine  ;  which  adtion  is  certainly  affifled  by  the 
abdominal  mufcles  and  diaphragm,  though  not  wholly 
to  be  attributed  to  their  means.'  A  number  of  well 


attefled  cafes  can  be  adduced  to  prove,-  that  the  urine 
has  been  retained,  without  any  other  obffacle  to  its. 
expulfion  3  and  a  decided  proof  of  this  caufe  of 

retentioa- 


(  1 57  ) 


retention  is  the  facility  with  which  a  found  may  be 
introduced  into  the  bladder.  This  general  caufe  of 
retention  comprehends  many  others,  among  which  we 
may  rank  old  age,  debauchery,  abufe  of  diuretics, 
affedrions  of  the  brain  and  ipinal  marrow,  inflamma¬ 
tion  and  diilention  of  the  bladder  beyond  its  tone, 
a  rheumatic  pforic  affedtion  of  its  coats,  &c. 


Retention  of  Urine  from  Old  Age. 


OLD  men  are  fo  fubjedt  to  retention  of  urine, 
that  this  difeafe  has  been  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  inconveniences  incidental  to  that  period  of  life. 
The  bladder,  like  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  be¬ 
comes  lefs  irritable,  is  not  fulceptible  of  ftimulus  by 
the  urine,  nor  is  apprized  of  the  neceflity  of  evacua¬ 
tion,  but  by  the  painful  fenfations  that  refult  from  the 
diflention  of  its  coats.  It  then  contradls  on  its  con¬ 
tents  ;  but  the  elongated  fibres  have  fcarcely  force 
fufiicient  to  overcome  the  natural  re-adtion  oppofed 
to  them  by  the  urethra  ;  and  the  proper  equilibrium 
of  power  and  refiftance  being  no  longer  kept  up, 
the  urine  can  only  be  evacuated  by  the  afliftance  of 
the  violent  contraction  of  the  abdominal  mufcles  ;  and 
even  then  the  expulfion  is  incomplete;  the  bladder 
does  not  poflefs  a  force  fufliciently  contradlile  (like 
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the  ftroke  of  a  piftqn)  to  expel  the  Iaft  drops  :  thefe^ 
remaining  in  the  bladder,  form  a  beginning  retention. 
The  quantity  is  augmented  every  day,  and  the  fibres 
of  the  bladder  being  açcuftomed  to  its  prefence,  in 
the  end,  not  half  the  quantity  of  urine  contained  is 
evacuated  3  all  elderly  people  ate  not  equally  fubjedt 
to  this  complaint;  thofe,  that  are  molt  liable  to  its 
attack,  are  generally  of  a  phlegmatic  temperament, 
of  a  full  habit  of  body,  and  of  a  fcudious  feden- 
tary  difpofition  3  and  they  who  neglect  to  void 
the  iaft  drops  of  urine,  from  idlenefs,  hurry,  &c. 
or  who  have  occafion  to  make  water  in  the  night, 
and  who  urine  qn  their  fide  inftead  of  rifing,  or 
effedt  it  in  a  kneeling  pollute.* 

Thele  patients  obferve  that  they 'have  never  had 
any  aftedtion  of  the  urethra,  nor  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts,  fo  as  to  impede  the  palfage  of  the  urine  3 
that  it  flowed  in  a  full  ftream,  though  with  diminifhed 
force,  confequently  they  could  not  difcharge  their 
urine  equally  diftant  as  before,  and  that  their  urine, 
inftead  of  forming  an  arch,  fell  between  their  legs  on 
their  flioes.  And  that,  on  ceafing  to  make  water, 
they  did  not  experience  the  fenfatipns  attending  the. 
contradtion  of  the  bladder,  on  the  Iaft  drops  of  urine. 


which  in  their  youth  they  were  accuftomed  to  feel  3. 
and,  when  they  had  a  de  fire  to  make  water,  it  was  a 
considerable  time  before  it  began  to  flow,  and  then 

*  Mr.  Default  obferves,  that  this  caufe  of  retention,  though 
not  fupported  by  phyfiology,  is  confirmed,  by  aftual  clinical, 
oofervation,  and  that  he  entertains  no  doubt  of  its  reality. 
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with  confiderable  difficulty  ;  the  quantity  evacua¬ 
ted  each  time  was  diminifhed,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  defire  to  make  water  became  more  frequent  ; 
at  laft  the  urine  paffed  away  drop  by  drop,  and  to 
this  incontinence  fucceeded  retention.  In  this  (late 
the  patients  luffer  little  ;  the  tumour  above  die  pubis, 
formed  by  the  bladder,  is  nearly  indolent  ;  and,  if 
fiightly  compreffed,  fome  urine  may  be  voided  by 
the  urethra. 

Retention,  produced  by  old  age,  is  rarely  com¬ 
plete  ;  the  urine,  after  diftending  the  bladder,  paffies 
off  involuntarily  by  the  urethra,  where  it  meets  with 
no  reilftance  but  what  is  natural  to  that  canal,  and, 
in  a  given  time,  the  patient  voids  as  much  urine  as 
in  a  ftate  of  health.  In  this  fpecies  of  retention, 
we  have  no  reafon  to  apprehend  the  fame  train  of 
ferious  fymptoms  that  occur  in  complete  fuppreffions  ; 
fuch  as  in  fuppreffion  of  urine  in  the  kidneys,  effuf- 
fions  in  the  cellular  fubftance,  &c.  — We  find  a 
number  of  old  men,  who  view  this  complaint  as 
incidental  to  their  age,  and  who  do  not  even  apply 
for  medical  affiftance.  The  urine,  however,  by  ftag- 
nating  in  the  bladder,  putrifies,  forms  confiderable 
depofits,  and,  at  length,  the  tunics  of  that  vifcus 
become  altered  in  ftrudhire.  The  indications  of 
cure  in  this  difeafe  are  to  procure  the  evacuation 
of  urine,  and  to  give  tone  to  the  bladder  :  both 
effedts  are  often  produced  by  employing  the  fame 
means.  At  the  commencement  of  the-  complaint, 
when  the  bladder  is  perhaps  only  indolent,  cold  bodies 
applied  to  the  hypogaftric  region,  or  to  the  thighs, 
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paffing  from  a  hot  into  a  cold  place,,  might  be  ad~ 
vifable. 

J.  L.  Petit  mentions,  that  he  cured  a  publican3 
by  defiring  him  to  make  water  in  his  cellar  during 
the  day,  and,  in  the  night,  to  rife  bare -footed  and 
apply  the  chamber-pot  to  his  thighs.  Patients  fhould 
be  careful  not  to  refill;  the  firft  delire  to  make 
water  ;  for,  by  inattention  to  this  caution,  the  bladder 
becomes  full  ;  the  fibres  gradually  lofe  their  fenfibi- 
lity,  the  defire  to  make  water  ceafes,  and  the  reten¬ 
tion,  which  in  the  beginning  was  only  a  few  drops* 
becomes  ibon  complete  ;  when  it  will  be  too  late 
to  derive  any  advantage  from  the  methods  before 
indicated.  There  is  no  ftimulus  capable  of  exciting 
the  bladder  to  contradl,  with  a  force  adequate  to 
produce  the  expullion  of  the  urine;  and  the  intro- 
dudlion  of  the  catheter  is  the  only  refource.  But 
let  it  be  recollected,  that  an  evacuation,  thus  artifi¬ 
cially  produced,  procures  only  momentary  relief.  The 
relaxed  fibres  of  the  bladder  are  a  long  time  before 
they  recover  their  tone  and  elafticity  ;  and,  if  the  ufe 
of  the  catheter  is  not  perfifted  in,  the  patient  relapfes 
into  his  former  fituation;  which  renders  it  neceffary 
either  to  keep  it  in  the  bladder,  or  to  introduce  it 
every  time  the  patient  has  occafion  to  make  water. 
The  iaft  method  is  to  be  preferred,  if  a.  furgeon  cai} 
conftantly  be  had,  or  they  are  able  to  introduce  the 
catheter  themfelves;  and,  as  its  confiant  prefence 
would  be  attended  with  inconvenience,  it  fhould  not 
be  paffed  but  when  it  is  neceffary  to  evacuate  the  u- 
rine  ;  in  this  cafe,  a  filver  catheter,  or  one  made  of 

the 
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the  elaftic  gum,  may  be  ufed  to  advantage  ;  but,  if 
it  is  neceffary  to  remain  in  the  bladder,  the  catheter  of 
the  elaftic  gum,  bent  in  the  ufual  way,  and  furniftied 
with  a  fteel  probe,  is  to  be  preferred.  But,  whatever 
inftruments  are  employed,  Mr.  Default  is  convinced, 
from  experience,  that,  from  the  fiaccidity  of  the  u- 
rethras  of  old  men,  a  large  catheter  is  introduced  with 
more  eale,  and  leis  pain,  than  one  of  a  final!  diame¬ 
ter, 


Observation. 


The  catheters,  that  are  ufed  by  Mr.  Default,  are 
{lightly  bent  in  one-third  of  their  length,  and  are 
ftrait  in  the  remaining  part  ;  this  curvature  gra¬ 
dually  takes  place  from  the  ftrait  part,  and  extends 
to  the  point  ;  it  is  equal  throughout,  and  reprefents  a 
circle  of  fix  inches  in  diameter,  which  is  the  fame  in 
all  catheters,  whatever  may  be  their  fize,  Mr.  De¬ 
fault,  for  the  moft  part,  prefers  large  to  fmall  catheters  : 
the  general  fize  employed  for  men  is  ten  inches 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  about  one-fixth  of  an  inch 
in  diameter.  Sometimes  in  adults,  in  confequence 
of  ftridlures  accompanied  with  induration,  the  catheters 
employed  for  children  are  obliged  to  be  had  recourfe 
to  ;  which,  though  fmall,  will  frequently  not  pals 
without  ufmg  force  ;  thus  it  is  neceffary  to  make 
them  ftronger  to  prevent  their  bending.  In  thefe 
cafes,  catheters  made  of  gold,  as  bong  lels  flexible 
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than  filver,  offer  fome  advantages.  Mr.  Default, 
inftead  of  the  eyes  formerly  placed  on  the  fides  of 
the  catheters,  has  fubftituted  two  oval  apertures,  whofe 
edges  are  rounded.  All  practitioners  have  admitted 
the  inconveniencies  that  have  arifen  from  thefe  eyes, 
by  whom  the  urethra  has  ofcen  been  enlarged  and 
torn,  producing  acute  pain,  and  fometimes  a  difcharge 
of  blood.  Mr.  Petit  conceived  that  this  inconvenience 
could  not  be  obviated  but  by  fuppreffmg  thefe  eyes, 
and  fubftituting  a  circular  opening  at  the  extremity  of 
the  catheter,  which  was  filled  by  a  button  placed  at 
the  end  of  the  probe.  The  c|efe6t  in  thefe  catheters, 
was  foon  difcovered  ;  the  probe,  which  remained  in 
the  catheter,  prevented  the  ufe  of  injections  in  the 
bladder  when  deemed  neceffary,  and  obitructed  the 
paffage  of  glairy  mucus  and  clots  of  blood,  which 
otherwife  might  be  evacuated,  Mr.  Petit  invented 
another  catheter,  the  end  of  which  was  fhaped  like 
an  olive,  and  pierced  at  its  extremity  ;  he  conceived, 
that,  in  confequence  of  its  form,  this  catheter  might- 
be  introduced  open  without  injuring  the  urethra,  but 
this  contrivance,  though  ingenious,  was  not  found  by- 
experience  to.  anfwer  the  purpofe, 

Garangeot  recommends  the  opening  of  thefe 
catheters  to  be  clofed  by  means  of  a  probe,  at  the 
end  of  which  is  an  eye,  fimilar  to  the  eye  of  a 
needle.  He  recommends  four  or  five  fmall  pieces  of 
thread  to  be  paffed  through  this  aperture,  to  be 
fecured  by  knots,  and  then  the  thread  to  be  divided 
at  two  or  three  lines  diflance  ;  the  probe  is  then  to 
be  paffed  through  the  catheter,  till  the  threads  come 

out» 
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put,  then  retraced  till  they  come  on  a  level  wit!} 
the  aperture  of  the  catheter.  The  whole  is  then  to  be 
dipt  in  melted  fuet  ;  and3  v/hen  you  wifh  to  evacuate 
the  urine,  the  probe  is  to  be  withdrawn,  bringing  with 
it  the  threads  and  the  fuet. 

W e  cannot  deny  that  this  method  is  ingenious,  but 
it  is  not  always  adequate  to  the  purpofe  for  which 
it  was  invented  ;  for,  when  obftrudtions  exifted  in  the 
urethra,  the  fuet  and  thread  being  forced  into  the 
cavity  of  the  catheter,  the  edges  of  the  aperture 
projected,  and  produced  thofe  very  inconveniencies 
it  was  meant  to  avoid. 

It  is  certainly  then,  for  thefe  rpafons,  better  to 
adopt  a  method  fimple,  and  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
advantageous.  By  giving  to  thefe  an  elyptical  form, 
and  by  filling  them  with  fuet,  Mr.  Default  prevents 
the  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra  from  being 
injured  by  thefe  apertures.  He  paffes  previoufly  a 
bougie  of  the  elaltic  gum  in  the  cavity  of  the  catheter  ; 
the  intention  of  which  is  only  to  prevent  the  fuet  at 
the  oval  openings  from  getting  into  the  cavity  of 
the  catheter  ;  and  that,  when  the  inftrument  is  paffed 
into  the  bladder,  the  fuet  may  be  retraced  with  the 
bougie. 

The  invention  of  the  catheters  of  the  elaftic  gum, 
Ipy  Mr.  Bernard,  is  one  of  the  moil  fortunate  difco- 
yeries  that  has  enriched  the  art  of  furgery  this  pre- 
fent  century.  Practitioners  have  felt  the  neceflity  of 
flexible  catheters  ;  and,  till  the  invention  of  the  above 
ingenious  mechanic,  thofe  that  have  been  offered  were 
pxtremely  imperfeCt.  The  catheters  of  horn,  men¬ 
tioned 
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tîoned  by  Van-Helmont,  are  too  hard,  and  are  fuhjedt 
quickly  to  incruft:  thofe  of  leather,  recommended  by 
Fabricius  Aquapende,  are  foftened  by  the  mucus  and 
urine  bent  on  themfelves  ;  and,  by  this  means,  obli¬ 
terated  the  cavity  :  thofe  made  of  thin  plates  of  filver 
or  wire  twilled  fpirally,  and  covered  with  Heins,  are 
apt  to  get  dry  and  rot  ;  and,  being  retained  on  the 
catheter  only  by  the  filver  wire  at  its  extremity,  are 
fubject  to  hop  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  fome 
other  part  of  the  canal,  and  get  detached. 

The  catheters  of  Mr.  Bernard  are  not  fubjedt  to 
thefe  objections;  they  are  made  with  a  fort  of  filk 
or  goat's  hair  twilled,  and  covered  with  elaflic  gum  ; 
they  polfefs  a  fufficient  degree  of  flexibility  to  adapt 
themfelves  readily  to  the  different  curvatures  of  the 
urethra,  are  not  foftened  by  the  urine,  and  yet  are 
free  and  eafy  in  that  canal  :  their  furfaces,  from  being 
fmooth  and  polilhed,  are  not  equally  fubjedt  to 
earthy  incrullations  as  catheters  in  general.  As  thefe 
catheters  are  more  particularly  employed  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  difeafes  of  the  urethra  when  their  introduction 
is  often  attended  with  difficulty,  they  are  furniffied  with 
a  Heel  probe  bent  in  the  ufual  way.  Steel  is  preferable 
for  this  purpofe  to  copper,  as  they  bend  lefs  and  pre^ 
ferve  their  curvature  more  exadtiy. 
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Of  the  Introduction  of  the  Catheter  » 

There  are  two  ways  of  introducing  the  catheter  5 
one  above,  and  the  other  under,,  the  abdomen  ;  in 
both,  the  patient  may  either  (land  or  lay  down,,  but 
the  tail  is  preferable  :  then  he  fhould  be  brought  to  the 
edge  of  the  bed  with  his  thighs  feparated,  and  the  legs 
a  little  bent  :  the  penis  is  then  to  be  embraced  with  the 
ring  and  middle  finger  of  the  left  hand,  whilft  the  in» 
dex-finger  and  the  thumb  are  applied  to  the  glans  -,  and, 
by  this  means,  the  opening  of  the  urethra  expofed. 
The  catheter  is  then  to  be  held  between  the  index  and 
middle  fingers  of  the  other  hand,  after  filling  up  the 
eyes  with  fuet,  and  paffed  in  fuch-  a  direction  as  the 
lirait  part  of  the  infiniment  fhould  be  oppofed  to  the 
abdomen,  and  be  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  body.  Its 
extremity  is  to  be  then  introduced  into  the  urethra > 
and,  while  the  penis  is  gently  flretched  and  elongated, 
the  catheter  fhould  be  paffed  fofdy  and  with  caution, 
till  the  point  of  the  infiniment  is  on  a  level  with  the 
arch  of  the  pubis.  The  hand,  in  which  the  extremity 
of  the  infiniment  is  contained,  is  then  gently  to  be  de- 
preffed  from  the  fides  of  the  thighs,  and  the  catheter 
paffed  into  the  bladder.  If  the  furgeon  wifhes  to  pafs 
it  below  the  abdomen,  or,  as  it  is  termed,  par  le  tour 
de  maître ,  the  catheter  fhould  be  held  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  that  its  convex  part  fhould  be  upwards,  and  the 
lirait  below  the  abdomen  oppofite  the  fpace  between 
the  thighs.  It  is  then  to  be  introduced  into  the  aper¬ 
ture 
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hire  of  the  urethra,  and  pafied  on  ;  whild,  with  the 
other  hand,  the  penis  is  put  on  the  dretch.  When 
the  point  of  the  catheter  has  reached  that  part  of  the 
urethra  that  correfponds  to  the  arch  of  the  pubis,  a  fe~ 
mi-circle  mutt  be  defcfibed  from  this  part,  and  from 
the  penis  to  the  groin  of  the  oppofite  fide,  and  thence 
on  the  abdomen.  In  this  movement  it  mull  be  ob- 
ferved  that  the  point  of  the  infiniment  forms  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  motion.  The  hand,  in  which  the  catheter  is 
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held,  is  then  to  be  depreffed,  and  the  red  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  finiffied  in  the  fame  manner  as  before.  One  o- 
peration,  being  more  complicated  than  the  other,  con- 
flitutes  the  only  difference,  and  which  renders  it  more 
difficult  and  painful  ;  therefore  this  lad  method  has  not 
been  adopted  by  the  generality  of  practitioners,  unlefs 
the  patients  are  remarkably  fat,  or  from  their  pofitiori 
this  mode  might  be  inconvenient. 

When  there  are  no  obdrudtions  in  the  urethra,  fur- 
geons,  who  are  accudomed  to  the  operation,  for  the 
mod  part,  experience  little  or  no  difficulty  in  paffing 
the  catheter  into  the  bladder  ;  but  inexperienced  prac¬ 
titioners  often  create  obdacles,  by  not  attending  to  the 
direction  of  the  urethra,  or  by  preffing  the  point  of  the 
indrument  againd  the  fides  of  the  urethra,  forming 
folds  in  that  part.  When  this  happens,  the  indrument 
fhould  be  withdrawn  a  little  way  ;  and,  after  varying 
the  direction,  palled  on.  If  this  fécond  attempt  is  not 
fuccefsful,  and  the  indrument  dops  in  perinæo,  the 
furgeon  fhould  pafs  his  hand  below  the  ferotum,  to 
find  where  the  point  of  the  catheter  is  fituated,  and  at¬ 
tempt 
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têmpt  to  diredt  it  at  the  fame  time  that  he  pufhes  oti 
the  infiniment. 

If  any  obftrudtion  to  its  paffage  fhould  happen  in 
that  part  of  the  canal  that  correfponds  to  the  recluirti 
the  catheter  fhould  be  preffed  by  the  index- finger,  in¬ 
troduced  into  that  intefline;  and,  by  this  means,  the 
canal  will  be  put  on  the  flretch,  by  the  gut  being 
drawn  downwards  and  forwards  ;  but  if,  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  precautions,  we  cannot  fucceed,  the  catheter 
fhould  be  changed  for  a  fmaller  or  larger,  or  for  one 
of  a  different  curvature,  or  the  introduction  of  one  of 
the  elaflic  gum  without  the  probe  fhould  be  at¬ 
tempted;  but,  in  every  cafe,  we  fhould  be  extremely 
cautious  of  ufing  too  much  force,  for  fear  of  lacerating 
the  urethra,  and  making  a  falfe  paffage. 

We  are  certain  that  the  catheter  is  inferted  into  the 
bladder,  by  the  depth  which  it  has  paifed  ;  the  re~ 
fiflance  at  its  point  ceafing  when  turned  on  its  axis, 
and  by  the  flow  of  urine. 

There  is  a  queflion  arifes  refpedting  the  propriety 
of  evacuating  the  urine  at  once,  or  only  gradually  by 
fmall  quantities  at  a  time  :  this  lafl  opinion  has  many 
partifans,  who  conceive  that  the  patient  would  fink 
Under  the  weaknefs  produced  by  the  bladder  being 
perfectly  and  fuddenly  emptied.  But,  agreeable  to  this 
idea,  the  mufcular  fibres  would  be  ftill  kept  on  the 
flretch,  and  would  not  regain  their  tone.  Befides, 
when  the  urine  is  only  partially  evacuated,  depofits 
are  apt  to  form,  which  take  on  a  putrid  difpofition, 
and  materially  injure  the  coats  of  the  bladder.  Other 
practitioners  have  gone  into  the  contrary  extreme  ;  and, 
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by  means  of  leaving  the  catheter  always  in  the  bladder 
with  the  orifice  open,  the  urine  was  evacuated  as 
fait  as  it  was  fecreted.  This  method  is  alfo  fubjecl 
to  its  inconveniences  ;  for,  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the 
bladder,  being  always  relaxed,  never  recover  their 
tone  and  elafticity.  In  addition  to  this  objection, 
Mr.  Default  obferves,  that  the  empty  bladder,  being 
preffed  with  the  point  of  the  infiniment,  produces 
pain,  and  frequently  ulceration,  where  it  is  in  contadl  : 
that  tine  catheter  is  apt  to  be  filled  with  glairy  mucus, 
and,  by  remaining  in  the  paffage,  is  more  fubjedt  to 
incruft.  Patients  are  alfo  obliged  to  keep  their  bed, 
and  are  fubjedl  to  be  conflantly  wet  by  the  dribbling 
of  the  urine,  or  to  have  a  vdFel  conflantly  with  them, 
to  prevent  this  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Default,  on  the  whole,  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
mofl  eligible  practice  is  to  evacuate  the  urine  entirely, 
and  to  throw  injedlions  into  the  bladder,  to  cleanfe 
that  vifeus  from  any  puriform  or  mucus  depofit  ;  then 
either  to  flop  up  the  catheter  or  withdraw  it,  and  wait 
till  a  quantity  is  fecreted  fufficient  moderately  to 
diilend  the  mufcular  coat  of  *he  bladder. 

Thefe  alternate  actions  of  moderate  extenfion  and 
relaxation  produce  the  lame  e  fie  61  on  this  vifeus  as 
on  other  parts  of  the  body. 

A  catheter  of  the  elaflic  gum  fliould  be  ufed, 
and  worn  for  feveral  days.  In  paffing  it,  care  fhould 
be  taken  to  pufh  it  no  farther  after  the  eyes  of  the 
infiniment  have  pafièd  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  If  the 
catheter  is  too  long,  part  may  be  cut  off:  it  fliouid 
then  be  fecured  on  the  corona  glandis,  or  penis,  as 
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defcribed  page  149.  The  urine  fhould  be  evacuated 
every  two  or  three  hours,  according  to  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  quantity  fecreted,  and  the  defire  of  the 
patient  to  void  his  urine  3  but  this  inclination  fhould 

not  always  be  waited  for,  for  the  bladder  is  fometimes 
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fo  (lightly  fenfible,  that  it  will  admit  of  furprifing 
diflention  without  any  difpofition  to  evacuate  its 
contents.  And  it  fhould  be  recolledled,  that  no 
circumflance  tends  more  to  deflroy  the  natural  tone 
of  its  mufcular  coat,  than  this  forcible  diflention. 
The  catheter  fhould  be  withdrawn  every  fix  or  eight 
days,  to  clean  it  and  prevent  incruflations  3  and  as  the 
form  has  been  moulded  at  its  curvature,  in  confequenee 
of  refling  in  the  urethra,  it  can  afterwards  often  be 
introduced  without  the  probe.  As  the  treatment  of 
this  difeale  is  tedious,  and  as  the  bladder  rarely  re¬ 
covers  perfectly  its  tone,  it  is  as  well  to  inflrudl  the 
patient  in  the  manner  of  palling  the  infiniment  3  and,  .. 
when  accuflomed  to  do  this,  he  need  only  ufe  it  when 
he  has  occafion  to  void  his  urine.  At  the  expiration 
of  a  little  time,  he  fhould  attempt  to  make  water 
without  the  infiniment  5  if  he  fucceeds,  the  catheter 
fhould  be  palled  to  afcertain  whether  the  bladder  is 
perfe&ly  evacuated  3  if  any  urine  fhould  flill  remain, 
the  ufe  of  the  catheter  fhould  be  continued.  If  this 
precaution  is  not  attended  to,  the  retention  will  return 
as  bad  as  before. 

Tonic  and  fiightly  aftringent  injedtions  have  been 
propofed  to  be  thrown  into  the  bladder  3  fuch  as 
decodtion  of  bark,  weak  folutions  of  vitriolated  iron, 
&c.  Mr.  Default  obferves*  that  he  has  made  ufe  of 
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theië  injections  without'  deriving  any  important  acM 
vantages.  Warm  diuretics,  balfamics,  cold  baths, 
frictions  with  tindure  of  cantharides,  &c.  but,  in  old 
age,  thefe  remedies  are  frequently  injurious,  and  rarely 
ufeful.  In  this  difeafe,  the  only  remedy  Mr.  Default 
recommends  is  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  of  the  elaftic 
gum  ;  which,  when  well  conducted,  often  reftores  the 
bladder  to  its  natural  tone  ;  and,  when  this  fails,  othej 
remedies  are  rarely  attended  with  focceis. 


Obfervations  on  the  good  Effects  of  Btifters ,  applied  on  th$ 
Head ,  in  Commotions  of  the  Brain . 

[By  Mr.  Gavard  de  Montmellian,  formerly 
Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

J' GHM  Fribourg,  il  years  of  age,  on  the  5th  of 
December,  1-784,  at  5  o’clock  in  the  morning,, 
fell  down  ftairs  and  itruck  his  forehead  with  confider- 
able  force  againft  the  bannifters  :  his  companions^ 
wakened  by  the  noifë,  went  immediately  to  his  afiift- 
ance  :  they  found  him  fenlëlels,  without  motion,  and 
bleeding  profufely  from  the  ears,  nofe,  and  mouth. 
They  fent  for  one  of  the  iludents  in  forgery,  who 
bled  him  in  each  arm  ;  and,  at  noon*  he  was  bled 
again  copiouily  in  the  foot. 

The 
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The  6th,  the  patient  being  in  the  fame  filiation* 
he  was  bled  twice  more  ;  after  which  he  vomited,  at 
different  times,  many  mouthfuls  of  dear  water  3  lbme 
drops  of  a  fpirituous  vulnerary  water  were  introduced 
into  the  mouth,  which  he  greedily  fwallowed.  The 
actions  of  deglutition  and  vomiting,  circulation  and 
tefpiration,  were  the  only  motions  that  were  appa¬ 
rent. 

The  7th,  no  change. 

The  8th,  Mr.  Gavard  de  Montmellian  fays  he  was 
brought  to  the  Hôpital  de  la  Charité,  at  Paris*  where 
he  was  at  that  time  a  pupil,  and  thus  defcribes  his  fi¬ 
xation. 

At  this  time  he  was  fenfelefs  and  without  motion* 
bleeding  profufely  from  the  mouth,  nofe,  and  ears* 
He  vomited  from  time  to  time  a  quantity  of  clear* 
water.  His  pulfe  was  (low,  concentrated,  and  mode¬ 
rately  regular,  re fpe Cling  the  intervals  of  pulfation, 
but  fome  ftrokes  were  ftronger  than  others*  His  re- 
fpi ration  was  feeble  and  laborious.  No  wound  or  con- 
tufion  was  difcovered  on  the  head.  Mr.  Default,  at 
that  time  the  next  in  fucceffion  as  furgeon-major,  and 
who  officiated  as  fuch  in  the  Hôpital  de  la  Charité, 
ordered  that  the  patient  ffiould  be  placed  in  a  warm 
bed,  and  that  his  head  ffiould  be  ffiaved,  and  a  blifter 
applied  over  the  head,  fprinkled  with  powder  of  can¬ 
tharides,  in  the  form  of  a  cap,  extending  from  the 
projetions  on  the  os  fronds  to  the  protuberances  of 
the  os  occipitis. 

The  blifter  was  applied  at^i  1  Ln  the  forenoon  ;  but, 
Uotwithftanding  the  irritation  produced  by  its  ftimulus, 
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there  was  no  fign  of  returning  fenfibility  either  this 
day  or  the  following  night  :  but  the  vomiting  and  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  from  the  ears  began  to  ceafe,  and  the 
hemorrhage  from  the  nofe  and  mouth  was  eonfidera- 
bly  lefs.  The  refpiration  became  eafy,-  and  the  pulfe 
more  regular. 

The  9th,  at  7  in  the  morning,  the  patient  was 
much  in  the  fame  (late  as  in  the  evening  ;  but,, 
when  the  cuticle  was  raifed,  he  recovered  his  recol- 
ledlion  a  little,  and  complained,,  not  only  of  un- 
eafinefs,  infeparable  from  this  circumftance,  but  alfa 
of  a  deep-feated  pain,  which  he  referred  to  the  frontal 
region.  The  wound  was  dreffed  with  bafilicon,  quick¬ 
ened  with  cantharides. 

In  the  evening  the  patient  recovered  his  recollec¬ 
tion  perfectly-  His  refpiration  was  free,  with  lefs. 
pain  in  his  head,  and  fcarce  any  hemorrhage  from  his* 
nofe  or  mouth..  He  was  tranquil  during  the  night,  and 
fiept  many  hours.  About  three  in  the  morning  he  ex¬ 
perienced  fome  ardor  urinæ^ 

On  the  10th,  all  the  fymptoms,  referable  to  the 
commotion  of  the  brain,  had  perfedtly  fubfided  ;  but 
the  irritation  of  the  urinary  paffages  was  fo  confide- 
rable,  that  the  patient  voided  his  urine  drop  by  drop* 
and  at  the  fame  time  with  exquiûte  pain.  Mr.  De¬ 
fault  dreffed  his  head  with  bafilicon  only,  and  pre- 
fcribed  linfeed  tea  as  a  common  drink,  and  three  bo- 
luffes  to  be  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  compofed  of 
samphire  g.  vi.  powder  of  marfhmallow  and  liquorice 
root,  of  each  9  j.  mixed  up  with  firup  of  violets. 

Towards 
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Towards  the  evening,  the  ardor  urinæ  had  confide- 
rably  ditninifhed  ;  and. 

On  the  nth,  they  ceafed  entirely;  but  the  ufe  of 
the  bolufies  and  linfeed  tea  was  perfifted  in,  and  a  pro¬ 
per  diet  obferved. 

For  four  days  he  took  a  little  nourishment,  and 
was  obvioufly  ccnvalefcent  ;  the  fuppuration  from 
the  blifter  was  at  this  time  nearly  dried  up,  when 
fuddenly,  on  the  i8th,  without  any  alteration  in 
the  regimen,  or  any  other  apparent  caufe,  he  was 
threatened  with  a  recurrence  of  the  fame  fymptoms 
he  had  experienced  before.  He  complained  of  a  fenfe 
of  weight  in  his  head*  and  of  v/eaknefs  in  all  his 
Jimbs  ;  the  tongue  was  yellow,  and  the  pulfe  flow  and 
fmall. 

Mr.  Default  had  his  head  Shaved,  and  a  blifter  equal¬ 
ly  ftrong,  but  not  quite  fo  extenfive,  as  the  firft  applied. 
He  was  put  on  diet,  ordered  linfeed  tea,  and  two 
camphire  bolulfes  a  day,  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble  the  urinary  organs  being  Stimulated  by  the  cantha¬ 
rides. 

On  the  1 9th,  tire  difcharge  from  this  blifter  was  ex¬ 
tremely  confiderable  ;  and,  after  elevating  the  cuticle, 
it  was  drelfed  with  Ample  bafilicon.  From  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  patient  felt  no  fenfe  of  weight  in  his  head, 
nor  any  weaknefs  in  his  limbs. 

On  the  four  following  days  the  fuppuration  was 
confiderable. 

On  the  24th,  as  the  tongue  was  a  little  furred,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  Mr.  Default 
ordered  an  emetic,  and  the  next  day  a  medicine,  to 
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give  tone  to  the  digeftive  organs.  He  could,  at  this 
time,  take  a  little  nourifhment  ;  and,  as  the  blifter 
was  only  kept  open  by  the  bafilicon,  it  gradually  dried 
up  ;  and,  by  the  3 1  ft,  the  fuppuration  had  quite  cea- 
fed.  From  this  time  he  recovered  his  health  and 
flrength  rapidly  ;  and,  after  fome  days  of  convalef- 
cence,  he  left  the  hofpital  perfectly  cured  on  the  17  th 
of  January,  1785. 


CASE  IÏ. 

ON  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  April,  1785,  a 
child,  ten  years  of  age,  was  thrown  down 
fenfelefs,  by  a  heavy  plank  falling  on  his  head.  Af-, 
ter  fwallowing  fome  volatile  fpirits,  which  were  alfo 
applied  to  the  nole  without  any  efFedt,  he  was 
brought  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  fame  day,  at  5  in 
the  afternoon.  At  this  time  he  was  fenfelefs,  without 
any  apparent  motion,  but  circulation,  refpiration,  and 
deglutition.  There  was  no  hemorrhage  from  the  ears, 
mouth,  or  noftrils,  or  any  vomiting,  as  in  the  prece-. 
ding  cafe.  The  face  was  fluflied,  the  refpiration  fhort 
and  laborious,  and  the  pulfe  fmall  and  flow,  confides 
ing  the  age  of  the  patient.  There  was  a  contufion 
on  the  middle  part  of  the  faggital  future,  where  he 
had  received  the  blow. 


He 
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He  was  bled  twice  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening, 
which  produced  no  other  efted  than  rendering  the 
pulfe  more  regular.  . 

On  the  fécond  day,  Mr.  Default  applied  a  large  and 
adive  blifter  on  the  head.  The  reft  of  the  day  and 
the  following  night  he  was  much  the  fame. 

On  the  3d,  on  elevating  the  cuticle,  be  feemed  to 
feel  fome  pain,  and  fpoke  a  little  coherently.  The  dref- 
fings  were  the  blifter-ointment,  quickened  with  cantha¬ 
rides:  the  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs  were  guarded 
againft  by  the  exhibition  of  the  linfeed  tea.  Two 
hours  after  the  drefting,  his  refpiration  was  more  free, 
the  pulfe  quick  and  fuller  than  in  the  evening,  and  his 
recolledion  gradually  recovered.  The  drowfinefs 
ftill  continued,  and  he  complained  of  a  confiderable 
fenfe  of  heavinefs  in  the  head. 

On  the  4th,  the  fuppuration  was  abundant  3  and,  in 
confequence  of  the  ftimulus  of  the  bliftering  ointment, 
the  patient  experienced  fome  pain  for  three  hours  after 
the  drefting.  From  this  time  all  the  fymptoms,  con- 
fequent  to  the  commotion  of  the  brain,  ceafed,  nor 
did  they  ever  recur. 

The  fame  drefting  was  continued  for  fome  time,  to 
keep  up  the  fuppuration.  The  ufe  of  the  linfeed  tea 
perfifted  in,  to  which  may  be  attributed  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  urinary  organs  not  being  affeded. 

On  the  8  th,  he  was  indulged  with  a  little  folid 
food. 

On  the  14th,  he  was  purged;  and,  from  this  day, 
the  blifter  was  buffered  gradually  to  heal.  The 
ftrength  of  the  patient  increafed  with  his  appetite  ; 
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and,  on  the  14th  day  of  May,  he  was  difcharged,  cu^ 
red,  from  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  The  fame  practice,  at¬ 
tended  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  is  feen  frequently  in  this, 
hofpital. 

Blifters  '  on  the  head,  afiifted  by  bleeding,  are  the 
mod:  efficacious  means  we  can  employ  to  remove  the 
firft  effedls  occafioned  by  commotion  of  the  brain. 
There  is  a  confecutive  fymptom,  not  lefs  alarming 
in  its  confequence,  which  may  be  obviated  by  the 
fame  remedy  ;  this  fymptom  is  a  gradual  inflamma¬ 
tion  and  fuppuration  of  the  brain,  or  its  membranes, 
which  is  confequent  to  the  irritation  produced  by  the 
external  injury  ;  nor  does  it  frequently  appear  till 
fome  time  after  the  accident,  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
following  obfervation. 

?•-  't  j**f  ■’  * 


CASE  III, 

AMAN,  35  years  of  age,  received  a  blow  on  the 
head,  which  llunned  him  for  fome  minutes, 
without  knocking  him  down.  He  got  himfelf  bled 
in  the  foot,  drank  an  infufion  of  vulnerary  plants, 
and  in  a  month  conceived  himfelf  cured  ;  at  the  end 
of  this  time  he  loll  his  appetite,  his  tongue  became 
yellow  and  furred,  and  he  was  attacked  with  Ihiverings. 
and  coma,  and  died  on  the  16th  day. 
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The  appearances  on  diffedtion  were  as  follow  ; 
No  appearance  of  contufion  on  the  external  furfacc 
of  the  head  ;  the  integurqents  perfectly  found  ;  and 
the  colour  of  the  external  table  of  the  cranium  na¬ 
tural  ;  but  the  internal  table  was  black  through¬ 
out  the  whole  extent  of  the  right  parietal  foffa  this 
blacknefs  was  alfo  obferved  throughout  die  corref- 
pondent  portion  of  the  dura-mater,  and  even  a  little 
beyond  it.  m  other  refpedts,  this  membrane  adhered 
to  the  cranium  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  oppofite 
fide  ;  under  the  dura- mater,  at  the  part  above-men¬ 
tioned,  a  flight  depofit  of  thick  and  greyifh  matter  was 
difeovered  ;  which  had  extended  under  the  different 
windings  of  the  cranium,  and  had  affected  the  pia-mater* 
and  the  correfpondent  portion  of  the  brain,  to  fome  lines 
in  depth.  The  reft  of  this  vifeus  was  in  its  natural 
fituation.  In  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen, 
no  circumftance  worth  mendoning  was  difeovered. 

If,  after  the  moft  minute  attention  to  the  injuries 
of  this  defeription,  the  furgeon  fhould  entertain 
doubts  of  commotion  of  the  brain,  or  effufion, 
fhouid  he  not  decide,  particularly  in  hofpitals 
(where  the  operation  of  the  trepan  rarely  fucceeds), 
in  favour  of  the  application  of  blifters,  which  will 
be  fufEcient  if  commotion  only  exifts  ?  And,  it 
fhould  be  remembered,  that  the  application  of  the 
veficatories  does  not  prohibit  the  ufe  of  other  remedies  ; 
which  may  be  had  recourfe  to,  as  circumftances  or 
fymptoms  indicate  the  neceiTity, 

In  many  cafes  that  require  the  application  of  the 
trepan,  would  not  the  application  of  blifters  be  proper  ? 

For 
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For  example,  in  a  cafe  of  fanguineous  effufion,  with  a 
fracture,  accompanied  with  fplinters,  which  could  be 
elevated  by  ordinary  means,  &c.  In  fa£t,  it  is  almoft 
impoffible,  that  the  means  which  produced  this  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  cranium,  particularly  the  laceration  of  the 
veffels,  the  immediate  caufc  of  the  effufion,  fhould  not 
at  the  fame  time  produce  commotion  of  the  brain. 
And,  in  thefe  cafes,  after  the  fradtured  fplinters  are 
raifed,  and  an  iffue  is  given  to  the  extravafated  blood, 
the  commotion  ftill  remains,  and,  for  the  moll  part, 
produces  a  fatal  termination  ;  and  which,  as  I  before 
obferved,  may  be  frequently  avoided  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  blitters. 


Cure  of  a  Cafe  of  a  'preternatural  Anus ,  with  Remarks* 

[By  Mr.  Desault.] 

FRANCIS  Vialtet,  of  Moulins,  a  failor,  on¬ 
board  the  Saint  Michael  ttttp  of  war,  was 
wounded,  by  the  burfting  of  a  bomb,  in  the  month  of 
May,  1786:  he  fainted  away,  nor  recovered  his  recol- 
ledtion  till  three  hours  after  the  engagement.  The 
wound  extended  from  two  inches  above  the  abdomi¬ 
nal  ring,  on  the  right  fide,  to  the  bottom  of  the  fcro- 
tum,  where  the  tefticle  was  expofed.  There  appeared 
at  the  fuperioi:  part  of  the  wound  an  inch  of  divided 

inteftine, 
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intedine,  that  retraced  into  the  abdomen  at  the  time 
the  wound  was  dreffed,  and  was  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  leave  a  hole  for  the  evacuation  of  the  fce- 
ees. 

A  month  after  the  accident  he  was  left  at  the  Ma¬ 
rine  Hofpital,  at  Bred  ;  where  he  remained  till  he  was 
cured,  or  at  lead  diffidently  fo  for  the  food  to  efcape 
in  a  date  of  impeded  digedion,  by  a  portion  of  the 
intedine,  which  remained  expofed  on  the  furface  of 
the  abdomen. 

This  unfortunate  man  afterwards  travelled  on  foot 
to  his  own  home  ;  where,  finding  his  friends  incapable 
of  afliding  him,  he  travelled  through  the  different 
parts  of  Europe,  feeding  in  vain,  from  the  holpitais, 
an  alleviation  of  his  mifery. 

Four  years  being  lpent  in  thefe  fruitlefs  refearches, 
fie  applied  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  die  29th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1790.  The  divided  portion  of  the  protru¬ 
ded  intedine  had  grown  to  a  confiderable  fize;  its 
ihape  was  nearly  conical  and  about  nine  inches  high, 
the  middle  part  of  which  projeôted  confiderably  for¬ 
wards  ;  its  bafe,  flightly  conft  rifted,  came  from  under 
a  doubling  of  the  fkin  a  little  above  the  abdominal 
ring;  its  fuperior  part  turned  backwards,  and,  de¬ 
fending  to  the  middle  of  his  thighs,  ended  in  a  nar¬ 
row  orifice,  which  gave  iffue  to  the  foe  cal  difcharge. 
From  the  time  he  was  wounded,  nothing  like  foeces 
wras  difcharged  by  the  anus  ;  neverthelefs  he  went  to 
ftool  every  three  or  four  months,  and  difcharged  a 
ftnall  quantity  of  whitifh  matter,  which  was  nothing 
fnore  than  the  mucus  fecreted  by  the  reftum,  The 
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furface  of  the  tumour  was  red  and  full  of  rugæ  ;  and* 
at  its  inferior  part,  refembled  the  valvulæ  conniventes 
of  the  int- flines. 

At  the  fame  abdominal  opening,  on  the  external 
furface  of  this  mafs,  a  fmall  tumour  was  feen  fimilar 
to  the  firit  in  confidence  and  colour.  This  laft  was 
oval  in  its  lhape,  and  fo  conftricled  at  its  orifice,  that 
a  fmall  quantity  of  ferofity  only  could  efcape.  Thefe 
tumours  poffefifed  the  fame  periflakic  motions  as  the 
inteftines,  and  were  fuiceptible  of  contraction  when 
a  few  drops  of  water  were  dropped  on  their  fur- 
face. 

This  unfortunate  young  man,  who  was  tall  and  well 
formed,  though  extremely  thin,  was  obliged .  to  be 
conftandy  in  a  curved  pofition,  and  to  fupport  him- 
fejf  with  crutches.  An  earthern  pot,  faflened  to  his 
waifl,  and  fupported  by  a  cord,  was  left  hanging  be¬ 
tween  his  thighs,  which  received  the  extremity  of  the,  . 
inteftine  -,  and  the  matter  that  was  diicharged  from  it, 
in  a  little  time,  was  intolerably  foetid.  Mr.  Default 
was  fatisfied,  that  the  principal  tumour  was  formed  by 
that  portion  of  the  inteftine  that  correfponded  to  the 
ftomach  ;  and  that  it  was  invaginated,  like  the  finger 
of  a  glove,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prefent  externally 
only  its  internal  furface.  He  was  alfo  convinced, 
that  the  fmall  tumour  was  only  the  inferior  part  of 
the  inteftine  invaginated  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that 
the  edges  of  the  divided  portion  adhered  to  the  o- 
pening  of  the  parities  of  the  abdomen,  and  was  uni¬ 
ted  and  blended  with  them  by  one  common  cicatrix. 
Thefe  membranes  were  fo  confiderably  thickened  by 
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friction j  expofure  to  the  air,  and  by  the  paffage  of 
the  foeces,  that  an  attempt  to  reduce  fuch  a  mafs  was 
apparently  rafh,  if  Mr.  Default;  had  not  been  taught 
by  experience  what  were  the  effefils  of  compreffion 
in  fimilar  cafes.  To  be  convinced  of  the  probable 
efficacy  of  compreffion  in  this  cafe,  Mr.  Default 
preffed  it  for  fome  minutes  between  h-is  hands,  and  its 
diminution  of  bulk  afforded  him  fome  idea  what  might 
be  expedted  from  a  confiant  and  uniform  compref¬ 
fion,  kept  up  for  a  confiderable  time. 

With  this  intention,  Mr.  Default  applied  a  fimple 
bandage,  from  below  upwards,  covering  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  tumour,  leaving  only  an  opening  at  the  apex 
for  the  paflàge  of  the  fœces.  The  effect  of  this  plan 
was  foon  perceptible  ;  for,,  in  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day,  the  bandage  became  fo  loofe,  in  confequence  of 
the  diminished  fize  of  the  tumour,  that  its  re-applica- 
rion  become  abfolutely  ne  cellar  y .  The  fame  meafures 
were  purfued  on  the  following  days  ;  and,  on  the  fourth, 
the  inteftine  had  regained  its  natural  fize.  Mr.  Default 
conceiving  the  reduction  now  poffibie,  had  the  tumour 
railed  perpendicular  to  the  opening  in  the  abdomen  : 
he  then  introduced  one  finger  in  the  orifice,  whilft, 
with  the  other  hand,  by  ufing  gentle  preffure,  he  pre¬ 
vented  the  retradlion  of  the  inteftine  -,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  altered  the  vaginal  fituation  of  the  guty 
and  returned  it  into  the  abdomen.  The  fame  plan 
was  followed  with  the  fmall  tumour,  nor  was  any  dif¬ 
ficulty  experienced  in  the  reduction  :  but,  though  this 
cafe  was  thus  far  fuccefsfully  treated,  one  dreadful  in¬ 
convenience  yet  remained,  which  was  the  confiant  dis¬ 
charge 
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charge  of  fcëces  through  the  wound.  Mr.  Default  hi* 
troduced  into  the  inteitine  a  tent  of  old  linen,  three 
inches  in  length,  preferved  in  its  fituation  by  a  proper 
bandage.  This  was  intended  to  be  withdrawn  twice  a 
day,  to  favour  the  evacuation  of  the  foeces  ;  but,  after 
fome  fymptoms  of  the  flatus  in  the  inteiline,  accom  ¬ 
panied  with  confiderable  heat,  he  paifed  wind  by  the 
anus;  Thefe  were  fucceeded  by  colicky  fenfations,  at¬ 
tended  with  pricking  pains  in  the  rectum,  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  frequent  inclination  to  go  to  flool,  and  that  not 
without  effedt  ;  for,  he  voided  half  a  pound  of  fluid 
foeces,  fimilar  to  thofe  voided  after  indigeftion.  He 
had  eight  (tools  more  the  following  night,  all  preceded 
by  flight  colicky  fenfations  and  acute  pain  about  the 
redtum,  which  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  the  prelence 
of  foeces. 

The  next  day  the  patient  was  a  little  ex  handed,  iri 
confequence  of  the  evacuation  ;  and,  for  three  days  af¬ 
terwards,  the  (tools  were  very  frequent,  but  accom¬ 
panied  with  lefs  pain.  The  fœces  now  gradually  ac* 
quired  a  firmer  confidence,  and  the  number  of  (tools 
proportionably  diminiflied.  The  ufe  of  the  linen  tent, 
in  the  inteftine,  was  fuppreflfed  on  the  8th  day,  and  the 
external  orifice  covered  with  a  doffil  of  lint,  and,  over  the 
whole,  Mr.  Default  applied  the  ball  or  pad  of  a  large' 
and  flat  elaftic  bandage.  This  plan  was  adequate  to 
the  intention  of  preventing  the  efcape  of  the  fœces,' 
which  now  paflfed  entirely  by  the  redtum. 

He  gradually  recovered  his  (frength  and  health,  and* 
during  two  months  that  he  remained  in  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  his  fœces  were  fimilar  to  thofe  of  a  man  4ns 

health. 
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health,  nor  the  leafh  inconvenience  experienced  in  thefr 
evacuation.  He  was  repeatedly  examined  by  different 
burgeons,  v/ho  had  attended  to  the  cafe  ever  fince  his 
admiffion  ;  v/ho  difcovered  only  a  flight  ferous  dis¬ 
charge,  which  was  imbibed  by  a  fmall  portion  of  lint, 
placed  on  the  fiftulous  opening  of  the  abdomen. 

Three  months  after  his  difmiffion  from  the  Hôtel 
Dieu  he  was  examined  by  the  furgeon  of  the  hofpital 
at  Moulins,  who  found  him  in  an  excellent  ftate  of 
health,  though  his  conduct  had  been  rather  intem¬ 
perate. 

explanation  of  plate  III* 

FIG.  I.  a  b  c  d  e.  The  principal  tumour,  formed  by 
the  portion  of  the  inteftine  correfponding 
to  the  ftomach,  invaginated  like  the  fin¬ 
ger  of  a  glove. 

a  e.  The  neck  fupporting  the  broadeft 
part  of  the  tumour,  and  iffuing  from  under 
a  fold  of  the  fkin. 

b.  Rugæ  formed  by  the  internal  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  inteftine,  which  was  turned 
outwards. 

c.  The  apex  of  the  tumour,  having  a  fmall 
opening  pofteriorly  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  fceces. 

c  f.  The  penis  pufhed  to  the  left  fide  by 
the  tumour. 
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g.  The  fmall  tumour,  formed  by  the  part 
correfponding  to  the  anus,  invaginated 
like  the  other* 

'  v  '  '  '  •  i 

FIG.  II.  Represents  the  ftate  of  the  parts  after  the 
cure. 

a.  b.  À  fold  of  the  fkin,  forming  a  fort  of 
valve  before  the  opening  of  the  abdomen* 
which  remained  fiftulous. 


There  was  a  cafe  of  the  fame  kind  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Default,  of  a  man  with  a 
preternatural  anus,  confequent  to  a  fcrotal  hernia,  that 

had  terminated  in  gangrene  ;  a  portion  of  the  inteftine* 

\ 

that  correiponded  to  the  ftomach,  was  invaginated  like 
the  other,  and  projected  three  inches  outwards:  he  was 
lean  and  weak,  although  he  devoured  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  food,  but  it  was  voided  in  a  Hate  imper-* 
fedlly  digefted  ;  and  to  this  circumftance  our  author 
attributes  his  preferring  food  difficult  of  digeftion* 
particularly  failad.  His  fituafion  rendered  him  ex¬ 
tremely  apprehenfive  ;  but,  emboldened,  in  fome 
meafure,  by  the  event  of  the  lailor’s  cafe,  he  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Default.  The  cure 
of  this  lad  cafe  was  materially  different  from  that  of 
the  faiior’s,  as  a  part  of  the  interline*  (contiguous  to 
the  portion  that  appeared  externally,)  which  had  for¬ 
merly  fallen  down  into  the  fcrotum,  adhered  to  the 
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furfounding  parts,  a  circumftance  extremely  unfavour-* 
able,  as  no  preiiure  could  be  made  on  the  opening 
of  the  irtteftine  without  comprelling  the  adhering 
portion  of  the  guti  The  invaginated  portion  was 
however  reduced,  and  the  opening  clofed  by  a  linen 
tent  fupported  by  a  trufs.  Eighteen  hours  after  this, 
he  was  attacked  with  flight  colicky  pains  ;  which 
alarmed  him  fo  much,  that  he  took  off  the  dreflings, 
and  abandoned  all  hopes  of  a  cure* 

This  attempt,  flight  however  as  it  was,  produced 
a  very  fenflble  effed.  This  man,  who  before  voided 
every  four  months  only  the  whitifh  mucus  of  the  intef- 
tines,  had  been  obliged  that  day  to  go  twice  to  flool, 
and  voided  as  much  of  this  kind  of  mucus  as  was 
ufual  when  the  intervals  were  longer.  Thefe  dif- 
charges  continued  for  8  following  days  ;  and,  at  laid, 
intervals  of  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  days  inter¬ 
vened  -,  and,  at  the  time  this  was  writing,  a  month 
had  paflfed  without  any  evacuation  of  this  mucus. 
From  this  cafe  no  important  inference  can  certainly 
be  drawn,  but  ftill  the  relation  of  fads  of  this  An¬ 
gular  defeription,  and  fo  little  known,  may  be  attended 
with  advantage. 


The  hiftory  of  the  preternatural  anus  opens  a  new 
field  for  chirurgical  obfervation.  This  difeafe  occurs 
fufficiently  frequent,  to  aiford  opportunities  to  acquire 
information  on  the  fubjed.  From  a  Angle  fad:  general 
rules  cannot  certainly  be  adduced  ;  but,  from  the  cafes 
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jtid  related,  fome  hopes  may  be  entertained1  of  & 
cure,  when  the  circumdances  are  fimilar. 

From  the  writings  of  the  ancients  on  this  difeafe, 
little  information  can  be  acquired  ;  but,  in  modern? 
works,  many  cafes  are  to  be  met  with}  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  they  only  mention  the  occafional  caufes,  omitting, 
the  defcription  of  the  external  appearances,  and  the. 
particular  (late  of  the  intedines.  One  of  die  mod 
frequent  occurrences  in  this  complaint,  the  protrufion 
of  the  intedine  from  the  belly,  feems  to  have  efcaped 
the  notice  of  all  authors,  from  Hippocrates*  (wha 
has  defcribed  it)  to  Fahricius  Hildanus,j-  who,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  lad  century,  related  it  as  a  thing  un¬ 
known  and  extraordinary.  Since  the  time  of  Fabricius, 
cafes  of  tumors  formed  externally  by  the  intedine  have 
been  mentioned  by  writers ;  yet  the  appearance  of  the 
parts  have  not  till  lately  been  accurately  defcribed.  Mr. 
Robin  found  the  cæcum  and  a  part  of  the  colon 
invaginated  in  the  redtum,  in  confequence  of  a  blow 
or  fall  received  on  that  intedine,  which  terminated 
fatally. 

This  cafe,  related  by  Mr.  Hevin,  in  the  4th  voL 
of  the  Mémoires  de  T  Académie  de  Chirurgie,  J  and  a. 
fimilar  one  by  Mr.  Le  Blanc,  threw  fome  light  on  the 
fubieét.  But  Mr.  Le  Cat  had  an  occafion  to  dide£t 
the  body  of  a  woman,  who  had  a  preternatural  anus,, 
and  the  opportunity  of  demondrating  the  invagination. 


*  Epidem.  lib.  vii. 
f  Centur.  1.  Obf.  74, 
t  Edit,  in  4to. 
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of  the  iriteftine,  which  had  protruded  externally.^ 
Among  the  unpleafant  effects  neceffarily  attendant 
On  this  difeafe,  are  the  extreme  uncleanlinefs  occafion^ 
ed  by  the  confiant  difcharge  of  feces  through  the 
opening,  the  excoriation  of  the  furrounding  parts,  the 
return  of  griping  pains,  obflru6tions  to  the  pafTage 
of  the  fceces  from  the  narrownefs  of  the  aperture, 
Weaknefs  confèquent  to  imperfeâ:  eligeftion,  and 
fometimes  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  prove  fatal  j  as 
in  the  cafes  related  by  Meffrs.  Hoin  and  Le  Blanc,- f 
and  which  has  lately  occurred  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year. 

Thele  inconveniences  have  induced  furgeons  to 
fugged  different  modes  of  relief  ;  that,  indeed,  have 
been  partially  procured.  Boxes  have  been  invented, 
made  of  filver  or  tin,  and  applied  to  the  opening  in 
the  abdomen  ;  and  retained  in  this  fituation  by  a  pro¬ 
per  bandage.  This  contrivance,  by  containing  and 
collecting  the  fceces,  leffcned  their  fcetor,  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Mofcati,  they  were  con¬ 
ducted  into  thefe  vcffels  by  means  of  a  leaden  pipe, 
left  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  J  Mr.  Sabatier 
has  propofed  to  keep  the  intefline  fufficiently  open, 
to  afford  an  eafy  pafTage  to  the  excrements,  by  the 
introduction  of  a  middling-fized  tent.  || 

Mr.  Richter,  on  the  contrary,  wifhes  the  fceces  to 
be  retained  till  digeftion  is  more  perfeCt.  To  anfwer 

*  Tranfaét.  Philo fo£h.  N°  460.  p.  716. 
f  Efiai  fur  les  Hernies. 

X  Académie  de  Chir.  tom.  v.  p.  596. 
jj  Ibid.  p.  594. 
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this  indication,  he  checks  their  difcharge,  by  means 
of  a  fponge  applied  to  the  external  opening,  and  ret¬ 
rained  by  an  elaftic  bandage.* * * §  This  method,  though 
apparently  ingenious,  is  rejeded  by  Mr.  Lœfîkr,  who 
has  feen  it  followed  with  colic,  conftipation  of  the 
bowels,  excoriation,  and  inflammation  of  the  fkin. 
Some  few  forgeons,  not  fatisfied  with  thefe  palliative 
methods,  have  been  induced  to  attempt  the  radical 
cure,  which  nature  herfelf  feems  to  point  out. 

Numerous  cafes  have  occurred,  where  the  foeces 
have  re  fumed  their  natural  courfe,  after  having  been 
evacuated  even  for  months,  from  a  wound  in  the 
abdomen,  fubfequent  to  an  operation  for  a  hernia. 
Mr.  Petit  mentions  a  cafe,  where  the  two  ends  of  the 
inteftine  hung  out  of  the  abdominal  ring,  granulated 
after  the  feparation  of  the  gangrenous  parts,  and 
were  confounded  with  the  furface  of  the  wound  by 
one  common  cicatrix  ;  and  the  foeces  afterwards  re- 
fumed  their  natural  courfe. f 

Mr.  Acrell  mentions  a  fimilar  cafe,  where  he 
feparated,  with  his  feiftors,  a  portion  of  gangrenous 
inteftine.  J 

A  number  of  fimilar  inftances  are  to  be  found  in 
different  writers,  as  in  Le  Dran,(|  Pott,§  Richard, 

*  Traité  des  Hernies,  traduit  par  Rougemont,  chap,  xxviii. 

f  Malad.  Chir.  tom.  ii.  p.  407. 

t  Obfervation,  p.  174. 
fl  Obferv.  de  Chir. 

§  Treatife  on  Hernia. 

4g  Obferv.  de  Med. 
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Journal  de  Médecine,*  the  Memoirs  of  a  Society 
of  Harlem, f  Effays  by  a  Society  of  Surgeons  at 
Copenhagen^ 

Encouraged  thus  by  the  refources  of  nature,  for¬ 
geons  fhould  certainly  avail  themfdves  of  the  efforts 
of  art,  and  their  want  of  foccefs,  hitherto,  has  cer¬ 
tainly  arofe  from  improper  methods  being  adopted,  in 
confequence  of  being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe.  Some,  not  regarding  the  invagination  of 
the  inteffine,  have  propofed  to  unite  externally  the 
divided  portions  of  the  gut,  according  to  Ramdhoffs 
method,  and  to  reduce  them  when  fofficiently  heal¬ 
ed.  ||  Others  have  recommended  the  obfervance  of 
a  ftridt  regimen,  as  a  means  likely  to  procure  a  re¬ 
union,  by  diminifhing  the  difcharge  of  fceces  ;  but, 
fortunately  for  the  patients,  thefe  two  fpeculative 
opinions  have  never  been  reduced  to  practice. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bruns  to  Mr.  Henkel  there 
is  a  cafe  related  of  a  preternatural  anus,  the  edges  of 
which,  after  having  been  previoufly  excoriated  by 
the  application  of  the  lapis  infernalis,  were  retained 
together  by  future  ;  the  edges  united,  but  the  wound 
broke  open  again  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Le  Cat  §  attempted  the  cure  of  a  woman  who 
had  a  preternatural  anus,  by  excoriating  the  edges  of 
the  wound,  and  bringing  them  together  by  means  of 
future  i  after  having  previoufly  dilated,  by  means  of 

*  Obf.  de  Duboucix,  tom.  xxxii.  Dufrefnoy,  tom.  xxxvii. 

De  Laborde,  ibid. 

f  Obf.  de  Funn,  tom.  i.  J  Obf.  de  Enfield. 

||  Richter,  chap,  xxviii.  p.162.  §  Tranfaéb  Phil* 
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a  canuîa,  that  portion  of  the  intefline  that  corres¬ 
ponded  with  the  anus  ;  but  the  protruded  portion  had 
acquired  fuch  a  confiderable  bulk,  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  irreducible.  Thefe  unfuccefsful  cafes  deterred 
Surgeons  from  making  new  attempts  ;  and  it  became* 
at  laft,  the  general  opinion,  that  the  cure  of  thefe  ca¬ 
fes  was  impoffible,  or,  at  lead,  attended  with  immi¬ 
nent  danger. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  pra&i  doners,  the  reduction 
of  the  intefline  is  even  attended  with  danger,  and  all 
have  conceived  it  impoHible  when  of  long  Handing 
and  of  a  con&derahle  fize  :  many  authors  aifo  men¬ 
tion,  that  the  part  of  the  intefline,  contiguous  to  the 
rectum,  becomes  clofed,  and  its  cavity  obliterated, 
Mr.  Richter  hirnfelf  is  not  free  from  this  prejudice  ; 
but  certainly  the  circumftance  of  the  invagination  of 
the  intefline  muft  have  efcaped  his  recollection,  as  it 
is  a  decided  proof  of  the  exiflence  of  a  cavity.  This, 
obliteration  has  yet  never  been  proved,  and  all  thofe 
who  have  attended  to  this  fubjeCt  are  of  opinion  that 
it  cannot  poflibly  take  place.  Monf.  Le  Cat,  on  dif- 
SeCting  a  fubject  where  the  fœces  had  not  palled 
through  the  reCtum  for  twelve  years,  difeovered  no 
obliteration. 

The  patient,  who  died  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  laft  Ja¬ 
nuary,  had  the  whole  inferior  part  of  the  inteftinal 
tube  entire,  though  a  little  contracted.  In  this  cale, 
nothing  had  palled  for  two  years  through  the  reCtum  ; 
and  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  ilium  had  been  de¬ 
stroyed  by  gangrene  ;  befides,  in  all  the  patients  of  this 
delcription,  the  mucus  of  the  intefline  has  been  evacu¬ 
ated 
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ated  from  time  to  time  ;  a  fadl  which  clearly  proves 
no  obliteration  could  poftibly  exift. 

Some  authors,  from  not  attending  to  the  Hate  of 
the  inteftine,  are  of  opinion  that  the  inteftine  paffes 
out  of  the  belly  in  its  ordinary  ftate,  and  that  it  is  not 
its  extremity  that  adheres  to  the  fkin  :  and,  for  this 
reafon,  they  are  apprehenfive  that  the  foeces  and 
mucus  will  be  diffufed  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo¬ 
men.* 

The  thicknefs  of  the  membranes  of  the  inteftine s 
is  a  more  ferious  objection  ;  it  has  always  been  viewed 
as  an  invincible  obftacle  to  the  reduction,  but  the  cafe 
we  have  related  proves  the  pofftbility  of  returning  the 
gut:  and,  from  analogy,  we  are  juftified  in  fuppoftng 
it  may  be  effected  ;  for,  in  cafes  of  prolapfus  ani  of 
long  Handing,  that  apparently,  from  their  bulk,  were 
irreducible,  gradual  and  methodical  preffure  has  been 
attended  with  fuccefs. 

Practitioners,  from  the  number  of  thefe  adhefions, 
ought  not  to  be  deterred  from  attempting  the  reduction  ; 
for,  fuppoftng  that  they  exift,  and  that  they  are  more 
dangerous  than  thofe  produced  by  inflammations  of  the 
abdomen,  yet  ftill  no  advantage  can  arife  from  leaving 
the  invaginated  portion  of  the  inteftine  out  of  the  abdo¬ 
men.  Befides,  fuch  a  practice  may  be  attended  with  the 
moft  fatal  confequences.  Mr.  Puy  has  feen  two  cafes 
that  terminated  fatally,  from  the  iflue  of  the  foeces  be¬ 
ing  flopped.-}*  Mr.  Lange  has  feen  the  gut  fo  diftended 


*  Richter,  chap.  xxix.  p.  1 68. 
f  Académie  de  Chirurgie. 
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with  blood,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  remove  th$ 
ftrangulation  by  an  incifion  into  the  abdomen.* 

Meffrs  Hoin  and  Le  Blanc  mention  inftances  of 
gangrene,  produced  by  ftrangulation  ;  j-  and  an  invalid, 
whofe  cafe  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sabatier,  was  near 
lofing  his  life  from  a  fimilar  caufe. 

From  the  cafes  and  obfervations  above-mentioned, 
Mr.  Default  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  found  and 
good  practice  indicates  the  propriety  of  returning  the 
intefcine  in  the  abdomen  ;  and  that  this  operation  is 
always  poiTible,  however  large  the  tumour,  and  how¬ 
ever  long  it  may  have  exifted.  When  this  is  effect¬ 
ed,  the  attention  fhould  be  directed  to  fuggeft  fome 
contrivance  to  retain  and  prevent  the  inteftine  from  a- 
gain  protruding.^  The  ivory  peffary,  which  has 
been  invented,  is  not  found  adequate  to  the  intention, 
as  the  inteftine  can  efcape  through  the  aperture  of  the 
infiniment,  and  become  a  new  means  of  ftrangu¬ 
lation  ;  be  fide s,  the  preffure  of  fo  hard  a  fubftance 
v/ill  neceffarily  bruife  the  furrounding  parts  ;  and,  if 
applied  with  a  fufficient  degree  of  force  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe  indicated,  the  preffure  would  he  infupportar 
ble.  The  foft  cufhion,  recommended  by  Mr.  Saba¬ 
tier,  and  the  fponge  of  Richter,  are  not  liable  to  the 
fame  objeClion  ;  but  ftiil  they  are  fubjecft  to  the  in¬ 
convenience  remarked  by  Lœfîler,  of  imbibing  the 

*  S mucker  vermifchte  chirurgifche  fchnfter,  tom.  2. 

f  Opérât,  de  Le  Blanc,  tom.  ii.  p.  445. 

Î  Mein  fur  les  Anus  contre  Nature.  Acad,  de  Chirurgie, 
tom.  v. 

difcharge 


(  *93  ) 


difcharge  of  the  thin  and  acrid  matter,  which  is  apt  to 
produce  excoriation  of  the  adjacent  parts. 

Mr.  Default  fuggefts  the  contrivance  of  a  tent  made 
of  linen,  with  the  addition  of  a  layer  of  lint  and  other 
compreffes,  kept  on  the  part  by  means  of  a  bandage, 
moderately  tight,  which  will  effectually  prevent  the 
protrufion  of  the  inteftine,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep 
up  a  fufficient  degree  of  dilatation  ;  and,  by  retaining 
the  foeces  in  the  intervals  of  drefling,  occafion  them 
to  remain  longer  in  the  inteftinal  tube,  and  more 
nourifhment  to  be  afforded  the  patient  ;  if  a  fmall 
quantity  of  the  fluid  fhould  efcape,  it  will  be  abforb- 
ed  by  the  lint,  and  produce  no  irritation  on  the  fkin. 
The  flight  colicky  fenfations,  which  are  confequent  to 
the  firft  application,  will  ceafe  in  a  few  days,  as  foon  as 
the  inteftine  is  accuftomed  to  its  prefence.  This  was 
the  firft  advantage  Mr.  Default  derived  from  this 
method,  nor  did  his  views  extend  farther  :  but,  from 
the  unexpected  fuccefs  of  the  bailor’s  cafe,  he  has 
hopes,  at  leaft,  fometimes  to  cure  a  difeafe,  hitherto 
fuppofed  irremediable.  This  cure  has  alfo  proved  the 
advantage  of  adopting  Ample  methods,  and  varying 
them  according  to  circumftances. 

In  the  preternatural  anus,  whether  it  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  abdomen,  or 
confequent  to  hernia  with  gangrene,  there  can  only 
t>e  two  ftates  of  the  inteftine  effentially  different  from 
each  other  ;  one  of  thefe,  and  which  indeed  moft  ge- 
nerally  occurs,  is  when  a  part  of  the  circumference 
of  the  gut  is  divided  ;  and  the  other,  when  the  divi¬ 
sion  has  been  .complété. 
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In  both  cafes,  from  the  procefs  of  inflammation,  the 
edges  of  the  divided  portion  of  this  canal  unite  with  the 
edges  of  the  integuments  and  furrounding  parts  ;  (this 
circumstance  uniformly  takes  place,  nor  has  it  been 
difproved  by  a  Angle  fa£t  ;)  and,  from  this  time,  the 
parieties  of  the  abdomen,  if  they  are  entire,  will 
form  a  fupplement  to  the  portion  of  the  canal,  which 
has  been  destroyed,  and  the  fœces  will  be  voided  by 
the  anus,  unlefs  the  portions  of  the  inteftine,  by  their 
mode  of  adhefion,  Should  form  an  angle  fufficiendy  a- 
cute  to  Stop  them  in  their  progreSs. 

The  wound  in  the  abdomen,  from  its  affording  an 
eafier  and  Shorter  ifliie  to  the  fœces  than  if  they  had  to 
pafs  through  the  whole  circumvolutions  of  the  intef- 
tines,  and  the  difeafed  State  of  that  canal,  are  the-  ef¬ 
ficient  caufes  of  the  preternatural  anus*  that  is  to  fay, 
of  the  fœcal  difcharge  from  the  abdomen.  But  there 
is  another  fecondary  caufe,  not  leis  powerful  in  its  ef¬ 
fect  :  this  is  the  contraction  which  takes  place  in  that 
part  of  the  intestine  corresponding  to  the  reCtum.  But 
are  thefe  caufes  Sufficiently  powerful  to  preclude  the  af- 
fiflance  of  art  ?  The  firSt,  that  is  to  lay,  the  opening  of 
the  abdomen,  is  certainly  not  an  invincible  obstacle,  be- 
caufe  in  hernia,  attended  with  gangrene,  the  fœces  often 
take  their  natural  courfe  after  paffing  through  the  abdo¬ 
minal  opening,  and  Mr.  Default  is  of  opinion  that  this 
accident  of  a  preternatural  anus  does  not  occur  fo  fre¬ 
quently  after  thefe  cafes  as  formerly,  which  certainly 
may  be  attributed  to  the  prefent  methodical  and  at¬ 
tentive  manner  of  dreSfing  wounds  of  this  de¬ 
fer  iption.  A  tent*  anfwering  the  intention  of  a  plug, 

might 
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might  fupply  the  defect  of  continuity  in  the  parie  tes  of 
the  abdomen.  But  this  is  not  all  ?  the  portions  of  the 
inteftine  often  form  an  angle  at  the  part  where  the  fe- 
paration  has  taken  place. 

This  angle  affords  more  or  lefs  refiftance  to  the 
paffage  of  the  fceces,  (agreeable  to  the  remark  of  Mr. 
Morand,)  according  as  it  is  more  or  lefs  acute,  and 
there  is  no  method  of  removing  this  obftacle,  but  by 
enlarging  the  angle,  formed  by  the  fegments  of  the 
inteftine,  by  feparating  them  from  each  other.  Mr. 
Default  is  of  opinion  that  long  tents  made  of  linen, 
introduced  ana  fixed  into  the  two  ends  of  the  inteftine, 
will  anfwer  the  indication,  by  cringing  together  gradu¬ 
ally  the  divided  portions  of  inteftine  in  a  lirait  line. 
By  this  plan,  he  thinks  the  upper  end  of  the  portion  of 
inteftine,  correfponding  with  the  re&um,  will  be  di¬ 
lated,  and  thus  the  fgeces  will  gradually  take  their  na¬ 
tural  courfe.* 

The  methods  here  recommended  may  perhaps  be 
the  means  of  reftoring  to  fociety  a  number  of  thofe  af- 
fedted  with  the  above-mentioned  complaint,  even  fup- 
pofing  that  a  cure  cannot  ever  be  effected,  which  the 
cafe  of  the  failor  abfolutely  contradidls.  No  inconve¬ 
nience  can  arife  from  the  attempt  ;  and  patients,  who 
have  fubmitted  to  this  treatment,  have  been  able  to  re¬ 
tain  at  will  the  alimentary  matter,  and  of  courfe  were  in 
no  danger  of  dying  of  inanition,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
have  been  exempt  from  the  ferious  and  fometimes 
fatal  confequence  of  ftrangulation. 


$he 


*  Acad,  de  Chir.  et  Acad,  de  Sciences,  p.  249. 
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f he  Sailor  y  whoje  Cafe  has  been  related ,  returned  to  the.. 
Hotel  Dieu  in  a  Situation  extremely  unexpected. 

*■  w 

FOR  the  fpace  of  five  months  after  his  difmiflion 
from  the  hofpital,  he  was  in  every  particular  per¬ 
fectly  well,  nor  had  he  experienced  the  (lighted:  incon¬ 
venience,  His  {tools  (till  continued  their  natural  courfe. 
Prefuming  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  he  acçuf- 
tomed  himfelf  to  violent  exercife  and  exertions  of 
perfonal  ilrength,  to  prove  his  vigour  to  his.  fellow- 
countrymen,  who  had  feen  him  in  his  former  deplo¬ 
rable  fituation  a  few  months  fmce.  «^~This  conduCt 
'was  attended  with  very  ferions  confequ.ences,  In  at¬ 
tempting  to  lift  a  calk  of  wine  for  a  wager,  his  ban¬ 
dage  broke  :  as  it  was  attended  with  no  pain,  it  did 
not  at  the  time  excite  his  attention,  nor  prevent  him 
from  winning  his  wager.  He  walked  for  two  hours 
afterwards  with  a  handkerchief  round  his  waift.  The 
intefline  was  engaged  in  the  abdominal  aperture,  (which 
was  Hill  open,)  and  protruded  about  fix  inches  in  the 
fpace  of  an  houp,  that  tranfpired,  before  he  arrived 
home.  After  he  had  attempted  the  reduction  him¬ 
felf,  he  called  in  the  affiftance  of  the  furgeons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  whole  endeavours  were  equally  unfuc- 
cefsful.  This  was  on  the  4th  of  March. 

In  this  fituation  he  returned  to  Paris,  Unable  to 
bear  the  motion  of  a  cart,  he  was  obliged  to  walk, 
and  to  have  a  veflfel  between  the  thighs  to  receive  the 
fœces.  The  lwelling  and  pain  he  experienced  com¬ 
pelled 
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pelled  him  to  apply  for  afiiftance  at  the  different  ho£ 
pitals  in  his  way  to  Paris,  where  he  arrived,  and  was 
admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  31ft  of  March. 
The  next  day,  as  his  pulfe  was  full  and  plethoric,  he 
was  ordered  to  be  bled.  The  tumour  was  equally 
hard,  though  lefs  in  fize,  as  when  he  firfb  applied  for 
affiftance,  flx  months  before  this  period.  Compref- 
fion,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  was  continued  for 
fix  days.  It  is  poffible  that  the  redudtion  might  have 
been  effeôled  fooner,  but  Mr.  Default  wifhed,  previ¬ 
ous  to  its  attempt,  that  the  parts  fliould  regain  their 
natural  (late.  It  was  reduced  with  the  greateft  eafe, 
and  its  re-protrufion  prevented  by  proper  compreffes, 
affifled  by  the  application  of  an  elaftic  bandage.  Symp¬ 
toms  of  naufea  and  vomiting  came  on  fubfequent  to 
the  replacement  of  the  intefline,  but  ceafed  in  a- 
bout  two  hours,  after  fome  flight  colicky  fenfations 
that  preceded  a  copious  and  very  loofe  ftool.  The 
next  night  and  following  day  he  was  attacked  with 
diarrhoea,  which  continued  till  the  fécond  day,  when 
the  fceces  became  tolerably  confiftent  3  and,  on  the 
9th  of  April,  no  fceces  paffed  by  the  abdominal  a-, 
perture,  and  he  was,  in  every  particular,  as  well  as  be¬ 
fore  his  relapfe. 

Mr.  Default  mentions  two  cafes  that  were  at  that 
time  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  different  in  their  nature,  yet 
both  of  them  complicated  ;  one,  at  the  time  of  wri¬ 
ting  this  memoir,  voided  his  fceces  by  the  anus  :  the 
difcharge  from  the  abdominal  aperture  was  trifling,  and 
every  circumftance  announced  a  Ipeedy  and  fuccefsful 

termination.  .  -  ; 

Cafe 


C  *98  ) 


Cafe  of  a  Luxation  of  the  Foot  outwards ,  and  of  thé 
Aftragalus  upward  and  forwards 

[By  Mr.  Plaignand,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

PETER  Phirre,  a  gardener,  on  the  28th  of  Fetn 
1788,  fell  from  the  top  of  a  tree,  about  24  feet 
in  height.  The  whole  weight  of  his  body  pre fifed 
on  his  left  foot,  under  which  was  a  round  middling-* 
fized  (tone.  He  felt  fqmelhing  tear  in  his  foot,  which 
was  accompanied  with  exquifite  pain  :  his  bufferings 
were  aggravated  by  attempting  to  rife,  and  he  was 
under  the  neceftity  of  waiting  till  he  had  affirtance 
to  remove  him  to  bed.  The  furgeon  that  was  fent 
for,  con  fide  ring  it  as  a  very  ferious  accident,  advi- 
fed  him  to  apply  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where  he  was 
admitted  twelve  hours  after  the  accident.  The  back  of 
the  foot  was  dire  died  outwards,  and  its  external  fide 
downwards.  The  inferior  part  of  the  os  calcis  an- 
fwered  to  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  tibia  ;  the 
aftragalus  was  felt  under  the  integuments,  before  the 
tibia,  above  the  os  cuboides  and  the  laft  cuniform 
bone,  and  admitted  of  being  eafily  moved.  The  heel 
was  turned  outwards,  and  the  tendo  Achilles  fituated 
behind  the  fibula.  The  pain  that  the  patient  endured 
was  exquifite. 

Mr.  Default,  emboldened  by  the  fuccefs  he  had 
met  with  in  limiter  cafes,  did  not  hefitate  to  attempt 
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the  reduction.  The  patient  was  laid  upon  his  back? 
whilft:  an  affiftant  held  the  fuperior  part  of  the  leg, 
with  the  intention  of  maintaining  a  counter-extenfion  : 
whilft  another  kept  up  an  extenfion,  by  embracing 
with  his  right  hand  the  back  of  the  foot,  and  with 
his  left  the  pofterior  part  of  the  heel;  and,  by  this 
conduct,  the  foot  was  brought  back  to  its  natural 
fituation  without  much  difficulty.  The  aftragalus 
refttd  on  the  back  of  the  foot.  To  reduce  it,  the 
extenfion  was  augmented,  till  there  was  a  fufficient 
fpace  between  the  tibia  and  os  calcis  to  admit  of  the 
aftragalus.  Then  the  furgeon  embraced  the  foot  with 
the  palms  of  his  hands,  whilft  he  puffied  in  the  aftragalus 
by  the  affiftance  of  his  thumbs.  The  reduction  took 
place  without  noife,  and  it  was  known  to  have  taken 
place,  by  the  fhape  of  the  foot,  its  admitting  of 
motion,  and  by  the  fubfidence  of  pain. 

Compreftes  of  aq.  vegito  were  applied,  the  leg 
and  foot  placed  as  a  fradture  :  from  the  ftate  of 
the  pulfe,  it  was  thought  proper  to  bleed  him.  The 
pains  towards  evening  were  a  little  aggravated,  but 
gave  way  to  fomentations  of  the  aq.  veg.  renewed 
every  two  hours. 

On  the  next  day,  there  was  a  little  ecchymofis  at  the 
ankles,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  foot  a  little  increafed 
fince  the  evening  before.  The  pulfe  yet  indicated 
the  propriety  of  two  more  bleedings,  which  was 
done  on  the  third  and  fourth  day.  On  the  5th,  the 
patient  fuffered  little  ;  and,,  as  the  fwelling  was  dimi- 
nifhed,  the  frequency  of  fomentation  was  difcontinued  •, 
but,  the  pains  returning,  they  w7ere  again  had  recourfe 
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to.  The  eafe  they  produced  was  worthy  of  remark  * 
by  the  eighth  day,  the  ecchymofis  of  the  foot  was  dif- 
fipated  and  the  pain  fupportable. 

On  the  15th,  the  dreffmgs  were  left  off,  and  the 
foot  admitted  of  a  flight  degree  of  motion  in  different 
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directions,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  was  fre¬ 
quently  repeated,  to  prevent  the  rigidity  that  might  be 
eonfequent  to  inflammation  and  reft. 

On  the  1 8  th,  the  patient  got  out  of  bed:  and  began 
to  reft  on  his  foot,  on  the  26th,  with  the  afliftance  of  a 
ftick.  He  walked  tolerably  well;  and,  eight  days  afters 
wards,  this  fupport  was  unneceffary.  On  the  39th,  he 
was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  perfectly  able  to  walk 
without  limping  or  difficulty. 

The  hiftory  of  this  cafe  may  throw  confiderable 
light  on  the  treatment  of  luxations  of  the  foot;  and 
fome  others,  of  a  very  interefting  defcription,  will 
foon  be  publilhed. 
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Cafe  of  a  fpurious  Aneurifm  of  the  brachial  Artery 

cured  by  an  Operation. 

ON  the  ill;  of  January,  179T,  at  midnight,  Mr. 

Default  was  called  in  by  a  furgeon,  who,  two 
hours  before,  in  opening  the  bafilicic  vein,  had  the 
misfortune  to  wound  thé  brachial  artery.  From  the 
account  of  all  who  were  prefent  at  the  operation,  the 
blood  came  out  by  jerks,  with  much  force,  and  was 
thrown  to  a  confiderable  diflance.  They  obferved  it  was 
of  a  vermilion  colour,  that  a  great  quantity  was  dif- 
charged  in  a  little  time,  and  that  much  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  flopping  it.  Below  the  bending  of  the 
çlbow,  a  tumour  was  obferved  of  confiderable  extent, 
deep,  and  foft  :  the  integuments  were  of  their  natural 
colour.  This  tumour  pulfated  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  artery,  and  thefe  pullations  fecmed  to  extend  from 
the  centre  of  the  tumour  to  all  points  of  its  circumfe¬ 
rence; 

Convinced,  from  thefe  circumfcances,  of  the  exig¬ 
ence  of  a  primitive  fpurious  ane  irifm,  Mr.  Default 
conceived,  that,  as  compreffion  had  been  ufed  in  fome 
cafes  with  fuccefs,  in  this  indance  it  might  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  advantage.  In  confequence,  he  applied,  o- 
ver  the  part  that  had  been  pricked,  graduated  thick 
comprelTes,  that  the  preffure  might  be  confiderable, 
which  he  retained  on  the  part  by  a  bandage  three  ells 
in  length  and  three  fingers  in  breadth  :  he  paffied  it  in 
the  fame  way  as  in  bleeding,  except  with  a  greater  de- 
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gree  of  tightnefs,  and  pafied  more  of  it  above  and 
below  the  bending  of  the  elbow.  During  three  days 
that  this  bandage  was  worn,  the  patient  was  able  to 
lleep  ;  bug  in  confequence  of  the  considerable  fwel- 
ling  of  the  fore-arm,  from  the  tightnefs  of  the  ban¬ 
dage,  it  was  removed-,  and  another  more  loofely  ap¬ 
plied.  -y  which  was  palled  on-  the  fore -arm  as-  far  as  the 
hand. 

The  fwdling  and  tendon  foon  diminished,  but,  on 
the  eighth  day,  he  experienced  confiderable  pain* 
which  produced  the  fame  fymptoms  as  before.  Mr.- 
Default,  deiirous  of  avoiding  a  ferious  operation,  re- 
folved  to  attempt  a  mode  of  compreflion  exempt 
from  the  inconvenience  ufoally  attendant  on  the  ordi¬ 
nary  method.  To  anfwer  this  intention,  he  ufed  a  hoi* 
low  tin  machine,  lining  the  cavity  with  foft  cufhions 
it  formed  an  obtufe  angle  at  the  elbow,  to  admit  of  the 
arm  and  fore -arm  being  in  a  Hate  of  flexion.  This 
machine  was  of  a  fufficient  length  to  extend  from  one-^ 
third 'of  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm  as  far  as  the 
wrift,  and  fufficiently  wide  to  cover  the  pofterior  half 
of  the  parts  juft  mentioned. 

On  this  machine,  the  bandage  was  re-applied. 
Tliis  method,  without  the  preflure  on  the  opening  of 
the  artery  being  diminifhed,  rendered  the  compreffion-. 
on  the  other  parts  quite  trifling;  for,  the  machine,  on 
which  the  turns  of  the  bandage  was  expended,  ha¬ 
ving  paflfed  over' the  artery,  formed  every-where  an 
equal  defire  of  preflure  ;  and,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  artery  might  be  Strongly  compreflfed,  without  ap- 
prehenfion  of  any  fwdling  of  the  fore-arm. 
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All  the  advantages  of  this  contrivance  were  not  de- 
rived  in  confequence  of  die  fatnefs  of  die  patient  3  and 
the  effufed  blood,  which  was  trifling  in  the  early 
part  of  the  complaint,  had  infenflbly  extended  along 
die  anterior  part  of  the  fore-arm  behind  the  aponeu- 
rofls,  where  it  was  confiderable  :  at  the  inferior  part 
of  the  arm  it  was  much  lefs.  The  integuments,  that 
covered  the  tumour  at  the  part  where  the  orifice  was 
made,  were  livid  and  yellow  ;  in  the  adjoining  parts* 
the  kail  motion  of  the  hand  produced  confiderable 
pain. 

The  panent,  worn  out  with  the  tedioufnefs  of  the 
complaint,  wiflied  ardently  for  an  operation,  which 
he  iuppofed  would  terminate  in  a  cure*  Thefe  cir- 
cumiiances,  together  with  the  impoffibilky  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  farther  effufion  of  blood  by  any  other 
method,  determined  Mr.  Default  to  make  a  ligature 
on  the  artery,  which  was  done  fixteen  days  after  the 
accident. 

The  bed  was  placed  in  the  mod  favourable  fitua- 
tion,  with  refpedl  to  the  light  ;  and  the  patient's  head 
and  bread  a  little  elevated  by  pillows,  and  the  found 
arm  turned  from  the  light  :  the  afreéted  arm  was 
held  at  fome  didance  from  the  trunk,  and  the  fore¬ 
arm  kept  in  a  date  of  extenfion,  and  the  part  to  be 
operated  on  turned  upwards.  An  affidant,  on  the 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Default,  compreifed  the  axillary 
artery }  as  it  paffes  behind  the  clavicle  over  the  fird  rib, 
by  means  of  a  cufhion,  which  he  held  in  his  right 
hand  ;  and,  with  his  left  hand,  prelfed  another  cufhion 
âgaind  the  fame  artery  as  it  paffes  under  the  hollow 
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the  axilla  :  by  this  means,  no  hæmorrîiage  could 
happen  from  the  brachial  artery.  A  fécond  affiftant 
was  employed  in  fixing  the  fore-arm  ;  and  a  third 
was  entrufted  with:  the  inftruments  and  drefilngs. 

Mr.  Default,  placing  himfelf  on  the  outfide  of  the 
arm,  made  an  incifion  four  inches  in  length  in  the 
eourfe  of  the  artery.  He  began  it  two  inches  below 
the  orifice  made  in  bleeding,  and  continued  it  upwards, 
along  the  internal  edge  of  the  biceps.  The  ceUm 
kr  fubftance,  which  was  divided  in  the  firft  incifiony 
was  tinged  with  blood.  The  aponeurofis  at  the 
bottom  of  the  wound  was  cautioufly  divided  ;  the 
effufion  of  blood  was  immediately  confide rable  ;  and 
fame  from  the  artery  was  thrown  by  jerks  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftanee.  The  affiftant  kept  up  the  preffure, 
whilft  Mr.  Default  fearehed  for  the  artery  among  the 
cellular  fubftance  and  aponeurofis^  which  he  lifted  up 
with  a  hollow  found.  The  wound  having;  been  well 
cleared  from  the  grumous  blood,  the  artery  was  dif- 
engaged  from  the  adjoining  parts,,,  a  little  above  the 
part  where  it  had  been  wounded  in.  bleeding..  Mr.- 
Default,  having  firft  raifed  the  median  nerve,,  railed  the 
artery  with  his  finger  and  thumb,  and  palled  under¬ 
neath  a  crooked  needle,  rounded  at  its  points  and 
fid  es,  armed  with  two  ftrong  waxed-thread  ligatures. 
Having  divided  the  ligatures  near  the  needle,  and, 
leparated  them,  he  made  a  furgeon’s  knot  with  that, 
which  was  next,  the  orifice  of  the  artery,  fufficiently 
tight  to  prevent  haemorrhage  :  this  was  fecured  by 
another  fimple  knot.  The  ends  of  the  other  ligature 
were  left  out  of  the  edges  of  the  wound,  to  afford 
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an  opportunity  of  fecuring  the  artery,  if  the  firft 
fhould  by  any  accident  get  loofed.  Two  other 
ligatures  were  then  palled  below  the  opening  of  the 
artery  ;  the  one  next  to  the  binding  of  the  arm  was 
Secured,  and  the  other  left  loofe,  as  a  provifionary  li¬ 
gature  in  cafe  of  accident. 

Thefe  ligatures,  above  and  below  the  orifice,  were 
drawn  iufficiently  tight  to  prevent  haemorrhage,  but 
Hill  there  was  a  little  difcharge  of  blood  when  die 
eomprefiion  was  taken  off,  which  probably  came  from 
a  collateral  branch,  fituated  between  the  two  liga¬ 
tures.  It  was  fecured  by  including  the  orifice  of  the 
artery  itfelf  in  a  third  ligature,  larger  than  the  other 
two. 

Mr.  Default,  after  carefully  cleaning  the  wound 
fjom  the  grumous  blood,  feparated  the  ligatures  that 
were  tied  from  thofe  that  were  left  as  provifionary 
ones,  and  left  them  on  the  outfide.  The  wound  was 
lightly  drefied  with  lint  dipped  in  colophony,  and,  o- 
ver  the  whole,  Mr.  Default  palled  a  bandage  drawn 
moderately  tight. 

The  patient,  who  fupported  the  operation  with  he-, 
roic  courage,  was  then  put  to  bed,  and  the  arm  repo^- 
fed  on  a  foft  pillow,  and  placed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  elbow  was  lower  than  the  band  and  the  fu^ 
perior  part  of  the  arm.  The  part  was  covered  with  a 
warm  linen  cloth  frequently  doubled. 

The  reft  of  the  day  he  was  tolerably  eafy,  and  was 
reftlefs  only  a  little  towards  the  evening,  from  a  prick¬ 
ing  fenfation  he  felt  about  the  elbow.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  night  the  draftings  were  flightly  tinged  with  a 

P  3  ferous 


(  20  6  ) 

ferons  difcharge,  which  is  generally  confequent  to  o- 
perations  of  this  nature.  To  be  perfectly  fatisfied, 
however,  Mr.  Default  changed  the  compte  lies.  The 
next  evening  the  pulfe  wras  a  little  railed  :  he  was  at 
this  time  fubjeci  to  a  cough  with  retention  of  u- 
rine,  for  which  he  was  obliged  to  wear  a  hollow  bou¬ 
gie  of  the  elaflic  gum.  On  the  third  day,  the  fmell 
of  the  dreffings  indicated  an  approaching  fuppuradon  : 
at  this  time,  there  v/as  little  fever  :  he  flept  part  of 
the  night.  The  next  night  he  did  not  deep  equally 
well,  from  his  cough  being  rather  troublefome,  ac¬ 
companied  v/ith  a  (light  indigefiion,  occafioned  fronp 
eating  forne  rice  cream. 

By  the  fifth  day,  fome  doffils  of  lint,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  wound,  were  detached  by  fuppuradon,  which 
were  replaced  by  others.  The  upper  ligature  fell  off 
the  next  day,  without  a  drop  of  blood  being  effufed  ; 
the  fuppuradon  was  abundant  and  of  a  good  quality  ; 
and,  ,as  the  fwelling  of  the  fore-arm  iubiided,  he  gra¬ 
dually  regained  the  motion  of  his  hand.  The  proba¬ 
tions  of  the  radial  artery,  which  were  at  frit  feeble, 
recovered  their  natural  force  :  the  patient  already  took 
folid  nourifhment,  and  recovered  his  11  re nwn  fuffici- 
ently  fait  to  get  up  in  eight  days  after  the  operation. 
On  the  tenth  day,  the  middle  ligature  was  cut,  as  it 
admitted  of  being  moved  ;  but  the  lower  one  re¬ 
mained  fixed.  On  the  thirteenth,  the  bottom  of  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  wound  healed  extremely  faff, 
and  was  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  but  the  inferior  angle  had  a  very  different  ap¬ 
pearance  '3  and,  when  the  fore-arm  was  palled  from 
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.below  upwards,  there  was  a  confiderable  difcharge  of 
matter.  Its  accumulation  was  prevented  by  the  inter*- 
pofition  of  a  doffil  of  lint,  which  kept  the  edges  of 
the  wound  feparate  from  each  odier.  The  fuppura- 
tion  foon  diminifhed,  and  it  was  now  deemed  fufficient 
to  drefs  the  wound  once  inftead  of  twice  a  day  ;  and, 
to  give  greater  freedom  to  the  fore-arm,  all  compref- 
fes  were  left  off,  and  a  fimple  bandage  applied  immedi¬ 
ately  over  the  lint.  At  this  period  the  patient  was  rather 
deprelfed  in  his  fpirits,  and  experienced  fome  uneaiT- 
nefs  in  his  bowels.  From  the  ufe  of  fome  herb  broth 
fome  bilious  evacuations  were  procured,  but  hill  the 
digeftive  organs  were  deranged.  Two  grains  of  eme¬ 
tic  tartar,  given  in  a  confiderable  quantity  of  drink, 
produced  a  better  effect  ;  and  a  purgative  emulfion, 
taken  two  days  afterwards,  completed  the  cure, 

A  few  days  after,  the  fuppuration  at  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  arm  entirely  ceafed,  and  the  inferior  part 
of  the  wound  began  to  cicatrize.  The  twenty-third 
day,  the  patient  went  out  of  the  houfe  for  the  firft 
time  j  the  motions  cf  flexion  and  extenfion  of  the 
fore -arm  and  hand  were  performed  without  inconve¬ 
nience.  The  difpofitjon  to  cicatrization  feemed,  at 
this  time,  to  diminifh,  and  the  granulations  became 
pale  and  luxuriant,  and,  to  remove  this  to  give  them 
tone,  they  were  touched  with  the  lapis  infernalis  ;  and, 
by  the  41ft  day,  the  operation  of  the  wound  was 
perfectly  healed. 
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Oljerv aliens  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  urinary  Oxgany^ 


Retention  of  Urine ,  'produced  by  Debauchery . 

THIS  fpecies  of  retention  is  extremely  analogous, 
to  that  produced  by  old  age,  both  are  indepen¬ 
dent  of  any  pre-exiftent  affedion  of  the  bladder,  and 
arife  only  from  languid  adtion  and  general  debility  ; 
the  attack,  the  progrefs,  and  the  fymptoms,  of  this 
difeafe  are  precifely  the  fame  as  that  ^yhich  arifes  from 
old  age,  with  this  difference  only  in  their  pre-dilpo- 
fmg  caufe  :  in  the  one,  the  de  fed  of  irritability  arifes 
from  old  age,  and,  in  the  other,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
incontinence.  In  the  firft  cafe,  it  depends  on  flow  and 
natural  old  age  3  in  the  other,  it  is  premature  and  un¬ 
natural. 

Of  the  different  exceffes  which  tend  to,  enervate  the 
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conftitution,  there  is  none  more  prejudicial  than  the 
pleafures  of  love.  On  the  one  hand,  nothing  pro¬ 
duces  weaknefs  fo  foon  as  the  lofs  of  the  feminal  fluid  3 
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and,  on  the  other,  the  ipafm,  which  accompanies  the 
emiffion,  enervates  the  folids,  and  throws  the  body, 
in  the  flower  of  youth,  into  all  the  infirmities  of  en- 
feebled  old  age.  Tiflfot,  in  his  effay  of  onanifm,  has 
given  a  detail  of  the  horrid  fymptoms  produced  by  the 
abufe  of  that  paffion.  The  bladder,  like  all  the  other 
vifeera,  becomes  lefs  irritable,  and  pofleffes  no  more 
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force  than  is  fuffident  to  expel  the  urine  :  from  this 
arifes  retention. 

We  fhall  not  repeat  here  the  diagnoftic  figns  of  re-r 
tention  which  depend  on  weaknefs  of  the  bladder:  by 
the  commemorative  fymptoms  only  we  can  diftin^ 
guifh  it  from  that  which  is  occafioned  by  old  age. 

The  prognollic  is  more  favourable  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  ;  for,  if  the  patient  has  a  good  conftitution, 
and  not  in  the  laft  flage  of  marafmus,  this  retention 
may  be  radically  cured.  The  elaftic  gum  catheter  left 
in  the  bladder  is  one  of  the  moil  powerful  means  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  cure  of  this  complaint  :  it  not  only  af¬ 
fords  an  eafy  paffage  to  the  urine,  and  excites  the  irri¬ 
tability  of  the  bladder,  by  ftimulating  its  mufcular  li¬ 
bres,  but  its  confiant  prefence  in  the  urethra  prevents 
the  patients  from  indulging  that  depraved  padion, 
which  was  the  original  caufe  of  their  misfortune  ;  be- 
fides,  the  irritation  produced  by  the  catheter  is  even 
propagated  to  the  vafa  deferentia,  gives  tone  to  thefe 
canals,  the  relaxation  of  which  produced  the  frequent 
emiffions  that  took  place  on  the  flightefb  exertion,  or 
effort  to  go  to  ftool  :  for  this  fingle  reafon,  thefe  elaf- 
tic  bougies  fhould  be  had  recourfe  to,  to  cure  the  weak¬ 
nefs  occafioned  by  the  lofs  of  femen,  even  if  retention 
did  not  exili. 

Medicated  bougies  have  been  employed  with  this 
intention  j  but  they  are  fubjedt  to  many  inconve¬ 
niences.  Firft,  the  ointment  that  is  added  is  ufelels  ; 
for,  from  experience,  we  learn  that  the  effedt  they 
produce  is  to  be  attributed  to  their  prefence  in  the 
urethra,  as  an  extraneous  body,  and  not  to  the  nature 
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of  any  medicament  entering  their  compofitk>n,  ex~ 
cepting  thofe  of  a  cauflic  or  efcarotic  nature.  Secondly, 
thefe  bougies,  lefs  in  fize  at  the  ends  that  enter  the 
bladder,  do  not  fill  up  that  part  of  the  urethra,  where 
the  vafa  deferentia  terminate,  confequently  they  do 
not  effectually  oppofe  the  evacuation  of  the  femen. 
Thirdly,  they  cannot  be  conftandy  worn,  but  are  o- 
Joliged  to  be  withdrawn  every  time  the  patient  has  oc- 
cafion  to  make  water,  which  is  inconvenient  and  ex- 
penfive.  Fourthly,  they  are  fubject  to  break  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  ;  and,  if  not  well  fecured  to  the  penis,  are  apt  tq 
flip  into  the  bladder.  The  elaflic  bougies  are  not  lia¬ 
ble  to  any  of  thefe  objections.* 

But,  while  thefe  local  remedies  are  had  recourfe  to, 
the  weak  and  relaxed  ftate  of  the  general  fyflem  fhould 
be  attended  to.  The  cold  bath,  mineral  waters,  bark, 
&c.  form  the  bafis  of  this  treatment.  The  effeCt  of 
thefe  medicines  fliould  be  feconded  by  the  judicious 
ufe  of  the  fix  non-naturals  ;  fuch  as  pure  air,  fuccu- 
lent  and  light  food,  tranquil  fleep,  confiant  exercife  of 
the  body,  moderate  evacuations,  and  a  proper  regu- 

*  This  unfortunate  accident  happens  too  frequently.  Mr. 
Default  has  feen  many  inftances  and,  for  a  cafe  of  this  nature,  he 
invented  a  pair  of  pincers  in  a  fheath,  bent  like  a  catheter,  with  a 
view  of  extracting  this  extraneous  body,  by  the  way  of  the  urethra. 
On  the  dead  he  fucceeded,  but  was  not  equally  fortunate  in  the  pa¬ 
tient  for  whom  this  initrument  was  exprefsly  invented.  The  ex¬ 
treme  fenfibility  of  the  bladder  would  not  admit  of  the  neceflary 
refearches  ;  and,  to  effeCt  the  extraction,  he  was  obliged  to  cut  him 
in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  (tone. 
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lation  of  the  paffions  of  the  mind,  particularly  that 
which  has  produced  the  malady  in  queftion. 


Retention  of  Urine,  produced  by  the  Abufe  of  Diuretics , 
HE  immoderate  ufe  of  either  warm  or  cold  diu- 


JL  reties  equally  tend  to  produce  this  difeafe. 
The  firft,  by  not  diffidently  (Emulating  the  fibres  of 
the  bladder,  produces  relaxation  ;  the  fécond  deftroys, 
by  ufe,  the  fenfibility  of  that  vifeus.  In  this  lad  cafe, 
the  bladder,  accuftomed  to  the  addon  of  irritating  di¬ 
uretics,  is  not  capable  of  fufficient  contradion^  when 
the  ufe  of  other  remedies  is  relinquiffied. 

It  mud  be  allowed,  that  this  realon  is  more  fpecu- 
lative  than  pradical,  nor  can  we  fupport  it  by  any  one 
cafe  ;  but  dill  it  may  be  fomething  analogous  to  the 
effeds  of  warm  liquors  on  the  ftomach. 

Retention  of  urine,  occafioned  by  the  ufe  of  diu¬ 
retics,  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  from  that  confequent 
to  debauchery  and  old  age,  but  from  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  drinking  confiderable  quantities  previous  to 
any  derangement  of  the  excretory  organs. 

The  local  treatment  ffiould  be  the  fame  as  in  the 
retentions  we  have  before  treated  of;  and,  if  the  in- 
trodudion  of  the  hollow  bougie  is  not  fufficient  to  re¬ 
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call  the  fallibility  of  the  bladder  and  excite  its  con- 
£radion,  we  fhould  have  recourfe  to  the  cold  bath  ; 
ice -water  thrown  on  the  abdomen,  the  perinæum,  and 
the  fuperior  parts  of  the  thighs  ;  compreftes,  dipped  in 
vinegar,  applied  to  thefe  parts  ;  dry  fridions  on  the 
hypogaftric  region,  with  volatile  liniment,  or  tindure 
of  cantharides. 

If  thefe  means  are  not  fufficient  to  reftore  the  con- 
tradile  force  of  the  bladder,  a  large  blifter  fhould  be 
applied  on  the  loins  and  the  fuperior  part  of  the  os  fa- 
crum.  As  the  objed,  by  the  application  of  this  blif¬ 
ter,  is  only  to  Simulate  the  fibres  of  the  blad-der,  we 
do  not  wifh  it  to  fuppurate,  confequently  the  cuticle 
ought  not  to  be  raifed,  but  foft  linen  fhould  only  be 
applied  to  the  part.  In  a  few  days,  the  application 
of  the  blifter  ,  may  be  re-applied  on  the  fame  part. 
We  have  not  had  occafion  to  employ  them  in  thefe 
cafes,  but  are  perfuaded  they  would  be  attended  with 
fuccefs. 


* 

Of  Retention  of  Urine ,  dependant  on  Affeïïion  of  the 

Nerves  of  the  Bladder . 

THESE  nerves  may  be  affeded  at  their  origin,  or 
in  their  courfe.  Injuries  of  the  brain  are  rarely 

followed  with  retention  of  urine,  but  are  often  confe- 

quent 
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quent  to  injuries  of  the  fpinal  marrow.  Commotion 
of  the  medullary  fubftance  from  blows  or  fhocks  on 
the  vertebrae,  its  diftenfion  from  diflocations  or  frac¬ 
tures  of  the  fpine,  &c.  its  compreffion  by  blood,  pus, 
or  water,  effufed  in  the  vertebral  canal,  by  the  fwell- 
ing  of  the  bones  of  the  vertebræ  themfelves,  and  their 
different  difeafes  ;  thefe  are  fo  many  caufes  of  this 
fpecies  of  retention.  It  may  alfo  be  produced  by  tu¬ 
mours  compreffing  the  nerves  in  different  parts  in 
their  paffage  to  the  bladder.  The  compreffion  of  the 
whole  of  thefe  nerves  is  not  neceffary  to  produce  re¬ 
tention,  the  compreffion  of  a  few  filaments  will  weak¬ 
en  the  adtion  of  that  vifcus. 

When  retention  of  urine  is  produced  by  an  affection 
©f  the  fpinal  marrow,  infenfibility  and  weaknefs  of  the 
lower  extremities  are  always  the  concomitant  fymp- 
toms.  The  patients  fuffer  little,  are  ignorant  of  their 
fituation,  and  complain  of  no  derangement  of  the  uri¬ 
nary  organs. 

The  furgeons,  aware  that  this  accident  is  extremely 
common  in  thefe  difeafes,  fhould  inquire  if  the  courfe 
of  urine  is  interrupted,  and  fatisfy  himfelf  of  this  fadt 
by  preffure  on  the  region  of  the  bladder,  or  by  paffing 
a  catheter. 

This  fpecies  of  retention,  fuppofing  no  pre-exiflent 
difeafe  of  the  bladder,  is  purely  fymptomatic,  and  is 
in  itlelf  of  little  moment  ;  but  the  caufe  producing 
it  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  defcription.  Affedtions  of 
the  fpine,  complicated  with  injuries  of  the  fpinal  mar¬ 
row,  are  often  mortal.  It  is  ealy  to  evacuate  the  u- 
rine  by  the  introdudlion  of  the  catheter,  but  this  re¬ 
medy 
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rnedy  is  only  palliative,  nor  will  the  bladder  ever  re¬ 
cover  its  contradile  power,  till  the  caufe  producing 
the  debility  is  removed.  To  this  objed  the  attention 
lhould  then  be  direded  ;  and  the  treatment  fhould  be 
varied  according  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
difeafe. 

It  is  the  pradice  of  Mr.  Default,  in  injuries  of  the 
ipine,  with  affedions  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  to  apply 
cupping- glafles  with  the  fcarificator.  This  pradice 
has  been  attended  with  the  bed  fuccefs,  and,  though 
perhaps  too  much  extolled  by  the  ancients,  has  cer¬ 
tainly  been  negleded  by  the  moderns.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  mod  powerful  means  of  procuring  a 
revuldon  that  furgery  podedes.  It  is  the  pradice  of 
Mr.  Default  to  apply  4  or  5  cupping-glades  on  the 
part  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  multiply  the  fca-* 
rifications  in  proportion  to  the  drength  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  This  operation  he  repeats  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  and  continues  its  application  for  fome  follow-* 
ing  days  ;  and,  when  the  weaknefs  of  the  patient  for¬ 
bids  the  ufe  of  the  fcarincator,  the  dry  cupping-* 
glades  are  only  applied.  Mr.  Default,  in  curvatures 
of  the  fpine,  combined  with  caries  and  dedrudion  of 
the  bodies  of  the  vertebræ,  prefers  the  ufe  of  moxa 
(fo  enthudadically  praifed  by  Mr.  Poteau)  to  the 
bliders  and  caudics,  recommended  by  Mr.  Pott,  in 
his  publication  on  that  fubjed. 


Retention 
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X 

Retention  of  Urine  from  Diftenfion  of  the  Fibres  of  th§ 

Bladder . 

THIS  fpecies  of  retention  may  be  termed  fecon- 
dary,  as  it  is  always  preceded  and  produced 
by  a  retention  arifing  from  a  different  caufe  ;  but  its 
proximate  caufe  is  merely  the  weaknefs  and  lofs  of  ir¬ 
ritability,  occafioned  by  the  too  great  diftenfion  of  its 
mufcular  fibres  :  for  this  reafon  we  often  obferve  that 
thole  perfons  are  fubject  to  this  difeafe,  who,  from 
idlenefs,  bafhflilnefs,  or  inattention,  negled:  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  firft  de  fire  they  may  feel  to  make  water,  or, 
by  an  obftrudiion  in  the  urethra,  are  prevented  from 
completing  their  intention.  But,,  even  if  this  obftruc- 
fion  is  removed,  this  vifcus,  weakened  by  the  ex¬ 
treme  dilatation  of  its  coats,  cannot  contract  with  force 
adequate  to  procure  the  complete  evacuation  of  the 
urine. 

The  indication  of  cure  is  fimple.  We  have  not,- 
as  in  other  cafes  of  retention,  any  other  complaint  to 
encounter  ;  and,  the  urine  being  evacuated  by  the  ca¬ 
theter  left  in  the  bladder,  this  vifcus  generally  regains- 
its  tone  and  elafticity  :  its  effedls  may  be  feconded  by 
the  ufe  of  warm  diuretics,  tonic  injeélions,  &c.  Be¬ 
fore  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  is  relinquifhed,  we  muft 
be  fatisfied  that  the  bladder  is  capable  of  emptying  it- 
felf  of  all  the  urine  contained  in  its  cavity  ;  for,  with¬ 
out  this  caution,  we  iliould  be  uncertain  when  it  would 

regain 
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regain  its  contra&ility,  an  event  that  depends  mticti 
on  the  age  and  temperament  of  the  patient.  With 
fome,  a  cure  is  effected  in  a  few  days  ;  in  others,  a 
few  weeks  ;  arid,  in  fo rile,  it  takes  whole  months  be¬ 
fore  the  patient  perfectly  recovers.  Sometimes  the 
tone  of  the  bladder  is  irrevocably  loft,  and  the  patient 
mud  wear  a  bougie  the  reft  of  his  life; 


Retention  of  Urine  from  Inflammation  of  the  Bladder , 


MOST  authors,  on  difeafes  of  the  urinary  organs* 
have  afligned  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  as  the  cauie  of  retention,  and  inflammation 
of  its  cavity  as  the  caufe  of  incontinence.  They  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  bladder,  when  fenfible  and  in¬ 
flamed,  inftead  of  being  weakened,  polfefles  more 
contractile  force  than  ufual.  But,  even  if  we  were 
not  fatisfled,  by  obfervation,  that  this  idea  is  errone¬ 
ous,  from  the  occurrence  of  cafes,  where  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  aflign  any  other  caufe  than  inflammation  of 
that  vifcus  ;  even  if  this,  Mr.  Default  obferves,  did 
not  convince  us,  analogy  fhews  its  abfurdity. 

An  inflamed  mufcle  is  not  fufceptible  of  contrac¬ 
tion  ;  and,  if  forced  into  action,  its  motions  are  weak 

and 
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&nd  enfeebled.  Mr.  Default  remarks,  that,  in  direc¬ 
tions,  inflamed  inteftines  are  generally  found  diflended, 
inflead  of  being  contradled  on  themfelves. 

Plethoric  habits  and  thole  of  a  bilious  temperament 
are  peculiarly  fubjedt  to  this  fpecies  of  retention  ;  it  is 
often  produced  by  drinking  fpirituous  liquors,  the  a- 
bufe  of  warm  diuretics,  the  internal  exhibition  or  ex¬ 
ternal  application  of  cantharides,  &c. 

This  fpecies  of  retention  appears  fuddenly,  and  is 
known  by  the  following  fymptoms  :  a  frequent  defire 
to  make  water,  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  which  is  propagated  to  the  regions  of  the  kid¬ 
neys,  afledting  the  whole  courfe  of  the  urethra,  as 
far  as  the  extremity  of  the  glans  :  this  pain  is  confide - 
rably  augmented  by  the  efforts  neceffary  for  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  urine.  The  pulfe  is  hard  and  frequently 
accompanied  with  other  fymptoms  of  fever  ;  the  pain 
is  conflderably  aggravated  from  preflure  on  the  hypo- 
gaflric  region.  The  catheter,  in  thefe  cafes,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  eafily  introduced,  but  exquifite  pain  generally 
tarifes  from  the  contadl  of  this  inflrument  with  the  coats 
of  the  bladder.  The  urine  is  red  and  indicative  of 
inflammation;  and  the  fymptoms,  attendant  on  other 
fpecies  of  retention,  in  thefe  cafes  are  not  be  re¬ 
marked. 

Thefe  cafes  require  immediate  afliflance.  It  is 
necelfary  to  evacuate  the  urine,  whofe  prefence 
is  à  confiant  exciting  caufe  of  irritation.  The 
introdudlion  of  the  inflrument  requires  fome  ad- 
drefs,  particularly  to  avoid  touching  the  coats  of 
the  bladder,  which  at  this  time  are  exquifitely 

fenübîe. 
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fenfible.  After  the  urine  is  evacuated*  à  mbciiaginoti# 
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injection  of  the  decodtion  of  linfeed  or  marfhmallow 
root  fhould  be  thrown  into  the  bladder  :  this  injection 
fhould  be  retained  fome  minutes,  and  then  only  part 
fuffered  to  efcape,  that  the  remainder  may  foften 
the  (harp nefs  of  the  urine.  The  catheter,  after  fome 
time,  fhould  be  withdrawn,  and  re-introduced  every 
three  or  four  hours,  throwing  in  each  time  a  foften- 
ing  injedtiom 

Inflammations  of  the  bladder  may  alfo  be.  treated  by 
remedies  powerfully  antiphiogiftic,  fuch  as  repeated 
bleedings,  application  of  leeches  to  the  perinæum, 
baths,  clyflcers,  emollient  fomentations  to  the  abdo^ 
men  ;  cold  diuretics,  as  emulfions,  ptifans  of  linfeed, 
whey,  with  firup  of  violets,  veal  and  chicken 
broth,  &c.  But,  if  notwithftanding  thefe  methods, 
the  inflammation  increafes,  and  fhould  extend  to  the 
other  vifcera,  and  be  accompanied  with  hiccups  and 
vomiting,  the  patient’s  life  is  in  imminent  danger  -,  and, 
if  this  difeafe  fhould  continue  beyond  fix  days,  death 
is  inevitable* 
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L'ajs  of  an  Operation  for  an  occult  Cancer y  combined  with 
a  fchirrous  Gland  in  the  Axilla. 

[By  Mr;  Case  nave,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

\ 

MARY  Jodan,  à  native  of  Fribourg,  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  forty- eight  years  of  age,  of  a  ple¬ 
thoric  temperament  and  weak  conditution,  received  à 
blow  on  the  right  bread,  which  occafioned  a  (light 
fchirrous  affeôtion  of  the  part.  Her  menfes  were  fup- 
prdfcd  fome  time  afterwards,  and,  in  the  fpace  of  fix 
months,  the  tumour  occupied  the  whole  bread.  She 
was,  at  this  time,  affliôled  with  confiant  and  acute  pain, 
which  fhe  compared  to  the  pricking  of  a  needle. 
The  axillary  glands  fwelied  confderably,  and  became 
'extremely  painful  :  at  this  time,  the  1 6th  of  January, 
the  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  As  this  pa¬ 
tient  complained  of  a  bitter  tafte  in  her  mouth,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  furred  tongue,  ike  was  ordered  to 
live  on  veal  broth  for  fome  days,  and  a  gentle  emetic 
was  prefcribed.  After  a  few  days  had  intervened,  two 
purgadves  were  ordered,  which  procured  a  copious 
evacuation. 

The  operation  was  performed,  in  the  amphitheatre, 
on  the  28th  -of  July.  The  bread  was  ddfedted  off, 
and  the  veffels  fecured  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the 
cafe  defcribed  page  8  6,  with  this  difference,  that  the 

Q^2  incifiont 
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inclfion  was  begun  from  the  hollow  of  the  axilla. 
The  furgeon  held  one  of  the  fides  of  the  external  an¬ 
cle  of  the  wound  with  the  index-finger  and  the 
thumb  of  the  left  hand  ;  and,  whilfl  the  other  angle 
was  railed  by  an  affiftant,  he  differed  cautioufly  the 
integuments  of  the  axilla,  till  he  expofed  the  fchirrous 
gland,  which  was  about  the  fize  of  a  nut.  He  de¬ 
tached,  partly  with  his  finger  and  partly  by  diffedtion, 
the  cellular  fubftance  that  furrounded  this  gland,  to  ex- 
pofe  it  more  clearly  to  view.  It  was  fituated  on  the 
axillary  artery,  and  attached  to  it  only  by  a  fhort  pedi¬ 
cle,  at  the  centre  of  which  the  pulfation  of  the  artery 
could  be  diftindtly  felt.  A  ligature  was  paffed  round 
the  bafe  of  this  pedicle,  previous  to  the  extirpation 
of  the  gland  ;  without  this  precaution,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  check  any  haemorrhage  that  might 
have  occurred  ;  for,  if  the  veffiels,  diftributed  to  thefe 
glands,  had  been  divided  near  their  origin,  they  might 
have  retraced  on  a  level  with  the  tumour  of  the  ax¬ 
illary  artery  5  and,  for  this  reafon*  could  not  poffibly 
be  fe  cured. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  no  cir- 
cumftance  worth  mentioning  occurred.  An  iffue  was 
made  in  the  left  arm  fometime  after  the  wound  was 
cicatrized.  She  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital  per¬ 
fectly  cured,  on  the  9th  of  Odtober,  1789,  fifty- two 
days  after  the  operation. 

This  woman  returned  to  the  hofpital,  fix  months 
afterwards,  to  have  fome  fungofities,  that  had 
grown  round  her  iffue,  attended  to  :  they  were  de~ 
ftroyed  with  the  lapis  infernalis.  From  the  time  of 

her 
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her  difcharge  fhe  had  enjoyed  a  mod  perfect  date  qf 
health. 


Cafe  of  a  Jlrangulated  Hernia,  reduced  without  an 

Operation. 

[By  Mr.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

PETER  Marlet,  an  old  man,  66  years  of  age, 
but  of  a  good  conftitution,  had  been  affiiôted 
from  his  infancy  with  an  omental  hernia,  which  palled 
out  of  the  right  abdominal  ring,  and  defcended  into 
the  fcrotum.  It  had  not  been  reduced  for  20  years. 
He  wore  an  ill-condruôted  trufs,  which  was  originally 
made  for  him,  and  the  fpring  of  which  had  been 
broke  for  many  years. 

He  went  through  his  ufual  occupations  without 
the  lead  attending  to  his  complaint.  But,  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1790,  tov/ards  noon,  in  attempting 
to  lift  a  heavy  burthen  from  the  ground,  he  fuddenly 
heard  a  noife,  as  if  fo  me  thing  broke  in  his  belly, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  a  fort  of  rumbling  noife  in 
the  bowels.  He  felt  indantly  an  acute  pain  about  the 
abdominal  ring  ;  and,  placing  his  hand  on  the  part,  he 
found  the  fize  of  his  hernia  had  increaled  one- 

Q  3  third. 
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third.  Symptoms  of  naufta  came  on  immediately^ 
and  were  fucceeded  by  bilious  vomitings,  which  con- 
tinued  during  the  nighty  and  wrere  more  frequent 
towards  the  morning.  The  matter  difcharged  by 
the  mouth  was  of  a  blackifh  colour,  and  fmelt 
ftrongly  of  fceces  ;  indépendant  of  this,  he  was  af- 
fli&ed  with  confiant  hiccups.  His  neighbours^ 
frightened  at  thefe  fymptoms,  had  him  conveyed  to 
the  Hôtel  Dieu  at  5  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

The  belly  was  tenfe  and  painful,  a  large  tumour  on 
the  outfide  of  the  fpermatic  cord,  extended  front 
the  abdominal  ring  into  the  fcrotum,  the  fkin  of 
which  was  tenfe,  inflamed,  fhiooth,  and  fhining. 

There  v/ere  twro  circumflances  worthy  of  remark 
in  this  tumour  :  inferior!}7,  it  was  unequal,  denoting  the 
prefence  of  omentum  ;  and,  fuperiorly,  for  the  fpace 
of  3  or  4  inches,  it  was  fmooth  and  equal,  and,  oq 
prefliire,  flatus  could  be  diftinclly  felt.  From  thefe 
circumftances  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  defcent  of  the 
intefbine.  On  this  portion  of  the  tumour  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  his  bandage  with  all  the  force  he  was  capable  ; 
but,  fortunately,  he  wras  put  in  the  warm  bath  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  admiinon.  lie  could  fupport  it  only  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  certainly  derived  little 
advantage  from  its  ufft 

The  difpofition  to  vomit  fubfided  feme  time  after. 
Mr.  Default  here  remarks,  that  he  had  not  drunk 
any  thing  for  a  confide rable  time.  •  He  was  put  ta 
bed,  and  laid  in  a  horizontal  pofture  s  the  head  a  little 
railed,  and  the  thighs  flightly  bent  on  the  pelvis,  and 
a  pillar  introduced  between  the  hams.  An  enema 

was 
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was  adminiftered,  which  brought  away  a  confiderabk 
quantity  of  hard  foeces  from  the  large  inteftines.  A 
large  poultice  was  applied  over  the  whole  fur-face  of 
the  tumour,  and  a  decoddon  of  dog's  tooth,  Sweetened 
with  firup  of  lemon,  was  ordered  as  a  drink  :  from  his 
difpofition  to  vomit,  he  was  diredied  to  take  a 
fpoonful  at  a  time.  The  naufea  during  the  morning; 
in  fome  degree  ceafed,  but  the  hiccups  continued  in 
their  full  frequency  and  force  the  whole  morning.  In 
the  evening  vifit,  the  tumour  was  found  lefs  tenfe  and 
painful  ;  there  was  little  naufea,  and  the  hiccups,, 
which  for  24  hours  had  accompanied  every  expiration, 
left  now  an  interval  of  a  minute  between  each. 

The  warm  bath,  the  enema,  and  the  cataplafm, 
were  again  employed,  and  renewed  the  next  day  in  the 
morning.  The  tenfion  of  the  abdomen  now  difap^ 
peared,  and  the  tumour  was  fufficiently  foft  in  the 
evening  to  admit  of  reduction  by  a  (light  degree  of 
preflfure.  An  enema,  that  was  adminiftered  in  the 
evening,  brought  away  much  bilious  matter  and  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  meat  half  digefted,  that  he  had  eaten  a  little  be¬ 
fore  the  accident* 

The  omental  part  of  the  hernia  had  diminifhed  a 
little  in  fize,  but  there  was  ftill  a  fulnefs  about  the 
inteftine  that  prevented  its  return  in  the  abdomen. 
Poultices,  continued  for  many  days,  foftened  it  gradu¬ 
ally,  and  by  degrees  the  redudion  was  effected.  The 
patient,  who  till  now  had  no  evacuations  but  thofe 
produced  by  enemas,  had  a  natural  copious  evacuation 
the  following  night.  The  abdominal  ring  was  consi¬ 
derably  dilated,  and  the  flighted:  motion  produced  a 
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re-protrufion  of  the  omentum,  the  return  of  which 
was  rendered  rather  difficult,  by  a  violent  cough  which 
he  had  at  this  period.  The  hernia  was  at  length  kept, 
up  by  the  oblervance  of  a  horizontal  pollute  :  gradu¬ 
ated  and  thick  compreftes  kept  on  with  the  fpica  ban¬ 
dage,  until  a  convenient  elaftic  one  ftioyld  be  made. 
The  cough  foon  went  off,  and  the  man  was  difcharged 
the  hofpkal  tv/elve  days  after  his  admiftlon. 


Cafes  of  colique  Fr allhires  of  the  inferior  Extremity  of  the* 
Fhigh3  with  Separation  of  the  Condyles. 

1  N  CAS  E  I. 

CLAUDE  Lagrange,  a  carrier,  31  years  of age^ 
received  a  kick  front  a  horfe  on  the  internal 
condyle  of  the  left  femur.  On  the  3d  of  Auguft, 
3790,  the  pain  he  experienced  compelled  him  to  fit 
down  on  fome  draw  that  happened  to  be  near  him. 
He  reached  heme,  leaping  on  his  right  foot;  but  this 
adtion  aggravated,  his  pain  ;  for,  at  each  ftep  that  he 
made,  the  thigh  bent  at  the  inferior  part  alternately 
before  and  behind.  Lie  was  brought  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu  a  few  hotirs  after  the  accident. 

The 
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The  thigh*  on  examination,  was  found  bent  and 
eonfiderably  fhortened  ;  there  was  little  fwehing  at 
the  knee,  although  there  was  contufion  with  ecchy- 
mofis.  On  viewing  it  tranfverfely,  it  had  a  flretched 
appearance,  and  was  more  flattened  from  before 
backward  than  the  knee  of  the  oppofite  fide.  The 
patella  did  not  project  fo  much  as  in  its  natural  ftate  ; 
and,  when  preifed,  funk  between  the  condyles  ;  and, 
on  approaching  the  condyles,  by  preffing  them 
again  11  each  other,  it  was  raifed.  The  condyles  ad¬ 
mitted  of  morion  on  each  other  when  preffed  by  the 
hand,  could  be  feparated  or  moved  in  every  direction 
with  the  greateft  eafe,  and  were  accompanied  with 
crepitus. 

Thefe  circumflances  evidently  proved  that  there 
was  a  longitudinal  fracture  of  the  condyles.  The 
body  of  the  femur  was  alfo  fractured  fuperiorly,  de- 
fcending  in  an  oblique  direction  from  above,  five  in¬ 
ches  above  the  external  to  within  two  inches  of  the 
internal  condyle  ;  a  fact  of  the  truth  of  which  the 
furgeon  was  fatis.fied  by  palling  his  finger  along  the 
femur. 

The  mufcles  of  the  thigh,  from  their  ftrong  con¬ 
traction,  had  drawn  upwards  that  portion  of  the  femur 
connected  with  the  external  condyle,  and  carried 
interiorly  the  fuperior  fragment  of  the  bone;  the 
pointed  edge  of  which  had  made  a  wound  in  the  inte¬ 
guments,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  on  the  infide  of 
the  thigh,  a  little  above  the  condyle. 

The  patient  was  undrefied  and  put  carefully  to  bed, 
(made  of  ftraw,)  with  a  hard  mattrefs  underneath. 

Mr* 
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Mr,  Default  obferves,  that  it  was  formerly  the  cuftom 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  to  ufe  feather  as  well  as  ft  raw 
beds  i  but,  from  the  inconveniences  ariling  from  their- 
heat,  and  their  yielding  unequally  in  cafes  of  fracture, 
their  ufe  is  now  tiifcontinued,  and  hard  mattreffes  fub- 
ftituted  in  their  room.»  The  dreftings.  having  been 
previoufiy  difpofed  on  the  bed,  the  furgeon  proceeded 
to  examine  the  wound  ;  and,  after  difengaging  a  piece 
of  iplintered  bone,  he  proceeded  to  reduce  the  fractures 
in  the  following  manner» 

The  counter-  extenfion  was  made  by  fixing  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  the  head  of  the  bed  by  proper  bandages  ;  and, 
whilft  one  affiftant  ftipported  him  under  the  axilla,  a 
fécond  kept  up  an  extenfion,  by  laying  hold,  of  the 
foot  with  one  hand  and  the  heel  with  the  other,  whilft 
other  affiftants  fupported  the  pelvis  and  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  limb,  to  prevent  the  parts  being  fhaken. 
A  little  inconvenience  was  experienced  from  the  cob- 
traction  of  the  mufcles  during  the  extenfion,  and  the 
bones  were  brought  in  a  date  of  appofttian  without 
any  difficulty. 

The  parts  were  maintained  in  their  fituation  by  two 
circular  compreifes,  and  by  a  bandage,  fimilar  to  that 

of  S  culte  tus  A  and  the  inequalities  of  the  limb  filled 

up 

*  Mi-.  Default  has  fuhffiteted  this  bandage  inftead  of  the  one 
With  eighteen  tails,  and  with  fame  advantage  in  fractures  of  the 
lower  extremity.  This  bandage  is  formed  of  an  indeterminate, 
namber  of  dhfinft  bands,  three  inches  in  width,  and  of  length 
füfhcïenî  to  pals  twice  round  the  limb.  It  fhould  be  applied  from 
below  upwards,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  one  fold  fhould  be  covered 

two- 
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.lip  with  coarfe  linen,  and  the  whole  fupported  by  two; 
ftrong  fplints  unequal  in  their  length  and  about  three 
inches  in  width,  and  the  whole  covered  with  drag, 
fanon. 

The  dreffings,  as  before  obferved,  being  difpofed 
on  the  bed,  were  placed  on  the  limb;  they  were  wet 
with  the  aq.  veg.  and  applied  in  the  following  manner: 
whilft  the  extenfion  was  kept  up  by  affiftants,  the  two 
circular  comprends  were  made  to  crofs  each  other 
forwards,  one  on  the  knee  and  the  other  on  the  infer, 
rior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  bandage  was  then  applied 
from  the  luperior  part  of  the  leg  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  thigh  ;  the  Tides  were  then  filled  up  as 
before  with  foft  linen.  The  fplints  were  then  applied, 
one  on  the  infide,  and  the  other  externally,  in  liich  a 
manner,  that  the  preflure  fhould  be  equal  at  all  points. 
The  edges  of  the  drap  fanon  were  then  brought  o- 
ver  the  limb,  and  properly  fecured  by  means  of  tapes  ; 
pare  was  taken  to  tighten  them  fufficientiy  near  the 
fractured  parts,  and  to  tie  the  knots  on  the  outftde  of 
the  fplints,  to  prevent  tho  inconvenience  of  preflure. 
The  fplints  defcended  fufficientiy  low  to  be  on  a  level 
with  the  foie  of  the  foot,  but  the  oufide  l'plint  was 
confiderably  longer  and  reached  as  high  as  the  chrif- 
ta  of  the  ilium,  whilfl  the  internal  one  extended  on¬ 
ly  to  the  fuperior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  upper  end 

two-thirds  in  its  width  by  the  fucceeding  one,  forming  a  kind  of 
roller,  which  is  applied  exactly  to  the  part,  covering  it  throughout 
its  whole  extent.  The  degree  of  compreffion  can  be  varied  at  will, 
and  can  be  tightened  or  loofened,  like  the  eighteen-tail  bandage, 
without  moving  the  frafture. 
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of  the  outride  fplint  was  tied  with  a  napkin  round 
the  pelvis,  and  properly  fecured  by  pins.  In  this 
manner  the  fragments  of  the  bone  were  retain¬ 
ed  ;  but,  in  a  fraClure  fo  complicated  and  oblique, 
little  hope  was  entertained  that  it  could  pofiibly  refill 
the  effect  of  mufcular  contraction.. 

In  the  Hôte]  Dieu,  means  have  been  fuccefsfully* 
employed,  for  thefe  tnree  laft  years  pall,  to  counter¬ 
act  the  effeCt  of  the  contraction  of  mufcles  in  cafes  of 
fraCture.  Mr.  Default  here  (peaks  of  permanent  ex- 
tenfion  ;  a  method  reprobated  by  the  generality  of 
practitioners,  as  fubjeCt  to  inconveniences,  which  Mr. 
Default  remarks  he  has  never  obferved  in  the  very, 
confiderable  numbers  of  patients  fubmitted  to  the  trial. 

The  patient  was  already  fo  fixed  to  the  head  of  the 
bed,  by  proper  bandages  round  the  body  and  under 
the  axilla,  that  the  trunk  could  not  defcend.  The 
indication  then  left  was  to  prevent  the  thigh  bending 
on  the  pelvis  ;  which  was  eafily  effected*  by  placing 
thick  compreffes  behind  the  thigh,  and  palling,  above 
the  maleoli,  the  middle  of  a  bandage,  the  ends  of 
which  were  croffed  on  the  back  of  the  foot,  then 
tied  at  the  foie,  and  fixed  to  the  foot-board  of  the 
bed. 

This  extenfion,  fo  far  from  producing  inconvenience 
to  the  patient,  afforded  him  inftant  eafe.  He  was  fa¬ 
tigued  from  the  jolting  he  experienced  in  his  way  to 
the  hofpital,  but  was  free  from  fever  :  no  medicine 
but  a  diluting  ptifan  was  ordered,  and  he  was  left  to 
enjoy  his  reft,  which  he  flood  much  in  need  of.  The 
îiext  day,  his  fymptoms,  in  every  particular,  were 
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remarkably  mild;  it  was  only  neceflary  to  regulate 
his  diet,  and  to  keep  the  parts  moift  with  the  aq.  veg* 
The  day  after,  the  fame  plan  was  obferved  ;  but,  on 
the  4th  day,  the  loofenefs  of  the  bandage,  from  the 
diminution  of  the  {welling,  rendered  its  re -application 
neceflary.  Suppuration  began  to  take  place  in  the 
wound  ;  it  was  drefled  in  the  fame  way  as  on  the  firft 
day,  and  the  drefiings  were  re-applied  with  the  fame 
precautions. 

The  wound  was  drefled  every  two  days  till  the  Six¬ 
teenth,  when  it  was  cicatrized.  After,  the  drefiings 
were  not  renewed  but  when  they  were  loofe.  The 
parts  were  kept  conftantly  moift  with  the  aq.  veg.  and 
care  was  taken  that  the  bandages,  which  procured  the 
extenfxon,  were  kept  always  tight. 

The  bandages,  &c.  were  not  totally  left  off  till  the 
feventy-flfth  day,  though  the  callus  was  diffidently 
firm  fometime  before  that  period  :  all  the  fragments 
were  united  without  deformity,  and  the  thigh,  within 
a  few  lines,  was  as  long  as  the  one  on  the  oppolite 
fide  ;  but  the  foft  parts,  round  the  articulation,  were 
confiderably  thickeneçl,  and  the  patella  feemed  to 
form  one  piece  with  the  femur. 

Notwithftanding  this,  the  motion  of  the  limb  was 
foon  reflored,  by  bending  and  extending  alternately 
the  leg  or  the  thigh,  by  means  of  a  cuihion,  which, 
one  day,  was  placed  under  the  ham,  and,  the  next  day, 
under  the  leg  ;  and  by  moving  the  patella,  by  means 
of  the  fingers,  in  every  poffible  direction.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  foon  capable  of  exercifmg  it  himfelf,  and 
was  able  to  walk  with  the  afliflance  of  crutches.  The 
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fliffneis  of  the  joint  foon  fubfided,  and,  in  threé 
weeks,  he  was  capable  of  bending,  at  a  right  angle, 
the  leg  on  the  thigh.  He  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital  at  this  time,  with  a  certain  alfurance  of  foon 
recovering,  by  means  of  exercife,  the  per  fed  life  of 
diis  joints..,. 


Cafe  cf  a  fr allured  Thigh, 

s 

If  ,y  /■  '  '  £V 

[By  Mr.  Lanzerez,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

DRIGNAUD,  a  woman,  83  years  old,  fell  down 
•  Hairs  on  the  27th  of  Qdobd,  17 90,  and 
fradured  the  lower  part  of  her  right  thigh,  in  a  fimiiar 
diredion  to  the  preceding  fradure.  Thole,  who  went 
to  her  affiftance,  fupported  the  middle  of  the  thigh 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  lower  part  was  bent  by  the 
weight  of  the  leg. 

This  unfortunate  woman  was  thus  brought  to  her 
room,  and  placed  croffways  on  a  bed,  the  edge  of 
which  correfponded  to  the  fradured  part.  In  this 
fituation  fhe  remained  more  than  an  hour,  and  then 
was  brought  from  her  lodging,  which  was  on  the  third 
ftory,  (with  as  little  precaution  as  they  had  fupported 
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her  before5)  and  put  in  a  hackney-coach;  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu. 

She  experienced  the  moil  exquifite  pain  :  there  was 
a  confide rable  fweliing  of  the  thigh,  which  was  fhorter 
by  4  inches  :  the  end  of  the  lower  fragment  of  the 
bone  formed  a  projection  at  the  internal  and  lower  part 
of  the  thigh,  and,  above  the  upper  fragment  of  the  bone, 
there  was  a  holiownefs  obferved,  which  defcended  for¬ 
wards  as  low  as  the  articulation.  The  lower  part  of 
the  thigh  was  didorted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
external  condyle  was  puihed  backwards,  and  the  pa¬ 
tella  as  well  as  the  extremity  was  turned  outwards.  The 
condyles  admitted  of  motion  in  contrary  directions,  and 
Were  accompanied  with  crepitus,  as  in  the  laid  cafe. 

The  mode  of  reduction  was  the  fame  as  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  cafe,  excepting  that  it  was  neceffary  to  turn  the 
knee  and  the  point  of  the  foot  inwards.  The  manner 
of  retention  was  precifely  the  lame,  and  the  pain  fbon 
fubfided  after  the  application  of  the  dreffings.  As 
this  woman,  in  confequence  of  her  age,  and  a  pre¬ 
vious  indilpofition,  was  weak  and  infirm,  the  obfer- 
vance  of  a  ftriCt  diet  was  deemed  unnecelfary.  To¬ 
wards  the  evening  the  pain  in  her  thigh  had  ceafed 
entirely,  but  at  night  fhe  was  much  inconvenienced 
by  the  bandage  that  was  paffed  round  her  bread,  in 
confequence  of  a  cough  and  afthma  with  which  fhe 
had  been  afflicted  many  years.  This  means  of  exten- 
fion,  for  this  reafon,  was  relinquifhed,  and  another 
was  employed  that  did  not  bear  the  lead  on  the  bread. 
It  was  effected  by  the  ufe  of  a  long  inflexible  fplint, 
extending  from  the  chrifta  of  the  ilium  to  4  inches 

below 


below  the  foie  of  the  foot.  This  fplxnt  was  notched 
at  one  of  its  ends,  and  pierced*  at  one  inch  from  this 
notch,  with  a  tranfverfe  hole.  The  oppofite  end  of 
the  iplint  was  placed  in  the  duplicature  of  the  ban¬ 
dage  tli  it  was  paffed  round  the  pelvis*  in  the  fame 
manner  and  in  the  fame  place  where  the  outfide 
Iplint  was  firit  fi  mated*  It  was  removed,  and  the 
one  in  queition  applied  in  its  Head, 

The  bandage  that  had  been  paifed  round  the  trunk 
was  retained  in  its  pofition  by  two  bands,  which  paifed 
under  the  thighs  and  before  the  groins,  over  thick 
compreifes  ;  and  the  band,  on  the  fide  that  was 
not  injured,  was  pinned  to  the  inferior  part  of  the 
bandage  that  was  paifed  round  the  trunk,  and  the  o- 
ther  fecured  by  a  knot,  fixed  on  that  end  of  the  iplint 
engaged  in  the  fame  bandage. 

The  dreffings  applied  on  the  limb  were  precifely 
the  lame  as  were  employed  the  day  before,  when  it 
was  neceifary  to  tighten  the  tapes  that  retained  the 
dreifings.  Inilead  of  fixing  the  band  that  furrounded 
the  foot  to  the  bed-poils,  the  end,  that  was  on  the 
outfide,  was  pailed  through  the  hole  in  the  fplint,  and 
the  other  placed  in  the  notch,  and  fecured  by  a  knot. 
After  they  had  been  drawn  fufficiently  tight  by  this 
plan,  the  fame  extenfion  was  kept  up,  without  bear¬ 
ing  on  the  thorax. 

The  patient  fupported  this  extenfion  extremely 
well,  and  without  iiiffering  the  leaft  inconvenience, 
nor  was  there  a  neceffity  to  remove  the  dreifings  till 
the  4th  day,  when  the  bandage  became  loofe  from  the 
diminution  of  the  fwelling. 


Until 
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Until  the  36th day  nothing  particular  occurred*  ths 
dreffings,  from  their  imbibing  urine,  were  frequently 
changed.  At  the  end  of  this  period  union  had  taken 
place,  but  the  callus  was  not  fufficiently  firm  to  admit  of*  * 
the  dreffings  being  totally  left  off.  They  were  again 

applied,  nor  removed  till  the  50th  day  *  and,  though 
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the  thigh  was  perfectly  firm,  yet  the  furgeon  thought  it 
expedient  to  keep  up  the  extenfion  of  the  dreffings 
till  the  66th  day,  when  they  were  left  off;  This  orriiff 
fion  was  followed  with  a  fwelling  of  the  whole  extre¬ 
mity,  that  continued  for  iome  days  ;  nor  could  the  pa¬ 
tient  get  up  till  the  78th.  On  the  10 id  day  fhe  was 
attacked  with  a  flight  degree  of  fever,  accompanied 
with  diarrhoea,  that  continued  for  16  days*  and  re- 
dticed  her  to  the  laft  degree  of  \Veaknefs*  The  inferior 
extremities  were  cedematousj  and  fwelled  to  twice 
their  natural  bulk  ;  the  abdomen  and  the  fuperior  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  right  flde  were  foon  affe&ed  in  a  flmilar 
way,  and  the  patient  funk  on  the  153d  day  from  her 
admiflion.  The  callus  was  loft,  and  the  bones  were 
become  fo  fragile,  that,  on  a  flight  effort  to  bind  the 
thigh,  the  neck  of  the  right  femur  was  ffadtured. 
On  diffedtion,  no  circumffance  appeared  worthy  of  re¬ 
mark,  except  the  Hate  of  the  femur  :  like  all  other 
united  fradtures,  it  was  furrounded  with  a  thin,  rough*, 
lubftance,  like  the  fkin  of  a  hog.  It  was  divided  in 
three  portions  by  two  fradtures  *  one  oblique  from 
without  inwards,  and  from  behind  forwards,  that  be¬ 
gun  four  inches  and  a  quarter  above  the  bafis  of  the 
external  condyle,  and  extended  near  three  inches  from 
the  bafls  of  the  internal  condyle.  The  obliquity  was 
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more  remarkable  behind  than  forwards,  as  the  fuperior 
fragment  of  the  bone  formed  a  Hope  of  two  inches 
and  three-quarters.  The  fécond  frablure  was  from 
before  backwards,  and  had  divided  lengthways  the 
inferior  portion  of  the  bone,  and  feparated  the  condyle 
to  unequally,  that  the  attachment  of  the  crucial  liga¬ 
ments  were  at  the  internal  fragments.  The  tranfverfe 
thicknefs  of  this  fragment  was  near  two  inches  infe- 
riorly,  and  fuperiorly  near  one  inch  and  a  half  :  the 
length  near  three  inches.  The  bale  of  the  outfide 
fragment  was  only  tveo  inches  thick,  and  terminated 
at  . a  point.  The  length  was  four  inches  and  a  quarter. 
fThefe  two  fragments  perfectly  united  before  and  at 
the  articulation,  where  only  a  flight  groove  was  to  be 
obferved.  The  internal  condyle,  however,  projebied 
a  little  more  forward  than  natural,  nor  was  the  union 
at  the  pollerior  part  quite  exabt.  The  fuperior  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  internal  fragment  was  fituated  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  more  backward  dran  the  external  frablured 
portion. 

The  fuperior  fragment  formed  an  irregular  union, 
before  the  other  two  frablured  parts,  of  eight  or  ten 
lines  ;  a  portion  of  fplintered  bone,  ten  lines  long  and 
eight  wide,  had  been  detached  from  its  inferior  part,  . 
and  had  there  united  pofteriorly.  Between  the  fuperior 
fragment  and  the  inferior  a  reparation  of  ten  lines  was 
obferved,  filled  up  with  callus,  on  the  furface  of  which 
the  offrons  fibres  were  feen,  taking  an  oblique  direbtion 
from  above  downwards  and  from  behind  forwards; 
This  circumftance  feems  to  prove,  that  the  upper 
fragment  had  at  firfi  united  higher,  and  nearly  in  its  ' 

natural 
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natural  fituation,  at  the  time  that  the  thigh  was  kept 
in  a  hate  of  extenfion.  It  is  probable  that  the  Token¬ 
ed  callus,  in  the  laid  dage  of  her  indifpofition,  had 
yielded  to  the  action  of  the  mufcles,  and  that  the  po¬ 
rtion  of  the  frablured  parts  had  been  changed  j  to 
which  may  be  attributed  the  oblique  direbtion  of 
the  ofiidc  fibres,  as  before  remarked. 


Frabhires  communicating  with,  or  even  in  the 
neighbourhood  of,  joints,  are  accidents  of  the  mod 
ferious  defcription  ;  and  in  this  particular  Mr.  Default 
agrees  with  every  prabtitioner  ;  but  dill  he  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  they  are  not  fo  incurable  as  authors  who 
have  written  on  the  fubjebt  feem  to  think.  Their  dan¬ 
ger  has  been  exaggerated,  or  probably  may  be  with 
judice  attributed  to  the  injudicious  way  in  which  they 
have  been  treated. 

The  patients,  whofe  cafes  have  been  jud  related, 
had  each  frabtures  ;  one,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  articulation,  complicated  with  fplinters  ;  and,  in 
the  other,  in  the  articulation  itfelf.  The  carrier,  the 
fubjebt  of  the  firft  cafe,  had,  independent  of  the  frac« 
ture,  a  confide rable  contufion  on  his  knee,  and  a 
wound  in  the  integuments,  formed  by  the  portions  of 
the  frabtured  bone.  The  woman,  in  the  fécond  ob- 
fervation,  was  decrepid,  had  been  ill  for  two  years, 
and  tormented  with  an  arthma.  She  had  differed 
every  motion  that  could  tend  to  prick  and  brui fe  the 
mufcles,  ligaments,  &c.  Notwithstanding  this,  nei¬ 
ther  of  çhefe  patients  experienced-  any  accident,  the 
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pains  fubfided  a  few  hours  after  the  application  of  the 
dreflings,  and  the  union  took  place  equally  foon  as  in 
fradures  of  the  molt  fimple  defcription.  The  man 
foon  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  limb,  nor  is  a  doubt  to 
be  entertained  that  the  cafe  of  the  woman  would  have 
fucceeded  equally  well,  if  fhe  had  not  funk  from  ex¬ 
treme  weaknefs. 

All  writers,  however,  agree  in  defcribing,  in  the 
moft  horrid  colours,  the  fymptoms  attendant  on  thefe 
fpecies  of  fradure.  The  callus,  agreeably  to  their 
account,  is  diffuled  in  the  cavity  of  the  joint,  the  fy- 
novia  thickens,  and  the  ligaments  take  on  a  difeafed 
ad  ion  :  thefe  circumftances  are  followed  with  the  mod: 
ferions  confequences,  and,  in  their  opinion,  ankilofis 
is  perhaps  the  moil  favourable  termination.  Frac¬ 
tures  in  the  neighbourhood  of  joints  are  often  extreme¬ 
ly  dangerous  :  cc  Independent  of  the  immobility  and 
ftiffnefs,  the  ligaments  and  the  tendons  become  difea¬ 
fed  from  the  pain  and  inflammation,  abfcefles,  convul- 
fions,  gangrene,  often  come  on,  and  render  amputa¬ 
tion  neceffary  to  lave  the  life  of  the  patient.’'  * 

Compound  fradures  of  the  thigh  are  generally 
mortal,  when  near  the  articulations/ ’  f  Such  is  the 
language  of  Heifler,  and  of  all  the  writers  who  have 
written  on  fradures. 

As  the  patients,  whofe  cafes  have  been  mentioned, 
did  not  experience  thefe  fymptoms,  is  it  not  probable, 
or  even  certain,  that  the  fuccefs  was  to  be  attributed 

*  Inftit.  de  Chir.  part  ift,  book  2d,  chap.  ift,  9. 

•ft  Id.  ibid.  chap.  8th,  N°  9. 
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to  the  plan  of  treatment  adopted,  particularly  to  the 
extenfion  that  was  kept  up  ;  for,  neither  bleeding, 
medicine,  or  even  a  ftrid  regimen,  was  enjoined  £ 
With  refped  to  the  fad  of  the  callus  being  diffufed 
in  the  cavity  of  the  articulation,  Mr.  Default  is  of 
opinion  that  it  is  merely  ideal  ;  fo  far  from  experience 
verifying  the  fad,  it  feems,  on  the  contrary,  abfolute- 
ly  to  contradid  its  exiftence.  The  cure,  without  an- 
kilofis,  in  fradures  of  the  olecranon  and  patella,  and 
the  cafes  that  have  been  related,  all  militate  againft 
this  opinion. 

Mr.  Default  obferves  alfo,  that,  in  bodies  fubmitted 
to  diffedion,  in  whom  there  have  been  fradures  com¬ 
municating  with  the  articulation,  no  protuberance  of 
callus  has  been  difcovered,  but  always  a  groove  of 
more  or  lefs  depth  at  the  part  where  the  union  took 
place. 
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Cafe 


Cafe  of  a  /furious  Hernia  occafioned  by  an  Hydatid  of  4 
confiderable  Size ,  cured  by  Excifion . 


1 

[By  Mr.  Manqtoy,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


TH  E  hiftory  of  fingular  cafes,  particularly  of 
thofe  whofe  fymptoms  are  equivocal,  fhould 
be  feduloufly  collebled,  and  will  be  read  with  peculiar 
fatisfadtion  by  thofe  who  take  an  intereft  in  their  pro- 
feffion.  Of  this  description  is  the  following  cafe. — - 
The  fymptoms  were  fufHciendy  delufory  and  equivo¬ 
cal  to  deceive  a  number  of  furgeons  who  attended 
to  the  cafe. 

Louifa  Lataiile,  of  St.  Roch,  aged  12  years,  had 
for  feveral  years  a  tumour  in  her  right  groin,  which  in- 
creafed  daily  in  fize.  Whilft  it  remained  fmall,  fhe 
concealed  the  circumftance  from  her  mother,  nor  did 
fhe  mention  it  till  it  had  grown  to  the  fize  of  a  hen’s 
egg.  A  furgeon  was  confulted,  who  faid  it  was  a 
hernia,  and  ordered  a  trufs.  The  poverty  of  the 
parents  not  admitting  of  the  expence,  fhe  was  brought 
to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where  it  is  the  cuftom  to  give 
truffes  to  thofe  afflicted  with  herniæ.  The  tumour 

•  ■  a  »  %(  /  *  •  *  }»- 

was  oval  in  its  fhape,  and  extended  immediately 
from  the  abdominal  ring  to  the  labium  of  the  fame 
fide  ;  it  was  circumfcribed,  fmooth,  and  moveable, 
without  any  alteration  of  colour  in  the  integuments, 
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and  unattended  with  pain.  It  feemed  to  increafe  in  fize, 
and  to  defcend,  when  the  patient  coughed  or  cried  ; 
and,  when  the  ring  was  preffed  on  by  the  fingers,  it 
appeared  to  lengthen  acrofs  this  aperture. 

Thefe  fymptoms  were  fufficient  to  lead  to  the 
fufpicion  of  the  exiftence  of  a  hernia.  Mr.  Default 
made  forne  attempts  at  the  reduction,  and  it  feemed 
in  fome  meafure  to  yield  to  the  preffure,  and  appear¬ 
ed  to  diminifh  in  fize,  but  yet  did  not  return.  From 
this  circumftance  Mr.  Default  entertained  fome  doubts 
of  its  nature,  but  did  not  decifively  determine  that  it 
was  not  a  hernia,  as  herniæ  frequently  occur  that  are 
irreducible  from  adhefions.  By  preffing  the  tumour 
gently  between  the  fingers,  Mr.  Default  conceived 
he  felt  a  fluctuation  ;  but  even  this  is  an  equivocal 
fign,  as  there  is  a  quantity  of  ferofity  often  contained 
in  the  hernial  fac,  that  might  give  this  fenfation  :  but, 
on  placing  a  light  on  one  fide  of  the  tumour,  it 
appeared  perfe&ly  tranfparent  throughout  its  whole 
extent;  and,  when  drawn  downwards  by  the  hand,  was 
detached  fufficiently  from  the  abdominal  ring  to 
leave  a  fpace  between  it  and  the  tumour  fufficiently 
large  to  admit  the  finger,  a  proof  that  it  had  no  con-r 
neftion  with  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

This  fact  clearly  proved  the  impoflibility  of  its 
being  a  hernia  ;  and,  when  conjoined  with  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  -fluctuation  and  tranfparency,  left  little 
doubt  of  its  nature.  Mr.  Default  conceived  it  was 
an  aqueous  tumour,  of  the  hydatid  fpecies,  which 
might  in  fact  be  termed  hydrocele,  from  the  re^ 
femblance  it  had  to  that  difeafe. 
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He  iu formed  the  mother  that  no  advantage  could 
poffibly  be  derived  from  the  application  of  a  bondage  $ 
but  that  a  radical  cure  could  be  effected  by  an  operation} 
no  way  dangerous.  Sopae  time  afterwards,  the  woman 
returned  with  the  child  to  the  firft  furgeon  fhe  had 
confulted,  who,  on  re-examination,  perfifted  in  ftis 
former  opinion,  that  it  was  a  hernia.  A  third  furgeon, 
>yho  examined  the  child,  w^s  of  the  fame  opinion  a^ 
the  firft,  and  conceived  Mr.  Default’s  only  motive 
for  declining  the  ufe  of  a  bandage  arofe  from  his 
not  being  able  to  reduce  it,  and  alfo  from  the  fize 
not  admitting  of  the  application  of  a  truft.  He  ex- 
preflly  recommended  that  no  operation  fhould  be 
performed . 

But  the  mother,  refiedting  on  the  inconveniences 
that  would  arife  when  the  child  fhould  attain  a  more 
advanced  age,  a  fortnight  afterwards  returned  to 
the  Hôtel  Dieu  with  the  child.  Mr.  Default  was 
Hill  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  recommended,  as  before, 
the  operation  to  be  performed.  Sire  left  the  girl  in 
the  hofpital,  who  underwent  the  operation  on  the  1 9th 
of  Sept.  1789. 

Mr.  Default  placed  himfelf  op  the  right  fide  of  the 
patient,  who  was  laicl  on  her  back,  and  fupported  by 
afhfiants.  He  began  the  operation  by  forming  a  fold 
of  thp  integuments,  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to, 
the  tumour  ;  wjiilft  an  aftiftant,  of  the  oppofite  fide, 
held  firm  one  of  its  extremities.  He  then  made  an 
ipcifion  through  this  fold,  from  above  downwards, 
with  a  lirait  bifloury  :  then  held  with  the  thumb 
and  index- finger  of  the  left  hand  the  edges  of  the 
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wound,  whilft  the  affiftant  did  the  fame.  He  profecuted 
his  incifion  to  the  inferior  part  of  the  tumour,  when 
he  difeovered  a  pouch  or  cyft,  refembling  a  hernial 
fee,  united  to  the  integuments  only  by  a  thin  cdT 
lular  fubftance. 

The  tranfparency  of  the  tumour  was  obvious,  and 
the  fiudtuation  diftindt.  It  w:as  attempted  to  be  opened 
in  the  fame  cautious  manner  as  a  hernial  fac  ;  by 
differing,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  pair  of  differing 
forceps,  the  different  layers  of  cellular  fubftance,  of 
which  this  cyft  was  compoled.  But  the  tenfity  of  this 
cyft  did  not  admit  of  being  opened  in  this  manner» 
The  certainty  of  the  exiftence  of  a  fluid  at  the 
anterior  part  of  the  tumour  induced  Mr.  Default 
to  open  it  with  the  point  of  his  biftoury,  without 
any  apprehenflon.  There  was  inftantly  a  fmall  dif- 
charge  of  limpid  fluid.  The  cyft  was  then  opened 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  by  introducing  a 
grooved  found,  and  cutting  on  it  with  the  point  of 
the  biftoury.  The  juftice  of  Mr.  Default’s  opinion 
was  then  completely  proved  :  no  folid  fubftance  was 
found  in  the  cyft,  it  contained  only  a  wine-glafs  full 
of  a  limpid  fluid,  flmilar  to  what  is  ob.ferved  in 
hydrocele.  This  cyft  was  not  connected  with  the 
perItoneum  ;  but,  like  all  other  cyfts,  compofed  of 
condenfed  cellular  fubftance.  It  was  about  a  quarter 
of  a  line  in  thicknefs.  The  Tides  of  the  cyft  wore 
differed,  and  the  bottom  left,  which  could  not  be 
detached,  but  with  infinite  difficulty  and  pain. 

Wbilft  the  patient  was  crying  from  the  pain  ffie 
endured,  Mr.  Default  oblerved,  in  the  internal  and 
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towards  the  upper  part  of  the  cyft,  correfponding  to 
the  abdominal  ring,  a  tumour  of  the  frze  of  a  large  ' 
walnut,  which  difappeared  when  fhe  ceafed  crying  ;  was 
of  a  greyidi  colour,  and  returnable  by  a  flight  degree 
of  preffure.  No  doubt  was  '  entertained  that  it  was  a 
defeent  of  the  peritoneum  with  the  inteftines  through  the 
abdominal  ring,  occafioned  by  the  exertion  of  crying. 
This  fadt  explained  fatisfadtodly  the  fy mptoms  of  the 
tumour  augmenting  in  fize  when  the  patient  coughed  ; 
a  circumftance  that  tended  much  to  mi  (lead  the  fur- 
geon  in  his  ideas  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

The  operation  was  quick,  attended  with  little  pain, 
and  with  fcarce  any  eftuffion  of  blood.  The  bottom 
of  the  wound  was  dreffed  with  linen,  perforated  with 
many  holes  :  a  doffil  of  lint  was  placed  on  the  abdo¬ 
minal  ring,  to  prevent  any  farther  defeent  of  the 
peritoneum  :  the  reft  of  the  wound  filled  up  with 
coarfe  lint,  on  which  comprefles  were  laid,  and  thefe 
retained  in  their  fituation  by  the  triangular  bandage 
commonly  ufed  in  affedtions-  of  the  groin. 

The  treatment  of  the  cafe  was  fimple,  the  wound 
being  only  dreffed  with  dry  lint.  Suppuration  took 
place  by  the  fifth  day.  The  bottom  of  the  wound, 
anfwering  to  the  cyft,  was  of  a  dirty  greyifh  colour, 
and  its  furface  covered  with  fmall  particles  of  the 
fame  appearance  :  thefe  were  detached,  and  red 
granulations  began  to  appear.  By  the  12th,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  cyft  completely  exfoliated,  and 
the  wound  was  cicatrized  by  the  15  th  of  Odtobev 
2 5  days  after  the  operation. 
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Cafe  of  an  Operation  for  a  Bubonocele . 

[By  Mr.  J.  B.  J.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel 

Dieu.] 


HARLES  Leroux  was  affîiôled  from  his  infancy 


with  a  hernia  on  the  right  fide  ;  he  wore  a  fimple 
bandage  for  fome  months,  which  ferved  to  prevent 
its  defeent.  This  young  man,  who  was  by  trade  a 
hog-butcher,  had  for  many  years  undergone  the 
fatigues  incident  to  his  employment,  without  being 
troubled  with  a  return  of  his  hernia. 

On  the  19th  of  Auguft,  1790,  in  endeavouring 
to  lift  a  confiderable  weight,  he  felt  a  fudden  pain 
in  the  groin,  accompanied  with  a  noife,  that  induced 
him  to  believe  fomething  had  been  torn  in  the  part. 
There  was  immediately  an  appearance  of  an  oval 
tumour,  of  about  two  inches  in  length,  below  the 
abdominal  ring  :  this  was  foon  fucceeded  by  naufea 
and  vomiting.  A  furgeon  was  fent  for,  who  bled 
him  ;  and  recommended  that  he  fhould  be  imme¬ 
diately  taken  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  and  carefully  to 
avoid  preffing  the  tumour.  However  he  was  not 
taken  to  the  hofpital  till  next  day.  The  pain  in  the 
groin  at  this  time  was  acute,  and  the  vomiting  fre¬ 
quent;  the  pulfe,  however,  was  not  confiderably 
raifed.  He  wras  immediately  put  in  the  warm  bath. 
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where  he  remained  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  without 
deriving  any  eafe.  An  enema  was  adminiftered,  with- 
cut  producing  a  better  effect  :  after  which  the  tumour 
was  fhaved  and  covered  with  a  cataplafm  ;  a  drink 
was  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  a  few  fpoonfuls  at  a 
time,  with  a  ptifan  of  dog’s  tooth  fweetened  with 
id  up  of  lemons. 

In  the  event  the  fymptoms  were  the  fame,  except 
that  the  abdomen  was  confiderably  painful  :  the  bath 
was  repeated,  and  the  cataplafm  continued.  He  had 
an  indifferent  night,  and  the  next  day  the  abdomen 
was  more  fenfible,  and  the  tumour  had  become  hard 
and  painful  ;  the  naufea  was  continual,  and  accompa¬ 
nied  fome times  with  hiccups  ;  the  pulfe  was  frnall  and 
concentrated,  and  the  patient  obvioufly  weakened.— 
The  bath  and  enema  were  repeated  without  any  of 
theie  fymptoms  being  alleviated.  At  this  time,  no 
hopes  being  entertained  of  reduction,  the  operation 
became  indifpenfable,  as  its  delay  would  have  been 
attended  with  danger.  The  patienj:  readily  confented  : 
he  was  carried  to  the  theatre,  and  the  operation  per¬ 
formed  in  the  following  manner  : 

The  furgeon  formed,  at  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
tumour,  a  tranfyejrfe  fold  of  the  integuments  :  the  af¬ 
filiant  held  one  of  the  extremities  of  this  fold,  whilft 
he  held  the  other  himfelf  j  then,  with  one  flroke  of 
the  biftoury,  divided  this  fold  to  its  bafe  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  tumour  :  he  then  laid  hold  of  one  of  the 
ildes  of  the  inferior  angle  of  the  wound,  whilft  the 
other  was  lifted  up  by  the  affiftant  ;  and  thus  elevating 
fucceffively  that  portion  of  the  ikin  he  wiflied  to  dff 
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vide,  he  profecuted  his  incifion  to  the  bottom  of  thé 
tumour.  An  artery,  fituated  at  the  Juperior  and  ex¬ 
ternal  part  of  the  wound,  was  fecured.  The  hernial 
fac  was  plainly  difcovered  :  the  furgeon,  with  the  af~ 
fiftance  of  a  pair  of  diffeding  forceps,  opened  it  in 
the  middle,  firft  diffeding  the  different  ftrata  with  the 
utmoft  caution,  till  he  had  made  a  fufficient  aperture 
to  admit  a  grooved  ftaff,  on  which  he  divided  the- 
fac  through  its  whole  length,  in  the  lame  direction  as 
the  external  incifion.  The  fac  was  found  to  contain 
a  portion  of  inteftine  of  a  brownifh  red  colour,,  about 
three  inches  in  length  ;  it  was  fituated  anteriorly,  and 
on  the  outfide  of  the  fpermatic  cord.  The  ftrangu- 
lation  was  formed  by  the  ring,  and  it  was  with  fome 
difficulty  the  grooved  ftaff  could  be  introduced  by  an 
affiftant,  whilft  the  furgeon  difengaged  the  ftrangula¬ 
ted  portion  of  the  gut  with  his  fingers  placed  behind 
the  ftaff.  With  thefe  precautions  he  conduded  his 
biftoury  along  the  groove  of  the  ftaff,  he  divided  the 
ring  in  a  diredion  upwards  and  outwards.  An  incv 
fion  of  about  one  line  in  length  was  fufficient  to  difen- 
gage  the  ftrangulated  portion  ;  a  conftderable  portion 
of  the  inteftine  was  pulled  down,  which  was  found  in 
a  natural  and  healthy  ftate  both  above  and  below  the 
ftrangulated  part.  By  gentle  compreffion  with  the  palm 
of  the  hand,  with  a  flight  degree  of  motion,  a  part  of 
the  contents  of  the  inteftines  were  returned  into  the 
abdomen:  no  difficulty  was  then  experienced  in  finifh- 
ing  the  redudion,  by  pre fling  the  gut  towards  the  ring, 
and  returning  into  the  cavity  by  the  aftiftance  of  the 
two  fore- fingers. 
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The  bottom  of  the  wound  was  die  fled  with  fine 
linen,  perforated  with  holes  and  filled  with  coarfe  lint; 
fome  lint  applied  on  the  furface,  three  long  compref- 
fes,  and  the  T  bandage,  compofed  the  reft  of  the 
dreflings. 

The  fymptoms  fubftded  the  moment  the  redudtion 
was  accompliftied  :  four  hours  afterwards  he  had  an 
evacuation,  and  the  following  night  he  had  nine  or 
ten  bilious  ftools.  The  next  day,  and  the  day  after, 
he  had  nearly  the  fame  number  of  evacuations,  and  of 
the  fame  defcription. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fécond  day  the  dreflings 
were  wet  with  an  emollient  decodtion,  which  practice 
was  continued  till  the  15th.  At  this  period,  the  pus 
being  thick  and  in  confiderable  quantity,  dry  lint  was 
only  employed. 

Till  the  30th  day  the  wound  went  on  perfedtly  well, 
and  was  not  more  than  an  inch  in  extent  ;  but,  at  this 
time,  the  edges  became  painful,  and  the  bottom  had 
a  pale  unhealthy  appearance.  As  the  patient’s  health 
was  good,  this  circumftance  was  attributed  to  fome 
local  irritation  :  his  diet  was,  however,  a  little  diminifh- 
ed,  and  the  furface  touched  with  the  lapis  infernalis. 
It  was  dreffed  the  next  day  and  the  following  ones 
with  an  emollient  decodtion  :  this  treatment  fucceed- 
ed  :  cicatrization  was  completed  in  49  days  after  the 
operation.  He  was  difcharged  the  hofpital  fome  days 
afterwards,  when  the  cicatrix  was  fufficiently  firm  to 
bear  the  prdlure  of  the  cufhion  of  an  elaftic  trufs. 
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Cafe  of  Retention  cf  Urine ,  from  a  ParaJyfs  of  the 

Bladder . 


[By  M.  Vertel,  D.  M.  at  Sombacour.] 

R.  Vertel  was  confulted  on  the  3d  of  January, 


1791,  by  a  woman  of  Chantrans,  58  years  of 
age.  Her  general  health  had  been  indifferent  for 
many  years  ;  fhe  was  affiifted  with  nervous  fymptoms 
and  rheumatifm,  particularly  in  her  back  5  her  fkin 
was  dry  and  fcaly.  She  had  been  affefled  with  fre¬ 
quent  colds,  and  had  an  habitual  cough.  About  four 
months  fince  her  lower  extremities  became  fwelled 
and  paralytic,  attended  with  violent  pain  in  the  legs  ;  * 
there  was  a  confiant  flow, of  urine,  which  came  away 
drop  by  drop  ;  a  confiderable  tumour  was  obferved 
extending  from,  the  region  of  the  pubis  as  high  as  the 
umbilicus  ;  the  expe flotation  was  laborious  and  pu™ 
riform,  the  pulfe  fmall  and  frequent.  Monf.  Vertel 
recommended  the  ufe  of  the  catheter,  with  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  blifters  to  the  legs,  and  terebinthinate  medi- 

*  The  idea  of  a  perfect  paralyfis  excludes  every  idea  of  pain. 
Nervous  paralyfis  is  ibmetimes  accompanied  with  pain,  and  often 
with  convulfions  :  thus  thofe,  who  may  not  approve  of  terming  a 
paralyfis  an  inability  of  moving  the  lower  extremities,  (with  which 
this  patient  was  afiii&ed,)  may  characterize  the  difeafh  agreeably 
to  the  dogmas  of  art  or  in  conformity  to  their  own  ideas. 
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tines  to  be  exhibited.  But  the  furgeon,  who  had  thé 
immediate  direction  of  the  patient,  was  of  a  contrary 
opinion  ;  and,  viewing  it  as  a  cafe  of  incontinence  of 
Urine,  afferted  that  the  patient  would  be  loft  if  the 
cathether  .vas  paffed. 

After  a  few  days  had  tranfpired  Dr.  Yertel  was 
again  called  in,  when  he  found  the  patient  in  the 
fituation  juft  deferibed.  On  the  tuntoui*  being  preff- 
ed,  the  urine  flowed  in  confiderable  quantity  :  from 
this  circumftance  it  was  evident,  that,  conjoined  with 
other  affeCtions,  fhe  had  a  retention  of  urine,  occa- 
fioned  by  palfy  or  extreme  weaknefs  of  the  bladder* 
and  that  the  tumour  above  the  pubis  was  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  extraordinary  diftenfion  of  that  vifeus. 

Immediately  on  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  two 
pints  and  a  half  of  thick  foetid  urine  were  difehar- 
ged,  and  the  tumour  confequently  fubfided.  The 
urine,  however,  could  not  be  completely  evacuated, 
from  the  pain  induced  by  comprefiion  of  the  tumour  : 
injections  were  thrown  into  the  bladder,  by  which 
means  that  vifeus  was  cleanfed  of  a  quantity  of  pu¬ 
rulent  matter. 

A  confiderable  difeharge  was  obtained  from  the 
blifters  that  were  applied  to  the  legs,  and  the  fwelling 
of  the  lower  extremities  had  nearly  perfectly  fubfided  ; 
the  pain  in  the  legs  had  confiderably  diminifhed,  and 
was  followed  with  fome  degree  of  feeling  and  mo¬ 
tion  5  but  it  was  neceffary  Bill  to  perfift  in  the  ufe  of 
the  catheter.  Dr.  Vertel  at  this  period  was  determi¬ 
ned  on  the  application  of  a  blifter  to  the  facrum,  near 
the  origin  of  thofe  nerves  that  are  diflributed  to  the 
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bladder  :  but  the  fymptoms  that  now  came  on  were 
strongly  indicative  of  approaching  death.  The  filver 
catheter  was  tinged  black  by  the  pus  that  was  abun¬ 
dantly  difeharged,  the  urine  alkalefcent,  the  patient  in 
the  iafl  ftage  of  weaknefs,  and  fubjeff  to  continual 
faintings.  In  fix  days  from  the  period  Dr.  Vertel 
was  confuted,  fire  funk  under  the  difeafe. 

The  relations  of  the  deceafed  were  unwilling  to  have 
her  opened. 

*;>  -A 

Dr.  Vertel  feems  to  fufpect,  that  the  primary  caufe 
of  the  different  complaints  of  this  woman  might  be 
■attributed  to  a  defedl  in  the  infenfible  perlpiration, 
■and  that  if  warm  baths,  particularly  in  the  form  of 
vapour,  and  other  antifpafmodics  had  been  employed  in 
the  firft  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  they  would  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs.  The  infenfible  perfpiration  being 
checked;,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Vertel,  accounts  for 
the  long  duration  of  .pulmonic  and  other  ulcers  ;  and, 
in  thefe  cafes,  he  remarks,  that  the  moft  important 
■advantages  may  be  expected  from  the  ufe  of  vapour 
baths,  afiifled  by  the  cautery  and  feton,  methods  too 
'-much  negledted  by  the  moderns.  For  thefe  ideas  we 
-are  principally  indebted  to  Mr.  Peyrilhe. 
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An  Extra  of  from  the  Journal  de  Medicine  of  Francfort , 
17  S  9,  Third  Part,  Page  174. 

[Translated  from  the  German.] 

.  .  CASE  I.  : 

*  '  i  .  .  }  ,  .  ,  y  'T  c  x 

A  Girl  between  fix  and  feven  years  of  age,  in 
July,  17885  was  attacked  with  an  inflammatory 
fever,  accompanied  with  bilious  vomitings  and  violent 
pain  in  the  abdomen.  Ipecacuanha  was  prefcribed, 
and  a  decobtion  of  tamarinds  ordered  as  a  drink  : 
this  decodtion  was  alfo  adminiftered  in  the  form 

m ' 

of  an  enema.  The  Surface  of  the  abdomen  was  rub¬ 
bed  with  a  camphorated  liniment,  with  the  view  of 
mitigating  the  pain,  and  afterwards  covered  with 
emollient  herbs  that  had  been  boiled  in  milk. 

Delirium  took  place  on  the  fécond  day.  She  was 
ordered  to  be  bled,  and,  from  the  inflammatory  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  blood,  venefedtion  was  repeated  in 
the  evening.  The  next  day  blifters  were  applied  to 
both  the  legs  :  about  noon  the  extremities  were  cold, 
and  the  pulfe  fo  extremely  weak  that  the  parents, 
were  apprehenfive  the  child  was  dead  5  but,  towards 
the  evening,  the  pulfe  and  other  fymptoms  of  return¬ 
ing  life  were  diftinguiShed,  when  it  was  deemed  pro¬ 
per  to  raife  the  blifters,. 


As 
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As  the  region  of  the  bladder  was  more  acutely 
fenfible  than  the  reft:  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  urine  not  free,  and  attended  with 
pain,  this  region  was  covered  with  a  melilot  plafter, 
in  which  fome  cantharides  were  incorporated.  The 
pain  diminifhed  ;  yet,  from  the  tenfion  of  the  abdomen, 
the  ufe  of  the  emollient  cataplafm  was  ftill  continued, 
and  warm  bathing  ordered  twice  a  day. 

The  child  was  foon  out  of  danger,  and  even 
ordered  to  take  an  airing  in  a  carriage.  In  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  the  furgeon  was  dreffing  the  blifter,  he 
perceived  an  elevation  in  the  umbilical  region  ;  and 
two  days  afterwards  a  fluduation  of  matter  was  evi¬ 
dent  :  the  phyftcian  was  apprized  of  the  circumftance. 
The  infant  was  examined,  when  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  pus  was  diffufed  in  the  abdominal 
cavity  :  an  opening  fufficiently  large  was  refolved  on, 
and  a  confiderable  difeharge  took  place  of  white 
aqueous  and  inodorous  matter.  A  hollow  tent  was 
introduced,  with  à  view  of  facilitating  the  difeharge 
of  the  matter,  and  retained  on  the  parts  by  means 
of  thread  and  an  adhefive  plafter.  The  ufe  of  the 
tent  was  continued  twice  a  day  for  eight  days,  when 
it  was  left  off. 

A  ftrong  decodion  of  bark  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  internally,  which  (he  continued  for  three  months. 
During  this  interval  ftie  recovered  her  health  and 
ftrength;  and,  in  fad,  was  radically  cured.  The 
Umbilicus  re-affumed  its  natural  appearance. 

#  w  .  .  V.  .*  '  »  *  »  i  * 
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CASE  II. 


Woman  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  a 


Jl  JL  plethoric  habit,  was  attacked  at  the  latter 
period  of  pregnancy  with  a  convulfive  cough.  The 
day  after  her  .lying-in  Ihe  experienced  a  Hidden 
fright.  A  violent  and  continued  fever  foon  appeared, 
the  pulfe  became  hard  and  full,  with  a  violent  fenfe 
of  heat  in  the  cheeks,  accompanied  with  extraordinary 
rednefs.  No  milk  was  fecreted  in  the  breafts  -,  the 
lochia  were  fuppreffed  the  belly  painful,  hard,  and 
prodigiouOy  fwelled. 

But  we  Ihould  obferve,  that  in  her  ordinary  Hate, 
when  Ihe  was  not  pregnant,  her  belly  was  fufïiciently 
pendulous  to  cover  half  her  thighs  when  fhe  was 
feared. 

Thefe  fymptoms  feemed  to  announce  a  milky 
abfcefs  :  proper  internal  remedies  were  prefcribed, 
dyllers  were  ordered  to  be  adminiflred  frequently,  and 
the  belly  to  be  covered  with  emollient  poultices.  The 
nurfe,  to  whofe  attention  this  laft  application  was  con¬ 
fided,  applied  them  too  hot  r  and,  though  the  patient 
made  no  complaint,  three  black  fpots,  indicative  of 
fphacelus,  were  perceived  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
abdomen. 

A  furgeon  was  fent  for,  who  employed  ftyrax,  and 
the  ufual  topical  applications  adopted  on  thefe  occa¬ 
sions.  In  about  three  weeks  thefe  elchars  feparated. 
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but  the  fever,  vomiting,  conftipation,  pain,  and 
tenfion  of  the  abdomen.  Hill  continued.  The  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  poultices  was  perfifted  in. 

One  day,  when  the  lurgeon  was  alone  with  his 
patient,  he  perceived  an  evident  fiu&uation  of  matter, 
under  one  of  the  parts  that  had  been  fphacelated.  He 
plunged  in  his  lancet  to  a  confiderable  depth  without 
hefitation,  and  a  great  quantity  of  white  pus,  fimilar 
to  milk,  was  difcharged. 

The  patient  felt  no  pain  from  the  incifion,  and  the 
furgeon  fuffered  her  to  fuppofe  that  the  opening  was 
fpontaneous,  and  that  it  took  place  at  the  time  he 
was  prefiing  it  with  his  fingers.  At  each  drefling, 
and  during  the  intervals,  there  was  an  extraordinary 
difcharge  of  purulent  matter,  the  iffue  of  which  was 
facilitated  in  a  fimilar  way  as  in  the  preceding  cafe. 
The  life  of  the  woman  was  in  a  fcate  extremely 
dubious  for  many  weeks  ;  and  two  months  had 
tranfpired  before  fhe  began  to  ‘regain  her  ftrength. 
The  fuppuration  at  this  time  began  to  diminilh,  and 
the  orifice  gradually  clofed.  Three  months  after  the 
operation  the  menfes  returned,  and  from  this  period 
her  health  was  perfe&ly  re-eftablilhed. 
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S  chirr  us  Affeëîîcns,  with  Contractions  of  the  inteftinuM 

ReCtum, 

[By  Mr,  Derrecagaix,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôte! 

Dieu.] 

CASE  L 

R  Color,  forty-four  years  of  age,  towards  the 
9  latter  part  of  the  year  1787,  was  afflidted  with 
fmarting  pains  about  the  verge  of  the  arms,  which 
conftantly  returned  when  fhe  had  occafion  to  go  to 
{tool.  At  this  time  the  paffage  of  the  fceces  became 
obflrudted  by  hard  and  painful  tubercles;  and  the 
pain  was  now  infupportable,  from  a  confiant  defire 
to  go  to  ftool,  without  being  able  to  evacuae. 

Many  furgeons  and  phyficians  w^ere  confulted, 
who  confidered  her  fymptoms  as  referable  to  the 
hemorrhoids,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  her  com¬ 
plaint  would  yield  to  the  remedies  ufually  adopted 
in  fimilar  cafes. 

Ointments,  fomentations,  baths,  drinks,  foap  bo- 
luffes,  pills,  &c.  were  for  many  fucceflive  months 
unfuccefsfully  employed.  The  difeafe  increafed  in  a 
rapid  degree,  and  the  paffage  to  the  foeces  became 
fo  difficult,  that  only  a  few  fmall  portions  were  eva¬ 
cuated,  after  the  patient  had  gone  twenty  times  to  the 
night-chair.  The  form  and  fize  of  the  evacuated 
fceces  were  about  the  bignefs  of  a  quill,  and  they 

were 
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were  voided  with  fuch  incredible  pain,  that*  from  the 
account  of  the  woman,  who  had  had  nine  children, 
they  exceeded  the  pains  of  child-birth. 

To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  thefe  evacuations 
as  much  as  it  lay  in  her  power,  fhe  endured  the 
utmoft  extremity  of  hunger  ;  and  fhe  was  reduced 
to  fuch  a  (late  from  her  weaknefs  and  bufferings,  that 
fhe  could  fcarce  fupport  herfelf  at  the  time  of  her 
admiffion  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  15th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1791. 

Mr.  Default  attempted  in  vain  to  pafs  his  finger  up 
the  reCtum,  and  with  difficulty  fucceeded  in  paffing 
up  a  female  found,  by  alternately  moving  it  from 
the  right  to  the  left,  and  by  carefully  avoiding  the 
indurated  tubercles  ;  which,  from  filling  up  almofi: 
the  whole  cavity  of  the  canal,  effectually  prevented 
the  introduction  of  the  found  in  a  right  line. 

Compreffion  was  the  plan  adopted  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  this  difeafe,  which  was  produced  by  means 
of  a  tent  of  long  lint,  knotted  and  folded  in  the 
middle,  dipped  in  cerate,  and  introduced  into  the 
reCtum,  by  an  affiftant,  by  means  of  a  forked  probe. 
Though  this  tent  did  not  exceed  in  diameter  the  fize 
of  a  quill,  it  could  not  be  introduced  above  two 
inches  up  the  reCtum.  On  the  external  tubercles, 
thick  comprefies  were  placed,  and  fupported  by  a 
triangular  bandage.  The  patient  was  put  on  rice 
diet,  and  ordered  a  flight  diaphoretic  decoCtion,  for 
a  common  drink.  ♦ 

This  woman  from  this  day  grew  better  ;  and,  from 
the  flimulus  of  this  kind  of  fuppofitory  in  the  reCtum, 

S  4  fhe 
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fine  had  •  in  the  evening  a  copious  flool,  without  the 
fame  degree  of  pain  that  Hie  ordinarily  experienced. 
She  was  dreffed  in  the  fame  manner  as  before  ;  but 
the  tent  admitted  of  being  introduced  higher  up. 
The  dreffings  remained  on  till  the  next  day,  when 
they  were  removed  for  the  convenience  of  adminif- 
tering  an  enema  ;  which,  by  foftening  the  fceces* 
procured  their  evacuation  without  any  confiderable 
pain. 

A  larger  and  a  longer  tent  than  was  employed 
the  evening  before  was  now  eafily  introduced.  The 
dreffings  were  renewed  twice  a  day,  till  the  6th  day, 
increafing  the  length  and  fize  of  the  tent  by  degrees. 
She  began  now  to  regain  her  flrength,  and  by  means 
of  an  enema,  adminiftred  in  the  morning,  the  excre¬ 
ments  were  voided  without  pain.  The  redtum  was 
fufficiently  diftended  to  admit  of  the  introduction  of 
the  finger. 

Mr.  Default,  in  examining  as  high  up  in  the  gut 
as ,  he  was  able  to  reach,  felt  diftindliy  fome  callus 
knobs  or  tubercles,  extremely  fenfible,  and  very  hard 
at  their  bafe,  but  lefs  fo  towards  their  edges,  which 
had,  without  doubt,  been  foftened  by  the  compreffion 
of  the  tent. 

The  dreffings  were  now  only  changed  once  in  24 
hours,  and  the  fize  of  the  tents  were  gradually  in- 
creafed  to  a  confiderable  fize.  The  patient  was  not 
incommoded  by  their  prefence,  and  her  health  and 

flrength  daily  improved. 

On  the  15th  day,  Mr.  Default  re-examined  the 
Hate  of  the  intefline  $  and,  infix  ad  of  hard  painful 

tubercles. 
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tubercles,  there  were  only  fome  foft  deprefled  wrincles* 
which  were  not  painful  to  the  touch.  The  tubercles 
that  were  fituated  near  the  verge  of  the  anus  were 
fo  deprertfed,  that  no  vertiges  were  now  to  be  per¬ 
ceived.  The  ufe  of  the  tents  were  ftill  perfifted  in* 
and  augmented  gradually  in  fize,  till,  by  the  35th  day, 
they  wrere  increafed  to  one  inch  in  diameter. 

On  the  45  th  day,  the  woman  was  inftrudled  in 
the  manner  of  parting  the  tents,  that  fhe  might  from 
time  to  time  ufe  them  herfelf,  and  by  this  method 
prevent  for  the  future  the  return  of  the  difeafe.  She 
continued  to  drefs  herfelf  for  the  1 8  or  20  days  that 
fhe  remained  in  the  hofpital  for  the  more  perfect 
eftablifhment  of  her  cure  ;  after  which  period  fhe 
was  difcharged,  being  the  67th  day  from  her  admif- 
fion,  and  2  6  months  from  the  commencement  of  her 
difeafe. 


*  CASE  II. 

« 

MVaremque,  29  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
•  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  15th  of  Nov. 
1788,  for  a  contra&ion  of  the  re&um,  occafioned 
by  callofities.  The  gut  was  contra&ed  to  that 
degree,  that  the  extremity  of  the  finger  could  not  be 
introduced. 


In 
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In  this  inftance,  the  fame  local  treatment  was 
employed  as  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  its  addon 
affined  by  the  ufe  a  fudorific  decoction.  The 
paffage  of  the  foeces  was  facilitated,  by  the  ad- 
tniniftration  of  an  enema  morning  and  evening. 
Small  tents  were  at  firft  paffed  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but,  at  the  expiration  of  fome  days,  they 
admitted  of  being  enlarged. 

They  were  thus  progreffively  increafed  $  and,  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  firft  month,  the  inteftine 
was  fufficiently  dilated  to  admit  of  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  finger.  The  callofities  were  then  dif« 
covered  to  be  about  four  inches  high  up  in  the 
gut  ;  and  the  length  of  the  tent  v7as  proportioned 
to  the  extent  of  the  canal. 

This  treatment  was  continued  till  the  inteftine 
had  recovered  its  natural  capacity,  and  till  the 
hardnefs  had  completely  fubfided,  which  did  not 
take  place  till  towards  the  end  of  the  5  th  month. 
She  was  difmiffed  from  the  hofpital  perfedtly  cured* 
on  the  25th  of  April,  1789. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

M  Billy,  3  2  years  of  age,  had  a  cancerous  ulcer 
•  on  die  margin  of  the  anus,  with  callofities 
and  adhefions  in  the  redtum,  which  had  contradted  to 
fuch  a  degree  that  fhe  could  not  void  her  fœces  with¬ 
out  the  afiiftance  of  clyfters,  and  then  with  infuppor- 
table  pain.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu 
on  the  13  th  of  May,  17  89,  and  dreffed  with  tents 
dipt  in  cerate,  with  a  12th  part  of  ung.  mere.  A 
decodtion  of  the  fudorific  woods  was  ordered  as  a 
drink,  with  fix  grains  of  mineral  alkali  to  each  pint. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  week,  a  tent  of 
one  inch  in  diameter  could  be  introduced,  the  pa¬ 
tient  went  to  ftool  without  inconvenience,  and  the  in- 
teftine  was  perfedtly  free  :  the  return  of  this  com¬ 
plaint  was,  however,  fufpedted,  from  the  exiftence  of 
venereal  fymptoms  flrongly  characterized  :  fhe  was,  in 
confequence,  ordered  to  continue  the  ufe  of  the  tents 
for  three  months  more,  during  which  time  fhe  took 
proper  medicines  for  the  radical  cure  of  her  com- 
plaint. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 


Woman,  26  years  of  age,  came  from  Rheims 


JTjL  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  at  Paris,  to  be  cured  of  a 
confiderable  contraction  of  the  redtum,  combined 
with  fchirrus  affections  of  its  coats  3  the  cavity  of  the 
gut  to  a  confiderable  extent  was  occupied  by  diftinct, 
hard,  and  very  painful,  tubercles.  This  woman,  in¬ 
dependent  of  this  complaint,  had  condylomatous  af¬ 
fections  about  the  verge  of  the  anus,  and  two  vene¬ 
real  ulcers,  one  in  perinæo,  and  the  other  on  the 
coccix. 

Antivenereal  remedies,  and  the  fame  local  treat¬ 
ment  as  was  employed  in  the.  preceding  cafes,  was 
tifed  on  this  occafion,  but  the  fuccefs  was  not  equal  ; 
for,  at  the  end  of  fix  weeks,  there  was  little  difference 
in  the  ftate  of  the  complaint  3  and,  at  the  end  of  two 
months,  the  fize  of  the  tents  could  only  be  a  little  in- 
creafed,  and,  by  the  100th  day,  they  were  only  dilated 
fufficientiy  to  admit  the  finger.  It  is  true,  that  the 
treatment  was  interrupted  for  fome  days  by  a  confi¬ 
derable  diarrhoea,  which  occurred  about  the  middle  of 
the  third  month. 

The  ulcers  were  dreffed  with  pledgets  fpread  with 
cerate,  mixed  with  a  little  mercurial  ointment.  The 
ulcer  in  the  perinæum  healed  ;  the  other,  on  the  con-* 
îrary,  fpread,  nor  was  it  cicatrized  till  the  end  of  five 
months.  At  the  expiration  of  fix  months  the  intef- 
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tine  was  perfectly  free.  She  was  difeharged,  and  re-* 
turned  into  the  country  ;  but  was  advifed  to  continue 
the  ufe  of  the  tents,  to  prevent  a  relapfe. 


CASE  V. 


LOUISA  Grandner,  46  years  of  age,  had  been 
treated,  at  the  age  of  20,  as  a  venereal  patient# 
Some  time^after  fhe  was  attacked  with  affections  of 
the  periofteum  on  different  parts  of  the  cranium* 
which  terminated  in  abfeeffes.  Other  fymptoms  made 
their  appearance,  and  for  many  years  her  conftitution 
was  weak  and  enfeebled.  Her  health  was,  in  fome 
meafure,  re-eftablifhed  about  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1787.  Near  this  period  fhe  was  affeCted  with  a 
fenfe  of  heat  and  pain  in  the  reClum,  and  loon  after** 
wards  the  pains  became  fo  acute,  that,  on  going  to 
{tool,  fhe  was  convulfively  affeCted  :  the  difficulty  of 
voiding  the  excrements  increafed  every  day,  and  foont 
afterwards  they  paffed  away  as  fine  as  a  wire,  and 
mixed  with  pus.  She  was  advifed  again  to  undergo 
an  anti-venereal  courfe,  which  fhe  underwent  in  thç 
hofpital  of  the  Bicêtre,  and  from  which  fhe  derived 
no  advantage. 

Some  time  afterwards,  in  making  violent  efforts  to 
difeharge  the  fceces,  fhe  perceived  that  they  paffed 

by 
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fcy  the  vagina.  From  this  moment  the  flatus  and 
excrements  pafied  through  the  new-formed  paflage, 
and  the  fœces,  particularly  when  they  were  fluid, 
were  almoft  conftantly  difcharging,  even  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  patient.  In  this  fituation  fhe  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  on  the  noth  of  September, 
1790.  Mr.  Default  introduced  his  fore-finger  with 
confiderable  difficulty,  and  felt,  about  two  inches  up 
the  gut,  a  hard  callous  tubercle,  which  clofed  up 
the  inteftine.  By  means  of  gradual  dilation  he  pafied 
it,  and  difcovered,  towards  its  anterior  part,  the 
the  aperture  through  which  the  excrements  pafied 
into  the  vagina  :  it  was  about  one  inch  in  diameter, 
and  its  edges  hard  and  callous. 

A  kind  of  tent,  fomewhat  conical  in  ftiape,  dipt  in 
cerate,  was  introduced  into  the  vagina,  with  its  bafé 
turned  upwards,  that  it  might  be  lefs  liable  to  flip, 
and  at  the  fame  time  avoid  compreffing  the  urethra. 
A  tent  was  then  introduced  into  the  redtum,  the  end 
of  which  was  pafied  above  the  fchirrus  tubercle.  A 
fudorific  ptifan  was  prefcribed,  with  fix  grains  of  mi¬ 
neral  alkali  to  each  pint,  and  a  pill  ordered  to  be 
taken  night  and  morning,  compofed  of  calomel  and 
fulph.  aurat.  ant.  ââ.  gr.  i.  mixed  up  with  a  proper 
conferve. 

As  foon  as  this  treatment  was  adopted,  the  foeces 
ceafed  to  pafs  through  the  vagina,  the  tents  foon  be¬ 
came  eafier  to  introduce  into  the  inteftine,  and  were 
gradually  increafed  in  fize,  till  no  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced  on  evacuating  the  excrements  per  anum. 
By  the  ajth  day  the  compte fiion  of  the  tents  had 
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effaced  the  fchirrus  tubercle  in  the  inteftine,  the  a-r 
perture  that  communicated  with  the  vagina  was  di- 
minifhed  in  fize,  and  its  edges  thinned.  There  were 
ftill  callofities,  however,  in  the  redtum,  which  ad¬ 
mitted  of  being  diftinguiffied  by  the  end  of  the 
finger,  though  they  extended  confiderably  higher  ; 
which  was  judged  by  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
paffing  the  tents.  Thefe  callofities  were  not  yet  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed  ;  and  the  patient,  feeling  no  inconve¬ 
nience  and  conceiving  herfelf  perfectly  cured,  left  the 
hofpital.  This  ftep  fhe  had  foon  reafon  to  repent  ; 
for,  in  two  months,  the  pains  re -appeared.  She  was 
admitted  into  another  hofpital,  and,  during  the  fpace 
of  three  weeks,  her  difeafe  was  treated  by  internal 
remedies.  She  at  laft  applied  for  admiffion  into 
the  Hôtel  Dieu,  with  the  fame  train  of  fymptoms 
as  on  her  firft  admiffion. 

The  fame  plan  of  treatment  was  re-commenced, 
and  attended  with  the  fame  fiiccefs.  At  the  end  of 
two  months  there  remained  no  more  callofities  in 
the  inteftines,  the  fiftulous  opening  in  the  vagina 
was  not  above  three  lines  ‘in  diameter,  and  there 
was  reafon  to  hope,  that,  if  the  treatment  was  per¬ 
illed  in  for  fome  time  longer,  it  would  totally  have 
difappeared;  but  even  this  time  ffie  would  not  re¬ 
main  in  the  hofpital  till  the  filiula  was  perfectly 
clofed.  She  was  recommended  tô  continue  the  ufe 
of  the  tents,  which  ffie  paffed  herfelf 
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CASE  VL 


Woman,  37  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into 


*  ^  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  28  th  of  October, 
1788,  for  a  difeafe  fimilar  to  the  preceding  >  with 
this  différence,  that  the  redum  was  not  totally  doled 
by  the  caliofides,  nor  the  opening  communicating 
with  the  vagina  equally  large  ;  and  a  part  of  the 
excrements  dill  palled  by  the  anus. 

The  firlt  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  were  confequent 
to  the  difappearance  of  chancres  and  a  fuppreffed 
gonorrhoea.  The  treatment  of  the  chancres  had  been 
merely  local.  The  fchirrofities  in  the  rectum  fub- 
fided  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  from  the  ufe  of 
tents,  conjoined  with  the  exhibition  of  anti-venereal 
medicines.  The  aperture  in  the  vagina  was  ex¬ 
tremely  fmall  ;  and,  as  no  fœces  palled  through  this 
new-formed  palfage  for  a  confiderable  time,  Ihe  was 
conceived  in  no  farther  want  of  medical  affiflance, 
and  left  the  hofpital. 


Observation. 


The  cafes  that  have  been  related,  prove  that  a 
tontradion  of  the  intefunum  redum,  from  a  thick¬ 
ening  and  fchirrus  affection  of  its  coats,  is  by  no . 
means  a  rare  difeafe,  particularly  in  women.  From 
this,,  is  it  not  extraordinary  that  the  nature  of  this 
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difeafe  is  fo  imperfeétly  known  ?  One  would  have 
conceived,  that  the  attention  of  prablitioners  might 
have  been  excited  by  the  nature  of  its  fymptoms, 
its  confequences,  and  its  termination,  which  molt 
generally  has  been  fatal.  Are  we  juftified  in  fup- 
pofing,  with  Morgagni,  that  the  majority  of  phy- 
Brians  have  confounded  this  difeafe  with  the  he¬ 
morrhoids,  which  fometimes  have  produced  it  ? 

Perhaps  patients  have  concealed  the  nature  of  their 
complaints  till  the  latter  period  of  the  difeafe.  In 
fact.  Is  it  not  probable,  that,  admitting  of  no  aile-* 
viation  from  the  refources  of  art,  it  has  been  hither¬ 
to  totally  abandoned  to  nature,  or  empiricifm  ?  — * 
But  whatever  may  have  been  the  opinions  refperi> 
■ing  this  complaint,  it  is  important  to  form  our  opi¬ 
nion  refpe&ing  the  nature,  caufe,  fymptoms,  and 
treatment,  of  lo  diftreffing  a  difeafe.  With  this  view, 
we  fhall  notice  fome  cafes  that  are  dilperfed  in 
the  works  of  a  few  writers,  who  have  written  or 
compiled  on  this  fubjeri. 

In  the  Confultations  Medicales  de  Jules  Céfar 
Claudinus,  there  is  a  cafe  quoted  by  Manget,  of  a 
man  of  rank,  about  37  years  of  age,  who  was  at* 
tacked  with  this  difeafe,  fubfequent  to  the  operation 
of  excifion  for  the  hemorrhoids.  A  confiderable 
tumour  was  formed  in  the  inteftine  :  it  was  hard, 
Ihining,  fenfible  to  the  touch,  but,  however,  lefs 
painful  than  the  contiguous  parts.  The  excrements 
paffed  with  difficulty  and  pain,  which  increafed  an 
hour  after  he  had  been  to  Itool  ;  a  fymptom  that  his 
phyfician  attributed  to  an  afflux  of  humours  to  the 
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parc,  occafioncd  by  the  violent  exertions  heceffary  to 
expel  the  fœces. 

Manget  reports  a  fécond  cafe  of  the  fame  nature 
as  the  preceding*  A  bifhop,  48  years  of  age,  hy- 
pocondriacal  from  his  youth,  was  affiidted  with  the 
hemorrhoids  in  a  violent  degree*  ■  After  the  cure 
of  a  tertian  fever,  a  tumour  appeared  in  the  redtum, 
about  the  fize  of  a  raifin.  In  conjunction  to  all  the 
fymptoms  mentioned  in  the  preceding  cafe,  there 
was  an  ulcer  on  the  coccix,  and  excoriations  in  pe- 
rinæo. 

Another  cafe,  copied  by  the  fame  compiler,  is 
fomewhat  analogous  to  thofe  juft  defcribed,  but  a- 
rifmg  from  a  different  caufe. 

A  German  nobleman,  65  years  of  age,  had  his 
fkin  covered  with  puftuks,  which  tormented  him  for 
many  years,  from  violent  itching,  which  affedled  pe¬ 
culiarly  the  arms.  Independent  of  this,  the  left  fide 
of  his  face  (near  the  eye,  and  towards  the  lower 
jaw)  was  affedted  with  violent  pain.  He  would  not 
fubmit  to  have  an  iffue,  as  advifed.  Purgatives,  fre¬ 
quently  repeated,  in  the  fpring  and  autumn,  diminifti- 
cd  the  fymptoms  ;  but  they  loon  recurred  with  as 
much  violence  as  ever. 

The  difeafe  of  the  fkin  at  laft  difappeared,  and 
the  pain  and  itching  fubfided.  A  little  afterwards, 
on  going  to  ftool,  he  experienced  pains  in  the  rec¬ 
tum.  Thefe  pains  daily  increafed,  and  were  attend¬ 
ed  with  'difficulty  in  voiding  the  fœces.  He  was  at 
length  obliged  to  take  to  his  bed,  when  he  was 
fenfible  of  the  exiftence  of  a  large  hard  tumour  that 
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Occupied  the  inferior  part  of  the  intefttne,  The 
lymptoms  increafed  daily  in  violence,  the  pains  be¬ 
came  continual  and  infupp  or  table,  and  to  thefe  fuc- 
ceeded  third,  flow  fever,  proAration  of  drength, 
Which  finally  terminated  in  mortification  and  death. 

Ruyfch,  who  had  not  found  any  defcription  of  this 
difeafe  in  authors,  thought  it  extremely  rare  :  he  even 
maintained,  that  Bidloo  had*  not  met  with  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  either  in  his  practice  or  in  his  numerous  differ- 
tations. 

Ruyfch  mentions  two  cafes  of  this  difeafe  in  his 
sc  Obfervationes  Anatomico-Chirurgicales.”  In  this 
work  he  terms  this  complaint,  cc  A  fchirrus  thicks 
ening  of  the  intedinum  redum,  with  confidera- 
ble  contradion.”  In  both  cafes  the  feat  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  was  in  the  tunics  of  the  intedine.  They  were 
of  a  cartilaginous  texture,  and  more  than  an  inch  in 
thicknefs  :  the  cavity  of  the  redum  was  fcarcely  wide 
enough  to  admit  of  a  probe. 

Valfalva  attended  to  this  complaint  in  fubjeds  that 
he  had  difieded,  and  he  had  feen  it  alfo  frequently 
in  the  living  fubjed.  In  one  patient  he  found  a  tu¬ 
mour  (flmilar  to  that  defcribed  in  Obfervation  V.) 
fituated  two  inches  above  the  fphinder.  This  author 
particularly  defcribes  the  fwelling  and  ulceration  of 
the  glands  of  the  intedine. 

Morgagni  mentions  the  cafe  of  a  lady,  who  ap¬ 
plied  to  him  for  a  complaint  which  fhe  fuppofed 
was  the  piles  *  and  in  this  idea  die  had  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  opinion  of  many  phyficians.  Morgagni 
found  the  intedine  fchirrus,  and  contraded  above  the 
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fphinfter  for  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half.  He 
was.  informed  that  this  lady  had  been  formerly  af- 
fe£ted  with  fwelled  glands  in  the  groins  and  axillae, 
pullules,  ulcerations,  &c.  This  cafe,  and  many  others 
of  a  fimilar  defcription,  induced  him  to  fuppofe,  that 
this  affection  of  the  redtum  was  generally  the  efiedl  of 
the  venereal  virus. 

The  fame  author  mentions  a  cafe  that  Valfalva  had 
ièen  in  the  Hofpital  of  Incurables  at  Boulogne.  A 
woman  of  50  years  of  age  experienced  for  three 
years  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  fchirrus  contraction  of 
the  return,  which  Ihe  laid  were  produced  by  the 
piles.  After  the  hillory  of  the  cafe,  before  examina¬ 
tion,  he  prognofticated  that  it  would  terminate  fatally, 
and  two  months  after  her  admiflion  into  the  hofpital 
Aie  expired,  from  the  confequences  of  her  difeafe. 

The  body  was  examined  by  Morgagni,  who  found 
the  coats  of  the  lower  part  of  the  return  hard,  and 
extremely  thick,  for  near  fix  inches  in  extent  :  and  its 
internal  furface  llrewed  with  tumours,  about  the  fize 
of  large  beans,  and  which  had  the  appearance  of 
conglobate  glands.  The  furface  of  thefe  tumours 
was  fmooth,  their  fubltance  firm  and  compat. — 
They  were  larger  in  fize,  and  harder,  as  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  anus  ;  they  were  as  thick  and  hard  as 
the  coats  of  the  intelline  itfelf,  which  were  confide- 
rably  more  thickened  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  ca¬ 
nal.  On  the  verge  of  the  anus  there  were  two  ex- 
crefcences,  with  fome  flight  excoriations. 

De  Haen,  Cortefius,  Haafius,  and  Wenkerus,  have 
found  fchirrus  aftedlions  in  the  colon,  with  its  cavity 

nearly 
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nearly  obliterated.  Schenkius  relates  a  cafe,  after 
Benivenius,  that  was  fomething  fimilar. 

The  authors  that  we  have  quoted,  as  well  as  prac¬ 
titioners  who  are  acquainted  with  this  difeafe,  confi- 
der  it  as  incurable,  and  necelTarily  mortal.  Thus 
•they  have  only  attempted  to  mitigate  the  fymptoms, 
by  a  palliative  mode  of  treatment.  *  Oils,  fatty 
fubftances  applied  to  the  parts,  fomentations,  cly- 
flers,  lime  water,  mineral  and  fulphureous  waters, 
opiates,  ’&c.  have  been  the  principal  means  employ¬ 
ed.  f  Thofe,  who  have  propofed,  as  a  curative  me¬ 
thod,  ilïues  on  the  facrum  and  thighs,  certainly  did 
not  confide  r,  that  producing  a  revolution  of  the  mor¬ 
bific  matter  was  not  deftroying  the  local  difeafe. 

Is  it  pofiible  to  believe,  that  Italian  phyficians 
could  miflake  a  tumour  in  the  inteftines  for  the 
piles,  and  order  the  excifion  ?  And  that  a  furgeon 
fhould  be  found  fufficiently  rafh  or  ignorant  to  at¬ 
tempt  it  ?  Morgagni,  who  relates  this  fact,  fpeaks 
much  of  the  impoffibility  of  curing,  with  an  infini¬ 
ment  with  a  (loping  edge,  thofe  fchirrofities  that 
extend  fix  or  feven  inches  above  the  anus. 

Qaudinus  advifes  the  ufe  of  tents,  not  with  the 
idea  of  being  themfelves  the  means  of  cure,  but 
as  a  medium  for  the  application  of  medicaments  to 
the  intefline, 

Valfalva  palled  up  the  reftum  of  his  patients,, 
when  they  were  in  the  bath,  a  canula  pierced  with  a, 

*  Morgagni  de  Sed.  &  Caulis  Morb.  ch.  32. 
f  Manget.  Bobl.  Chir.  lib.  ix.  p.  528. 
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confiderable  number  of  holes,  that  the  fluid  might 
come  more  eafily  in  contact  with  the  intefline.  From 
thefe  laft  means,  the  patient  ought  to  have  derived 
fome  eafe,  if  wre  may  judge  from  the  effeCt  of  the 
treatment  we  now  employ  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  Hither¬ 
to  the  advantages  derived  from  the  mechanical  aCtion 
of  the  tent  and  canula  have  given  a  falfe  degree  of 
reputation  to  the  medicaments  employed  at  the  fame 
time. 


{ 


Morgagni,  in  conjunction  with  other  remedies, 
employed  anti-venereals,  He  preferred  refolutive 
applications  to  emollients,  which,  from  their  relaxing 
power,  are  apt  to  do  confiderable  mifchief.  This 
writer  earneftly  recommends  the  belly  to  be  kept 
open  ;  but*  on  the  other  hand,  to  avoid  as  much  as 
poffible  the  life  of  purgatives,  which,  from  their  fti- 
mulus,  would  augment  the  determination  of  humours, 
and  increafe  the  fwelling, 

Thefe  methods  have  been  attended  with  little  fuc^ 
cefs,  and,  even  in  the  opinion  of  the  practitioners 
who  employed  them,  they  were  not  efficacious  ;  for, 
they  only  propofed,  by  their  ufe,  to  avert  for  a  time 
the  confequence  of  the  difeafe. 

The  mechanical  plan  employed  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
and  defcribed  in  the  preceding  cafes,  appears  to  be 
the  only  method  that  has  ever  been  adopted  to  cure  a 
difeafe,  that  has  hitherto  baffled  every  attempt, 
even  to  retard  dt$  progrefs. 

We  ffiall  now  proceed  to  trace,  in  a  few  words, 
the  leading  circumftances  and  charaCteriftiç  marks, 
of  this  difeafe. —This  affeClion  generally  arifes  from 
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gin  old  venereal  taint  unfuccefsfully  treated.  But, 
however,  there  are  other  caufes  which  tend  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  difeafe.  Hemorrhoids  in  a  violent  degree, 
rheumatifm,  gout,  dartrous  and  other  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes,  when  they  affect  this  inteftine,  produce  in  it 
irritation  and  fwelling,  to  which,  from  its  ftruéhire 
and  pofition,  it  is  peculiarly  fubjeCt.  The  diame¬ 
ter  of  the  canal  contracts,  the  paffage  to  the  fœces 
becomes  difficult,  and,  from  the  efforts  to  expel  them, 
fwelling  and  pain  are  produced.  The  contraction  at 
laft  becomes  fo  confiderable,  that  the  excrements  pafs 
off  in  a  wiry  form.  The  pain  is  now  dreadful,  and 
the  tumour  becomes  truly  carcinomatous,  which  pro¬ 
duces  a  fatal  termination. 

Without  paffing  through  the  different  ftages  of 
tumours  of  the  fame  delcription,  fituated  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  we  have  nothing  more  to  add  on 
the  treatment  of  this  difeafe  ;  only  to  obferve,  that 
in  fchirrofities  of  the  reCtum,  it  is  never  fufficient 
merely  to  attend  to  the  caufe  ;  for,  when  it  is  cured, 
the  local  complaint  ftill  fubfifts,  and  will  certainly  ter¬ 
minate  in  death,  if  not  remedied  in  time  by  local 
applications. 


T 
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Obfervaîions  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Urinary  Organs  conti¬ 
nued, . 

Retention  of  Urine ,  produced  by  an  Acrid  Hummr 

affecting  the  Bladder . 

I  •  '  .  •  I  >  C.  i  if  wj(|  i  .* 

THIS  caufe,  as  well  as  inflammation  of  the 
bladder,  has  produced  retention.  We  have 
ranked  it  alfo  among  the  caufes  of  incontinence.  It 
has  been  fuppofed,  that  the  bladder,  when  irritated  by 
the  acrid  humours  depofited  in  its  coats,  would  be 
clifpofed  to  contract  when  a  few  drops  were  colleded 
in  its  cavity,  which  would  be  evacuated;  but  they 
have  confidered  only  the  irritation  of  this  vifcus, 
without  attending  to  the  ftate  of  its  fibres,  whofe 
adion  is  neceffarily  impeded  by  the  fwelling,  infepa- 
rable  from  the  alteration  of  the  humours  which  circu¬ 
late  through  it. 

This  fpecies  of  retention  is  very  frequent,  we  have 
often  remarked  it  in  rheumatic  and  gouty  patients  ; 
it  is  often  confequent  to  dartrous  affedions,  the 
pfora,  the  venereal  difeafe,  &c.  It  is  eafy  to  diftin- 
guifh,  by  commemorative  fymptoms,  what  particular 
difeafe  has  tended  to  produce  this  complaint.  It  is 
generally  preceded  by  the  difappearance  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  difeafe  at  the  part  which  it  firft  affeded.  Thus 

\ 

we  often  obferve  that  retention  comes  on  immediately 

fubfequent 
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fubfequent  to  the  ceffation  of  rheumatic  pains,  after 
dartrous  affections  that  have  been  repulfed,  fuppreffed 
gonorrhoea,  &c.  It  is  generally  preceded  by  acute  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  bladder  5  frequent  defire  to  make 
water  ;  and*  for  the  molt  part,  by  the  general  fymp- 

toms  of  retention  occafioned  by  inflammation  of  that 

* 

vifcus.  By  means  of  the  catheter,  which  in  thefe 
circumftances  can  eafily  be  introduced,  we  can  prevent 
thofe  fymptoms  that  are  neceffarily  incidental  to  the 
accumulation  of  urine.  But  this  is  only  a  temporary 
relief  the  affedion  of  the  bladder  Ihould  be  the 
principal  objed  of  attention.  It  is  important  ta 
diflodge  the  acrid  humour  depoflted  in  the  coats  of 
the  bladder.  In  general,  the  difficulty  ds  in  proportion 
to  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapfed  fince  the 
metaflafls  was  produced. 

The  ufe  of  baths,  diluents,  drinks  flightly  diapho¬ 
retic,  are  fufficient,  frequently,  to  invite  this  humour 
to  the  fkin,  or  to  the  parts  from  which  it  has  been 
repelled.  If  thefe  means  do  not  fucceed,  recourfe 
fhould  be  had  to  more  adive  remedies  :  for  inftance, 
to  the  parts  primarily  or  ordinarily  affeded,  dry  cup¬ 
ping,  fmapifms,  blifters  (without  cantharides),  moxa 
iffues,  or  other  powerful  means  of  revulfion,  fhould 
be  employed.  It  has  even  been  recommended,  if  the 
original  caufe  was  to  be  referred  to  a  contagious  dif- 
eafe  that  has  been  repelled,  (fuch  as  the  itch,)  to  con- 
trad  the  difeafe  again,  either  by  laying  with  an  itchy 
patient,  or  by  wearing  a  Ihirt,  or  fome  of  his  clo¬ 
thing. 
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After  having  freed  the  bladder  from  its  principle 
of  acrimony*  we  mufl  exhibit  thofe  medicines  that 
are  adapted  to  corredt  each  particular  affection,  — 
Mr.  Default  here  remarks*  that  daily  experience 
proves  the  difficulty  and  tardinefs  attending  the  cure 
of  this  acrimonious  difpofition. 


Retention  of  Urine  from  a  Hernia  of  the  Bladder * 

»  7  / 

IN  the  fécond  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Surgery*  there  are  a  great  number  of 
inflances  of  this  fpecies  of  retention.  In  this  work 
wè  learn*  that  retention  of  urine  is  a  fymptom  almoft 
confiant  with  a  hernia  of  the  bladder  ;  but*  in  this 
cafe*  weaknefs  of  that  vifeus  is  not  the  foie  caufe.  — 
The  urethra  oppofes  a  ftronger  refiflance  to  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  urine  than  in  its  natural  fituation  ;  for,  the 
bottom  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder*  being  drawn  down, 
is,  in  its  defeent*  put  on  the  flretch,  which  elongates 
and  bends  the  beginning  of  the  urethra,  preffes  it 
againfl  the  fymphifis  pubis,  and,  by  this  means,  di- 
minifhes  the  diameter  of  the  canal. 

The  urine  may  alfo  be  contained  in  that  pouch 
which  forms  the  hernia,  in  confequence  of  the  aper¬ 
ture  that  communicates  with  the  cavity  of  the  bladder 

being 
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being  too  narrow.  This  difpofition  is  extremely  fre¬ 
quent,  and  it  is  by  this  circumftance  that  we  can  ex¬ 
plain  thofe  partial  retentions  which  take  place  in  old 
herniæ,  when  the  retention  does  not  exifl  in  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  bladder  which  is  contained  in  the  pelvis. 
Sometimes,  however,  thefe  fpecies  of  retention  arife 
from  deficient  action  in  the  abdominal  mufcles,  or 
from  weaknefs  in  that  portion  of  the  bladder  fituated 
without  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  But  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  that  that  part  of  the  bladder  fituated  in 
the  pelvis,  feparately  confidered,  can  expel  the  urine 
to  the  laft  drop  ;  it  is  difficult  for  it  to  contract  com¬ 
pletely  on  itfelf,  and  molt  generally  the  urine  is  con- 
fecutively  contained  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  cavi¬ 
ties. 

When  the  retention  produced  by  the  hernia  of  the 
bladder  is  complete,  and  as  much  of  this  vifcus  is 
contained  in  the  fac  as  remains  in  the  cavity  of  the5' 
pelvis,  independent  of  the  fymptoms  common  to  re¬ 
tentions  from  weaknefs  of  the  bladder,  we  have  a  tu¬ 
mour  in  that  part  where  thç  hernia  is  fituated,  of  more 
or  lefs  magnitude,  without  any  change  of  colour  in 
the  Ikin,  fiightly  fenfible  ;  and  fometimes  a  manifefh, 
and  fometimes  an  obfcure,  fluctuation  may  be  felt. 

The  tumour,  when  coroprefied,  excites  a  defire  to 
make  water,  and  fometimes  a  difcharge  of  a  few  drops 
of  urine  is  procured  from  the  urethra  ;  and,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  diagnoftics,  after  the  bulk  of  the  tumour  is 
leffened,  by  paffing  the  catheter,  the  tumour  formed 
by  the  portion  of  the  bladder,  contained  in  the  her¬ 
nial  fac,  difappears,  by  laying  the  patient  in  fuch  a 

manner 
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manner  as  that  the  portion  of  the  bladder  remaining 
in  the  abdomen  fhould  be  the  moft  dependent  part. 
The  hernial  tumour  then  appears  formed  of  thick 
membranes,  moveable  under  the  fingers,  difficult  and 
perhaps  impoffible  to  reduce.  The  tumour  is  fome 
time  before  it  fills,  and  then  prevents  the  fame  diag- 
noftic  figns  as  before. 

When  the  retention  exifls  only  in  that  part  which 
is  in  the  hernial  fac,  and  the  opening  of  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  bladder  is  free,  the  tumour  is  indolent., 

It  augments  in  fize  when  the  patient  difcharges  the 
urine  contained  in  the  other  portion  of  the  bladder, 
and  finks  in  when  it  is  evacuated.  This  is  fucceeded 
by  renewed  defires  to  make  water  ;  fo  that,  in  fa 6b* 
the  urine  is  difcharged  at  two  feparate  times. 

We  are  apprized  of  the  opening  of  communication 
in  the  pelvis  being  too  narrow,  by  the  incompreffi- 
bility  of  the  tumour,  or  at  lead  the  ftrong  degree  of 
compreffion  that  is  neceffary  to  make  it  difappear. 

If  it  is  complicated  with  ftrangulation,  we  know  it  by 
the  tenfion  of  the  tumour,  accompanied  with  pain, 
heat,  fever,  and  by  hiccups  followed  with  vomit¬ 
ing. 

Our  firfl  indication  in  thefe  fpecies  of  retentions  is 
the  ufe  of  the  catheter,  or  the  compreffion  of  the 
tumour  to  evacuate  the  urine  :  but  thefe  means  are  only 
palliative,  when  the  difeafe  is  recent,  and  the  portion  of 
the  bladder  that  has  defcended  fmall  and  reducible,  it 
may  be  kept  up  by  a  trufs,  and  a  perfect  cure  ob¬ 
tained.  When  there  are  adhefions,  and  it  will  not 
admit  of  reduction,  it  ffioyld  be  fupported  by  a  pro¬ 
per 
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per  bag-trufs.  If*  by  means  of  this  fufpenfory  ban¬ 
dage,  the  portion  of  the  bladder  that  has  defcended 
could  be  approached  to  the  orifice  of  the  fac,  it 
fhould  be  retained  there  by  means  of  a  trufs,  the  pad 
of  which  fhould  be  large  and  concave,  then  flat  and 
convex,  according  to  the  full  or  empty  flate  of  the 
tumour.  It  has  even  been  advifed  to  excite  an  arti¬ 
ficial  inflammation,  with  a  view  of  procuring  an  ad- 
hefion  between  the  coats  of  that  part  of  the  bladder 
that  correfponds  to  the  hernia,  by  means  of  a  gradual 
and  methodical  preflfure. 

This  plan  may  be  cautioufly  followed  :  but,  with 
refpedt  to  fuccefs,  is,  in  our  opinion,  extremely  un¬ 
certain.  In  fa£t,  if  the  retention  is  combined  with 
flrangulation  of  that  portion  of  the  bladder  forming 
the  defcent,  and  we  are  unable,  by  preflfure,  to  return 
the  urine  into  that  part  of  the  bladder  Which  is  in  the 
pelvis,  it  is  recommended  to  pun6ture  it  with  a  trocar. 
But  this  operation,  in  many  circumflances,  is  attended 
with  danger  :  for  example,  when  the  difeafe  is  com¬ 
plicated  with  enterocele,  (which  is  not  uncommon,) 
there  is  danger  of  wounding  the  inteftine.  This  dan¬ 
ger,  which  cannot  always  be  avoided,  induces  us  to 
prefer  making  the  opening  firfh  through  the  integu¬ 
ments,  and  afterwards  opening  with  a  bifloury  to 
evacuate  the  urine.  This  incifion  will  ferve  alfo  to 
remove  the  flrangulation.  If  there  was  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  inflammation  would  extend  in  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis,  and  if  we  were  certain  that  the  opening 
of  communication  with  that  cavity  had  clofed  by  ad- 
hefivc  inflammation,  the  part  that  was  without  could 

be 
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*  be  extirpated  like  an  encyfted  tumour,  which  it  would 
itfemble  in  ftru&ure* 


Cafe  of  an  Extirpation  of  a  uterine  Pcfypüs, 


[ By  Mr .  Gasc,  Surgeon >  at  1'onneinsJ] 

HE  wife  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Dubotirg* 


,  A  47  years  of  age,  was  afflided  for  a  confiderable 
time  with  a  uterine  polypus  of  a  very  confiderable  fize* 
which  occafioned  much  inconvenience,  and,  at  the 
fame  time*  produced  an  habitual  and  confiant  menflru- 
al  difeharge,  which  brought  on  faintings  and  affedions 
of  the  flomach  to  that  degree  as  to  compel  her  to 
take  to  her  bed.  From  the  account  of  the  patient, 
this  menflrual  difeharge  had  continued  for  five  years 
from  her  laft  lying-in,  from  which  fhe  recovered  tole¬ 
rably  well.  At  firft  this  difeharge  was  fmall  in  quan¬ 
tity,  but  in  the  end  became  confiderable.  Ignorant 
of  the  caufe  of  this  unnatural  evacuation,  fhe  confulted 
a  profefiional  man,  who  told  her  it  was  a  defeent  of 
the  uterus,  and  that  the  only  remedy  was  a  peffary, 
which  would  retain  the  part  in  its  natural  fituation  : 
but  fhe  never  would  fubmit  to  its  introdudion,  which 


certainty 
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certainly  would  have  been  attended  with  no  act  van* 
tage. 

In  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the  fize  of  the  tu¬ 
mour,  the  patient  experienced  painful  dragging  fenfa- 
tions  in  the  groin  and  lumbar  regions.  The  courfe  of 
urine  was  often  intercepted,  and  the  difcharge  of  the 
foeces  was  attended  with  pain  and  difficulty,  from  the 
preffure  of  the  polypus  on  the  redtum. 

This  mafs  once  palled  out  of  the  orifice  of  the  va¬ 
gina,  and  the  patient  at  the  moment  felt  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  pain.  The  difcharge  became  double  in  quan¬ 
tity,  and,  of  courfe,  her  weaknefs  increafed*  She 
however  returned  the  tumour,  and  the  fymptoms  in 
fome  degree  were  calmed. 

A  month  after  this  it  defeended  again,  and  was  at¬ 
tended  with  fuch  a  confiderable  difcharge,  that  ffie 
fainted,  and  in  fadt  was  nearly  dead.  This  was  her 
fituation  when  ffie  was  brought  home,  when  I  faw  her, 
for  the  firft  time,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1785,  about 
five  in  the  evening.  She  was  pale  and  emaciated, 
and  her  pulfe  fcarcely  to  be  diftinguiffied.  The  tu¬ 
mour  which  produced  thefe  fymptoms  projected  two 
inches  without  the  external  labia  ;  it  was  not  difficult 
to  diflinguiffi  that  it  was  a  polypus.* 

*  The  diagnoftics  of  a  polypus  are  fometimes  attended  with 
difficulty  :  for  example,  the  perfon  who  preceded  Monf.  Gale  is  a 
proof  that  it  is  poffible  to  be  deceived.  This  confideration  induces 
us  to  regret,  that  Monf.  Gafc  has  not  mentioned  the  favourable  cir- 
cumftances  that  enabled  him  to  pronounce,  without  hefitation,  that 
this  tumour  was  a  polypus. 


Its 
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Its  fixe  equalled  in  bignefs  the  head  of  a  new-bôMl 
Infant,  the  circumference  of  its  bafe  exceeded  eleven 
inches,  and  its  pedicle,  which  grew  from  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus,  at  the  anterior  and  internal  part  of  its 
neck,  was  about  three  inches  round.  This  polypus 
was  a  little  more  than  feven  inches  in  length,  of  a  deep 
red  colour,  and  of  a  pyriform  figure,  a  little  flattened 
on  its  Tides  ;  its  furface  unequal  and  tubercular  through- 
out  its  whole  extent  ;  in  confidence  nearly  fchirrus. 

The  ligature  was  propofed,  as  the  only  method  for 
the  cure  of  this  cafe,  which  was  immediately  done,  in 
the  prefence  of  Monk  Laperche,  M.  D.  For  this 
operation  Monf.  Gafc  employed  the  infiniment  in¬ 
vented  by  Monf.  Levret.  A  ligature  was  prepared, 
and  the  ring  formed  by  the  knot  paffed  round  the  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  pedicle  :  the  knot  was  tightened 
till  fome  little  degree  of  refinance  was  felt  :  the  liga¬ 
ture  was  then  fecured,  and  the  pedicle  completely 
embraced. 

During  the  operation  a  fmall  quantity  of  blood  was 
difeharged ,  but  the  ufual  difeharge  ceafed  the  fame 
day,  nor  did  it  re -appear  immediately  after  the  opera  ^ 
tiom  An  injedlion  of  barky-water  and  honey  was 
thrown  up  the  vagina  and  uterus,  with  a  view  of 
cleanfmg  their  cavities  from  any  blood  or  fanious  dif¬ 
eharge  that  might  happen  to  be  retained.  Fomenta¬ 
tions,  to  prevent  inflammation,  were  applied  to  the 
abdomen,  a  low  diet,  and  lemonade  for  a  common 
drink  was  preferibed.  The  firlt  night  fhe  was  tran¬ 
quil,  but  had  no  fleep* 


The 
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The  next  day  (he  was  tolerably  well  during  the 
whole  morning,  but  (till  was  affected  with  dragging 
pains  in  the  ftomach  and  with  fainting.  This  increafing 
towards  noon,  it  was  thought  proper  to  exhibit  a  few 
(poonfuls  of  a  cordial  mixture.  Towards  the  even¬ 
ing  there  was  an  accefs  of  fever.  From  the  day  of 
the  operation  the  polypus  became  of  a  brownifh  co¬ 
lour,  accompanied  with  an  ichorous  famous  difcharge* 
of  a  deep  black  colour.  The  fame  plan  was  conti¬ 
nued. 

The  fécond  night  (he  was  feverifh  and  redlefs. 
The  belly  fwelled,  foft,  and  (lightly  fenfible.  The 
next  day  and  night  (he  continued  much  the  fame.  — • 
The  fourth  day  the  fever  and  third  were  more  violent 
than  before,  the  tumour  became  blacker  and  fofter. 
The  famous  difcharge  was  of  a  putrid  fmell,  and  pro¬ 
duced  ulcerations  on  the  perinæum  and  thighs,  from 
which  the  patient  differed  materially  ;  though  this  cir- 
cumdance  was  prevented  as  much  as  poffible  by  at¬ 
tention  to  cleanlinefs,  and  by  defending  the  parts  from 
the  corrofive  action  of  the  difcharge,  by  compreffes  dipt 
in  decodion  of  linfeed  and  elder-  dowers,  which  were 
applied  between  the  tumour  and  the  parts  above- 
mentioned.  The  fever  redoubled  in  the  evening. 

The  patient  had  not  voided  a  drop  of  urine  fincq 
the  preceding  night,  although  (lie  had  frequent  incli¬ 
nations  to  make  water.  As  the  region  of  the  bladder 
was  fomewhat  didended,  the  catheter  was  paffed,  and 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  urine  difcharged,  from 
wrhich  (he  derived  confiderable  eafe.  She  now  dif- 
' charged  her  urine  without  anv  artidcial  affidance  feve- 
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ral  times  during  the  night,  and  flept  for  many  hours 
afterwards,  which  had  not  occurred  fince  the  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  fifth  day,  in  the  morning,  fhe  was  tolerably 
well,  and  without  fever  :  the  polypus  was  flaccid,  and 
fiightly  attached  to  its  peclicle,  and  diffufed  a  meft 
difagreeable  odour.  This  patient,  from  the  time  of 
the  operation,  had  no  flooh  Monf.  Gafc  was  appre* 
henfive  of  giving  any  purgative,  from  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  any  motion.  The  next  day,  being  a  little 
better,  floe  was  ordered^to  take  a  few  glaffcs  of  tama¬ 
rind-water.  The  firft  fhe  took  with  repugnance,  and 
vomited  it  up  immediately,  nor  could  be  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  to  take  another.  She  palled  the  next  day 
well,  and  the  faintings  had  nearly  left  her.  In  the 
night  fhe  was  more  indifferent,  from  reftleflhefs  and 
fever. 

On  the  fixth  day,  in  the  morning,  the  patient  had 
fome  faintings,  attended  with  pain  in  her  belly.  An 
emollient  clyfler  was  ordered,  which  produced  a  con- 
fiderable  evacuation,  and  procured  a  little  eafe.  A 
confection  of  hyacinth  was  preferibed,  which  appeared 
in  fome  degree  to  roufe  the  adtion  of  the  ftomach. 
Towards  noon  the  ligature  had  accomplifhed  the  fee- 
tion  of  the  polypus,  and  the  inflrument  fell  off  with 
the  tumour.  This  mafs  weighed  three  ounces,  not- 
withftanding  the  confiderable  difeharge  that  took  place 
fince  the  application  of  the  ligature. 

The  patient  was  extremely  well  the  remainder  off 
the  day  ;  but,  towards  the  evening,  was  attacked  with  a 
Ihivering  fit,  which  lafled  at  leafl  an  hour,  and  was 

followed 
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followed  by  the  hot  ft,  which  continued  during  the 
night.  A  clyfher  was  adminiftered  at  nine  in  the 
evening,  which  produced  a  flight  evacuation. 

The  next  day  fhe  was  weak  and  exhaufted,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  indifferent  night  fhe  had  paffed  ;  her 
pulfe  was  quiet,  but  the  belly  flill  remained  fwelled, 
and  flightly  painful.  Two  ounces  of  manna  were  or¬ 
dered  to  be  taken  in  a  glafs  of  tamarind-water, 
which  produced  little  evacuation  :  an  enema,  for  this 
reafon,  was  given  about  noon,  which  produced  a  very 
good  eflfeét.  The  patient  was  now  permitted  to  take 
a  little  foup,  which  was  repeated  in  the  evening. 

The  injections  were  continued  as  before,  and  this 
day  a  fmall  quantity  of  good  pus  was  difcharged  horn 
the  vagina.  The  ulceration  on  the  perinæum  and 
thighs  difappeared.  She  now  dept  nearly  the  whole 
night. 

On  the  eighth  day  fhe  was  well  during  the  whole 
morning  ;  fhe  ate  fome  foup,  which  fhe  found  very 
good  ;  but,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  evening,  fhe  had  an 
accefs  of  a  fhivering  fit,  but  lefs  violent  than  before. 
The  hot  fit  was  alfo  more  moderate  ;  towards  mid¬ 
night  the  fever  fubfided,  and  fhe  flept  till  the  next 
day.  A  purge  was  prefcribed  the  day  after.  At  this 
period  fine  was  cured  of  the  difeafe  which  has  formed 
the  fubjeCl  of  this  cafe  ;  but  frill  there  was  a  dilpofi- 
tion  to  a  tertian  fever,  which  was  treated  by  the  re¬ 
medies  ufuaily  employed. 

She  remained  in  a  convalefcent  date  for  a  confide- 
rable  time,  in  confequence  of  the  fever  attacking  her 
at  an  unfavourable  period,  and  of  the  weaknefs  induced 
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by  the  confiderable  difcharge.  Her  health  is  now 
completely  eftablifhed  ;  and,  from  this  period,  fhe  has 
remained  free  from  complaint. 


Extract  from  the  Journal  of  G .  Baldinger,  VoL  IL 
Part  4,  Page  347,  and  following . 


[Tranflated  from  the  German  into  French,  by  M. 

Brewer,  M.  D.] 


f“JT^HAT  difeafes,  in  themfelves  effentially  different, 
A  frequently  prefent  the  fame  fymptoms,  is  a  fadt 
the  truth  of  which  is  ftrikingly  illuflrated  by  the  fol¬ 


lowing  cafe. 


A  girl,  nine  years  of  age,  was  attacked  with  pains 
in  the  abdomen  ;  they  were  by  the  phyficians  attribu¬ 
ted  to  the  confequence  of  indigeftion.  Purgatives 
were  ordered,  which  produced  an  evacuation  of  glairy 
matter,  without  procuring  any  farther  eafe.  Anodyne 
remedies,  internal  as  well  as  external,  were  attended 
with  no  better  effedt. 

The  patient  had  from  her  birth  red  fpots,  which 
appeared  and  difappeared  alternately.  Thefe  erup¬ 
tions  v/ere  imputed  to  an  acrimonious  difpofition, 
t;  which 
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which  was  conjedured  to  have  been  repelled  from  the 
furface,  and  that  it  now  affeded  the  inteftines;  the 
feat  to  which  the  pains  were  now  referable.  Under 
this  idea,  the  cure,  on  the  twelfth  day,  was  commenced 
by  fudorifics  ;  and,  as  no  advantage  was  derived  from 
this  plan  in  the  courfe  of  eight  days,  vermifuge  medi¬ 
cines  were  fubftituted.  Some  dead  worms  were  void¬ 
ed,  and  the  pain  feemed  in  fome  degree  to  be  miti¬ 
gated  ;  but  foon  they  became  more  violent,  though 
the  fame  remedies  were  perflfted  in. 

On  the  31ft  day,  the  belly  was  fwelled,  v/hich  con¬ 
tinued  increafing  every  day.  Stools  could  not  be  pro¬ 
cured,  either  by  the  exhibition  of  laxatives  or  the  ufe 
of  clyflers.  A  tumour  was  now  formed  in  the  umbili¬ 
cal  region,  to  v/hich  emollient  poultices  were  applied* 
On  the  36th,  this  tumour  was  opened  with  a  lancet, 
and  a  quantity  of  matter,  refembling  chyle  in  co¬ 
lour  and  confidence,  was  difcharged,  in  which  the 
remains  of  dead  and  putrified  worms  were  difcovered. 
The  colour  and  fmell  of  the  fluid,  different  from 
the  foeces,  induced  a  fufpicion  that  the  inteftinal  canal 
was  not  free.  The  patient  was  better  from  being  dif- 
embarraffed  from  a  portion  of  this  matter  :  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  reft  was  facilitated  by  the  introdudion 
of  a  canula,  which  was  left  in  the  wound. 

On  the  42d  day,  when  the  difcharge  began  to  di- 
minifh,  the  health  of  the  child  was  affeded.  Tindure 
of  rhubarb  was  ordered  3  the  difcharge  returned,  and 
with  it  the  health  of  the  patient.  In  this  ftate  fhe  did 
not  remain  long  :  in  fourteen  days  afterwards  the  pains 
in  the  abdomen  were  renewed  with  great  violence.— 
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Purgatives  were  given,  but  without  effe&.  The  pa¬ 
tient  had  paffed  tv/o  days  in  this  fla-te,  and  the  cafe 
appeared  without  refource,  when  fuddeniy  ail  her  fuf- 
fe rings  wrere  removed  j  fhe  jumped  brifkly  out  of 
bed,  and  walked  in  her  room.  This  was  on  the  56th 
day  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  20th  from  the  opening  of 
the  tumour. 

The  wound  was  feen  to  difcharge  the  clyflers,  the 
lipfhire  of  rhubarb,  with  the  fluids  and  excrements 
of  different  confiftences  ;  for  two  days  the  fœces  were 
diicharged]  from  this  paflage,_  but,  on  the  third, 
they  palled  the  natural  way.  Hopes  of  the  cafe  were 
now  entertained,  which  were  farther  increafed  on  per¬ 
ceiving  that  an  aperture  of  the  intefline  communica¬ 
ted  with  the  external  wound.  The  adhefion  that  was 
fuppofed  to  exift  between  thefe  two  wounds  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  favoured,  by  maintaining  the  external 
opening,  whilfl  a  methodical  preiTure  w7as  applied  to 
tne  integuments  of  the  abdomen,  with  the  view  of  ap¬ 
proximating  the  intefline. 

The  patient  lay  constantly  on  her  back,  and  took 
no  other  nourifhment  than  veal  broth,  with  a  few 
herbs. 

On  the  potn  day  of  the  difeafe,  and  3  2d  after  the 
excrements  had  ceafed  to  pals  by  the  wound,  there 
was  an  œdematous  afreflion  come  on,  which  extended 
from  the  feet  to  the  abdomen  ;  but,  by  the  ufe  of 
diuietics,  it  fubfided  in  a  few  days.  For  iome  time 
fubiequent  to  this  a  rigid  diet  was  obferved,  and  the 
cure  was  at  length  eflablifhed,  without  the  flightell 
inconvenience. 

Cafe 
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Cafe  of  a  Wound  cf  the  Head ,  with  Contufion  and 

Fradlure , 


MARY  Calignon,  54  years  of  age*  received,  on 
the  24th  of  November,  1790,  à  kick  from 
a  horfe,  on  the  middle  and  inferior  part  of  the  os 
frontis,  forming  a  tranfverfe  wound  of  three  inches  in 
diameter.  The  fymptoms  immediately  confequent 
to  this  blow  were  lofs  of  fight  and  recollection  for 
near  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Though  there  was  little 
effufion  of  blood,  the  furgeon  drefTed  the  wound  with 
lint  dipt  in  colophony,  and  applied  a  very  tight  bandage 
over  the  whole.  The  patient  was  taken  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu. 

The  fuperior  edge  of  the  wound  was  ragged,  and 
of  a  femi-lunar  form.  The  bone  was  expofed  for 
half  an  inch  from  above  downwards,  and  its  tranf¬ 
verfe  length  an  inch  and  a  half.  Above  the  protu¬ 
berance,  on  the  os  frontis,  there  was  a  tranfverfe 
fhTure,  which  admitted  eafily  the  end  of  the  fpatula. 
After  the  wound  was  well  cleaned,  Mr.  Default 
introduced  between  the  edges  lint  dipt  in  the  linimen- 
tum  arcei,  and  an  emollient  cataplafm  wras  applied  over 
the  whole  :  as  the  pulfe  was  hard  and  full,  bleeding 
was  thought  requifite.  She  was  kept  on  broth  as  a 
diet,  and  a  relaxing  and  refrelhing  diet-drink  pre^» 
fcribed.  She  had  a  good  night. 
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The  next  day  her  pulfe  was  in  its  natural  fta te, 
nor  did  the  patient  experience  any  inconvenience, 
except  a  little  fmarting  at  the  wound.  The  3d  day 
the  dreflings  were  {lightly  tinged  with  a  difcharge 
mixed  with  blood;  which  became  black  on  the  5th 
day. 

The  woman  complained  of  nothing  but  the  ftri<3> 
nefs  of  her  diet.  On  the  6th,  fhe  was  permitted  to. 
take  fome  rice-  cream  ;  at  this  period,  fuppuration 
was  eftabliihed,  and  continued  abundant  till  the  1  2th 
day.  By  the  15  th,  the  angles  of  the  wound  were 
cicatrized  for  the  extent  of  three  lines  on  each  fide  ; 
from  this  time,  the  dreflings  were  changed,  and  dry 
lint  only  employed. 

As  the  patient  had  no  unpleafant  fymptom,  and 
was  conflantly  afking  for  food,  a  little  folid  nutriment 
was  allowed.  On  the  25th  day,  the  bone  was  covered 
with  red  granulations,  which  were  fo  acutely  fenfible 
that  they  could  not  be  touched  without  exquifite  pain. 
The  '  drelfing  was  the  fame  ;  but  the  lint  was  laid 
lighter  on  the  furface,  that  the  granulations  might  not 
be  repreflfed,  and  prevented  from  riling  from  the 
bottom  of  the  wound. 

Cicatrization  was  completed  by  the  50th  day, 
and  would  have  taken  place  fooner,  but  for  the 
fuperior  edge  of  the  wound,  that  was  difpofed  to 
recede  inwards,  though  attention  was  paid  to  raife  it 
each  time  the  wound  was  drefièd. 
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Cafs  of  a  Luxation  cf  the  Foot ,  complicated  with- 
Fra£iure>  and  very  Jevere  Symptoms ,  cured  after  an 
Attendance-  of  n  Months, 

[By  Mr.  Corig ni,  Surgeon,  at  Torigni.] 

ON  the  1  ath  of  February,  1787,  the  Sieur  San» 
terre,  an  officer  in  the  army,  luxated  the  left 
foot  completely  by  a  fall.  This  accident  was  com¬ 
bined  with  a  >fra£ture  of  the  malleolus  externus,  a 
rupture  of  the  capfular  ligaments,  a  feparation  of  the 
bones  of  the  leg,  and  a  laceration  of  the  integuments. 
The  mind  of  this  gentleman,  previous  to  the  accident, 
was  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  anger  and  agitation,  that,  at 
the  time,  he  was  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  the  mif- 
chief.  He  attempted  to  rife,  but  the  parts  were  fo 
much  injured,  that  they  were  incapable  of  fupport- 
ing  the  weight  of  his  t>ody. 

The  difarticulated  tibia  made  a  paffiage  through 
the  {kin  ;  and,  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  it  ex¬ 
tended  two  inches  and  a  half  beyond  the  foie  of 
the  foot,  and  touched  the  ground.  The  aperture, 
through  which  this  bone  pafîèd  out,  was  in  the  fame 
place  where  the  malleolus  internus  ought  to  have  been 
fituated.  The  wound  was  oblique,  and  extended 

tranfverfely 


Ç  29°  ) 

tranfverfely  above  two  inches  in  length  ;  the  edges 
were  feparated  about  one  inch.  A  laceration  of  this 
defcription  required  immediate  affiflance.  The  patient 
was  in  a  fyncope  when  the  furgeon  was  called  -,  he  was 
carried  immediately  home,  with  his  foot  cautioufly 
fopported  -,  when  he  was  undreffed  and  put  to  bed  : 
his  flocking  was  cut  off,  and  the  wrounded  part 
carefully  examined,  and  found  to  be  in  the  flate 
above- de  fcribed. 

Such  confide  râble  mifchief  feemed  to  admit  of  no 
refource  but  amputation.  Mr.  Corigni  conceived  it 
his  duty  to  attempt  faving  the  limb  :  with  this  view, 
the  wound  and  the  bone,  which  was  denuded,  were 
cleaned  with  warm  red  wine.  And  after  the  fradure 
was  properly  reduced,  the  parts  were  enveloped  with 
comprefies  dipt  in  wine  ;  and  the  reduced  bones 
maintained  in  their  fituation,  by  means  of  the  18- 
tailed  bandage,  and  the  other  ufual  dreffings  employed 
for  fradures.  He  was  ordered  to  be  copioufly  bled, 
and,  '  as  a  fenfe  of  third  came  on,  barley-water  was 
prefcribed,  acidulated  with  firup  of  vinegar.  He  was 

ordered  veal  broth  with  herbs,  and  kept  on  a  find 

* 

diet. 

The  folio v/ing  night  he  had  bilious  vomitings, 
fever,  and  delirium,  which  lafled  for  two  days.  The 
next  day  the  fame  fymptoms  exifled,  with  a  continual 
fenfe  of  heavinefs.  He  was  bled  three  times  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  ;  once  at  the  morning  vifit,  at 
noon,  and  at  feven  in  the  evening. 

He  paffed  the  next  night  better  than  the  preceding. 
After  48  hours  the  external  dreffings  were  taken  off, 

the 
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the  leg  and  foot  were  fituated  as  well  as  pofiible,  but 
attended  with  confiderable  fwelling,  pain,  heat,  &c. 
the  edges  of  the  wound  were  fwelled  and  inflamed. 
The  cafe  was  in  this  Hate,  when  his  leg  and  foot  were 
ordered  to  be  fomented  with  a  decodtion  of  marfh- 
mallows  and  elder- flowers,  in  addition  to  the  antu 
phlogiftic  regimen,  which  was  ftri&ly  obferved.  Thç 
comprenes  were  moiftened,  and  the  limb  Ip  tinkled 
with  tais-  fomentation,  many  times  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day.  Mr.  Corigni  conceived  (though  many 
are  of  a  contrary  opinion)  that  tonics,  as  bark, 
camphorated  brandy,  &c.  would  be  injurious,  in  the 
high  Hate  of -inflammation  in.  which  the  limb  was  at 
this  period.  In  fadl,  it  is  probable  that  thefe  means 
would  have  tended  to  increafe  the  irritation,  already 
too  confiderable,  and'  have  produced  new  mifchief 5 
and,  perhaps,  have  deftroyed  the  vital  principle. 

The  inflammation  having  attained  its  utmoft  height, 
it  was  eafy  to  prognoflicate  what  would  be  the  ter¬ 
mination  :  incifions  were  made  in  the  cellular  fubflance, 
which  was  confiderably  diftended,  with  the  view  of 
freeing  the  tibial  aponeurofis  from  the  preflure  which 
might  have  produced  gangrene. 

The  wounds  were  dreffed  with  pledgets  dipt  in 
marfli-mallow  water,  ftrengthened  with  a  little  cam¬ 
phorated  fpirit:  this  plan  was  continued  for  fome 
days,  and  a  flirift  regimen  obferved.  Two  or  three 
days  afterwards,  the  fuppuration  became  very  abun¬ 
dant  ;  there  were  feven  openings,  which  in  the  firft 
inflance  difcharged  a  black  ichorous  fanies,  but  now 
furniihed  good  pus,  both  in  colour  and  confidence. 

On 
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On  the  8  th  day,  fome  one  recommended  a  board 
to  be  nailed  at  the  bottom  of  his  bed.  This  circum- 
flance,  from  the  fhock  it  occafioned,  produced  a 
hemorrhage  from  all  the  wounds.  Mr.  Corigni 
was  fent  for,  and  the  hemorrhage  ceafed  as  foon  as 
the  drefiings  were  changed  :  the  part,  however,  was 
affedted  with  numbnefs,  which  was  foon  followed  with 
a  livid  appearance  in  the  wounds,  œdema,  and  fhiver- 
ings.  The  decodlion  of  bark  was  given  internally, 
and  the  part  itfelf  fomented  with  the  fame  decohlion, 
mixed  with  camphorated  fpirit,  and  the  wounds 
dreffed  with  a  (limulating  digefdve.  This  treatment 
fucceeded  ;  for,  in  3  or  4  days,  thefe  fymptoms  fub- 
fided.  At  this  period  the  patient  was  defined  to  take 
his  ordinary  ptifan  :  and  lint  was  fubflituted  as  a 
drefling  inftead  of  the  digefdve,  which  was  fometimes 
dipt  in  barley-water  and  honey  of  rofes  :  this  decodlion 
was  alfo  injedled  into  the  deep-feated  finuffes. 

His  diet  was  now  a  little  enlarged.  The  drefiings 
were  continued  twice  a  day,  till  the  17th  of  Decern. 
1787,  eleven  months  after  the  accident.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Corigni  extracted  the  extremity  of  the  tibia, 
which  for  a  long  time  had  been  loofe,  and  had  occa¬ 
fioned  fome  very  unpleafant  fymptoms.  Mr.  Corigni 
obferves,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to  the  reader  to 
detail  the  different  cautions,  he  was  compelled  to 
obferve  in  the  courfe  of  the  treatment,  to  prevent  the 
matter  lodging  in  the  articulation,  in  confequence  of 
the  number  of  abfcefles  he  was  obliged  to  open 
during  fuch  a  considerable  length  of  time. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Corigni  only  remarks,  that,  to  obtain  as  much 
as  poffible  a  free  difcharge  of  matter,  and  to  favour 
the  injury  of  the  inferior  part  of  the  tibia,  he  applied, 
at  different  periods,  the  lapis  infernalis,  to  the  flaccid 
and  diforganized  parts,  which  otherwife  might  have 
retarded  the  cure.  And,  at  the  fame  time,  candidly 
acknowledges,  that  he  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Default's 
ledures  and  pradice,  for  the  principles  which  regulated 
his  condud  in  the  treatment  of  this  cure. 

Many  furgeons  recommended  him  to  leave  it  to 
the  efforts  of  nature,  pretending  that,  without  the 
affiftance  of  art,  the  bony  portions  in  the  courfe  of 
time  would  be  thrown  off,  as  extraneous  bodies,  and 
that  the  parts  would  become  confolidated.  But  Mr. 
Corigni  afks,  if  nature  alone  is  adequate  to  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  whole  inferior  extremity  of  the  tibia  3  * 
and,  even  admitting  that  her  powers  are  equal  to 
produce  this  effed,  it  would  necdfarily  occupy  a  con- 
fiderable  time  ;  during  which  period,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  fupport  the  patient  under  the  weaknefs 
induced  by  an  abundant  fuppuration,  and  to  guard 
againfl  other  accidents,  which  were  continually  occur¬ 
ring.  After  27  months  confiant  attention,  he  was 
able  to  walk. —  As  might  be  expeded,  there  was  an 
ankilofis  in  the  joint  conneding  the  foot  and  leg; 
but  there  was  no  deformity  nor  enlargement  of  the 
articulation,  which  was  of  the  fame  fize  as  the  oppofite 
fide. 

*  Mr.  Corigni  has  Tent  the  feparated  portion  of  the  bone  to 
the  editor  :  it  is  three  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  and  compre¬ 
hends  all  the  inferior  part  of  the  tibia. 


This 
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This  officer  was  fo  little  incommoded  by  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  accident*  that  he  filled  all  the  duties 
of  his  ftation  with  propriety.  Six  months  after  his 
cure*  he  died  in  24  hours*  from  the  confequences  of 
an  indigefiion. 


Vdrkous  Ulcers, 

\  ■ .  vf  ,  rdt  i,  • 

[By  Mn  Bouillaud*  one  of  the  Sufgeons  to  the 

Hôtel  Dieu.] 

CASE  t 

MÈ.  Dücoüdray,  6ô  years  of  age*  applied  to 
©  the  Hôtel  Dieu*  at  Paris*  on  the  25  th  of 
December*  1790*  for  the  cure  of  a  flight  contufion 
of  the  thigh  :  fhe  had  at  the  fame  time  two  large 
varicous  ulcers  on  her  legs*  to  which  fhe  paid  no 
attention*  as  they  had  been  pronounced  incurable  by 
fome  celebrated  liirgeons.  She  confented,  however, 
to  give  it  reft*  and  fubmitted  to  the  treatment  that 
was  propofed* 

:  .  She 
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She  had  been  aftlidted  with  thefe  ulcers  for  i& 
years  ;  they  broke  out  after  an  obftruftion,  about  the 
period  of  the  ceffation  of  the  menfes.  They  were 
lituated  on  both  fides  of  the  leg,  above  the  malleoli. 
The  ulcer  on  the  infide  was  fix  inches  in  length,  and 
near  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  depth  :  the  external  one 
was  deeper,  and  eight  inches  in  circumference.  The 
edges  of  both  were  hard  and  callus  >  a  fmail  quantity 
of  bloody  famous  matter  exuded  from  their  furface. 
The  leg  and  foot  was  increafed  one-third  more  than 
its  natural  fize  :  thefe  parts  were  ftrewed  with  hard 
knotty  tumours,  which  frequently  accompany  varices. 

Very  frequently  the  fkin  was  covered  with  fcaly 
crufts,  proofs  of  the  exiftence  of  former  ulcerations. 

The  firft  day  the  ulcers  were  filled  with  foft  lint, 
and  the  parts  were  covered  with  poultices,  with  the 
view  of  detaching  the  incruftations  :  a  ptifan  of  dock 
and  fumitory  was  ordered,  with  fmail  quantities  of 
light  food.  After  the  third  day  the  fuppuration  was 
abundant,  thick,  and  of  a  white  colour,  and  the 
edges  of  the  ulcer  became  more  foft  and  depreffed. 
The  poultices  were  left  off,  and  compreffion  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  following  manner.  Small  fillets  of  fine  li¬ 
nen,  dipt  in  cerate,  were  applied  on  the  edges  of  the 
fore,  coarfe  lint  was  applied  to  the  ulcer,  and  over 
this  a  piece  of  linen  to  act  as  a  comprefs.  The 
whole  was  fecured  by  a  tight  bandage,  fix  ells  in 
length,  and  three  inches  in  breadth.  The  end  of  the 
bandage  was  fixed  to  the  toes  by  circular  turns,  which 
were  reflected  completely  over  the  foot,  then  conti¬ 
nued  on  the  leg  as  high  up  as  the  knee  5  cautioufly 

obferving 
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obferving  a  Regular  degree  of  preflfure,  reverfing  the 
bandage  as  frequently  as  it  was  neceflfary,  that  it  might 
be  more  exadtly  applied. 

This  manner  of  drefling,  daily  renewed,  the  pa¬ 
tient  fupported  extremely  well.  —  The  next  day  the 
luppuration  was  abundant,  and  better  in  quality.—* 
It  diminilhed  confiderably  by  the  1 2th.  —  The 
edges  of  the  wound  were  nearly  deprelled  to  a  level 
with  the  furface  ;  the  quantity  of  food  was  now  en¬ 
larged.  The  ulcer  on  the  infide  was  cicatrized  by 
the  1 8  th  day,  and  the  external  one  diminilhed 
three-fourths  ;  but  was  not  cured  till  22  days  after¬ 
wards. 

At  this  time  an  ulcer  formed  on  the  anterior  and 
inferior  part  of  the  leg,  whofe  progrefs  was  fo  rapid, 
that,  in  three  days,  it  was  two  inches  in  diameter.— 
Two  fmaller  ulcers  alfo  appeared  on  the  back  of  the 
foot.  This  incident  did  not  influence  the  treatment, 
and  the  new  ulcers  paffed  through  the  fame  liages  as 
the  firlt  :  but  the  cure  was  more  flow  in  its  progrefs, 
nor  did  cicatrization  perfe£tly  take  place  till  70  days 
after  their  appearance. 

At  this  period  the  patient  loll  her  appetite,  the 
tongue  became  furred,  and  the  mouth  bitter;  cir- 
Cumflances  which  often  arife  from  confinement  and 
bad  air.  A  grain  of  ftibiated  tartar  was  given  in  a 
pint  of  decodlion  of  dog’s  tooth,  which  was  fufficient 
to  dellroy  this  bilious  difpofition.  It  occafioned  plen¬ 
tiful  evacuations,  and  procured  a  return  of  her  appetite 
and  health. 


After. 
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After  fhe  remained  at  the  hofpital  fourteen 
Weeks,  her  leg  and  foot  had  regained  their  fize  ;  a 
little  rigidity  in  the  articulation  only  remained  :  lefs, 
however,  than  on  the  patient’s  firfl  admiffion  into  the 
hofpital.  A  few  days  exercife  were  fufficient  to  re- 
Tore  freedom  of  motion  to  the  limb,  and  fhe  was 
difcharged,  perfectly  cured,  on  the  1 20th  day  after  her 
admiffion. 

She  was  recommended  to  wear  a  laced  flocking, 
to  prevent  the  fwelling  and  ulceration  returning. 


C  A  S  E  •  II. 

JANE  Coignet,  a  cook,  36  years  of  age,  applied 
to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  26th  of  December, 
1788,  for  the  cure  of  varicous  ulcers,  which  occupied 
nearly  a  fourth  part  of  the  inferior  and  internal  fide 
of  the  left  leg.  Many  of  thefe  ulcers  were  two 
inches  in  diameter  s  their  edges  were  jagged  and 
callus,  and  the  fmall  intervening  fpaces  were  hard, 
elevated,  and  tubercular.  The  whole  leg  was  fweil- 
ed  and  painful,  and  covered  with  varicous  veins,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  inferior  part,  and  the  integuments  that 
covered  it  were  of  a  red  browniffi  colour, 
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The 


(  298  ) 

The  patient,  for  a  great  number  of  years,  was  fub- 
jedt  to  thefe  ulcers,  which  were  cured  from  time  to 
time  by  a  long  courfe  of  reft,  and  returned  when  ftie 
took  to  her  ordinary  occupation.  It  was  only  fix 
months  fince  fire  was  cured  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  by 
means  of  the  compreffive  bandage.  She  wore  a  laced 
ftocking  for  fome  months  ;  but  at  laft  left  it  off,  from 
having  no  appreheniion  of  a  relapfe.  Thefe  ulcers 
returned  fome  weeks  afterwards,  with  fwelling.  The 
ufe  of  ointments,  and  more  particularly  fatigue,  had 
brought  them  into  the  fituation  thus  defcribed. 

This  patient  was  treated  like  the  preceding  one, 
by  the  compreffive  bandage.  The  fize  of  thefe  ul¬ 
cers  diminilhed  rapidly,  and,  by  the  15th  day,  there 
remained  only  one,  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  :  but,  on  this  day,  in  confequence  of  the  im¬ 
proper  application  cf  the  bandage  on  the  preceding 
evening,  there  was  fwelling,  and  even  ulceration,  at 
the  inferior  part  of  the  leg.  An  attention  to  preferve 
a  more  equal  degree  of  compreffion  foon  cured  the 
ulcer,  &c.  and  five  days  afterwards  cicatrization  was 
completed. 


CASE 


I 
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CASE  III. 


MARY  G.  Goflelin,  66  years  of  age,  had  an 
cedematous  affe&ion  of  her  legs,  fubfequenc 
to  an  internal  complaint.  The  right  leg  was  confi- 
derably  fwelled,  and  the  veins  varicous.  By  fcratch- 
ing  her  leg,  in  confequence  of  its  itching,  fhe  pro¬ 
duced  a  flight  excoriation  a  little  above  the  malleolus 
internus,  which  foon  degenerated  into  an  ulcer.  This 
fore  fpread  extremely  fail,  as  much  from  the  particu¬ 
lar  difpofition  of  the  part  aflehted,  as  from  the  greaiÿ 
applications  which  had  been  employed  for  a  cure. 

This  woman  at  length  applied  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
with  an  ulcer  near  five  inches  in  diameter.  Its  edges 
were  hard,  and  raifed  many  inches  above  the  furface. 
In  fpite  of  reft,  and  the  horizontal  pofidon  which  this 
woman  conftantly  obferved,  it  was  neceffary  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  ufe  of  the  bandage  for  two  months,  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  cicatrization  of  the  ulcer* 


X  a 
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/  *  -  v.,  "  *  'r*  ■/  I-  ' 

CASE  IV.  * 

A  Wafher-woman,  of  the  name  of  Savary,  who 
**  ^  had  a  number  of  children,  had  varicoüs  legs, 
extremely  diftended.  An  eryfipelatous  affection,  im¬ 
properly  treated,  had  produced  many  ulcers,  whole 
edges  were  callus,  though  they  had  exifted  only  three 
months.  Compte ilion,  continued  for  15  days,  was 
fufficient  for  the  cure. 


At  all  times  the  treatment  of  varicous  ulcers  has 
varied  confiderably.  Independent  of  internal  remedies, 
piafters,  ointments,  and  a  variety  of  applications,  have 
been  employed  ;  cauflics,  and  even  painful  opera¬ 
tions,  have  been  performed,  always  unneceffarily,  and 
generally  without  fuccefs.  Thefe  fpecies  of  ulcers 
were  efteemed  infinitely  difficult  to  treat,  if  not  incu¬ 
rable. 

If  we  call  to  our  recollection  what  the  ancients,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  moderns,  have  written  on  the 
fubjedt  of  callus  and  phagedenic  ulcers  of  the  legs  ; 
on  ulcers  which  they  termed  Chironien  and  ‘T elephien  ; 
in  a  word,  thofe  that  they  term  in  general  malignant 
and  inveterate  $  we  ffiall  recognize,  under  the  defcrip- 
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tion  of  difeafes  fo  obfdnate  and  painful,  die  fame  va- 
ricous  ulcers  we  have  juft  defended  ;  which  eafiiy 
yield  to  methods  ft m pie,  local,  and  purely  mecha¬ 
nical. 

The  difficulty  practitioners  have  experienced  in 
their  cure  has  led  them  to  inveftigate  the  caufe.  — 
They  have  been  attributed  to  a  depravity  of  the  hu¬ 
mours  ;  to  acrimony,  thicknefs,  or  tenuity,  in  the 
blood ;  to  a  bad  conftitution  :  but  they  have  been 
more  particularly  referred  to  difeafes  of  the  liver  and 
fpleen.  It  is,  however,  obferved,  that  dilation  of  the 
veins,  and  dwelling  of  the  leg,  always  either  precede 
or  follow  this  fpecies  of  ulcer.  They  have  even  gone 
farther;  for  the  moft  ancient  authors  acknowledge, 
that  a  cure  of  thefe  ulcers  cannot  be  obtained  with¬ 
out  the  deftruclion  of  thefe  varices. 

For  a  great  length  of  time  thefe  varicous  affec¬ 
tions  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  produced  by  a  thick 
and  melancholic  ftate  of  the  blood  ;  by  blood  of  a 
particular  kind,  which  Galen  and  other  authors  term 
the  faces  or  dregs  of  the  blood.  From  this  arofe  die 
opinion,  that  it  was  falutary  that  this  fort  of  blood 
Ihould  be  carried  to  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the 
body,  and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  deftroy 
thofe  refervoirs,  which  produce,  at  a  diftance  from 
the  heart,  the  dilation  of  veins  and  ulcers  of  the 
inferior  extremities. 

They  were  conftdered  by  the  ancients  as  iffues  con¬ 
ducive  to  health,  and  the  fuppreffion  of  which  might 
bring  on  cough,  hemoptofts,  hemorrhoidal  flux, 
pain  in  the  kidneys,  pleurify,  madnefs,  apoplexy, 

X  3  cachexy. 
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cachexy,  dropfy  ;  in  fhort,  every  terrible  difeafe,  or 
even  death  itfelf.  Such  is  the  language  of  all  the  an¬ 
cients,  and  of  a  great  number  of  the  moderns.* 

After  thefe  opinions,  is  it  not  aftonifhing  to  find 
them  undertaking  the  cure  of  a  complaint,  which 
they  efteemed  as  contributing  to  the  health  of  thofe 
who  were  fubjeht  to  its  attack  ? 

Hippocrates  only  propofes  to  punflure  thefe  va¬ 
rices,  that  the  patient  may  be  cured  by  taking  off  the 
diftenfion  of  the  vefifels,  by  evacuating  the  blood. — 
Phyficians  who  fucceeded  him  have  been  more  bold  ; 
they  have  attempted  the  radical  cure  of  thofe  ulcers 
and  varices,  by  deftroying  the  varicous  veins.  It  is 
true,  that  this  plan  was  not  adopted  till  the  fuppofed 
original  vice  in  the  blood  had  been  combated  by  a 
long  courfe  of  internal  remedies. 

Ætius  and  Paulus  Eginetus  fpeak  of  excifion  of  the 
varices  as  a  common  occurrence.  The  fir  ft  author, 
however,  admits,  that  this  cruel  operation,  fo  far 
from  producing  the  intended  effect,  leaves  a  frefh 
ulcer,  which  itfelf  becomes  incurable.  Avicennus  has 
made  the  fame  remark.  This  obfervation  has  not 
efcaped  the  notice  of  thofe  moderns  who  have  had 
occafion  to  excife  varices  ;  and  the  work  of  G.  Bed- 
loo,  extracted  by  Manget,  affords  a  ffriking  ex¬ 
ample. 

*  Bidloo.  Exercit.  Anat.  Chir.  Heifter.  Inftit.  part  i.  lib.  v. 
cap.  7.  Bell’s  Treatife  on  Ulcers,  part  2d,  feéfc.  i.  par,  4.  Thed. 
Remarques  et  Obf.  Trad,  par  Chayron,  p.  25. 

To 
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To  fpare  the  patient  unnecefiary  pain,  pra&itio- 
ners  have  made  a  ligature  above  and  below  the  di¬ 
latation,  and  emptied  the  intervening  fpace  by  a  punc¬ 
ture.  This  method  was  adopted  by  Fabricius  Aqua- 
pendente.  Scultetus,  who  had  tried  it  without  fuccefs, 
rejected  it  in  toto .  In  effed,  the  wound  that  is 
neceffary  to  make,  though  fmaller  than  when  exci- 
fion  is  adopted,  is  neverthelefs  difficult  to  cure.  The 
varices  almoft  always  return.  It  happens  fometimes 
that  they  empty  into  this  varicous  fac,  afford  a 
hemorrhage,  and  render  the  ligatures  nugatory  in 
their  effed.  This  obfervation  is  confirmed  by  a  fad: 
mentioned  by  Fabricius  Hildanus,  and  which  is  indeed 
peculiar  to  that  author. 

Thefe  are  not  the  only  means  that  have  been  em¬ 
ployed.  The  cure  of  varices  has  been  attempted 
not  only  by  cauftics,  but  even  by  the  adual  cau¬ 
tery.  Celfus,  who  propofes  an  incifion  through  the 
fkin,  or  the  application  of  hot  iron,  appears  as  if 
he  had  never  feen  the  operation  performed,  or  at 
lead:  that  he  had  net  an  accurate  idea  of  the  pro¬ 
per  mode  of  procedure.  And  Fabricius  Aquapen- 
dente,  who  reports  his  opinion,  properly  obferves, 
that  the  hot  iron  will  not  only  dry  up  the  vein, 
but  completely  diforganize  it,  and  form  an  efehar, 
the  reparation  of  which  will  produce  a  hemorrhage. 

Thefe  methods  of  deflroying  varices  were  known 
to  the  Arabians  ;  but  they  rarely  employed  them, 
and  never  but  in  cafes  of  the  mod  abfolute  necef- 
fity.  They  were,  in  fad,  poffefled  of  a  method  in¬ 
finitely  more  gentle  and  more  certain  in  its  effeds, 
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viz.  comprefîlon.  The  compreffive  bandage,  as  de- 
fcribed  by  Avicennus,  *  (as  one  of  the  curative 
means  conftantly  employed  in  his  time,)  extended 
from  the  inferior  part  of  the  leg  as  high  as  the 
knee. 

This  author  recommends  thofe  who  have  varices 
not  to  walk,  or  even  Hand  upright,  without  their 
bandage.  This  method,  which  has  been  borrowed 
from  Avicennus  by  Fabricius  Aquapendente,  Seul- 
têtus,  Fabiicius  Hildanus,  Joh.  Munch,  &c.  is  near¬ 
ly  the  fame  as  we  employ  at  prefent  ;  but  it  appears 
that  the  Arabs  did  not  derive  all  the  advantages  of 
which  this  method  is  fufceptible  ;  or,  from  being  lefs 
bold,  or  more  inexperienced,  than  us,  they  did  not 
employ  this  compreffive  method  in  varices  accompa¬ 
nied  with  ulcers. 

Compreffion,  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers  at  that 
time,  was  not  a  new  difeovery  :  the  good  effedts  of 
its  application  were  known  even  to  Hippocrates. — 
Paré  is  indebted  to  that  illuhrious  obferver  for  the 
precept  he  lays  down  in  favour  of  the  ufe  of  a  tight 
bandage  for  the  cure  of  ulcers  ;  but  that  it  fhould 
not  extend  more  than  a  few  inches  below  the  ulce¬ 
rated  part.  Scultetus  and  Fabricius  Hildanus  have 
gone  farther,  they  have  employed  for  the  treatment 
of  varicous  ulcers  the  bandage  that  Avicennus  em- 
ployed  in  dilatation  of  the  veins  and  in  fwelling  of 
the  legs. 

Subfequent  pradlitioners  have  negleéled  this  me¬ 
thod  3  and,  if  we  cannot  in  our  times  attribute  the  in- 

*  Can.  Feb.  2©,  Lib.  iii.  Trad.  1. 
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vention  to  Theden,  he  dill  has  the  merit  of  brine:- 
ing  it  into  general  ufe,  and  of  explaining  the  mode 
of  adion  and  the  effeds  of  compreffion. 

There  is,  however,  one  effed  that  feems  to  have 
efcaped  the  notice  or  Theden,  which  is,  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  callous  edges  in  old  ulcers.  In  the 
vad  number  of  patients  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  this 
fymptom  is  frequently  obferved,  and  yet  there  is 
no  neceffity  for  employing  incifions,  fcarifications, 
caudics,  ep  if  pallies,  and  other  means  propofed  by 
authors,  and  employed  by  the  generality  of  prac¬ 
titioners.  Compreffion,  with  a  neat  methodical  way 
of  dreffing,  comtantly  fucceeds  (and  often  in  a  few 
days)r  in  the  dedrudion  of  thefe  callofides. 

Compreffion  is  alfo  the  only  means  of  prevent¬ 
ing  the  return  of  varicous  ulcers. 

The  Hocking  made  of  fkin,  laced,  generally  em¬ 
ployed  after  cicatrization,  is  not  a  new  invention  : 
it  was  known  to  Fabricius  Aquapendente,  Wife  man, 
Scultetus,  &c.  ;  and  dog’s  fkin,  as  being  fupple 
and  eladic,  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  appropriated  to 
this  ulè. 
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Cafe  of  a  Gun-foot  Wound,  with  a  Fracture  of  the 

Patella  and  Condyles  of  the  Femur ,  cured  without 
Ankilofis . 


[By  Mr.  Thiebai/lt,  Surgeon.] 

MR.  Thiebault  was  fent  for  to  the  affiftance  of 
Valentine  Viry,  15  years  of  age,  who  had 
received  a  gun-  (hot  wound  from  about  four  paces 
diflance.  The  gun  was  loaded  with  a  bullet  and 
about  forty  fhot,  irregular  in  their  form  and  of 
different  fizes. 

The  knee  was  tenfe  and  confiderably  fwelled  ;  and, 
according  to  Mr.  Thiebaulf  s  remark,  had  entered  the 
knee  anteriorly  and  laterally,  had  pierced  the  capfiilar 
ligament,  croffed  the  articulation,  and  fradtured  the 
patella  and  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  and  palled  cut 
of  the  lateral  and  internal  part  of  the  thigh,  imme¬ 
diately  above  the  condyle.  After  the  wound  was  dilated 
as  much  as  was  neceffary,  and  as  the  parts  affedted 
would  admit,  fome  clothing  with  three  loofe  bony 
Iplinters  were  extracted  :  feventeen  fhot  were  alfo 
extracted,  fituated  at  different  degrees  of  depth,  in 
the  inferior  and  external  parts  of  the  thigh,  and  in  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  leg. 


The 
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The  wounds  produced  by  the  ball  were  dreffed 
with  tents  of  foft  lint;  all  the  parts  affedled  were 
covered  with  an  emollient  fomentation,  with  a  trifling 
addition  of  brandy,  and  the  whole  dr e flings  retained 
by  the  18 -tailed  bandage. 

The  thigh  was  alfo  confiderably  injured.  The  bail, 
after  palling  out  of  the  right  knee,  entered  the  lateral, 
internal,  and  inferior,  part  of  the  left  thigh,  between  the 
femi-nervofi  and  the  femi-membranofi  mufcles;  and, 
at  the  inferior  part  of  the  femur,  paffed  backwards, 
near  the  popliteal  nerves,  and  made  its  exit  through 
the  inferior,  lateral,  external,  and  a  little  to  the 
polie rior  part  of  the  thigh,  by  the  fide  of  the  tendon 
of  the  biceps. 

After  the  neceiTary  incilions,  14  fhot  were  extracted 
from  different  sparts  of  the  leg  and  thigh.  The 
dreffmgs  were  the  fame  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes.  The 
jpatient  was  ordered  to  be  bled  :  relaxing  antiphlogiftic 
drinks  preferibed,  and  the  ftrielefl  regimen  enjoined. 
The  bleeding  was  repeated  three  times  the  three 
following  days.  The  wounded  parts  dreffed  with  a 
digeilive  and  fomented  with  an  emollient  campho¬ 
rated  fomentation.  The  fymptoms,  however,  Hill 
kept  increafing  ;  and,  from  the  fwelling  and  violent-- 
inflammation  that  extended  along  the  thigh  and  right 
leg,  gangrene  was  expected.  The  fever  v/as  violent, 
with  convulfive  motions  ;  the  tongue  was  dry  and 
furred,  with  a  bitter  take  in  the  mouth.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  conjoined  with  naufea,  induced  Mr. 
Thiebault  to  preferibe  the  decodtion  of  bark,  ren¬ 
dered  laxative  by  the  addition  of  fal  glauberi.  An 
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înfufion  of  fcordium  and  an  andfeptic  accidulated  potion 
were  exhibited,  and  emollient  camphorated  enemas 
with  nitre  adminiftered.  The  wounds  were  dreffed 
with  digeftive,  and  a  ftrong  deco&ion  of  bark  with 
camphire  and  volatile  alkali. 

After  thefe  remedies  were  employed  for  three  days, 
the  fymptoms  were  obvioufiy  diminifhed  ;  the  tendon 
and  fwelling  of  the  wounded  parts  were  condderably 
ldTened.  A  good  and  plentiful  fuppuration  was  efra- 
blilhed.  The  fever,  however,  dill  remained,  with  a 
bitter  take  in  the  mouth,  a  black  and  furred  tongue, 
though  a  little  moift. 

A  laxative  medicine,  compofed  of  manna  and 
tamarinds,  was  ordered,  which  procured  fome  bilious 
ftools,  and  the  difcharge  of  a  condderable  number 
of  worms.  This  remedy  was  exhibited  the  next 
day,  and  attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  The  anti- 
feptic  and  vermifuge  medicines  were  perdded  in  for 
5  or  6  days. 

'The  inflammation  and  fwelling  of  the  wTounded 
parts  had  now  nearly  fubfided.  The  efchars  floughed 
off;  and  the  fuppuration  from  the  wounds  wTas  of  a 
good  quality,  but  abundant  in  confequence  of  feveral 
finuffes,  that  communicated  with  the  articulation  of 
the  knee.  From  the  inferior  part  of  the  right  thigh, 
the  pus  paffed  out  with  the  fynovia,  by  an  aperture 
formed  by  the  ball,  in  crofting  the  interdicts  of  the 
-  fractured  bones. 

From  this  time,  the  fmall  wounds  produced  by 
the  fhot  healed  rapidly,  and  were  foon  after  cicatri¬ 
zed,  The  wound,  made  by  the  ball  in  the  left 
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thigh,  healed  equally  well,  but  not  fo  on  the 
right. 

o 

At  this  period,  the  patient,  fatisfied  with  his  prefent 
fituation,  neglected  his  regimen  and  medicines.  Some 
ahfceiTes  were  formed  in  his  thigh  and  leg,  either  in 
confequence  of  fome  remaining  fliot,  or  fplinters 
detached  by  fuppuration,  or  from  want  of  attention 
on  his  part.  The  majority  of  thefè  abfcefïès  emptied 
fhemfelves,  at  leaft  partially,  by  the  wounds  in  the. 
articulation.  Attention  was  paid  to  open  them  early, 
and  to  repeat  the  draftings  frequently,  to  prevent 
the  ftagnation  of  matter  ;  but,  notwithflanding,  the 
pus  diffufed  itfelf  in  the  cellular  fpongy  fubftance 
of  the  fradured  bones,  producing  fwelling  and  en¬ 
largement  of  thefe  parts. 

Thefe  fymptoms  did  'not  render  the  patient  more 
attentive:  he  committed  many  imprudences,  con- 
ftantly  negleding  his  regimen  and  medicines.  In  con¬ 
fequence  of  this  mifeondud,  independent  of  the 
abfeeffes  juft  fpoken  of,  he  had  nearly  an  univerfal 
infiltration  in  the  cellular  fubftance,  which  it  was 
neceffary  to  combat  by  a  particular  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment.  The  face  was  puffed,  the  belly  tenfe,  the 
extremities  œdematous,  particularly  the  leg  and  thigh* 
which  was  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

Compreffion,  injections,  incifions,  &c.  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  cafe,  were  at  different  times 
employed.  Thefe  means  would  be  tedious  and  un- 
neceffary  to  mention  in  detail:  it  is  fuincient  to 
obferve,  that  feveral  fhots,  at  different  periods,  were 
extracted  from  the  lateral  and  external  part  of  the 
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right  knee,  which  at  firft  could  not  be  extracted . 
Ten  bony  fplinters,  of  different  lizes,  were  alfo  thrown 
off.  And;»  after  a  long  continued  life  of  tindture  of 
myrrh  and  aloes,  the  wound  cicatrized,  contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  the  forgeons  and  phyficians  who 
were  confulted  in  the  cafe,  and  who  deemed  it  incu¬ 
rable.  At  the  end  of  ten  weeks  there  remained  only 
one  wound  to  be  healed  ;  which  wras  where  the  ball 
paffed  out.  This  wound  was  fituated  as  deferibed 
before,  on  the  lateral  and  internal  part  of  the  right 
knee,  immediately  above  the  condyle  of  the  femur^ 
and  by  which  the  fynovia  was  continually  difeharged, 
after  the  external  wound  was  healed. 

This  opening  was  difficult  to  cicatrize  :  deterfivc 
injections,  refoiutives,  and  ftrengthening  applications, 
did  not  fucceed  :  and  there  was  reafon  to  fufpeCt  it 
would  remain  fiflulous.  But  it  yielded  at  lafl  to  the 
injection  of  the  heaume  du  commandeur ,*  which  was 
employed  for  15  days,  and  ufed  twice  in  24  hours. 

At  the  end  of  three  months,  Mr.  Thiebault  ob~ 
ferves,  he  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  his  patient 
perfectly  cured,  and  walking  with  the'  affiftance  of 
crutches. 

The  motions  of  flexion  and  extenfion  of  the  right 
knee  were  as  yet  very  confined,  and  improved  but 
llowly  :  but  the  left  knee  was  in  its  natural  flate. 
As  it  was  the  feafon  for  the  wafers  of  Plombières, 

*  F°r  the  formula  and  mode  of  preparing  the  Beaume  du  Com¬ 
mandeur,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Les  Elémens  de  Pharmacie, 
théorique  et  pratique,  par  Monf.  Baume,  8vo.  5th  edition. 
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Mr.  Thiebault  recommended  their  ufe  to  his  pa¬ 
tient.  *  He  derived  every  advantage  that  was  ex¬ 
pected  from  their  ufe.  He  walked  with  more  firm- 
nefs,  the  motions  of  his  knee  were  freer,  the  liga¬ 
ments  ftrengthened,  and  the  bones  were  diminilhed 
to  their  natural  fize  ;  and,  at  the  moment  this  me¬ 
moir  was  written,  every  circumftance  went  on  as 
well  as  poftible. 

The  motions  of  the  patella,  thofe  of  flexion  and  ex- 
tenflon  of  the  leg  on  the  thigh,  were  as  free  as  before 
the  accident.  The  only  veftiges  that  now  remained 
were  the  cicatrices,  and  a  flight  irregularity  in  the  fize 
and  figure  of  the  patella,  an  irregularity  fenflble  only 
to  the  touch,  and  which  did  not  impede  its  func¬ 
tions.  The  patient,  who  limped  for  a  confiderable 
time,  felt  no  inconvenience  of  this  fort  but  when 
too  much  fatigued,  and  then  it  was  fcarcely  percep¬ 
tible. 

Mr.  Thiebault  remarks,  that,  eight  days  fincc, 
he  had  feen  the  patient  in  the  fituation  juft  defcri- 
bed,  and  he  now  attends  to  his  ordinary  .occupa¬ 
tions  in  the  country,  f 

*  Plombières  is  a  {mail  village,  fituated  in  Lorraine,  celebrated 
for  its  baths,  which  are  fuppofed  to  poffiefs  confiderable  efficacy  in 
the  cure  of  ulcers,  colics,  inveterate  fevers,  rheumatifms,  and  in* 
flammations  :  it  is  furrounded  by  the  mountains  of  Voge. 

Vide  Dictionnaire  Géographique  Portatif,  p.  500, 

f  Mr.  Thiebault  wrote  this  memoir  on  the  ioth  of  May* 
*  7  9 1  • 
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Cafe  of  an  Ulcerated  Cancer ,  with  a  Carles  of  the 
Rib ,  cured  by  Amputation. 


[By  Mr.  Cagnion,  Surgeon,] 

MLLE  Fournier,  of  Verneuil,  47  years  of  age, 
of  a  bilious  temperament  with  a  face  full  of 
pimples,  confulted  Mr.  Cagnion,  for  a  cancer  in 
her  breaft»  In  the  centre  of  this  tumour  was  an 
ulcer,  an  inch  in  depth,  with  hard  and  raifed  edges, 
and  of  a  livid  colour»  The  diicharge  was  confi- 
derable,  black,  and  extremely  corrofive. 

The  tumour  was  moveable,  and  amputation  of 
the  bread:  propofed,  as  the  only  pofilble  means  of 
cure.  The  operation  was  performed  by  Mr.  Cagni¬ 
on,  on  the  1 2th  of  May  of  the  fame  year,  who  was 
extremely  furprifed  to  find  a  nucleus  to  this  tumour, 
as  large  as  a  hen’s  egg,  which  crodfed  the  pebtoralis 
major.  A  portion  of  the  mufcle  was  railed,  and  a 
caries  of  the  rib  difcovered,  three  inches  in  ex¬ 
tent. 

After  the  tumour  was  removed,  it  was  found  to 
weigh  three  pounds.  The  patient  was  dtefied  metho¬ 
dically  ;  but  was  now  left  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Si- 
card,  a  furgeon  in  the  town,  from  the  diftance  be¬ 
ing  inconvenient  to  Mr.  Cagnion.  It  was  feven 
months  before  it  was  healed,  the  procefs  of  cicatriza* 
lion  beiqg  retarded  by  the  exfoliation. 

This 


* 
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This  patient  is  perfedtly  cured,  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  15  years,  which  has  tranfpired  fince  the  opera¬ 
tion,  ihe  has  enjoyed  an  excellent  ftate  of  health, 
without  the  lead:  return  or  appearance  of  any  glan¬ 
dular  tumour.  * 


Cancerous  Ulcers  cured, 

» 

•  •*  \  1  * 

[By  Mr.  Lachapelle,  Surgeon  to  the  Hofpital  of 

Saint-Louis.] 

CASE  I. 

JANE  Chatillon,  45  years  of  age,  was  attacked,  in 
the  courfe  of  September,  1788,  with  an  inflam¬ 
mation  on  the  left  ala  of  the  nofe.  Some  time  af¬ 
terwards  the  part  ulcerated,  which  occafioned  a  trou- 
blefome  and  fometimes  a  painful  itching  :  different 
means  were  unfuccefsfully  employed,  and  the  cafe  re¬ 
mained  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation  till  the  month  of 


*  The  hiftory  of  this  cafe  is  extremely  valuable,  when  we  call 
to  our  recolle&ion  what  authors  have  written  on  the  fubje#  of' 
cancers  combined  with  caries  of  the  ribs.  Vide  Monro’s  Medical 
E  flays,  vol.  v. 
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September  in  the  following  year.  At  this  period  the 
ulcer  fpread  very  faft  ;  the  feptum  nafi,  the  mufcles, 
and  cartilages  of  both  fides,  were,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  deftroyed.  The  ulceration  extended  on  the  left 
fide,  on  the  loofe  edge  of  the  upper-lip.  This  was 
the  (late  of  her  cafe  on  her  admifiion  into  the  Hofpital 
of  St.  Louis,  in  the  month  of  October,  1789. 

A  poultice,  moiftened  with  aq.  veg.  was  applied 
twice  a-day  to  the  ulcer;  a  fudorific  ptifan  prefcribcd, 
and  a  pill,  compofed  of  one  grain  of  calomel,  and 
one  grain  of  fulph.  aurat.  antimonii,  ordered  to  be 
taken  every  day.  From  the  5th  day,  the  inflammation 
lefiened.  No  other  fenfible  alteration  took  place  till 
the  2 1  ft.  The  fuppuration,  that,  till  this  time,  had 
been  black  and  putrid,  now  became  white  and  in- 
odrous. 

On  the  37th  the  difcharge  was  trifling,  and  the 
ulcer,  being  well  deterged,  was  dreflfed  with  pledgets 
dipt  in  a  folution  of  verdegris  and  corrofive  fub- 
limate,  in  the  proportion  of  fix  grains  of  each  to 
a  pint  of  water.  On  the  40th  day  cicatrization  be¬ 
gan  to  take  place,  and  was  finifhed  by  the  doth. 

Sometime  before  it  was  completely  cicatrized  an 
iflfue  w>as  made  in  the  arm,  which  was  healed  up,  with¬ 
out  any  inconvenience  to  the  patient,  fix  months 
after  the  cure.  No  farther  confequence  refulted  from 
fuch  a  ferions  difeafe,  but  the  neceffity  of  wearing  an 
artificial  noie,  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  the  natural  one, 
deftroyed  by  the  complaint. 
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CASE  IL 


RANCES  Duval  received  a  fcratch  with  the  nail. 


JL  near  the  left  commiffure  of  the  lower  lip, 
which  was  followed  with  confiderable  fwelling  and 
inflammation.  Emollient  poultices  were  applied,  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  without  fuc- 
cefs.  An  abfcefs  was  formed  and  opened,  and 
from  this  time  the  fymptoms  feertied  to  be  calmed. 
But  this  alleviation  was  only  temporary,  for,  in  a  few 
days,  fhe  was  afflicted  with  a  violent  pain  in  her  lip, 
and  with  an  eryfipelas  that  extended  over  the  whole 
face.  Both  fymptoms  difappeared  after  fhe  had  been 
bled  at  different  times  in  the  foot.  A  fmall  ulcer  re* 
mained  at  the  part  where  the  fcratch  was  received, 
which  withftood  the  refources  of  art  and  empiricifm. 
She  applied  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  Louis  on  the  iff 
of  April,  1789. 

The  edges  of  the  ulcer  were  turned  upwards,  hard, 
and  callous  ;  the  fuppuration  abundant  and  putrid.— 
For  the  firfb  three  days,  cataplafms,  moiftened  with 
aq.  veg.  were  applied.  On  the  4th,  the  patient  took 
two  grains  of  emetic  tartar  in  a  pint  of  water,  to 
check  a  bilious  difpofltion,  which  was  evidently  ma- 
nifeft.  On  the  8th,  a  fudoriflc  pdfan  was  ordered, 
and  fix  grains  of  mineral  alkali  added  to  each  pint. 
On  the  10th,  the  ulcer  affumed  a  vermilion  colour, 
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the  fuppuration  became  lefs,  and  the  fætor  dimi- 
nifhed.  On  the  26th,  fome  fungus  flefh  appeared  at 
the  bottom  of  the  ulcer,  which  was  repreffed  by  a 
pledget  dipt  in  a  flight  folution  of  the  lapis  infer- 
nalis. 

The  efchar  was  detached  on  the  28th:  from  that 
time  the  fuppuration  gradually  diminifhed,  and  cicatri¬ 
zation  began  to  take  place.  On  the  40th,  pledgets, 
dipt  in  the  folution  of  verdegris  and  fublimate,  were 
employed,  and  the  ulcer  cicatrized  in  ten  days. 


'  •  /  *  - 1 

CASE  III. 

1 

F  RANCIS  Ray  was  admitted  into  the  hofpital  of 
St.  Louis,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1789,  for 
the  cure  of  an  ulcer  on  the  internal  part  of  the  up¬ 
per-lip,  on  the  right  fide.  It  was  accompanied  by 
inflammation,  fvvelling,  and  pain.  There  were  two 
fiftulous  finuffes  opened  from  this  ulcer  ;  one  into 
the  right  noftril,  and  the  other  under  the  feptum 
nafi. 

On  the  thick  part  of  the  left  fide  of  the  lip  there 
was  alfo  a  fmall  tumour,  ready  to  ulcerate,  and 
which  produced  the  moil  exquifite  pain.  Sudorifics 
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were  ordered,  and  the  fiftulæ  injected  with  bar- 
ley-water  and  honey  ;  and  cataplafms,  moiftened  with 
aq.  veg.  applied  to  the  part.  This  treatment,  con¬ 
tinued  for  three  weeks,  was  not  attended  with  the 
fuccefs  expedted.  From  the  advice  of  a  phyfician, 
fumigations  with  cinnabar  were  tried,  from  a  fufpi- 
cion  it  arofe  from  venereal  virus  ;  but,  after  this  ex¬ 
periment,  the  difeafe  increafed  in  violence.  The  ulcer 
now  affedted  the  nofe,  which  it  in  part  deftroyed.— 
The  fmall  tumour  of  the  left  fide  begun  to  ulcerate, 
and  the  lip  was  foon  divided  throughout  its  whole 
breadth. 

This  fpreading  of  the  ulceration  was  fome  days  in 
taking  place,  during  which  period  the  fumigations 
were  only  twice  employed.  The  ufe  of  emolli¬ 
ents  were  again  had  recourfe  to,  which  alleviated  the 
fymptoms,  and  in  a  little  time  checked  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe.  The  ulcer  was  then  drefled  with  the 
folution  of  verdegris  and  fublimate,  and  the  fiftulæ 
injedted  with  the  fame  fluid.  The  fudorific  ptifan  was 
continued  -,  five  drops  of  vol.  alk.  added  to  each 
pint. 

After  this  plan  was  purfued  for  15  days,  the 
fwelling  diminifhed,  the  fuppuration  became  better, 
and  lefs  in  quantity.  The  upper-lip  cicatrized  a  little 
time  afterwards,  and  a  flight  degree  of  deformity  only 
remained. 


Fraffures 
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Fr  azures  of  the  Neck  of  the  Femur \ 

CASE  I. 

PETER  Lefprit,  38  years  of  age,  fell  from  a n 
eminence  thirty  feet  high,  into  one  of  the 
quarries  of  Montmartre.  Notwithftanding  he  felt 
confiderable  pain  in  the  internal  part  of  his  thigh, 
he  had  fufficient  courage  to  walk  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
fome  hours  after  the  accident.  This  was  on  the  8  th  of 
November,  1787. 

On  examination,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  the 
exigence  of  a  fraéture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur, 
from  the  following  fymptoms  :  The  trochanter  major 
was  more  elevated,  and  thrown  more  backwards, 
than  in  its  natural  fituation  ;  the  point  of  the  foot 
was  turned  outwards,  the  limb  fhortened,  and  the 
crepitus  diftinôtly  to  be  heard.  It  was  eafily  redu^ 
ced,  by  an  afliftant  extending  the  foot  and  the  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  leg,  whilft  another  afliftant  kept 
the  trunk  fixed,  by  holding  the  patient  by  the 
fhoulders. 

After  the  reduction,  the  dreflings  ufually  employ-, 
ed  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  for  fraôtures  of  the  femur, 
were  applied.  They  conftfted  of  a  long  comprefs, 
ana  two  circular  ones,  applied  to  the  part  aftedted, 
and  kept  moift  with  aq.  veg.  min.  5  the  bandage  à 
bandelettes ,  (deferibed  page  228)3  linen,  tow,  &c. 
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to  fill  up  the  interftices.  The  whole  was  covered 
with  drap  fanon ,  and  fupported  by  three  fplints. — 
One  of  the  fplints  was  placed  on  the  in  fide,  and 
extended  alfo  the  whole  length  of  the  extremity, 
as  high  up  as  the  chrilta  of  the  ilium.  The  third 
extended  as  high  lip  as  the  laft  ;  but  reached  only 
as  low  down  as  the  knee.  Thefe  fplints  were  fuf- 
tained  fuperiorly  by  a  narrow  body- bandage,  that 
encompaffed  the  pelvis,  and  afterwards  expended  and 
fecured  by  knots  round  the  fradured  member. 

He  was  ordered  to  drink  diluting  liquors,  and, 
from  fome  fymptoms  that  fill  exifted,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  bleed  him  the  next  day.  The  fradure 
was  united  by  the  40th  day,  and  the  patient  difchar- 
ged  the  hofpital,  two  months  after  his  admifiion, 
with  the  thigh  a  little  fhortened. 


CASE  II. 

\ 

MARY  Tabourin,  65  years  of  age,  fradured 
the  neck  of  the  left  femur,  on  the  10th 
April,  1788,  by  falling  from  a  high  place,  on  the 
trochanter  major.  She  was  immediately  carried  to 
the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where  this  Ipecies  of  fradure  was 
eafily  diftinguifhed,  by  an  union  of  all  the  charade  - 
riftic  fymptoms. 

Y  4 


The 


\ 

I 


(  3*  O  ) 


The  cafe  was  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
preceding  ;  but,  though  the  bandage  was  well  ap¬ 
plied,  confiderable  pain  was  occafionally  experienced 
at  the  fraftured  part.  Two  months  elapfed  before 
the  fradture  was  confolidated,  and  the  patient  re¬ 
mained  convalefcent  a  confiderable  time. 

Frequent  and  long- continued  exercife  did  not  re- 
ftore  either  eafe  or  fecurity  in  her  motions  ;  and 
when  fhe  left  the  hofpital,  four  months  after  her 
admiffion,  fhe  walked  with  confiderable  difficulty. 


CASE  III. 


SUSAN  Bourgoin,  71  years  of  age,  was  brought 
to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  10th  of  November, 
1788,  with  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  in 
confequence  of  a  fall  on  the  trochanter  major.  For 
the  retention  of  the  parts,  after  the  reduction,  no 
farther  means  were  employed  than  linen,  &c.  (to 
fill  up  the  inequalities,)  applied  immediately  to  the 
limb,  and  the  fpiints  difpofed  and  fecured  as  in  the 
preceding  cafes. 

To  prevent  the  trunk  of  the  body  defcending, 
the  patient  was  fecured  to  the  head  of  the  bed,  by 
two  bands  fewed  to  that  part  of  the  body-bandage 

that 
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tfhat  paffed  'over  the  fides  of  the  thorax,  immediately 
under  the  axillae. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  treatment,  no  farther  pain 
was  experienced.  The  fradture  was  confolidated  by 
the  45th  day,  and,  by  the  ufe  of  exercife,  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  foon  reflored. 

At  the  time  this  woman  fhould  have  been  dif- 
charged  from  the  hofpital,  fhe  had  a  contufion  of 
her  head,  in  confequence  of  a  fall,  of  which  fhe  died 
in  four  days  afterwards. 

The  body  was  publicly  examined,  and  the  ofuous 
fragments  were  found  united  by  a  hard  firm  callus, 
and  without  any  deformity. 


CASE  IV. 

MARY  Vanneur,  59  years  of  age,  was  thrown 
down  by  a  horfe,  on  the  6  th  of  March, 
1789.  She  fell  on  her  left  fide,  and,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  confiderable  pain,  fhe  made  long  and  con¬ 
tinued  efforts  to  rife.  Thefe  exertions  produced  a 
fhortening  of  the  thigh  of  above  four  inches,  by  the 
time  the  patient  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu. 
The  fradlure  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  was  other- 
wife  fufhciently  characterized,  by  the  facility  with 
which  the  limb  was  reflored  to  its  natural  fituation, 

by 
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by  means  of  a  flight  degree  of  extenfion.  In  addition 
to  this  there  was  a  crepitus,  and  a  motion  of  the 
trochanter  major  when  the  thigh  was  rotated.  This 
eminence,  from  this  time,  became  the  centre  of  mo¬ 
tion,  and  turned  on  its  axis  like  a  pivot,  inflead  of 
executing  its  ordinary  revolutions  in  the  arch  of  a 
circle. 

This  woman  was  dreffed,  and  fixed  to  the  head 
of  the  bed,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  preceding  pa¬ 
tient;  but,  to  prevent  the  leg  being  drawn  up  to¬ 
wards  the  body,  the  foot  was  retained  by  a  bandage, 
the  middle  of  which  was  paffed  behind  the  leg,  above 
the  malleoli,  and  the  ends  decufiated  each  other  on 
the  back  of  the  foot,  then  fecured  by  a  knot  on  the 
foie  of  the  foot,  and  afterwards  fecured  to  the  foot¬ 
board  of  the  bed.  By  this  method  a  confiant  exten¬ 
fion  was  kept  up,  the  patient  not  the  leafl  incom¬ 
moded,  nor  any  pain  whatever  experienced  during 
the  treatment. 

Two  months  after  the  accident  fhe  was  difcharged 
the  hofpital  perfe6tly  cured,  with  only  a  fmall  degree 
of  rigidity  in  the  articulation,  from  want  of  exer- 
cife. 


CASE 
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CASE  V, 

[By  Mr.  Delamone,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

ANN  Demond,  75  years  of  age,  Dipt  down 
(with  a  heavy  burthen  on  her  head)  and  fell 
on  her  right  fide.  This  happened  on  the  28th  of 
January,  1790.  She  felt  a  very  acute  pain  in  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  thigh,  accompanied  with  a  crack¬ 
ing  noife.  She  was  incapable  of  rifmg  without  al¬ 
ii  Han  ce,  and  was  taken  immediately  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu. 

On  examination,  it  afforded  all  the  charafteriftic 
marks  of  a  fraôture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur.  The 

limb  was  fhortened  three  inches.  • - This  cafe  was 

treated  like  the  preceding  one  ;  but  the  was  not  fuf- 
fkiently  attentive  to  preferve  her  limb  in  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  it  had  been  placed.  She  deranged  the 
dreifings  every  day,  and  was  continually  moving  the 
limb. 

About  the  40th  day,  this  patient  became  a  little 
tractable.  The  fame  plan  was  perfifted  in,  and,  by 
the  68th  day  the  fraôture  was  united.  She  was  dif- 
charged  the  holpital  perfectly  cured,  without  the  leafl: 
fhortening  of  the  limb. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

\\ 

[By  Mr.  Gaze  nave,  Surgeon  to  the  Hofpital  of 

St.  Louis.] 


TWJ'ATHIAS  Rathcury,  70  years  of  age,  had  been 
^fJL  many  years  in  the  infirmary  of  the  Bicêtre, 
where  he  had  been  admitted  for  the  treatment  of  the 
itch.  The  natural  indolence  of  this  man,  the  virus 
which  almofl  conflantly  affedted  him,  and  his  long 
refidence  in  a  confined  and  unhealthy  place,  had 
tended  to  weaken  him  extremely.  In  this  flate  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  fradture  the  neck  of  the  femur, 
and  the  trochanter  major,  by  falling  out  of  bed. 

The  complaint  was  viewed  as  unimportant,  and 
treated  as  a  fimple  contufion  of  the  thigh.  Fifteen 
days  after  the  accident,  as  the  fymptoms  were  conti¬ 
nued  and  ferious,  they  fent  him  to  the  hofpital  of 
St.  Louis. 

The  trochanter  major  was  fituated  higher,  and 
more  forward,  than  in  its  natural  fituation,  and  could 
be  moved  in  every  diredtionj  though  the  body  of 
the  femur,  from  which  it  was  completely  feparated, 
remained  fixed  and  immoveable.  In  this  cafe  the 
only  fymptoms  that  indicated  a  fradture  of  the  neck 
of  the  femur  were  the  fhortnefs  of  the  limb,  and  the 
crepitus,  that  could  be  diftindtly  heard,  notwithftand- 

ing 
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ing  the  time  that  had  tranfpired  fmce  the  accident. 
There  was  alfo  another  extraordinary  fymptom,  which 
might  have  impofed  on  perfons  lefs  attentive  and 
experienced  :  this  was  the  fituation  of  the  foot,  the 
point  of  which  was  turned  inwards. 

For  the  redudtion  of  the  fradtured  neck  of  the 
femur  extenfion  only  was  neceffary.  The  trochan¬ 
ter  was  brought  into  its  fituation,  and  retained  there 
by  means  of  compreftes.  Continued  and  permanent 
extenfion  was  employed,  and  the  fame  dreffings  as 
in  Cafe  IV.  The  confderable  pain  that  the  patient 
experienced  fince  the  accident *was  leffened  after  the 
redudtion,  and  foon  afterwards  completely  fubfided. 
From  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  the  favourable 
circumftances  of  the  cafe,  bleeding  was  omitted,  and 
a  diluting  drink  only  prefcribed. 

The  fradtures  feemed  to  be  united  twenty  days 
after  the  redudtion  ;  the  prima  via  appeared  to  be 
affedted,  the  tongue  was  furred  and  yellow,  the  fe¬ 
ver  and  pain  in  the  head  confderable.  Thefe  cir¬ 
cumftances  were  attended  to  by  the  phyfician.  The 
furgeons  continued  to  drefs  the  fradtures.  A  diar¬ 
rhoea  came  on  foon  afterwards,  and  he  died  in  a  ftate 
of  marafmus  44  days  after  his  admiftion. 

On  diftedtion,  the  fkin  of  the  thigh  was  found 
thicker  than  natural,  and  a  reddifh  fluid  was  effufed 
in  the  cellular  fubftance  ;  the  mufcles  "were  fhrunk 
and  blended  together.  The  fradtured  parts  were 
furrounded  with  a  fubftance  like  the  fkin  of  a 
hog,  which  adhered  to  the  bone,  and  could  not 
be  removed  but  with  difficulty  by  the  knife.  The 

fradture 
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fraôture  of  the  trochanter  had  firmly  united  by  means 
of  a  denfe  membranous  fubftance,  interpofed  between 
that  apophyfis  and  the  body  of  the  bone. 

The  neck  of  the  femur  had  been  divided  in  its 
middle  part:  it  was  united  without  deformity,  but 
lefs  firmly  than  the  trochanter.  The  medium  of 
union  was  alfo  a  membranous  fubftance,  very  denfe 
in  its  ftrudture,  and  was  ingrafted  in  the  extremities 
of  the  contiguous  bones.  The  fractured  pieces  were 
feparated  by  a  groove  at  their  circumference.  In 
this  groove  there  were  red  granulations,  abfolutely 
fimilar  to  thofe  on  the  furface  of  bones  before  and 
after  exfoliation. 

v  i  ' v; 


CASE  VII. 

[By  Mr.  Bezard,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

ON  the  4th  of  November,  1790,  Nicolas  MU 
ftrat,  a  native  of  Paris,  45  years  of  age,  fell 
from  the  top  of  a  hay-cart,  about  12  or  15  feet  in 
height,  on  his  cheft,  and  on  the  left  trochanter  rqajor. 
From  the  pain,  in  confequence  of  his  fall,  he  was 
unable  to  rife.  He  was  carried  immediately  to  the 
Hôtel  Dieu. 


When 


(  3*7  ) 

When  laid  on  his  back,  it  was  found,  on  exami¬ 
nation,  that  the  left  thigh  was  ffiorter  than  the  right* 
There  was  confiderable  pain  and  fwelling  at  the  fu- 
perior  and  poflerior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  knee 
and  the  point  of  the  foot  were  turned  outwards.  On 
rotating  the  limb  the  pain  was  increafed.  The  tro¬ 
chanter  major,  carried  a  little  backwards,  was 
more  elevated,  and  projedted  lefs,  than  in  its  natural 
Situation.  A  flight  projedtion  was  perceived  at  the 
fuperior  and  anterior  part  of  the  thigh. 

On  attempting  to  rotate  the  limb,  the  trochanter 
major  turned  like  a  pivot  on  its  axis,  and  the  cre¬ 
pitus  was  now  diftindtly  to  be  heard.  Thefe  cir- 
cumflances  conjoined  together  left  no  doubt  of  the 
exiflence  of  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur. — - 
The  fame  treatment,  and  plan  of  continual  exten- 
fion,  was  obferved  as  in  the  preceding  cafes.  The 
feathers  were  moved  from  that  part  of  the  bed  that 
preffed  on  the  convex  parts  of  the  leg  and  thigh, 
towards  the  part  that  correfponded  to  the  different 
concavities  of  the  limb. 

This  patient  was  alfo  affedled  with  violent  pain  in 
the  chefl,  fpitting  of  blood,  and  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing.  He  was  immediately  bled,  a  pedtoral  drink, 
fweetened  with  firup  of  marffi-mallows,  preicribed, 
and  a  rigid  diet  ordered  to  be  obferved. 

The  next  day  the  fpitting  of  blood  and  difficulty 
of  refpiration  ftill  remained.  He  was  bled  a  fécond 
time.  The  bandage  that  was  palled  round  the  chefl 
tended  much  to  increafe  the  difficulty  of  refpiration, 
as  it  was  kept  in  fome  degree  tight,  with  the  view 
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of  keeping  up  a  fufficient  counter-extenfion.  For 
this  reafon  Mr.  Default  omitted  this  method  of  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  extenfion,  to  fubftitute  another  which  did 
not  a£t  upon  the  chefb.  This  method  is  defcribed 
page  232  of  this  volume.  To  effect  this,  the  out- 
fide  fplint  was  removed,  and  a  longer  fubftituted  in 
its  room,  notched  at  one  of  its  ends,  and  a  tranf- 
verfe  hole  made,  one  inch  from  the  notch.  The 
ends  of  the  bandage  which  kept  up  the  extenfion  of 
the  foot,  inllead  of  being  tied  in  a  knot  on  the  foie, 
were  paffed,  one  through  the  tranfverfe  hole,  and  the 
other  over  the  notch,  and  then  fecured  by  knots, 
or  to  the  outfide  of  the  fplint.  The  other  end  of 
this  fplint,  engaged  in  the  duplicature  of  the  body- 
bandage  that  furrounded  the  pelvis,  was  fecured  in 
the  manner  defcribed  page  228  of  this  volume. 

The  patient  foon  experienced  the  belt  effedts  from 
this  new  mode  of  drefling,  and  as  foon  as  the  bands 
attached  to  the  head  and  foot  of  the  bed  were  re¬ 
moved,  the  pain  in  his  thigh  fubfided,  and  his  refpi- 
ration  became  eafy.  By  means  of  this  variation  in 
his  dre flings,  he  was  capable  of  moving  a  little  in 
his  bed  without  injuring  the  fradture  ;  when,  before, 
he  was  retained  nearly  in  an  immoveable  pofture. 
He  was  able,  in  this  fituation,  to  ufe  a  bed-pan, 
when,  with  the  original  dreffings,  it  was  with  extreme 
difficulty  this  convenience  could  be  employed.  Per¬ 
haps  to  this  caufe  we  may  frequently  attribute  the 
delay  of  union  in  fractures,  and  the  deformities  which 
fometime  refult. 


From 
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From  fome  flight  pains  in  the  chefl,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  apply  cataplafms  to  the  part,  which  were 
renewed  every  morning  and  evening  for  the  fpace  of 
8  days,  and  retained  by  means  of  a  fimple  ban¬ 
dage. 

The  thigh  was  preferved  always  in  the  fame  por¬ 
tion  and  daily  examined.  Attention  was  paid  to 
tighten  the  bandage  on  the  foot  whenever  it  became 
loofened. 

On  the  re-application  of  the  dreffings,  on  the  ioth 
day,  the  thigh  preferved  its  natural  form  and  length. 
The  treatment  of  the  cafe  was  not  tedious;  for,  by 
the  40th  day,  union  was  complete,  and,  by  the  45th, 
the  dreffings  were  entirely  left  off.  The  patient  was 
able  to  ufe  fome  flight  degree  of  motion,  while  in  bed, 
without  experiencing  any  fenfe  of  pain.  Some  days 
afterwards  he  was  capable  of  walking  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  crutches  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  84  days,  when 
he  was  difcharged  the  hofpital,  he  poffeffed  the  ufe  of 
his  limb  as  perfectly  as  before  the  accident,  without 
the  leafi  degree  of  fhortening  or  deformity. 
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CASE  VIII.' 

[By  Mr,  Chorin,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


MHouillon,  64  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
•  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1791,  for  a  fradture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  occa- 
fioned  by  a  fall  from  a  high  place,  and  by  pitching  on 
the  trochanter  major  of  the  right  fide.  The  charac- 
teriftic  marks  were  clear,  and  the  fame  practice  ob- 
ferved  as  in  Cafe  VII. 

The  re-union  was  effedled  by  the  40th  day,  and  on 
the  49th  the  drefiings  were  left  off.  For  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks,  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to  walk  -,  and, 
when  he  left  the  hofpital,  he  had  no  fhortening  of  the 
limb  and  fcarcely  any  rigidity  in  the  articulation. 


CASE  IX. 

LOUIS  Chenodet,  29  years  of  age,  three  days 
before  her  admifiion  into  the  hofpital,  had  frac-* 
tured  the  neck  of  her  femur,  by  falling  from  the 
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firft  floor.  She  pafied  the  whole  night  on  the  pave¬ 
ment  in  the  flreet.  The  limb  was  more  fhortened 
than  ufual  in  thefe  cafes  ;  and,  at  the  anterior  and 
fuperior  part  of  the  thigh,  there  was  a  confiderable 
projection  of  the  mufcles.  The  other  fymptoms 
were  precifely  the  fame  as  related  in  the  preceding 
cafes.  The  limb  was  kept  confiant! y  extended,  in 
the  manner  defcribed  in  Cafe  VII. 

The  fradture  appeared  confolidated,  by  the  26th  day. 
The  extenfion,  however,  was  kept  up  till  the  38th. 
By  the  46th,  the  patient  was  able  to  walk  with  the 
afliftance  of  a  flick.  Not  any  fhortening  of  the  limb  \ 
was  oblerved. 


CASE  X. 


[By  Mr.  Giraud,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.} 

MAR  Y- AN  N  Ledreux,  75  years  of  age,  fradtu- 
red  the  neck  of  her  left  femur,  in  confcquence 
of  a  fhock  on  the  trochanter  major.  She  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  rife,  but  was  incapable  of  effedting  it  without  afl- 
fiftance,  Supported  by  two  perfons,  fhe  walked  to 
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her  own  homo,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  diftant* 
For  2i  days  fhe  remained  in  her  room  without 
the  leaft  affiftance.  The  pains,  during  this  period, 
having  augmented  to  a  violent  degree,  fhe  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  go  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the  13  th  of  May* 
1 7  9  t  .  The  fradlured  thigh  was  at  this  time  an  inch 
and  a  half  fhorter  than  the  other. 

A  permanent  extenfion  on  the  pelvis  and  foot  was 
kept  up,  as  in  the  preceding  cafes.  The  patient 
was  eafier  from  the  moment  the  dreffings  were  ap¬ 
plied  ;  and,  in  a  little  time,  they  totally  cealed.  There 
was,  however,  fome  degree  of  remaining  fever,  with 
weaknefs,  which  fenfibly  increafed.  On  the  13  th  day 
after  her  admifiion,  fne  had  an  accefs  of  epilepfy, 
and  expired  the  next  day,  35  days  after  the  acci¬ 
dent. 

On  the  opening  of  the  body,  the  following  mufcles 
were  found  in  a  ftate  of  relaxation  :  the  glutæus  max- 
imus,  quadratus  lumborùm,  obturator  internus,  pfoas, 
and  iliacus.  The  glutæus  médius  and  tenfor  vaginae 
femoris  were  in  a  (late  of  tenfion.  The  cellular  fub- 
flance,  conne&ing  the  mufcles  near  the  articulation, 
was  thicker  than  ufual.  The  capfular  ligament  was 
alfo  of  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  thkknefs, 
and  contained  a  kind  of  bloody  fluid.  At  the  inferior 
and  internal  part  of  the  ligamentum  teres,  near  its 
infertion,  a  fmall  portion  of  the  head  of  the  bone 
v/as  found,  denuded  of  its  cartilage,  and  covered 
with  red  pimples.  The  ligamentum  teres  itfelf  was 
nearly  detached  from  the  head  of  the  bone,  and  was 
lodged  at  the  bottom  of  the  cotyloid  cavity.  The 
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neck  of  the  femur  was  united  apparently  by  a  fi¬ 
brous  production.  The  length  and  direction  of  the 
bone  was  natural. 


Modern  authors,  who  have  written  on  the  fraCturc 
of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  have  repeated,  from  each 
other’s  works,  that  this  fpecies  was  difowned  by  the 
ancients,  and  confounded  by  them  with  a  luxation 
of  the  bone. 

The  honour  of  the  difcovery  of  this  fpecies  of 
fraCture  is  univerfally  given  to  Paré.  But  how  is  it 
pofiible  that  fuch  attentive  obfervers  as  the  Greeks 
could  pofiibly  err  in  fuch  a  material  point  ?  Particu¬ 
larly  when  we  confider  the  degree  of  accuracy  and 
precifion  they  have  fliewn  on  the  fubjeCt  of  luxa¬ 
tion  and  fraftures.  Indeed,  the  perfpicuity  of  their 
descriptions  has  left  little  to  the  moderns  to  add  to 
their  diagnoses.  Shall  we  fay  with  Heifter,  and  a 
crowd  of  modern  authors,  that  it  is  difficult  to  di- 
ftinguifh  this  fraCture  from  luxation,  when  both  one 
and  the  other  have  their  diagnoftic  figns,  and  may 
be  difeovered,  with  a  flight  degree  of  attention,  by 
a  fkilful  obferver. 

We  muft,  however,  admit,  with  other  writers,, 
that  Paré  is  the  firft  that  has  deferibed  the  complaint 
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in  queftion,  under  the  title  of  a  fradture  of  the  neck 
of  the  femur.  But  there  arifes  a  queftion,  Whether 
he  was  the  firft  who  obferved  it  ?  Probably  not  : 
and  even  Paré  himfelf  feems  to  be  of  this  opinion. 
For,  in  fpeaking  of  the  difficulty  in  preventing  lame- 
nefs  in  this  ipecies  of  fradture,  he  fupports  his  opi¬ 
nion  by  the  fentiments  of  Avicenna,  when  treating 
of  fradtures  in  the  vicinity  of  the  head  of  the  bone, 
in  the  text  of  Avicenna,  he  thus  acknowledges  the 
complaint,  which  at  this  time  wras  the  objedt  of  his 
attention. 

But  our  prefumption  in  this  opinion  becomes  a 
certainty,  if  we  attend  to  what  is  laid  by  writers  fub- 
fequent  to  Paré,  who  give  this  complaint  the  names 
of  “  Fracture  of  the  Thigh  near  the  Hip  ;  Frac¬ 
ture  near  the  Head  of  the  Bone.”  Fabricius,  HiF 
danus,  Dalechamps,  Manget,  &c.  who  employ  thefe 
terms,  quote,  at  the  fame  time,  the  obfervations  of 
Paré  on  this  Ipecies  of  fradture. 

The  fame  expreffions,  invariably  employed  by  other 
Greek  authors,  and  again  repeated  by  the  Arabians, 
and  by  the  writers  of  the  Italian  fchool,  cannot  be 
differently  conftrued.  Paulus  Eginetus,  Avicenna, 
and  Albucaffs,  after  treating  of  the  different  parts  of 
the  body  of  the  femur,  diftinguifh  the  fradture  which 
occurs  “  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hip  or  of  the 
head  of  the  bone,”  and  propofe  particular  means  to 
accomplifh  redudtion. 

This  manner  of  interpreting  the  text  of  authors, 
which  we  have  recited,  is  not  peculiar  to  us  -3  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  manner  of  Pecceti,  Dalechamps, 
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ànd  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  commentators  of 
Paulus  Eginetus  and  the  Arabians.  In  fad,  it  is  of 
little  importance  whether  the  ancients  clearly  under- 
flood  this  fpecies  of  fradure  or  not.  We  are  convin¬ 
ced,  however,  that  it  happens  much  lefs  frequently 
than  a  luxation  -,  and  we  are  fupported  in  this  opi¬ 
nion  by  the  authorities  of  Ruyfch,  Borft,  Raw, 
Saltzmann,  Morgagni,  and  a  number  of  others. 

The  diagnoftic  is  the  moft  interefting,  and  is  ge¬ 
nerally  eafy  to  form  ;  for  the  union  of  the  charade  - 
riftic  fymptoms  that  diftinguifh  this  fradure  is  fo 
well  marked,  that  an  attentive  obferver  can  never  be 
deceived.  The  pain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  articula¬ 
tion,  the  impoffibility,  or  at  le  aft  difficulty,  of  flip- 
porting  the  leg,  the  ffiortening  of  the  limb,  the  faci¬ 
lity  of  elongating  it,  by  force  externally  applied,  and 
the  ffiortnefs  of  the  limb  returning  the  inftant  that 
this  artificial  force  ceafes  to  be  applied,  are  fymp¬ 
toms  which  have  been  already  remarked  by  Avi¬ 
cenna. 

The  eafe  with  which  the  foot  can  be  turned  in¬ 
wards  and  outwards,  without  exciting  any  confider- 
able  degree  of  pain  ;  the  trochanter  major  fituated 
more  backward,  and  nearer  the  chrifta  of  the  ilium 
than  in  its  natural  ftate  ;  the  power  of  moving  the 
thigh  reftored  to  the  patient,  by  pufhing  the  trochan¬ 
ter  forwards  and  downwards,  and  the  crepitus,  which 
may  be  heard  on  extending  the  limb,  are  the  various 
fymptoms  that  diftinguifh  a  fradure  of  the  femur, 
and  are  to  be  found  in  all  books  on  the  fuhjed. 
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Mr.  Louis*  in  addition  to  the  above-mentioned 
fymptoms,  remarks  the  confiant  ftate  of  adduction 
of  the  thigh*  and  the  pain  occafioned  by  extending 
the  fra 6t ure d  limb  in  a  line  with  the  other. 

Brunninghaufen  alfo  mentions  thefe  fymptoms*  af¬ 
ter  the  remarks  of  Siebold.  He  alfo  obferves,  that 
the  trochanter  will  admit  of  being  moved  in  every 
direction*  when  you  move  the  inferior  extremity  of 
the  femur  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  each 
particular  fymptom  that  has  been  mentioned*  fepa- 
rately  confidered,  fhould  be  efceemed  as  equivocal* 
and  that  it  is  only  by  an  union  of  the  whole  we  can 
be  certain  of  the  exiftence  of  this  fpecies  of  frac¬ 
ture. 

Pain  and  difficulty  of  motion  are  the  vague  and 
ufual  fymptoms  attendant  on  a  great  number  of  ac¬ 
cidents.  Crepitation  proves  the  exiftence  of  a  frac¬ 
ture*  but  does  not  point  out  its  precife  fituation  :  be- 
fides  this,  crepitus  is  generally  obferved  only  in  re¬ 
cent  fradtures.  The  cireumftances  of  the  trochanter 
major  being  thrown  upwards  and  backwards*  and  the 
adduction  of  the  thigh,  alfo  occur  in  luxations  of  the 
femur,  when  the  head  is  thrown  upwards  and  out¬ 
wards.  The  odier  fymptoms,  that  we  have  defcri- 
bed,  are  more  particularly  connected  with  the  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur. 

Practitioners  of  acknowledged  merit  have  concei¬ 
ved*  that  the  moft  confiant  and  certain  indication  is 
the  fituation  of  the  knee  and  foot  ;  which,  according 
to  their  account,  are  invariably  turned  outwards.  But 
the  moft  prevalent  modern  opinion  is,  that  the  foot 
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is  turned  inwards,  this  is  remarked  by  Paré,  and  alfo 
by  Petit,  who  is  univerlally  acknowledged  an  attentive 
and  judicious  obferver.  The  text  of  Paré,  which 
was  written  in  old  and  obfolete  language,  will  admit 
perhaps  of  interpretation.  At  the  time  that  author 
wrote,  the  word  pied,  fignified  perhaps  the  heel,  or 
at  leait  the  foie  of  the  foot,  and,  by  this  conftruCtion, 
tire  opinion  of  this  great  practitioner,  inftead  of  being 
different,  is  the  fame  as  that  of  all  modern  practi¬ 
tioners.  This  explanation  was  too  favourable  not  to 
be  adopted.  But  it  would  not  be  fufficient  to  fet 
afide  the  authority  of  Paré.  The  fanCtion  of  Petit 
is  fill  of  greater  weight  :  as  the  language  employed 
in  his  days  will  not  admit  of  an  equivocal  conftrue- 
tion.  Some  in  confequence  have  accufed  the  author 
of  the  difeales  of  the  bones  of  inaccuracy  in  his 
obfervations  j  and  others  have  thrown  the  blame  of 
his  fuppofed  fault  on  the  copyift  or  the  printer. 

With  refpeCt  to  our  own  opinion,  we  agree  in 
this,  that,  generally  fpeaking,  in  fraCtures  of  the  neck 
of  the  femur,  the  point  of  the  foot  is  turned  out¬ 
wards  ;  but  we  alfo  are  perfuaded,  with  Paré  and 
Petit,  that  it  will  admit  of  being  turned  inwards. 
T  wo  cafes  of  this  defcription  have  been  related,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  faCt  noticed  in  Cafe  VII.  A  f  milar 
cafe  may  be  found  in  the  works  of  Morgagni  j*  and 
Mr.  Martin,  furgeon  to  the  Hofpitals  of  Bourdeaux, 
alfo  mentions  a  cafe  that  he  met  with  in  his  private 
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practice,  where  the  point  of  the  foot  was  turned  in¬ 
wards.* 

The  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  prefents 
other  phænomena*  which  feems  to  have  efcaped  even 
to  this  time  the  notice  of  other  practitioners  :  fuch  is 
the  projection  of  the  trochanter  major*  which  is  lçfs 
than  when  it  is  in  its  natural  fi tuation  ;  fuch  is  the 
tumefaction  of  the  anterior  and  fuperior  part  of  the 
thigh*  which  is  apparently  in  proportion  to  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  the  limb,  and*  probably,  may  indeed  be  the 
effet:  ;  fuch  are  the  alterations  that  take  place  in  the 
trochanter  major*  on  rotating  the  thigh. 

This  eminence*  in  its  natural  fituation*  is  diftant 
from  the  centre  of  motion*  and  defcribes  the  arch 
of  a  circle*  which  has  for  its  radius  the  length  of 
the  neck  of  the  femur*  more  than  the  thicknefs  of 
the  head  of  the  bone.  But*  after  the  neck  of  the 
femur  has  been  fractured*  the  apophyfis  becomes 
itfelf  the  centre  of  revolution  to  the  femur*  and. 
revolves  like  a  pivot  on  its  axis,  when  performing 
the  motion  of  rotation.  This  laft  circumftance  is 
peculiar  to  the  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur*  and 
invariably  takes  place*  unlefs  (a  cafe  that  muff  be 
extremely  fingular)  the  fratured  extremities  of  the 
bones  fhould  get  entangled  together. 

Hippocrates  excepted*  all  the  Greeks  as  well  as  the 
Arabs*  and  their  numerous  commentators  and  copyifts* 
have  viewed  the  lamenefs  as  a  circumftance  that 

*  Journal  de  Médecine*  1768*  tom.  xxviii.  page  173. 
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almoft  inevitably  occurred  in  fradtures  of  the  Superior 
part  of  the  femur  ;  and,  particularly,  to  thofe  that 
happen  near  the  head  or  neck  of  the  bone. 

Paulus  Eginetus,  Avicenna,  and  Albucafis,  do  not 
remark  that  any  particular  difficulty  occurs  in  the  con- 
folidation  of  thefe  fradtures  ;  and  that,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  like  fradtures  of  the  fradture,  they  require  about 
50  days  for  union  to  take  place. 

The  moderns  agree  in  opinion,  that  the  fradture 
of  the  femur  can  be  cured  fbmetimes  without  lame- 
nefs.  The  fadl,  reported  by  Barbette,  has  been  for  a 
long  time  the  only  one  of  this  fpecies.  For,  in  the 
cafe  that  Fabricius  Hildanus  defcribes,  it  appears  that 
the  neck  of  the  femur  was  not  fradtured.  Though 
the  number  of  thefe  cafes  have  been  fince  multiplied, 
yet  there  are  pradtinoners  who  Fill  expedt  lamenefs  as 
the  inevitable  confequence  of  thefe  fradtures.  Ludwig, 
Sabatier,  and  a  number  of  others,  are  of  this  opinion. 
And,  indeed,  generally  Speaking,  all  Surgeons,  con¬ 
ceive  that  the  limb  rarely  regains  its  natural  length. 
Sometimes,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  fracture  does  not  unite 
at  all  ;  and,  that  this  is  an  unqueftionabie  fadl,  many 
cafes  can  be  aduced  to  prove  beyond  all  doubt. 

Ruyfch  and  Morgagni  have  found  the  fragments 
united  by  a  ligamentous  fubftance,  which  admitted 
of  great  extent  of  motion  of  the  fradtured  parts. 
Ruyfch  gives  an  engraving  of  a  femur,  the  neck  of 
which  had  been  fradtured,  and  entirely  deltroyed  by 
fridtion.  Platner  has  preferved  a  Similar  preparation 
in  his  mufeum,  where  the  head  of  the  bone,  left  in 
its  cavity,  was  partially  destroyed  and  had  a  worn 
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appearance.  Ludwig,  quoted  by  Mr.  Sabatier,  in  a 
memoir  on  this  fpecies  of  fraCture,  fpeaks  alfo  of  the 
deftruCtion  of  the  neck  of  the  femur. 

In  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Surgery,  it  is 
obferved,  that  it  frequently  occurs  that  the  fragments 
of  the  bones  are  not  united  in  the  fpace  of  6,  8*  or 
io,  months. 

Independent  of  thefe  fymptoms,  which  are  merely 
confecutive,  the  greateft  part  of  authors  mention  the 
primary  fymptoms  as  very  ferious,  and  often  fatal,  to 
the  patient. 

Paulus  Eginetus,  and  all  the  Arabian  compilers 
after  him,  obferve  that  inflammation  and  abfcefs 
iometimes  follow  fra&ures  of  the  femur,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  at  the  fuperior  part. 

Modern  practitioners  and  obfervers  feem  appre- 
henflve  of  confequences  ftill  more  ferious.-  Morgagni 
relates  the  cafe  of  a  young  man  of  1 8  years  of  age, 
who  fraCtured  the  neck  of  his  femur  by  falling  on  a 
Iharp-pointed  {tone,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  formed 
a  wound  at  the  fuperior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  pain 
remained  after  it  was  reduced  ;  and,  though  the  patient 
was  treated  conformably  to  the  rules  of  art,  by 
Valfava,  inflammation  fupervened,  and  rapidly  in- 
creafed.  The  day  fubfequent  to  the  accident,  con- 
vuiflve  motions  were  remarked  in  the  thigh,  and,  by 
the  following  night,  there  was  an  appearance  of  gan¬ 
grene  ;  which,  by  the  5  th  day,  extended  to  the  whole 
extremity,  and  even  to  a  part  of  the  abdomen.  M. 
Sabatier  has  known  conflderable  oedema  to  fupervene, 
combined  with  flow  fever,  and  the  cafe  to  terminate 
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fatally,  when  merely  a  fimple  fradbure  had  occurred. 
Ludwig  fpeaks  of  abfcefs  and  ankilofis  as  accidents 
extremely  common. 

The  fradbure  is  evidently  the  occafional  caufe  of  the 
fymptoms  produced,  but  thefe  fymptoms  are  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  the  nature  of  the  fradture. 
The  rarity  of  fradbures  of  this  defcription,  and  the 
cafes  fuccefsfully  treated,  the  number  of  which  have 
increafed  fince  the  mode  of  treatment  has  been  im¬ 
proved,  feem  to  prove,  that  what  has  been  hitherto 
viewed  as  the  inevitable  confequences,  neceffarily  in¬ 
cidental  to  this  accident,  may  be  with  more  propriety 
referred  to  the  improper  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  hitherto  treated. 

In  fadb,  if  the  odious  matter  that  compofes  the 
neck  of  the  femur  does  not  poffefs  peculiar  proper¬ 
ties,  why  fhould  not  this  frafbure  unite  as  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  fame  bone,  when  the  fame  effica¬ 
cious  means  are  employed  for  its  reduébion  and  re¬ 
tention  ?  And  why  fhould  it  be  followed  with  fuch 
extraordinary  fymptoms  ? 

It  does  not  appear  that  Siebold,  one  of  the  molt 
celebrated  practitioners  in  Germany,  had  ever  met 
with  fuch  ferious  fymptoms  in  the  treatment  of  thefe 
fradbures.  Nor  have  they  certainly  fell  under  our  ob~ 
fervation,  either  in  the  Hôpital  de  la  Charité,  or  at 
the  Hôtel  Dieu,  at  Paris,  though  the  molt  perfedb 
method  of  treatment  has  not  always  been  employed. 

The  redudtion  of  the  fradbure  of  the  neck  of  the 
femur  is  never  attended  with  any  peculiar  difficulty  5 
and,  though  it  is  not  poffible,  by  the  touch,  to  afcer- 
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tain  the  exigence  and  fituation  of  the  fragments,  with 
the  fame  precifion  as  in  moil  other  fradures  :  yet  the 
proper  difpofition  of  the  iirnb  and  the  ceffation  of 
pain  are  rational  figns  diffident  to  fupply  the  defed 
of  fenfible  fymptoms,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  a  good  conformation. 

But,  though  the  redudion  of  this  fradure  is  eafy, 
the  means  of  retention  are  difficult  ;  a  circumftance 
that  has  given  rife  to  many  inventions*  more  or  lefs 
adapted  to  fulfil  the  intention:  all  thefe  different  me¬ 
thods  may  be  claffed  under  three  principal  heads  :  fi- 
tuation,  bandage,  and  permanent  extenffon.  Little 
can  be  expeded  from  fituation,  unkfs  affifted  by 
other  means  ;  it  has,  however,  been  employed  alone, 
according  to  the  remark  of  Dalechamps,  in  his  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  text  of  Paulus  Eginetus,  on  fradures 
of  the  thigh. 

This  method,  revived  by  Foubert,  and  adopted 
fince  by  many  praditioners,  conflits  in  preferving  the 
patient  in  a  horizontal  pofition,  and  the  injured  ex¬ 
tremity  fimpiy  fupported  by  fanons ,  and  the  foot 
lupported  by  means  of  a  foie  of  a  fhoe  or  boot. 
Mr.  Soucrampes,  furgeon,  at  Seville^*  has  propo- 
fed  to  bend  the  thigh  (lightly  and  place  it  on  a  pil¬ 
low;  and,  as  nothing  is  done,  by  this  means,  to 
prevent  the  (hortening  of  the  limb,  we  are  recom¬ 
mended  to  extend  it  to  its  natural  length,  by  renew¬ 
ing  our  own  extenfions  every  time  the  bone  is  dif- 
jpLceck 
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The  fimple  expofition  of  this  method  points  out 
its  defeats  ;  for,  it  is  a  principle  that  will  not  admit  of 
controverfion  ;  that,  to  effedt  confolidation,  nature 
demands  the  fradtured  portions  to  be  approximated  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute 
reft.  This  is  the  objedt  to  which  our  endeavours 
fhould  be  diredted,  and  the  only  one  art  has  to  pro- 
pofe.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  fo  far  from  favouring  a 
ftate  of  reft  and  approximation,  the  fradtured  pieces 
are  conftantly  dilplaced  by  the  adtion  of  the  mufcles, 
and  the  fuperior  fragment  is  pufhed  downwards  by 
the  weight  of  the  trunk. 

The  momentary  extenfion,  recommended  to  be 
afterwards  employed,  only  brings  the  fradtured  frag¬ 
ments  in  a  proper  fituation,  to  be  difplaced  the  in¬ 
itiant  afterwards.  It  would  be  unneceftary  to  men¬ 
tion  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Maret,  a  celebrated  furgeon  of 
Dijon,  who  in  himfelf  experienced  a  fatal  inftance  of 
this  truth. 

The  moft  zealous  defenders  of  Mr.  Foubert’s  me¬ 
thod  agree,  that  the  patients  have  generally  a  confi- 
derable  fhortnefs  remain  fubfequent  to  their  cure  (as 
was  the  cafe  with  Mr.  Maret)  ;  even  after  keeping 
their  bed  for  four  or  five  months,  and  fometimes  a 
longer  period. 

Some  pradlitioners  have  conceived  they  have  ob¬ 
viated  every  inconvenience,  by  fixing  the  leg  to  the 
foot  of  the  bed.  This  is  recommended  exprefily  by 
Dalechamps.  This  method,  as  lor%  as  the  trunk  re¬ 
mains  immoveable,  certainly  counteradts  the  effedt  of 
the  retradtion  of  the  mufcles  \  but,  as  the  pelvis  (from 
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the  finking  in  of  the  bed  from  the  weight  of  the 
glutæi)  is  necdTarily  deprelfed,  the  bed  forms  an 
inclined  plane,  the  trunk  of  the  body  defcends,  and 
occafions  the  déplacement  of  the  fractured  portions, 
as  much  as  if  nothing  was  oppofed  to  prevent  this 
effect  from  taking  place.  To  fupport  the  truth  of 
this  affertion,  we  may  adduce  the  length  of  treat¬ 
ment,  and  the  confiant  fhortening  of  the  limb,  which 
is  obferved  to  occur  in  many  hofpitals,  and  particular¬ 
ly  at  Dijon,  where  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur 
have  been  treated  after  this  plan  for  fome  years. 

With  relpect  to  the  bandage  on  the  thigh,  employ¬ 
ed  in  fractures  of  the  body  of  the  femur,  and  which, 
by  many  practitioners,  is  ufed  in  fractures  of  its  neck, 
we  have  ourfelves  fometimes  employed  them,  in  con- 
vformity  to  long  and  eftabliihed  cuftom.  But  the  in¬ 
utility  of  its  application  is  evident,  as  it  is  necdTarily 
applied  below  the  feat  of  the  fracture.  It  is  not 
the  fame  with  the  fpica  bandage  recommended  by 
Paré,  Petit,  Heifter,  and  a  number  of  other  authors, 
as  being  more  advantageous  than  the  ordinary  ban¬ 
dage. 

This  bandage  is  not  merely  ufelefs  and  nugatory 
in  its  action,  but  abfolutely  counteracts  the  effect 
it  is  intended  to  produce  ;  by  compreffing  the  middle 
part  of  the  addutors  of  the  thigh,  and,  by  preffing 
againft  the  femur,  the  mufcies  are  necdTarily  fhorten- 
ed.  The  turns  of  the  bandage,  which  are  refleted 
from  below  upwards,  concur  in  union  with  the  muf- 
cular  action,  to  draw  the  inferior  portion  of  the  bone 
towards  the  trunk,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  give  it  a 
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dirc£lion  outwards,  in  confequence  of  the  turns  of 
the  bandage  being  carried  from  the  internal  part  of 
the  thigh  on  the  hip. 

To  obviate  the  known  deficiency  of  thefe  ban¬ 
dages,  Fabricius  Hildanus  fuggefled  the  idea  of  lod¬ 
ging  the  external  half  of  the  thigh  in  a  fort  of  hol¬ 
low  fplint  of  beaten  iron,  lined  with  dimity,  and  ex-» 
adly  adapted  to  the  lhape  of  the  part.  This  fplint 
extended  from  the  chrifla  of  the  ilium  to  the  ham, 
polteriorly  ;  and  below  the  knee,  anteriorly.  It  was 
fecured,  fuperiorly,  by  means  of  a  wide  leather  thong, 
which  encompalfed  the  pelvis  ;  and,  inferiorly,  by  two 
other  leather  thongs,  one  placed  above  the  articulation 
of  the  leg,  and  the  other  below. 

In  Daiechamp’s  Treatife  of  Surgery,  fomething 
fimilar  is  fuggefled.  This  method  is  the  fame  as 
defcribed  in  the  work  of  Brunninghaufen,  publifhed 
at  Wurtzbourg  in  1789,  on  the  fubjeél  of  fradures 
of  the  neck  of  the  femur.  They  differ  only  refped- 
ing  the  inflrument  employed.  Brunninghaufen  pro- 
pofes  it  to  be  made  of  wood,  (Richter  prefers 
tin,)  and  to  be  fixed  inferiorly;  the  knees  brought 
together,  and  fecured  by  the  leather  firing.  Arnaud 
ufed  to  employ  a  kind  of  fplint  to  the  hip  and  tro¬ 
chanter  major,  made  of  the  fkin  of  the  buffalo,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  leather  firings  applied  on  the 
pelvis  and  towards  the  middle  part  of  the  thigh,— 
The  author  of  this  treatife  recommends  them  to  be 
additionally  fecured  by  means  of  two  placed  under¬ 
neath  the  thigh. 
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Pafteboard,  from  its  want  of  firmnefs,  and  the 
moifture  it  imbibes  by  tranfpiration,  &c.  render 
fplints  that  are  made  of  this  fubflance  nearly  ufe- 
lefs. 

The  inftruments  that  we  have  been  fpeaking  of, 
%hen  they  are  properly  applied,  oppofe  without  doubt 
the  lateral  difpiacement  of  the  fractured  portion  of 
the  bone;  but  they  afford  but  a  weak  refiftance  to 
the  fhortening  of  the  limb.  That  of  Arnaud,  in 
particular,  which  defcends  only  to  the  middle  of  the 
thigh,  merely  retains  the  fkin,  and  it  cannot  pre¬ 
vent  the  bone  remounting. 

That  of  Fabricius  is  certainly  fecured  below  the 
knee;  but,  not  being  retained  by  bandages  under 
the  thigh,  is  liable  to  remount  as  high  as  the 
chrifta  of  the  ilium,  and  which  will  infallibly  hap-< 
pen  every  time  that  the  thigh  is  bent  on  the  trunk,, 
or  vice  verja. 

This  inconvenience,  however,  would  not  take 
place  in  the  lame  degree,  if  the  inferior  part  of  the 
inftrument  was  fixed  on  the  two  knees,  agreeably  to 
the  advice  of  Brunninghaufen. 

Nearly  the  fame  train  of  reafoning  will  hold 
good  refpeding  the  adion  of  fplints  generally  em¬ 
ployed  by  pradkioners.  But  Hill  they  poffefs  ad¬ 
vantages  luperior  to  the  inllrument  we  have  juft  defcri- 
bed  :  for,  independent  of  their  being  eafier  to  procure, 
they  form  a  greater  refiftance  to  the  difpiacement  of 
the  fradured  portions.  Well  fecured  by  knots  to  the 
fide  of  the  limb,  they  oppofe  a  powerful  refiftance  to 
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that  motion,  tending  to  excite  the  aftion  of  the  muf- 
des  and  augment  the  weight  of  the  body. 

This  fridtion,  and  the  refinance  which  is  the  effect, 
is  proportioned  to  the  number  of  knots  by  which  the 
fplints  are  fe cured,  and  the  extent  of  furface  which 
they  occupy.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  adtion 
of  thefe  fplints  would  be  very  bounded,  if  they 
reached  only  to  the  knee:  but,  v7hen  they  extend 
the  whole  length  of  the  extremity,  as  exprefsly  re¬ 
commended  by  Hippocrates,  and  all  the  Greek  and 
Arabian  authors,  befides  the  advantages  juft  deferi- 
bed,  they  prevent  the  rotation  of  the  foot  and  the 
motions  of  the  leg  :  motions  that  muft  neceffarily  act 
on  the  femur,  according  to  the  remark  of  Hippocra¬ 
tes,  Avicenna,  and  Albucafis. 

The  inconveniences  refulting  from  motion  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fradtured  bone,  fuggefted  an  idea  how 
to  prevent  the  motion  of  the  trunk  on  the  pelvis,  by 
extending  the  fplints  as  high  up  as  the  thorax  ;  and 
it  is  without  doubt  with  this  view  that  Duverney  re¬ 
commends  fanons  to  reach  above  the  pelvis. 

We  have  found  this  method  attended  with  fuch 
fuccefs,  that  we  have  adopted  it  in  the  Hofpital  of 
La  Charité  and  in  our  private  pradtice.  But  we 
muft  acknowledge,  that  the  advantages  derived  from 
the  ufe  of  thefe  long  fplints  are  dearly  purchafed,  when 
we  confider  the  pain  they  produce;  a  circumftance 
that  has  caufed  them  to  be  rejected  by  practitioners, 
and  induced  us  to  relinquifh  their  ufe.  In  other 
particulars  the  methods  we  have  mentioned  have  been 
attended  with  good  effects,  when  regulated  by  fkilful 
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practitioners  ;  but,  to  infure  their  fuccefs,  permanent 
extenfion  is  requifite. 

This  method  appears  to  have  been  known  to  the- 
ancients  ;  and  it  is  extremely  probable  that  the  bed, 
or  bench,  of  Hippocrates,  the  glofïbcomones,  and 
other  inventions,  which  have  been  appropriated  for 
the  reduction  of  fradlures  of  the  femur,  were  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  on  the  limb  nearly  the  whole 
time  of  the  treatment.  This  fa6t  is  announced  by 
Oribafius  ;  for,  when  fpeaking  of  the  gloffocomon, 
he  obferves,  that  it  fhould  be  fo  difpofed,  that  the 
extenfion  can  be  diminifhed  or  augmented  at  plea- 
fure,  every  day,  according  to  circumftances. 

Scultetus,  in  deferibing  the  fame  machine,  re* 
marks,  that  the  ancients  fometimes  employed  it  only 
for  reduction  ;  but  often  they  employed  it  during  the 
whole  of  the  treatment,  to  keep  up  the  extenfion. 

Avicenna  formally  obferves,  that  a  tight  bandage 
ihould  be  employed,  and  the  extenfion  kept  up,  in 
fradtures  of  the  femur,  during  the  whole  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  j  but  that  the  principal  dependence  Ihould  be 
placed  on  the  extenfion.* 

■*  Situs  autern  refiduratæ  coxæ  oportet  ut  ft  fecundum  quod  fuit 
conjuetudo  ejus  in  Jdnitate,  de  ajjiduatione  confridlionis  &  dilata - 
tioms  :  illud ,  quod  cf  mag  is  < vincens ,  ef  dilatatio.  Canon,  lib. 
iv.  fen  vi.  trad.  i.  cap,  14. 

No  doubt  can  be  entertained  6f  the  word  dilatation,  as  the 
fame  author,  a  little  before,  when  fpeaking  of  fradures  in  gene-'' 
ral,  obferves,  ef  necefurium  niuhiplicare  in<volut tones,  pt  fient  (of 
ftum  fragmenta)  in  loco  dilatationif .  Ibid,  fen  v.  trad,  ii.  cap.  5,. 
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Avicenna  does  not  mention  the  means  employed, 
in  his  time,  to  preferve  this  extenfion  :  but,  however, 
we  may  fuppofe  that  they  attached  to  the  head  and 
feet  of  the  bed  the  fame  bands  that  ferved  for  the  re¬ 
duction.  It  was  ufual  to  line  one  band  with  wool,  to 
prevent  the  excoriation  of  the  parts,  and  to  place  it  be¬ 
tween  the  uninjured  thigh  and  the  genital  parts,  whilft 
the  other  band  was  fecured  above  the  knee.  A  cir- 
cumftance  that  feems  to  add  force  to  this  conjedture  is, 
that  the  bands  are  difpofed  in  the  fame  manner,  when 
the  gloffocomones,  and  other  fimilar  machines,  are  em¬ 
ployed.  To  be  convinced,  we  have  only  to  look  at 
the  engravings  in  Oribafius  and  Scultetus. 

This  mode  of  extenfion,  adopted  fince  by  all  the 
Arabians,  and  in  the  fequel  by  the  greatefl  number 
of  the  moderns,  is  that  which  is  deferibed  by 
Heifter,  and  by  almoft  all  the  modern  authors  who 
have  written  on  fradfcures.  Many  ferious  inconveni¬ 
ences  are,  however,  imputed  to  thefe  bandages.— 
In  the  4th  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy 
of  Surgery,  it  is  mentioned,  that  the  pre  fibre  of  the 
upper  band  on  the  groin  has  often  produced  fuch 
deep  efehars  and  ulcerations  as  to  prohibit  their  far¬ 
ther  ufe. 

This  is  not  the  leafl  furprifing,  when  we  confide r 
that  the  band  prefies  nearly  on  one  point  :  it  confe- 
quently  fupports  a  degree  of  preffure  equal  to  the 
weight  of  the  whole  body  that  it  fuftains  :  for,  as  we 
have  before  obferved,  the  trunk  continually  defeends, 
by  a  plane  which  becomes  more  and  more  in¬ 
clined  . 

The 
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The  circular  compreffion,  made  by  the  inferior 
band  above  the  knee,  impedes  the  circulation,  by 
comprefTing  the  veins  and  lymphatics  ;  confequently 
we  may  expedl  fwelling  of  the  limb,  agreeably  to  the 
remark  of  practitioners.  But  yet  we  mull  allow, 
that  this  fwelling  is  more  moderate  than  we  might 
have  at  firft  reafon  to  fuppofe  :  for,  though  the  band, 
when  it  is  firft  fe cured  to  the  foot  of  the  bed,  is 
extremely  tenfe,  it  foon  becomes  loofe  and  ufelefs, 
with  refpeét  to  its  preventing  the  defcent  of  the 
trunk.  And,  when  this  is  the  cafe,  no  power  is 
oppofed  to  the  retradlion  of  the  mufcles,  and  the 
dreffing  is  abfolutely  ufelefs.  This  remark  has  been 
made  long  fince,  and  has  fuggefted  an  idea  of  at¬ 
taching  a  weight  to  the  band,  to  keep  it  in  a  con¬ 
fiant  ftate  of  tenfion. 

In  the  different  works  of  Paré,  Scultetus,  and 
Fabricius  Hildanus,  we  may  fee  the  different  improve¬ 
ments,  and  the  machines  they  have  contrived  to 
fufpend  the  weight.  We  do  not  learn  that  this  in¬ 
vention  has  been  frequently  in  ufe  :  the  firft  trials 
were  fufficient  to  prevent  their  being  repeated  ;  for 
the  confiant  aélion  of  the  weight  on  the  inferior 
part  of  the  thigh  was  infupportable,  and  the  fwell¬ 
ing  which  affedted  the  leg  became  fo  confiderable, 
that  at  laft  thefe  means  were  decried,  even  by  thofe 
who  fuggefted  originally  the  idea  of  their  ufe. 

Befide  the  inconveniences  we  have  pointed  out, 
cxtenfion  made  above  the  knee  is  fubjedl  to  one 
which  fhould  not  be  overlooked.  It  oppofes  no  re¬ 
finance  to  the  motions  of  the  foot,  nor  of  the  leg  5 
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and  It  was  from  this  defeCt,  probably,  that  the  idea 
was  fuggefted  of  applying  a  fécond  band  above  the 
malleoli,  as  advifed  by  Heifter.  This  author  was 
fenfible  of  the  defers  of  the  method,  which  he  rec¬ 
tified,  as  he  was  defirous  of  ufing  a  machine  with 
which  he  could  produce  an  adequate,  permanent,  and 
convenient,  extenfion  y  and,  for  this  purpofe,  the  in¬ 
finiment  of  Fabricius  Hildanus,  with  all  its  imper¬ 
fections,  appeared  to  him  preferable  to  the  means  or¬ 
dinarily  employed. 

The  machine  propofed  by  Fabricius  conflits  of  two 
iron  plates,  feven  inches  in  length  and  two  in  width, 
one  placed  at  the  extremity  of  the  other,  and  united 
by  a  fcrew,  by  means  of  which  they  can  be  elonga¬ 
ted  or  brought  together  at  pleafure.  One  of  its  ex¬ 
tremities,  fupported  by  a  culhion,  is  placed  under 
the  branch  of  the  pubis  ;  the  iron  plates  are  applied 
againft  the  internal  part  of  the  thigh,  where  they  are 
retained  by  means  of  three  leather  llraps  ;  one  fecured 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  limb,  and  die  others  above 
and  below  the  knee. 

This  machine,  notwithftanding  what  is  faid  by 
Heiller,  is  yet  more  objectionable  than  the  laces  fe¬ 
cured  on  the  groin,  and  above,  to  which  he  intended 
it  as  a  fubftitute.  This  infiniment  is  fubjeCt  to  all 
the  inconveniences  which  are  attributed  to  the  laces, 
and  even  bruifes  the  part  more  on  which  it  aCts  ; 
and  has  no  tendency,  at  the  fame  time,  to  hinder  the 
motions,  either  of  rotation  or  adduction.  Its  weight, 
and  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  it  in  its  fituation, .  are 
alfo  additional  objections. 

A  a  4 
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The  machine  of  Belloc,  defcribed  in  the  3d  voL 
of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Surgery,  keeps 
up  the  extenfion,  and  is  not  equally  fubjedt  to  be 
out  of  order  as  the  infiniment  of  Fabricius  ;  but  it  is 
liable  to  the  fame  inconvenience,  of  adting  on  the 
folds  of  the  integuments  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  is  too 
complicated  in  its  flruclure. 

The  manner  of  keeping  up  the  extenfion,  men¬ 
tioned  in  Cafe  IV.  is  preferable  to  thofe  we  have  juft 
defcribed.  The  bandage  paffed  on  the  poflerior  part 
of  the  leg,  then  on  the  malleloi,  and  crofted  on  the 
back  of  the  foot,  and  kept  at  fome  diilance  from 
thefe  parts  by  the  interpofition  of  a  thick  comp  refs, 
will  prevent  the  accefs  of  any  fwelling  ;  as  the  faphena 
vein,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  lymphatics,  fituated 
in  depreftions  on  each  fide  of  the  malleoli,  are  out  of 
the  reach  of  compreftion.  Lefs  force,  as  Mr.  Dupouy 
has  obferved,  is  neceffary  to  produce  the  fame  effedl, 
when  the  extenfion  adls  on  the  foot,  than  on  the  in¬ 
ferior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  prefture  exercifed  by 
the  body- bandage,  in  each  point  of  the  cheft,  is  lefs, 
as  it  is  diftributed  over  the  whole  furface  :  and  the 
adlion  of  the  bands,  attached  to  the  head  of  the  bed, 
is,  with  relation  to  the  fame  furface,  more  oblique. 

This  plan  we  have  found  almoft  invariably  fuc- 
cefsful,  which  may  be  chiefly  imputed  to  the  confiant 
attention  paid  to  tighten  the  bands  when  they  had 
become  relaxed  ;  for,  without  this  precaution,  the 
bands,  flretched  by  the  weight  of  the  body,  will  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  pelvis  approaching  the  thigh  ;  and,  by  this 
means,  the  dreftmgs  will  become  ufelefs,  befides  the 

difficulty 
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difficulty  of  ftirring  the  patient,  and  the  pain  refulting 
from  his  immoveable  fituation,  in  which  he  was  pre- 
ferved  by  the  mode  of  extenfion  kept  up.  We  have 
remarked  before,  that,  in  difeafes  of  the  cheft,  the 
bandage,  however  light  it  may  be  applied,  is  always 
infuppor table.  The  extenfion  formed  on  the  pelvis 
and  foot,  as  in  Cafe  VII.  and  in  the  following  Cafes, 
is  mere  convenient  for  the  patient,  more  certain, 
and  exacts  lei's  attention  on  the  part  of  the  furgeon. 

In  this  method,  the  pelvis,  thigh,  and  leg,  are 
fixed  firmly  on  a  ftrong  fplint,  confequently  they  will 
not  admit  of  being  feparately  moved,  or  their  fitua¬ 
tion,  with  refpedt  to  each,  the  leafl  changed.  And 
the  motions  of  the  trunk,  fo  very  injurious  when  the 
other  means  are  employed,  produce,  in  this  cafe,  no 
change  in  the  flate  of  the  femur,  as  the  pelvis 
cannot  defeend  without  pufning  before  it  the  leg  and 
the  thigh  :  and,  in  this  motion,  the  fragments  of  the 
bone  flill  retain  their  refpedtive  fituations,  as  the 
fplint  can  neither  afeend  or  defeend,  nor  fhorten  on 
itfelf. 

This  method,  then,  anfwers  every  indication  in  frac¬ 
tures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  ;  it  unites  the  advantages 
of  fimplicity,  convenience,  and  fafety,  and  expofes  the 
patient  to  none  of  the  inconveniences  incidental  to  the 
other  methods  employed. 

The  force  of  the  extenfion  is  expended,  inferiorly 
on  the  tendo  Achilles,  on  the  malleoli,  and  on  the 
back  of  the  foot.  The  veins  and  lymphatics  are  out 
of  the  way  of  compreffion,  and  of  courfe  no  fwelling 
need  be  apprehended.  In  other  refpe&s  die  patients 
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are  little  inconvenienced  by  the  extenfion  3  for,  indé¬ 
pendant  of  its  force  being  divided  between  two  parts, 
on  which  the  band  is  fecured,  there  is  no  neceflity 
for  its  being  confiderable,  as  it  has  only  to  counteract 
the  refiftance  produced  by  the  friction  of  the  limb  in 
the  bed,  in  confequence  of  the  motion  of  the  pelvis 
and  the  contraction  of  the  mufcles,  inconveniences 
which  foon  yield  to  a  flight  degree  of  force  when 
long  continued. 

The  power  of  extenfion  is  fuperiorly  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  fciatic  notch,  the  pubis,  and  that  part  of 
the  ham,  on  which  the  bandage  that  retains  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  fplint  is  fecured.  The  whole  cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  pelvds,  by  means  of  the  circular 
girdle,  becomes  a  new  point  of  fupport,  which  fe- 
cures  and  fupports  the  fplint. 

Gooch's  machine,*  (a  furgeon  at  Norwich,)  im¬ 
proved  by  Dr.  Aitken,  is  fubjeCt  to  inconveniences 
from  which  the  methods  we  have  pointed  out  are 
exempt.  Befides  the  inconvenience  of  being  incapable 
of  procuring  this  machine  in  all  times  and  places,  it 
is  open  to  the  fame  objedtion  as  all  the  ancient  me¬ 
thods,  in  confequence  of  forming  the  extenfion  on 
the  inferior  part  of  the  thigh,  and  admitting  of  the 
motion  of  the  leg  3  and,  at  the  fame  time,  it  does  not 
prevent  the  hip  of  the  affedted  fide  from  defending, 
whilft  the  other  remounts. 

This  laft  inconvenience  is  the  only  one  that  can  be 
imputed  to  the  method  of  Brunninghaufen,  where 

*  Vide  Gooch’s  Eilays,  and  Bell’s  Syftem  of  Surgery,  vol.  vi. 
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the  inferior  part  of  the  affedted  leg  is  fecured  to  the 
oppofed  fide  by  means  of  a  kind  of  ftirrup.  This 
ingenious  plan,  employed  by  Albncafis*  in  fradtures 
of,  the  thigh,  would  be  preferable  to  all  others,  if 
the  patient  could  not  bend  the  unaflfedted  limb  by 
inclining  the  pelvis. 

The  following  remarks  are  the  refult  of  the  obfer- 
vations  on  the  preceding  cafes,  and  on  the  fadts  that 
are  daily  remarked  by  the  furgeons  who  frequent  the 
hofpital. 

1.  That,  when  the  neck  of  the  femur  is  fradtured, 
it  is  difficult  to  preferve  the  fragments  in  that  hate  of 
reh,  which  is  fo  effentially  neceffary  for  a  quick  and 
perfect  union,  and  that  this  cannot  be  attained  with¬ 
out  the  afiiftance  of  a  drefling,  which  muh  be  applied 
with  particular  attention.  This  drefling  is  Ample  in 
its  nature,  though  the  refult  of  deep  reflection.  That 
this  difficulty  arifes  from  the  déplacement  of  the 
trunk,  which  defcends  towards  the  pelvis,  by  reafon 
of  its  weight,  and  from  its  being  fltuated  on  an 
inclined  plane.  That  the  fragments  of  the  bone  unite 
irregularly,  from  the  contradtion  of  the  mufcles  of 
the  thigh,  from  the  rotation  of  the  foot,  and  from  the 
motions  of  the  leg. 

2.  That  the  only  indication  is  to  form  an  effectual 
oppofition  to  the  motions  of  the  pelvis  on  the  thigh, 
and  the  thigh  on  the  pelvis,  and  to  the  rotation  of  the 
foot,  and  to  the  motions  of  the  leg. 


♦  Chir.  lib.  iii.  chap,  xiv. 
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j.  That  the  only  mode  of  fulfilling  this  indication, 
is  (if  the  exprefiion  is  admifiible)  to  form  one  piece 
of  the  pelvis,  thigh,  leg,  and  foot,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  cannot  admit  of  any  partial  motion. 

4.  That  the  mofi  fimple,  ealy,  and  certain,  me¬ 
thod,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  lefs  troublefome  to  the 
patient,  is  permanent  extenfion/'  made  on  the  pelvis 
and  foot,  as  we  have  deferibed. 

5.  That,  by  the  method  we  have  pointed  out, 
fractures  of  the  femur,  in  a  healthy  conftitution,  will 
unite  on  the  average  in  about  40  days,  and  generally 
without  deformity. 


An  Abjcefs  in  the  Heady  that  terminated  fatally  y  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  violent  Shock ,  occafioned  by  a  Fall  on  the 
Feet . 


IN  the  month  of  March,  1789,  a  child,  5  years  oP~ 
age,  fell  from  the  firfi:  ftory  of  a  houfe,  and 
pitched  on  his  feet.  He  got  up  immediately,  and  faid 
that  he  felt  no  pain.  Queftions  and  -threats,  on  the 
part  of  the  parents,  procured  no  other  anfwer.  In 
fa£t,  the  child  remained  perfectly  well,  nor  did  any 

alteration 
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alteration  In  the  fun&ions  of  the  body  take  place,  till 
towards  the  end  of  the  third  month. 

At  this  period,  he  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  a 
violent  head-ache,  accompanied  with  fwelling  of  the 
eye-lids  and  naufea.  A  iurgeon  was  lent  for,  who 
found  the  face  of  the  child  of  a  red  violet  colour. 
The  patient  could  not  articulate,  and  was  obliged  to 
point  out  the  feat  of  the  pain  with  his  finger.  He 
was  bled  in  the  arm,  and  at  the  end  of  fome  hours, 
as  he  grew  worfe,  the  bleeding  was  repeated  in  the 
foot,  and  he  expired  an  inftant  afterwards. 

Mr.  Cafaubon  was  called  in  to  infpe£t  the  body, 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  circumftances  juft  related. 
On  the  external  part  of  the  head  there  was  nothing 
remarkable  to  be  obferved,  except  the  fwelling  of 
the  integuments  ;  but,  on  opening  the  cranium,  a 
confiderable  abfeefs  was  difeovered,  fituated  between 
the  fuperior  and  lateral  part  of  the  os  fronds.  After 
the  moft  attentive  examination  of  the  cavity,  and 
every  other  part  of  the  body,  no  appearances  were 
difeovered  worthy  of  remark. 
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Cafe  of  the  baneful  Effets  of  the  Hen- Bane-rooty  taken 

internally . 

* 

[By  Mr.  Cagnion,  Surgeon.] 
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IN  the  month  of  December,  1790,  three  children, 
one  fix  years  of  age,  and  the  other  two  about 
feven,  in  employing  themfelves  in  digging  earth, 
difcovered  fome  of  the  roots  of  the  henbane, 
which  they  midook  for  radilhes.  They  eat  a  few 
of  thefe  roots  about  four  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
and  foon  afterwards,  on  returning  to  their  parents, 
were  affedled  with  a  violent  fenfe  of  third,  and 
complained  of  their  throat  being  filled  with  dud. 
They  foon  appeared  as  if  inebriated,  were  undeady  in 
their  motions,  and  run  againd  every  thing  they  en¬ 
countered.  The  eyes  were  wild  and  enlarged  ;  they 
were  attacked  with  flight  convulfions  and  with  fearful 
apprehenfions  ;  and,  in  this  date  of  mind,  they  con¬ 
ceived  that  both  men  and  beads  were  defirous  of  de¬ 
vouring  them.  Violent  convulfions  fucceeded  to  thefe 
fymptoms,  then  lofs  of  recolledton,  which,  with  the 
other  fymptoms,  remained  till  4  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  It  was  at  this  time  that  nature  procured  a  crifis. 
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by  means  of  vomiting.  The  roots  were  rejected 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  glairy  fluid.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  the  evacuation,  the  patients  found  them- 
felves  relieved,  but  the  convulflve  dilpofition  remain¬ 
ed  the  whole  day.  Towards  the  evening  it  feemed 
diminifhed.  After  this  period  the  fymptoms  gradu¬ 
ally  fubfided  :  but,  for  fome  time  afterwards,  the 
children  preferved  their  inebriated  appearance,  their 
fearful  apprehenflons,  which  affli6ted  them  particular¬ 
ly  in  the  night,  the  flight  pains  in  the  head,  and  a 
confiderable  weaknefs  in  the  lower  extremities.  At 
the  end  of  8  days  their  health  was  re-eftabliflied. 
Their  treatment  confuted  only  in  ordering  them  to 
drink  plenty  of  milk. 


A  Cafe  of  Hemorrhage  from  a  varicous  Vejfel ,  fituated 

near  the  parotid  Duff, 

[By  the  fame,] 

*  i 

MBefcorches,  64  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1778, 
•  had  a  hemorrhage  from  the  internal  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  mouth,  which  was  renewed  every  time 

*  he 
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ht  hàd  occafion  to  eat,  fo  that  the  alinient  conffantlÿ 
abiorbed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  blood.  He  con* 
fulted  many  furgeons,  who  were  not  happy  enough  to 
difcover  the  caufe  of  his  complaint.  Aitringent  gar* 
gles  of  different  kinds  were  recommended,  and 
employed  without  any  iuccefs. 

The  patient,  under  thefe  circumftances,  growing  im¬ 
patient,  confulted  Mr.  Cagnion.  Mr.  Cagnion  exa¬ 
mined  his  mouth  i  and,  conceiving  that  the  hemorrhage 
might  come  from  the  gums,  he  prefifed  thefe  parts,  and 
without  the  fmalleft  difcharge  being  obferved.  The 
patient  was  deffred  to  eat  fome  bread,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  tinged  with  blood.  On  waffling  the  mouth  with 
water,  the  blood  ceafed  to  flow.  The  patient  was  de~ 
lired  to  move  his  jaw  without  taking  any  food  into  his 
mouth:  the  hemorrhage  returned  as  before.  After 
an  attentive  infpedtion,  Mr.  Cagnion  difcovered  a 
varicous  vefiel,  about  the  ffze  of  a  pigeon’s  quill, 
tuated  at  the  pofterior  part  of  the  orifice  of  the 
parotid  du£l. 

Mr.  Cagnion  applied  the  a£lual  cautery,  which  in- 
ffantly  flopped  the  hemorrhage,  nor  has  it  re-ap¬ 
peared. 

Mr.  Cagnion  obferves,  that  he  has  no  doubt  that 
the  application  of  the  lapis  infernalis,  or  of  any  other 
cauftic,  would  have  produced  the  fame  effect.  But, 
as  the  a&ion  of  the  fire  can  be  bounded,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  refided  four  leagues  from  Mr.  Cagnion,  he  pre¬ 
ferred  the  application  of  the  cautery. 
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Cafe  of  a  FraBure  of  the  Cranium ,  without  any  of  the 
Symptoms  ufuaily  attendant . 


[By  the  fame.} 


Child,  feven  years  of  age,  of  the  name  of 


Â  JL  Si  vrais,  received  a  fhot  from  a  fufee,  that  was 
loaded  with  large  fhot,  at  about  fifteen  paces  diftance. 
Eight  fhot  ftruck  the  middle  and  lateral  part  of 
the  os  fronds,  and  five  of  the  number  paffed  out 
above  the  ridge  of  the  os  occipitis. 

Mr.  Cagnion  palled  his  probe  to  fome  degree  of 
depth  into  the  eight  apertures  formed  by  the  fhot,  and 
which  had  a  fieve-like  feel.  The  patient  was  bled, 
and  comprelles,  moiftened  with  a  refolutive  decodlion, 
applied  to  the  head. 

Four  days  afterwards  the  wrounds  fuppurated,  and 
no  other  application  was  ufed  than  a  mercurial 
plafler. 

The  indocility  of  the  patient  precluded  the  obfer- 
vance  of  any  particular  regimen.  She  walked  about 
every  day  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  and,  at  the 
end  of  five  weeks,  flie  was  perfectly  cured,  without 
any  alteration  in  her  functions. 

At  prefent  fine  is  19  years  of  age,  and  eryoys 
the  moil:  perfect  ftaee  of  health. 


B  b 
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Cafe  of  Infiltration  of  Urine ,  confequent  to  a  Contufton 

of  the  Perineum. 

[By  Mr.  Cagnion  junior.  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel 

Dieu.] 


FTambourg,  a  carter,  25  years  of  age,  con- 
•  tufed  his  perinæum,  by  falling  on  the  end  of 
the  axle-tree  with  his  thighs  feparated.  The  acute 
pain  that  he  experienced  did  not,  at  firft,  prevent 
him  from  continuing  his  work  ;  but  he  was  foon  af¬ 
terwards  attacked  with  retention,  and  in  a  little  time 
a  tumour  appeared  at  the  part  where  he  received 
the  contufion,  which  increafed  rapidly.  The  fwell- 
ing  extended  to  the  penis  and  ferotum,  which  laft 
fwelled  fo  eonfiderably,  that,  by  the  evening,  it  was 
as  big  as  the  head  of  an  adult.  It  had  already  a 
black  appearance.  Thefe  circumftances  were  produ¬ 
ced  by  the  infiltration  of  the  urine,  which  efcaped  by 
a  crevice  in  that  part  of  the  urethra  that  correfponded 
to  the  perinæum. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1790,  the  patient  was 
brought  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  in  this  fituadon.  As 
he  was  much  inconvenienced  from  not  having  pall¬ 
ed  his  urine  fince  the  morning,  a  catheter  was  in¬ 
troduced  without  any  difficulty,  and  withdrawn  afeer 
the  operation. 


Mr 
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Mr.  Default  then  made  an  incifion,  commencing 
on  the  left  part  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  ferotum, 
and  finished  it  at  the  perinæum,  below  the  aperture 
in  the  urethra,  and  expofed  the  tunica  vaginalis 
of  the  left  teflicle.  The  edges  of  the  wound,  re- 
fulting  from  this  operation,  were  hard,  and  the  cel¬ 
lular  texture  appeared  diftended  with  urine.  A  quan¬ 
tity  of  clots  of  blood  was  found  in  the  canal  of  the 
the  urethra.  The  wound  did  not  afford  a  drop  of 
blood. 

The  wound  was  dreffed  with  coarfe  lint,  covered 
with  comprelfes  dipt  in  aq.  veg.  applied  over  the 
whole  ferotum.  The  patient  was  in  fome  degree  re¬ 
lieved,  though  the  fweliing  was  but  little  diminifhed. 
He  was  put  on  diet,  and  an  infufion  of  linfeed  order¬ 
ed  for  a  drink. 

The  next  day,  there  was  fcarcely  any  infiltration, 
the  ferotum  was  contracted,  and  the  patient  felt  only 
a  flight  degree  of  pain.  All  the  urine  palled  through 
the  crevice  in  the  perinæum. 

The  third,  there  was  fcarcely  any  fweliing  remaining. 
An  emollient  cataplafm  was  applied  on  the  wound. 
On  the  4th,  there  was  no  farther  infiltration  in  the 
cellular  fubftance  ;  but  the  edges  of  the  wound  were 
acutely  fenfible.  Small  flips  of  linen,  dipt  in  cerate, 
were  applied  to  tire  edges  of  the  wound,  and  the 
ufe  of  the  dry  lint  and  cataplafm  continued. 

On  the  6  th,  fuppuration,  which  had  been  announ¬ 
ced  two  days  before  by  a  mucus  oozing,  was  now 
efiablifhed.  The  penis  remained  nearly  in  the  fame 
flate  of  diftenfion,  nor  did  it  diminilh  till  the  i6th 

B  b  2  day. 
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clay,  when  he  was  able  to  pafs  a  few  drops  of  urine 
by  the  urethra  ;  but  the  moft  confiderable  part  ffcill 
palled  by  the  opening  in  the  perinæum. 

From  the  17th  to  the  19th,  the  fenfibility  of  the 
wound  diminifhed.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  urine 
palled  by  the  urethra,  and  the  bottom  and  edges  of 
the  wound  began  to  granulate.  Thefe  granulations 
were  more  numerous  towards  the  fuperior  angle  of 
the  wound  than  on  the  reft  of  its  furface.  The 
edges  were  brought  in  contaCb  by  means  of  fmall 
comprefles  of  lint,  placed  on  each  fide  of  the  fcro- 
tum. 

In  the  interval,  between  the  19th  and  27th  day, 
two-thirds  of  the  wound  was  cicatrized,  and  the 
tefticle  nearly  covered.  The  extent  of  the  crevice 
in  the  canal  of  the  urethra  was  alfo  diminifhed  in 
iize,  and  in  fuch  a  degree  that  very  little  urine  now 
palled  through  the  aperture.  By  the  29th  day  all 
the-  urine  palled  by  the  urethra,  but  .with  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  difficulty,  and  in  a  fmall  ftream.  A  cathe¬ 
ter  that  was  introduced  ftopt  at  the  part  where  the 
cicatrix  was  fituated.  A  bougie  of  the  elaftic  gum 
could  not  be  palled  any  farther,  though  much  lefs 
in  fize  than  the  catheter. 

The  next  day  a  filver  catheter,  fimilar  to  thofe 
generally  employed  for  children,  was  palled  as  far 
as  the  obftrudion,  and,  by  tiling  a  fort  of  boring 
motion,  the  infiniment  was  palled  into  the  bladder. 
The  canal  was  fo  much  contracted,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fmallnefs  of  the  found,  the  cicatrix  was 
extremely  diftendcd.  The  urine  flowed  ealily  through 
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the  catheter  ;  but  a  fmall  quantity  always  palled 
through  the  crevice.  Towards  night  there  was  a 
flight  accefs  of  fever,  which  foon  fubfided.  At  the 
end  of  three  days,  as  the  catheter  with  one  curva¬ 
ture  inconvenienced  the  patient,  one,  in  the  form  of 
an  S,  was  introduced,  which,  though  larger  in  dia¬ 
meter,  was  eafier  for  the  patient.  From  this  time 
he  pafled  lefs  urine  by  the  wound.  Three  days 
afterwards,  a  catheter  of  the  elaftic  gum  was  eafily 
introduced,  which  was  fecured  and  left  in  the  blad¬ 
der.  The  patient  was  now  able  to  get  up. 

From  this  period,  till  the  43d  day  after  the  ac¬ 
cident,  the  urine  palled  only  by  intervals  through  the 
wound.  The  catheter  became  free  in  the  canal, 
and  was  eafily  introduced  again,  after  it  had  been 
withdrawn  to  be  cleaned.  The  patient,  in  other  re- 
fpedls,  was  well,  and  the  wound  of  the  fcrotum  was 
cicatrized,  except  for  about  three  lines,  at  the  part 
that  correfponded  to  the  crevice  in  the  urethra. 

By  the  50th  day  fuppuration  was  eltablilhed  in 
*  the  canal,  and  the  urine  feemed  to  pafs  by  the  fif- 
tulous  orifice.  On  the  58th,  there  w7as  a  flight 
oozing  from  the  fcrotum,  accompanied  with  fome 
degree  of  pain  in  the  adtion  of  walking.  By  the 
66th  day,  a  little  fungus  projedtion  only  remained, 
which  eafily  yielded  to  the  application  of  the  lapis  in- 
fernalis.  The  next  day  the  patient  walked  with  eafe, 
and  without  pain.  With  the  view  of  rendering  the 
cure  flill  more  certain,  the  catheter  was  left  in  the 
urethra  for  three  weeks  more.  The  urine  now 
palled  in  a  large  flream,  forming  an  arch,  when 
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the  patient  quitted  the  HofpitaJ,  on  the  8.5th  day 
after  his  admiffion.  « 


Cafe  cf  Ventral  Hernia ,  produced  by  a  Laceration  of 
the  Peritoneum  and  of  the  Abdominal  Mufcles. 


[By  Mr.  Plaignaüd,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


PThieubeau,  nine  years  of  age,  fell  from  the 
•  fourth  ftory  of  a  houfe  on  the  pavement. 
He  was  taken  directly  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  and  died 
foon  afterwards.  On  the  lurface  of  the  body,  in  the 
umbilical  region,  a  brown  tumour,  of  an  oval  form, 
was  obferved,  whofe  greateft  diameter  was  three 
inches.  By  compreflion,  the  tumour  perfectly  dii- 
appeared  ;  and  re-appeared  when  preffure  was  made 
on  any  part  of  the  abdomen. 

On  opening  the  cavity  this  phænomenon  was  ex¬ 
plained.  The  peritoneum  and  the  defhy  mufcles  of 
the  fmall  oblique  and  tranfverfalis  mufcles  were  torn 
acrofs,  foj:  the  fpace  of  three  inches,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  the  inteftines  were  retained  only  by  the 
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integuments.  The  vifcera  of  the  abdomen  were  in 
a  healthy  date,  and  a  little  blood  was  found  effufed 
in  the  cavity. 

On  examining  the  head,  a  fradlure  was  found 
above  the  right  eye-brow,  which  extended  into  the 
orbits,  and  as  far  as  the  zygomatic  arch.  On  open¬ 
ing  the  cranium,  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tempo¬ 
ral  bone  \$as  found  divided  acrofs,  near  the  internal 
auditory** hole,  and  the  fradture  extended  to  the  fo¬ 
ramen'  magnum  of  the  os  occipitis.  At  the  balls  of 
the  cranium  a  confidçrable  quantity  of  blood  was 
effufed. 


Cafe  of  a  Fungus-Cancer,  cured  by  the  Operation . 


[By  Mr.  Dehanne,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 


MBerthelmy,  19  years  of  age,  and  of  a  weak 
•  conftitution,  received  a  blow  with  the  fill, 
on  the  left  breall,  from  a  child  that  fhe  was  carrying 
in  her  arms.  At  the  moment  die  felt  an  acute  pain, 
which  foon  fubfidedj  but  it  returned  with  increaled 
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violence  fome  time  afterwards.  The  menfes  were  fup- 
preffed,  the  bread  fwelied,  and,  in  a  few  days,  was 
augmented  to  twice  its  natural  fee.  Confiderable  in- 
flammation  fupervened,  attended  with  fnooting  pains. 
The  integuments  became  thin  and  diforganized,  and 
an  ulceration  took  place  near  the  nipple,  which  dif- 
çharged  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ichorous  matter. 
The  veins  became  varicous,  forming  a  kind  of  finus, 
which,  arifing  from  the  internal  part  of  the  bread, 
opened  into  the  ulcer,  and  produced  frequent  he¬ 
morrhages. 

In  this  date  die  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
on  the  24th  of  November,  1789,  one  year  after  the 
accident. 

The  tumour  was  covered  with  a  poultice,  and  a 
diluting  diet  directed.  The  pains,  which  were  con- 
flderable  on  her  admidion,  diminifhed  the  following- 
month  ;  but  the  fkin  dill  remained  diforganized,  and, 
after  feveral  doughs,  a  round  ulcer  was  difcovered,  of 
three  inches  in  diameter.  Fungi  foon  appeared  from 
the  bottom  of  the  wound,  which,  at  intervals,  afford¬ 
ed  fome  degree  of  hemorrhage,  which  was  eafily 
checked  by  the  application  of  lint.  Thefe  hemor¬ 
rhages  were  more  particularly  to  be  remarked  at  the 
period  of  the  mendrual  difcharge,  which  had  been 
fuppreffed  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  to  which  it 
feemed  to  form  a  fubditute. 

About  four  months  afterwards  thefe  bleedings  fub- 
fided,  when  the  menfes  retook  their  natural  courfe. 
However,  as  the  tumour  did  not  diminifh  in  fize, 
and  the  pains  continued  the  fame,  the  operation  be- 
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came  indifpenfable.  After  fome  days  previous  prepa¬ 
ration,  the  bread  was  amputated,  by  means  of  two 
femi-lunar  incifions,  as  defcribed  page  85  of  this  vo¬ 
lume. 

When  the  tumour  was  detached,  there  was  a  hol¬ 
low  cavity  in  its  centre,  more  than  two  inches  in  ex¬ 
tent,  filled  with  a  limpid  and  yellowifh  matter.  To 
prevent  the  neceflity  of  applying  the  bandage  too 
tight,  all  the  arterial  branches  were  fecured.  The 
wound  was  drdlèd  with  coarfe  lint,  Iprinkled  with 
colophony. 

On  the  5th  day,  the  lint  was  detached  by  fuppu- 

> 

ration,  and  the  wound  had  a  red  healthy  appearance. 
Small  flips  of  linen,  dipt  in  cerate,  were  applied  to 
the  edges  of  the  ulcer,  to  prevent  the  lint  adhering 
to  its  edges  :  the  dreffings  were  moiftened  with  an 
emollient  decodion. 

On  the  8th,  the  edges  of  the  wound  looked  clean, 
and  the  bottom  was  covered  with  red  granulations. 
The  diet  of  the  patient  was  gradually  increafed,  and, 
two  days  afterwards,  fire  was  able  to  walk  in  the 
ward. 

By  the  aoth,  cicatrization  had  rapidly  increafed, 
and  as  the  fuppuration  was  then  trifling,  the  dreflings 
were  not  moiftened.  Some  days  afterwards  an  ifiue 
was  made  in  the  left  arm.  The  patient  was  perfedly 
cured  54  days  after  the  operation,  and  has  enjoyed 
a  perfed  ftate  of  health  fince  that  period. 
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Cafe  of  a  Cure  of  a  Preternatural  Anus  ■>  extracted 
from  a  Letter  to  Mr .  Default. 

[By  Mr.  Nosl,  Surgeon  in  Chief  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu 

at  Reims.] 


June  5,  1791. 


SïR, 


OUR  reflections  on  the  preternatural  anus  have 


JL  _  appeared  to  me  juft,  and  the  directions  you 
give  fo  ufeful,  that  I  have  put  them  immediately  in 
practice.  I  had  at  that  time,  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  at 
Reims,  an  unfortunate  father  of  a  family,  who,  for 
fame  time,  had  been  afflicted  with  this  cruel  dif- 


eafe. 


Fie  began  to  evacuate  the  fœces  by  the  anus 
on  the  5th  day  :  from  this  time  there  was  no  re¬ 
markable  interruption  to  his  cure,  which  at  prelent 
is  nearly  completed. 


Obser- 
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Observation-. 

i  * 

i  i  *  „ 

One  of  the  principal  advantages  of  a  Chirurgical 
journal  is,  doubtlefs,  the  rapid  circulation  which  is 
introduced,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  healing  art.— 
By  following  the  routine  of  practice  eftablifhed  by 
his  predeceffors,  Mr.  Noel  could  not  entertain  any 
hopes  of  curing  the  patient.  The  cure  of  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  a  family  refulted  from  the  publication  of 
this  new  improvement. 

If  the  cure  of  a  hideous  and  difgufting  difeafe  is 
a  fatisfadtory  refledlion,  the  Editor  of  this  work  is 
not  lefs  gratified  by  being  inftrumental  to  the  fuq- 
cefsful  termination  of  this  cafe. 


End  of  the  First  Volume. 
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